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S  it  is  ufual  with  Edi¬ 
tors  to  give  fome  Ac¬ 


count  of  their  Author, 
and  the  Works  they  publilh ; 
I  readily  embrace  this  oppor- 

A  2  amity 


DEDICATION, 

.trinity  of  doing  Juftice  to  the 
Chara6terof  the  late  Mr.  PFil- 
liaw  Giffard,  Surgeon  and  Man- 
midwife. 

p  T 

He  was  a  plain  Man,  remark¬ 
able  for  an  honeft,  frank  Be¬ 
haviour  and  that  his  judg¬ 
ment  was  ftrbng  and  unpre¬ 
judic’d,  evidently  appear’d  in 
the  Cafe  of  a  notorious  Im- 
poftor  in  the  Year  1726. 

He  then  gave  the  World,  in 
all  his  Difcourfes  upon  that 
Subject,  convincing  proofs  of 
his  skill  and  experience  in  his 
Profeflion ;  and  long  before 
this  happen’d,  he  had  acquir’d 
by  his  extenftve  Charity  to 
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DEDICATION. \ 

the  Poor  (whom  he  was  ever 
ready  to  a  (lift)  the  love  and 
effceem  of  all  that  employ’d 
him. 

As  to  his  Works,  they  are 
wrote  after  the  manner  of  the 
famous  Monfieur  Mauriceau  ; 
he  has  herein  given  us  an  accu¬ 
rate  and  impartial  Account  of 
the  Deliveries  of  Two  hundred 

i 

and  twenty-five  W omen  which 
for  the  moil  part  were  attend¬ 
ed  with  a  great  deal  of  danger 
and  difficulty.  I  could  wifh 
indeed  to  have  found  his  Lan¬ 
guage  more  corredf  ;  but  it  is 
with  Books,  as  it  is  with 
Men,  we  ought  principally  to 
regard  the  Ufe  they  are  of  to 

Man- 


DEDICATION. 

Mankind  :  and  I  dare  venture 
to  affirm,  that  whoever  lhall 
perufe  thefe  Cafes  with  an  in¬ 
tent  to  learn  the  Pradtice  of 
Midwifry,  will  not  think  his 
time  ill  fpent. 

The  Temper  of  our  Author 
was  fuch,  and  his  Averlion  to 
all  kind  of  Flattery  fo  fix’d, 
that  in  my  prefent  underta¬ 
king  I  could  not  propofe  to 
myfelf  the  following  a  better 
Example :  Had  he  liv’d  to 
have  given  this  book  to  the 
Publick,  he  would  naturally 
have  fought  the  protection  of 
a  Patron,  eminent  in  the  Pro- 
feffion  of  Phyfick,  one  truly 
qualify’d  to  judge  of  his  Per¬ 
formance, 


DEDICATION. 

formance,  and  capable  by  his 
Recommendation  of  giving  a 
juft  weight  and  credit  to  his 
Writings  :  And  that  yon,  Sir, 
who  are  univerfally  diftin* 
guifh’d  for  your  Humanity  as 
well  as  Learning,  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  patronize  the  La¬ 
bours  of  this  generous  and  ju¬ 
dicious  Practitioner,  is  the 
earneft  requeft  of, 

Tout  mojl  Obliged  and 
Obedient  Ser  vant , 

London)  July  go, 

1 73  3  * 


Edward  Hody. 
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CASE  I. 

The  Head  prefenting  with  the  Arm  over 
the  Head ,  and  the  Havel- firing  thrift 
before  it,  into  the  Vagina. 

•  r  *  • 

ANUART  the 5th,  1724-5. 
I  was  lent  for  to  a  Woman 
who  had  been  in  Labour  for 
fome  time;  and  when  1  came, 
the  Midwife  (upon  my  en¬ 
quiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  Cafe)  told  me, 
that  the  Waters  had  been  gone  off  fome  hours, 
and  that  fhe  was  pofitive  the  Child  presented 
wrong,  but  was  not  able  to  diftinguifh  in 
what  Pofture :  The  Navel-firing,  fhe  faid, 
was  fallen  into  the  Paffage,  which  fhe  had 
reduced.  Therefore  to  fatisfy  myfelf,  it 
being  likewife  agreeable  to  the  defire  of  the 
poor  Woman,  I  fearched  her,  and  by  intro- 
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ducing  firft  my  Fore,  and  afterwards  my 
Middle  Finger  into  the  Vagina,  and  fo  on 
to  the  Orifice  of  the  Womb,  found  the  Child 
prefent  with  the  Head  towards  the  right 
fide,  and  the  left  Arm  extended  over  the  left 
fide  of  the  Head :  The  Navel-firing  was  in 
part  flipt  into  the  Paflage,  and  the  Head, 
with  the  Arm  acrofs,  ready  to  follow. 

I  thought  it  advifable  that  the  De¬ 
livery  fhould  be  immediately  attempted, 
the  inner  Orifice  being  fufficiently  dilated. 
Thereupon  1  ordered  her  to  be  taken  out 
of  bed,  and  placed  in  the  Lap  of  a  ftrong 
Woman,  and  two  others  feating  themfelves 
one  on  each  fide  of  her,  1  fixed  the  Feet  of 
the  labouring  Woman  in  their  Laps  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  defired  that  they  would  with 
one  of  their  Hands  hold  her  faft  by  the 
Ankles,  and  keep  her  Knees  diftended,  with 
the  other.  With  fome  difficulty  I  introduced 
my  Hand,  and  endeavoured  to  reduce  the 
Arm,  which  by  this  time,  with  the  Head, 
was  funk  fo  very  low  in  the  Paflage,  that 
I  was  not  able  to  reduce  it :  Wherefore 
I  endeavoured  to  pafs  my  Hand  by  the  fide 
of  the  Head  (which  with  fome  difficulty  I 
effeftcd)  to  fetch  it  by  the  Feet.  After  I 
had  got  my  whole  Hand  within  the  inward 
Orifice,  palling  it  along  the  Breaft  and  Belly 
of  the  Infant,  I  found  one  Thigh,  and 
bending  one  of  my  Fingers  round  the  Thigh, 
gently  drew  it  towards  the  Os  internum ,  by 

which 
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which  means  1  more  readily  got  hold  of  the 
Foot,  and  brought  it  out.  I  took  frefli  ho  Id 
about  the  Ankle,  wrapping  a  dry  and  faft 
Cloth  about  it,  and  drew  it  fo  wards,  at  the 
fame  time  ordering  the  Woman  to  force  down¬ 
wards  as  much  as  fhe  was  able:  By  the  joynt 
endeavours  of  the  Mother  and  myfelf,  the 
Buttocks,  with  the  other  Leg,  lying  bent 
towards  the  Belly,  advanced  forwards,  but 
fomew  hat  fidewavs.  I  then  took  hold  about 
the  Hips,  and  drew  gently  towards  me,  at 
the  fame  time  turning  the  Belly  down¬ 
wards,  toward  the  Fundament  of  the  Mother, 
which  lliould  always,  if  poflible,  be  done. 

The  Child  being  now  advanced  as  far 
as  the  Shoulders,  I  gently  palfed  up  my 
Hand,  and  brought  down  firft  one  Arm,  and 
afterwards  the  other,  which  fucceeded  to  my 
Wifh ;  when  placing  one  Hand  under  the 
Bread:  to  fupport  it,  with  the  other  I  took 
hold  on  the  back  part  above  the  Should erse 
and  pulling  gently,  and  in  a  ftrait  line,  th 
Head  with  eafe  foon  followed  5  the  Child  was 
born  alive,  but  very  weak. 

I  afterwards  made,  near  two  inches  from 
the  Child's  Belly,  a  Ligature  about  the  Navel- 
ftring,  and  then  divided  it,  and  twilling  that 
part  which  adhered  to  the  Placenta  about 
the  Fore-finger  of  my  right  Hand,  l  gently 
pulled  it  towards  me  \  but  the  Placenta  not 
following,  I  palTed  up  my  left  Hand  to 
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the  Bottom  of  the  Womb,  and  finding  it  in 
fome  part  to  adhere,  I  carefully  and  cau- 
tioufly  feparated,  and  brought  it  away  whole, 
taking  great  Care  not  to  hurt  the  Womb  ; 
for  of  two  evils  the  greater  ought  to  be 
fiiunned,  there  being  lefs  danger  in  leaving 
part  of  the  After-birth,  which  will  very 
often,  without  doing  any  great  harm,  come 
away  with  the  Lochia ,  than  in  ufing  any 
Force  in  extra&ing  it ;  by  which  we  very 
often  hurt  the  Womb. 


CASE  II. 

The  Feet  prefenting  firjl. 

JJNU.dHT”  the  25th,  1725.  I  was  called 
J  upon  early  in  the  morning  to  go  to  Wejt- 
minfler ,  to  vifit  a  Woman  in  Labour :  Upon 
examination  I  found  the  Child  was  come 
forth,  with  the  Feet  foremoft,  as  far  as  the 
Buttocks,  in  which  Pofture  it  had  ftuck  for 
about  two  hours  before  I  got  there,  the  Mid¬ 
wife  being  foiled  in  all  her  attempts  to  ex¬ 
tricate  it  out  of  this  difficulty.  I  therefore 
thought  it  highly  advifable  to  endeavour  the 
Delivery  as  loon  as  pofilble,  becaufe  the 
Child  was  already  dead  by  flicking  fo  long 

in 
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in  this  manner,  and  the  Mother  underwent 
very  great  pain  and  uneafinefs.  I  thereupon 
wrapped  a  dry  Cloth  about  the  Thighs  and 
Buttocks,  and  by  gently  pulling,  endea¬ 
voured  to  bring  it  forwards  ;  but  it  moved 
with  great  difficulty,  and  very  flowly  :  I 
was  at  length,  after  much  trouble,  able  to 
bring  down  the  Arms,  and  then  placing  one 
of  my  Hands  under  the  Breaft,  with  the 
other  I  pulled  at  the  Shoulders ;  but  that 
not  availing,  I  got  one  Finger  into  the 
Child’s  Mouth,  and  pulled  by  the  under 
Jaw,  at  the  fame  time  clapping  two  Fingers 
againft  the  Child’s  Cheeks:  unluckily  the 
Jaw  gave  way  and  fplit,  by  which  unhappy- 
accident,  in  a  great  meafure,  I  loft  my  hold; 
yet,  after  great  fatigue  and  labour,  I  brought 
the  Child,  but  not  without  great  apprehen- 
fions  and  fear  of  the  Head's  being  fepara- 
ted  from  the  Body. 

Upon  examination  after  the  Delivery,  I 
found  the  Head  preffed  very  flat,  and  the 
Coronal  Suture  riding  above  an  inch  :  this 
I  judged,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  proceed 
from  the  unhappy  fituation  of  the  Child; 
for  it  came  fideways  with  the  Face  towards 
the  Hip  ;  the  Head  was  fo  locked  in  the 
Paffage  by  the  long  continuance  in  this 
Pofture,  that  I  was  not  able,  with  all  my 
ftrength,  to  turn  the  Face  towards  the  But¬ 
tocks. 
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!  :  ,  CASE  III. 

'  .  '  j  t  .  *  3  r  *  J  .  *  -  »  ,  f  .  f  .  »  «  * 

>  ;  f  ■  '  ■  J  .  C  * 

•J3/^  Head  l/mg  high ,  with  the  Um¬ 
bilical  Vejjels  thrujling  down  below 
it  on  one  Side  }  o»  the  other ,  one 
of  the  Feet.  A  Flooding  preceded. 

CEPT'EMBER  the  4th,  1725.  I  was 
^  called  to  one  Mrs.  £ - 1 ;  upon  ex¬ 

amination  into  the  ftate  of  her  Cafe,  I  was 
informed  by  the  Midwife,  that  about  three 
weeks  before  fhe  had  been  feized  with  a 
Flooding,  which  by  fome  applications  was  at 
that  time  flopped,  but  had  often  returned, 
and  for  leyeral  hours  before  I  came,  was 
very  violent.  Examining  her  Pulfe,  I  found 
it  very  low  and  unequal,  file  laboured  under 
cold  fweats  and  a  great  faintnefs,  fo  that  I 
was  very  apprehenfive  Convulfions  would 
have  enfued.  I  immediately  pafled  my 
Finger  to  find  if  the  inner  Orifice  was  dilated, 
and  would  readily  give  way,  and  I  found 
the  Membranes  with  the  Waters  much  ex¬ 
tended  without  the  inner  Orifice,  and  bearing 
ftrongly  down  :  the  Head  lying  very  high, 
and  her  Pains  encreafing,  and  there  being 
little  or  no  Flooding  at  that  time,  I  was  re- 

folved 
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folved  not  to  be  too  hafty.  in  attempting  the 
Delivery.  After  a  few  Pains  the  Membranes 
broke,  and  the  Waters  came  away  in  a  very 
large  quantity  :  I  pafled  up  two  Fingers, 
and  finding  the  Head  funk  no  lower,  the 
Paflfage  being  made  very  flippery  by  the 
going  off  of  the  Waters,  and  the  inner  Orifice 
fufficiently  dilated,  I  paffed  up  my  whole 
Hand,  when  I  found  the  Head  high,  as  be¬ 
fore,  the  Navel- firing  thrufting  itfelf  down 
below  it  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  other,  one 
of  the  Feet. 

Upon  confideration  of  her  lofs  of  ftrength 
from  the  great  quantity  of  Blood  run  off, 
her  fluttering  Pulfe  and  cold  fweats,  with  a 
vifible  finking  of  her  Spirits  after  every 
Pain,  and  her  having  very  little  profit  from 
her  Pains,  I  judged  it  highly  neceflary  to 
undertake  the  Delivery  as  foon  as  poflible  : 
Therefore,  that  I  might  the  more  readily  get 
the  Feet,  I  endeavoured  to  pufh  back  the 
Head,  which  not  being  any  ways  ingaged 
amongft  the  Bones,  eafily  gave  way,  fo  that 
I  readily  took  hold  of  one  Foot,  and  drew 
it  towards  me,  till  it  came  forth  to  the  But¬ 
tocks  ;  the  other  Leg  and  Thigh:  being  bent 
towards  the  Belly,  followed  with  verydittle 
difficulty;  which,  when  I  had  difingaged, 
I  took  hold  of  with  a  dry  and  foft  Cloth 
above  the  Hips,  and  brought  the  Child  out 
almoft  to  the  Shoulders  :  I  then  paflfed  up 
ray  Hand  above  one  Arm,  which  I  brought 

down. 


3 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

down,  and  afterwards  the  other  :  The  reafon 
why  I  did  this  was,  if  they  were  left  ex¬ 
tended  above  the  Head,  it  could  not  be  fo 
eafily  extracted,  they  in  part  flopping  up  the 
PafTage  by  their  bulk. 

I  mow  placed  the  Palm  and  Fingers  of 
my  right  Hand  under  the  Breafl  to  fupport 
it,  and  with  my  Left  I  took  hold  above  the 
Shoulders,  and  gently  pulling,  the  Head 
eafily  followed  :  The  Child  was  born  dead. 
Upon  examination  I  judged  it  to  have  been 
dead  for  about  twelve  hours,  although  the 
Mother  told  me,  that  fhe  thought  fhe  felt  it 
ftir  not  long  before  I  came  to  her.  The 
Burthen  followed  very  readily,  for  upon 
palling  up  one  Hand  into  the  PafTage,  I 
found  it  lying  there,  being  wholly  feparated 
from  the  Womb  :  This  was  the  occalion  of 
her  preceding  Flooding,  which  after  her 
Delivery  intirely  ceafed,  and  her  Cleanfings 
were  no  more  than  neceffary. 

I  ordered  her  afterwards  Lap.  Con- 
tray  ervee .  3 ft.  Sp.  Cet.  9j.  Syr.  Caryoph.  q.  f. 
m.  f  Bol.  otfava  quaqy  hora  Jumend.  fuper- 
bibend.  CochL  iij.  vel  quat .  Julap.jeq. 

Aq.  Menth.  Qukg.  Ceraf.  nigr.  Poeon . 
comp,  a  a  gij.  T'inttur#  Cajior.  3ij.  Syr. 
Poeon.  gj.  M.f  Juiap .  de  quo  capiat  CochL 
iij.  vel  quat .  in  Languoribus . 


I  LIKE- 
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I  likewise  prefcribed  an  Emplajlr.  e 
Galbano  to  be  applied  to  the  Navel. 

The  next  day  I  found  her  Pulfe  very  quick 
and  full,  and  Ihe  complaining  of  a  very 
violent  pain  in  her  Head,  I  ordered  her 
a  repetition  of  the  former  Medicines,  with 
the  addition  of  the  following  Clyfter  : 

Baccar .  Laur.  Jump.  Ta  3j-  Flor.  Cha - 
moemel.  Melilot.  Tap.  j.  Fol.  Althce.  M.  j. 
coq.  in  Aq .  q .  5.  Colat.  gviij.  adde  Eledl.  e 
Baccis  Laur.  Mel.  Mercurial.  Ta 
Enema. 

The  third  Day  her  Pulfe  was  fome- 
what  funk  and  flower,  and  her  Pain  a  little 
abated.  I  continued  theie  Medicines  with 
Orders  to  repeat  the  Clyfter,  the  former 
having  brought  away  little  but  knotty  and 
hard  Excrement.  After  this  her  pain  in  her 
Head  went  off,  and  fhe  mended  daily. 
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CASE  IV. 


The  Head  engaged  and  locked  in  the 

Tajfage. 


Member  the  12th,  1725.  1  was 


^  called  up  at  Five  in  the  Morning  to  vifit 
the  Wife  of  a  Baker,  and  upon  enquiring 
of  the  Midwife  the  State  of  the  Cafe,  fhe  told 
me  the  Waters  came  away  infenfibly,  nor 
had  (he  obferved  when  the  Membranes  broke. 
I  thereupon  Touched  her,  and  found  the 
Head  of  the  Child  funk  very  low,  but 
ftrongly  engaged  and  locked  among  the  Bones. 
I  examined  her  Pulfe,  which  was  very  full 
and  ftrong,  by  which  I  found  fhe  had  a 
good  Share  of  Strength ;  wherefore  I  re-, 
lolved  to  have  Patience,  and  advifed  her  to 
fummon  all  her  Refolution,  and  bear  down, 
boldly  when  her  Pains  came  upon  her,  en¬ 
couraging  her  with  the  Hopes  of  a  fpeedy 
and  fafe  Delivery  ;  adding  this  Caution,  that 
when  her  Pains  went  off,  fhe  would  be  very 
careful  not  to  fuck  up  her  Breath  too  haftily> 
having  always  found,  that  by  lo  doing  the 
Child  was  drawn  back  as  much,  or  more, 
than  it  had  been  forced  down  by  the  pre- 
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ceding  Pain.  I  comforted  her  between  the 
Pains  with  warm  Wine  :  The  Child  advanced 
very  flowly;  but  as  I  found  I  gained  ground, 
I  was  refolved  to  purfue  my  firft  defign,  and 
to  have  patience.  The  Pains  encreafing,  the 
hinder  part  of  the  Head  appeared  without 
the  outer  Orifice  very  much  fwelled,  which 
is  cuftomary  when  a  Child  lies  long  in  the 
Palfage :  It  came  indeed  very  flowly  forwards, 
and  the  Parts  being  much  extended  by  the 
bulk  of  the  Head,  the  poor  Woman  fuffered 
great  Pain  ;  but  I  had  at  length  the  pleafure 
to  find  that  my  Patience  was  rightly  judged, 
for  I  was  now  able  to  take  hold  of  the 
Head,  and  foon  releafed  it  out  of  Prifon  : 
it  proved  a  lufty  and  lively  Boy.  The 
Burthen  not  readily  following,  I  palled  up 
one  Hand,  and  found  it  ftuck  almoft  on  all 
Sides  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Womb  ;  where¬ 
fore  I  carefully  feparated  it  with  the  Ends 
of  my  Fingers,  and  brought  it  whole  and 


fafe. 
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CASE  V. 

! The  Shoulder  and  *Part  of  the  Side 
prejfed  into  the  inner  Orifice ,  with  the 
Arm  hanging  out  of  the  Labia. 

ON  the  fame  Day,  about  1 1  o'  Clock,  I 
was  fetched  in  a  great  hurry  to  the 
Wife  of  a  Chairman ;  upon  examining  her  I 
found  one  Arm  of  the  Child  funk  down 
without  the  outer  Orifice,  and  the  Shoulder 
and  Side  fo  engaged,  and  funk  fo  low,  that 
I  could  neither  return  the  Arm,  nor  with 
all  my  ftrength  move  the  other  parts  to  fetch 
it  by  the  Feet.  Another  Man-midwife  — 
had  been  there  before  me,  who  at  firft  would 
not  attempt  any  thing  without  a  Sum  of 
Money  was  laid  down  ;  but  upon  affurances 
that  he  Ihould  be  paid,  he  worked  upon  the 
poor  Woman,  and  left  her  (as  I  had  after¬ 
wards  reafon  to  think)  in  a  worfe  Condition 
than  he  found  her,  telling  her  he  was  not 
able  to  deliver  her.  This  was  the  ftate  the 
poor  Woman  was  in  when  I  came  to  her; 
and  it  gave  me  occafion  to  reprimand  the 
Midwife,  telling  her  fhe  had  not  fent  for 

help 
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help  in  time,  and  not  till  Ihe  had  worked 
upon  her,  which  had  occafioned  thofe  parts 
to  be  funk  fo  low,  and  fo  ftrongly  engaged* 
that  I  could  neither  return  the  Arm,  nor 
pafs  my  Hand,  (the  whole  PafTage  being 
flopped  up  on  every  fide)  to  fetch  it  by  the 
Feet  ;  which  might  have  been  very  eafily 
done,  had  I  been  fent  for  in  time.  It  was 
not  told  me,  that  any  body  had  been  there 
before,  nor  that  he  had  left  his  Work 
unfinifhed,  for  fear  I  fhould  not  have  un¬ 
dertaken  to  deliver  her  >  this  remained  a 
fecret  until  the  next  vifit.  The  Cafe  being 
fo  defperate,  at  firft  I  was  at  a  lofs  where 
to  begin  :  her  Pulfe  was  very  languid  and 
low,  and  fhe  was  in  cold  flveats,  fo  that  I 
fear’d  fhe  would  die  under  the  fatigue  and 
pain  fhe  muft  of  neceffity  undergo  in  fo 
difficult  a  Labour  :  However*  I  undertook 
to  deliver  her  immediately,  knowing  the 
Child  was  already  dead,  and  endeavoured 
to  pufh  back  the  Child,  by  putting  my 
Hand  to  the  Shoulder,  but  could  not  move 
it  with  all  my  ftrength;  examining  the  Child's 
Arm,  I  perceived  it  to  be  very  loofe  at  the 
Shoulder,  and  therefore  (as  I  found  by  former 
pullings  it  was  almott  feparated)  I  twilled  it 
round,  by  which  it  eafily  feperated  and  fo 
came  away.  The  Arm  being  extracted,  I  palfed 
a  Hook,  which  I  fixed  into  the  Side,  and  pulled 
it  fideways,  to  draw  the  Buttocks  towards  the 
Orifice,  which  at  length  fucceeded,  tho'  it 
was  after  feveral  Attempts ;  I  then  brought  it 

double* 
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double,  the  poor  Woman  bearing  up  beyond 
expectation.  The  After-burthen  flicking, 
I  was  obliged  to  pafs  my  Hand  and  feparate 
it ;  the  Woman,  by  the  ufe  of  good  Cordial 
Medicines,  and  other  proper  Applications, 
did  very  well,  and  recovered  to  a  Miracle. 


CASE  VI. 

The  Child  prefenting  with  the  Buttocks 

fotemoji. 

C\  N  7’htirfday  September  the  i<?th,  1 72.5. 

lf  I  was  lent  for  to  a  Gentlewoman  about 
fix  miles  from  London ,  whom  fome  time  before 
I  was  ingaged  by  her  Husband  to  be  ready 
to  attend  whenever  there  lhould  be  occafion, 
and  as  foon  as  they  judged  by  her  complaints, 
that  her  Labour  would  come  on,  they  fent  for 
me.  The  Midwife  allured  me,  that  the 
Neck  of  the  Womb  was  Ipread,  and  the 
Membranes  with  the  Waters  thruft  forwards; 
but  after  I  came,  the  Pains  went  off,  and  I 
was  kept  there  that  night,  in  expectation  they 
'would  have  returned ;  but  lhe  refted  very  well, 
and  continuing  fo  the  next  day,  I  thought  I 
might  fafely  leave  her,  being  aflured  I  lhould 
be  fent  for  as  foon  as  her  Pains  returned. 

O  N 
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On  the  Sunday  following,  about  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  they  came  for  me  in  a 
great  hurry :  I  therefore  made  all  fpeed  ; 
and,  as  foon  as  I  got  there,  the  Midwife, 
upon  my  enquiry,  told  me,  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  gone  off 
about  four  hours  before;  that  foon  after  the 
breaking,  Ihe  found  the  Meconium  come 
away,  whence  Ihe  rightly  judged  that  the 
Child  prefented  with  the  Buttocks  foremoft, 
tho'  fhe  could  not,  with  the  extremities  of  her 
Fingers,  feel  any  Part  at  that  time,  it  lying  fo 
high  ;  but  when  I  came,  the  Buttocks  were 
funk  very  low  in  the  Paffage,  and  lb  fixed,, 
that  I  could  not,  with  all  my  ftrength,  either 
move  or  return  them  :  This  was  the  firft  time 
of  her  being  with  child  ;  and  the  Child  being 
large,  occasioned  this  difficulty. 

Things  being  in  this  ftate,  I  was  at; 
firft  under  fome  Dilemma  how  to  proceed, 
fearing,  that  if  I  brought  the  Child  by 
force  in  the  pofture  it  offered,  there  might 
be  fome  danger  of  lofing  it,  and  her  Mother 
would  fuffer  great  pain,  if  her  life  was 
faved.  Her  ftrength  being  good,  and  her' 
fpirits  not  funk,  I  was  unwilling  to  ule  any 
force,  and  therefore  refolved  to  have  pa¬ 
tience,  in  hopes  that,  her  Pains  being  ftrong, 
Nature  would  be  able  to  do  it's  own 
work ;  and  I  have  often  known  a  Child  born- 
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in  that  pofture  and  live;  which  is  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  fome  Writers. 

But  after  fome  time,  finding  the  Child 
to  advance  but  very  little,  (although  her 
Pains  were  very  ftrong)  and  her  friends, 
as  well  as  herfelf,  preffing  me  to  deliver  her, 
I  thought  it  advifable  to  attempt  it,  for 
fear  of  worfe  confequences,  her  fpirits  begin¬ 
ning  to  fink  ;  I  thereupon  endeavoured  to 
pafs  my  Fore-finger  between  the  Thigh 
and  Groin,  and  by  bending  it,  was  in  hopes 
to  have  pulled  the  Thigh  towards  me  ;  but, 
as  I  could  not  reach  far  enough  with  my 
Finger,  1  paflfed  a  blunt  Hook  over 
the  upper  Part  of  the  Thigh,  near  the 
Groin,  and  pulled  gently  :  By  this  method 
I  brought  that  Hip  nearer  to  the  outward 
Orifice,  and  was  now  able  to  pafs  both  my 
Fore-fingers,  with  which  I  grafped  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Thigh,  and  after  feveral 
eifays,  drew  it  out  to  the  Hips.  At  length 
I  got  out  both  Legs,  and  then  took  hold  of 
them  with  a  warm  cloth,  pulling  towards 
me  till  I  had  brought  the  Child  almoft  to 
the  Shoulders.  With  much  difficulty  (the 
Child  being  large,  and  filling  the  Paflfage) 

I  paflfed  up  my  Hand,  firft  on  one  fide, 
and  then  on  the  other,  to  bring  down  the 
Arms,  which,  after  I  had  effected,  I  laid 
one  Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  with  the  other 
I  took  hold  above  the  Shoulders,  and  pull¬ 
ing  towards  me,  the  Head  eafily  fol¬ 
lowed. 
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lowed.  The  Child  was  born  alive,  and  lived 
above  an  Hour  :  There  was  a  wound  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  Thigh,  occafioned  by 
the  Hook,  although  blunt. 


CASE  VII. 

A  Foetus  of  about  fix  Months  prefenting 
with  both  Feet ,  and  a  Flooding  pre¬ 
ceding. 

ON  Monday  OBober  the  4th,  1725.  I 
was,  about  4  o'  Clock,  called  upon  to 
lee  one  Mrs.  Jackfon ,  a  Waterman's  Widow 
at  Rotherhith  ;  her  Husband  died  the  Fri¬ 
day  before,  and  was  buried  the  night  be¬ 
fore  I  came  :  She  attended  his  Corpfe  to  the 
grave,  by  which  attendance,  and  through 
iorrow,  fhe  fell  into  the  illnefs  fhe  then  la¬ 
boured  under,  which  was  a  Flooding.  Upon 
examination,  I  found  the  inner  Orifice  of 
the  Womb  fpread,  and  both  the  Feet  of 
the  Foetus  paSed  through  it  *  Ihe  was  about 
fix  Months  gone  with  Child.  I  judged  it  ad- 
vifable  to  deliver  her  immediately,  and  well 
greafing  my  hand,  I  introduced  my  two 
Fore-fingers  into  the  outer  Orifice,  with 

D  which 
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which  I  took  hold  of  one  Ankle,  and 
pulled  with  all  tendernefs,  and  the  other 
Foot  following,  I  was  able  to  take  hold  of 
both  Legs ;  the  parts  were  fo  tender,  that 
the  Foot  of  the  Leg  I  firffc  took  hold  of, 
was  almoft  feparated  at  the  Ankle  ;  how¬ 
ever,  I  drew  the  Legs  on  gently  till  the 
Child  advanced  to  the  Shoulders  ;  then 
palling  up  my  hand,  I  brought  down  the 
Arms  on  each  Side.  I  now  endeavoured, 
by  laying  one  Hand  on  the  Breaft,  and 
with  the  other  taking  hold  above  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  to  extricate  the  Head  :  finding  it  ftick 
there,  I  palfed  up  my  Fore-finger  into  the 
Mouth,  but  the  Child  being  very  tender, 
the  Jaw  fplit  and  gave  way  ;  fo  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  bring  it  out  by  pulling  at  the 
Shoulders ;  but  this  would  not  do,  the  Body 
feparated  from  the  Neck,  and  left  the  Head 
behind  ;  wherefore  I  immediately  palfed  up 
my  Hand,  and  got  my  two  Fore-fingers 
above  the  Head,  and  prefling  with  them 
bent  upon  it,  I  brought  it  away. 

I  should  have  obferved,  that  after  the 
‘  Separation  of  the  Body,  the  After-burthen 
prefented  itfelf  before  the  Head,  and  came 
away  \  but  as  I  brought  the  Head  imme¬ 
diately  afterwards,  there  was  no  great  Lofs. 
of  Blood. 
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CASE  VIII. 

The  hack  Tart  of  the  Head  prefenting. 

C\C  f  0  B  E  R  the  i  ath,  1725.  two  Wo- 
^  men  came  to  ask  my  opinion  and  di¬ 
rections  for  a  Woman  who  had  been  fome 
days  in  Travail,  telling  me  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off 
about  two  Days  before,  and  that  her  Pains 
were  quite  gone  off.  I  enquired  what  had 
been  done  ;  they  told  me  Ihe  had  taken  a 
Clyfter  the  day  before,  which  I  ordered 
to  be  repeated  *  it  had  fo  good  effeCt  that 
her  Pains  returned,  but  not  lo  ftrong  as  to 
bring  the  Child  forwards :  Wherefore  about 
5  o’  clock,  I  was  fetched  to  her,  and  upon 
Examination  found  the  back  part  of  the 
Head  funk  fomewhat  low  into  the  outer  Ori¬ 
fice,  and  quite  bare,  the  Womb  being  tho¬ 
roughly  dilated  and  retired  from  it  :  I  there¬ 
fore  advifed,  when  her  Pains  came  on,  that 
flhe  ftiould  hold  her  breath,  and  force  down 
with  all  her  might,  which  Ihe  punctually 
obferving,  her  Pains  increafed,  and  the  Head 
funk  lower,  though  very  flowly  :  She  defired 

Da  I  would 
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I  would  tarry  to  fee  the  Event,  and  about 
ii  o'clock  I  had  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  a 
lively  and  lufty  Boy  born  :  I  bid  the  Mid¬ 
wife  take  care  to  greafe  the  Parts  well,  in 
order  to  make  them  flippery  and  more  rea¬ 
dily  give  way  to  the  Preffure  of  the  Child's 
Head.  This  Cafe  I  fet  down  only  as  a 
Caution  to  Pra&itioners  not  to  be  too  hafty. 


CASE  IX. 


Child  prefenting  the  Foot ,  with  a 
preceding  Procidentia,  
forward  of  the  inner  Orifice* 


N  Sunday  October  the  17th,  1725.  I 


was  fetched  to  a  Woman,  to  whom  I 


was  fent  for  fome  days  before,  on  account 
of  the  falling  down  of  the  whole  Neck  of 
the  Womb  with  a  relaxation  of  the  Liga¬ 
ments  :  There  was  a  Tumor  hanging  be¬ 
tween  and  without  the  Privities,  of  the  big- 
nefs  of  my  Fift,  fo  that  I  could  fcarce 
pafs  one  Finger  ;  I  thereupon  ordered  a 
Fomentation,  made  of  Red  Rofes,  Pomegra¬ 
nate  and  Chamomile  Flowers  boiled  in  Red 
Wine  and  Water,  and  to  foment  the  Part  for 


the 
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the  Space  of  half  an  Hour  twice  a  Day, 
and  afterwards  to  apply  to  it  a  Stupe  dipped 
in  the  fame,  renewing  it  as  often  as  it  grew 
cold  ;  with  this  Application  the  Tumor  fub- 
fided,  and  the  Parts  relaxed,  were  contracted. 

On  the  Sunday  following  I  was  fent  for 
again,  fhe  then  having  regular  Pains,  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
pa(Ted  off  the  Night  before;  whereupon  I 
paflTed  up  a  Finger  well  greafed,  and  found 
the  inner  Orifice  fomewhat  dilated,  but  very 
thick  and  hard,  and  one  of  the  Feet  pre- 
fenting  near  the  Orifice,  I  pafled  up  a  fecond 
Finger,  and  by  diftending  them  made  way 
for  the  third,  and  afterwards  for  my  whole 
Hand  ;  with  my  two  Fore-fingers  I  got 
hold  of  the  Ankle,  pulled  towards  me,  and 
brought  the  Leg  out,  as  far  as  the  Knee,  and 
then  taking  hold  of  it  in  one  Hand  with  a 
Cloth,  ‘  and  paffing  up  the  other  to  retain 
the  Womb,  I  pulled  gently  and  brought  it 
out  to  the  Buttocks  ;  finding  the  other  Leg 
was  bent  towards  the  Belly,  I  proceeded 
and  brought  the  Child  as  far  as  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  when  paffing  up  my  Hand,  firft  on 
one  Side,  and  afterwards  on  the  other,  I 
fetched  down  the  Arms :  This  done,  I  took 
hold  above  the  Shoulders  with  one  Hand, 
and  with  fomeTrouble  extricated  and  brought 
out  the  Head ;  with  the  other  I  Fill  kept  up 
and  fupported  the  innerOrifice  of  the  Womb, 
at  the  fame  time  dilating  it  with  my  Fingerso  ' 

The  Child  was  born  alive.  When  the  Li - 

gature 
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gature  was  made  in  the  Navel  -  firing,  I 
again  paffed  up  one  Hand  to  fupport  the 
Womb,  and  with  the  other  pulling  by  the 
String,  and  gently  lhaking  the  Placenta ,  it 
came  away  very  eafily,  and  perfectly  whole. 
I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  keep  a  Cloth  very 
clofe  to  her,  to  lay  her  Head  low,  and  her 
Legs  flrait  and  clofe  together. 


•k  i?  ft  'k  4*  'fr nl1  ft  *4’  ft  It ft  ir  i?  i?  i?  rk  i?  'fr •i11 4’  t4v 4?  ft  i?  «4»  '4*  4r  rfr  ir- i?  ft  ft  & 
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CASE  X. 

The  Placenta  foremoji ,  with  a  Flooding . 

T\E  C E M B E  R  the  5th,  1725.  I  was 
fent  for  to  a  poor  Woman,  the  Wife  of 
a  Chairman ;  I  had  been  with  her  about  fix 
weeks  before  on  account  of  a  Flooding, 
which  I  at  that  time  flopped  by  proper  ap¬ 
plications  ;  but  it  now  returned,  and  the 
Membranes  containing  the  Waters  were  broke 
before  I  was  lent  for,  and  a  large  Quantity 
of  Blood  was  voided,  but  fhe  had  no  Pains. 
I  palPed  up  two  Fingers  well  greafed,  and 
found  the  inner  Orifice  dilated  to  the  Breadth 
of  a  Crown,  and  very  thin,  within  it  was  the 
Placenta  lying  foremoft  ;  wherefore,  confi¬ 
ning  the  Quantity  of  Blood  fhe  had  al¬ 
ready 
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feady  loft,  and  that  it  was  ftill  continually 
flowing,  that  her  Pulfe  and  Spirits  began  to 
flag,  and  that  there  was  no  profpeft  of  a 
natural  Delivery,  I  thought  it  advifable  to 
deliver  her  immediately.  I  well  greafed  my 
whole  Hand,  and  palling  it  up,  I  met  with 
fome  Clods  in  the  Paflage,  which  I  re¬ 
moved,  and  then  getting  my  Fingers  into 
the  inner  Orifice,  found  the  Placenta  pref- 
fing  hard  upon  it  almoft  on  every  Side  ;  with 
fome  Difficulty  I  pafled  up  my  Hand  on 
one  Side,  and  the  firft  Thing  I  met  with 
was  the  Child's  Head,  therefore  I  advanced 
further  and  found  one  of  the  Feet  wrapped 
in  the  Membranes,  which,  pulling  towards 
me,  I  drew  out,  and  taking  hold  about  the 
Ankle  with  a  foft  Cloth,  brought  it  forwards 
(the  other  Leg  lying  bent  upon  the  Belly) 
to  the  Buttocks,  and  fo  on  to  the  Hips,  but 
not  without  fome  Difficulty  ;  taking  frefh 
hold,  I  pulled  it  as  far  as  the  Shoulders,  and 
brought  down  the  Arms,  and  then  clapping 
one  Hand  under  the  Breaft  to  fupport  it, 
with  the  other  I  took  hold  above  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  out  the 
Head;  but  finding  it  ftuck,  I  advanced  my 
two  Fore-fingers  and  got  them  into  the  Mouth, 
and  by  gently  pulling  here  and  at  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I  extricated  the  Flead.  After  a  fhort 
Time  the  Child  began  to  ftir,  foon  after  to 
fob,  and  then  cried  out  loudly.  The  Navel- 
firing  being  tied,  I  divided  it,  and  wrapping 
the  End  of  it  about  the  Fore-finger  of  my 

right 
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right  Hand,  with  the  other  I  took  hold  of 
it  higher  up,  and  pulled  towards  me,  gently 
lhaking  it  from  Side  to  Side  ;  but  finding  it 
ftuck,  I  palTed  up  my  Hand  and  endeavoured 
gently  to  feparate  it  with  the  Ends  of  my 
Fingers,  which  I  at  length  effe&ed,  and 
brought  it  out ;  but  fome  Part  of  the  Mem¬ 
branes  remaining  behind,  I  was  forced  to 
pafs  my  Hand  again  to  fetch  them  :  The 
String  being  very  rotten,  broke  from  the  ^Pla¬ 
centa  ;  and  I  Ihould  have  taken  Notice  that 
the  Child  came  fideways  in  the  Delivery, 
but  I  turned  it  to  bring  the  Face  towards 
the  Fundament  of  the  Mother, 


CASE  XI. 

A  Child  prefenting  one  Arm  and 

one  Foot. 


UEBRUARjT  the  a  2d,  1725-6.  I  was 
-*•  fetched  to  a  Woman  in  Labour,  and 
when  I  came  the  Midwife  told  me  Ihe  judged 
the  Child  to  prefent  with  both  Hands.  Upon 
my  Examination  I  found  one  Hand  and  one 
Foot  palPed  over  the  Head,  therefore  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  return  the  Arm  and  prefs  back 

the 
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the  Head,  but  was  not  able  to  return  it.  I 
next  took  hold  of  the  Foot,  in  hopes  the 
Arm  and  the  Head  would  have  readily  turned 
upwards,  could  I  have  brought  the  Foot 
forwards  ;  but  this  would  not  do,  for  I  could 
not  bring  it  forwards  \  the  Arm  and  Head 
funk  ftill  lower.  I  then  endeavoured,  find¬ 
ing  her  Pains  ftrong,  to  forward  her  Deli¬ 
very  in  the  Pofture  it  prefented,  and  there¬ 
upon  dilated  the  outer  Orifice,  and  taking 
hold  of  the  Wrift  and  pulling  tenderly  to¬ 
wards  me,  after  two  or  three  Pains,  I  brought 
out  the  Head  and  Arm,  the  other  Parts  fol¬ 
lowed,  as  ufual.  The  Burthen  adhering,  I 
was  forced  to  pafs  up  my  Hand  and  fepa- 
rate  it  as  gently  as  I  could,  upon  which  it 
readily  followed.  The  Child  was  born  alive, 
but  the  Arm  was  fwelled  and  black ;  it  died 
the  Night  after. 


CASE  XII 


he  Buttocks ,  Scrotum  and  Penis  pre - 


TUI  ARC  H  the  31ft,  1 726.  I  was  fetchedf 
to  the  Wife  of  a  Holier  in  King’s-Jtreety 
Wefimmjier  j  Ihe  was  about  thirty  three  or 


E 


four 
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four  Years  old,  and  had  been  married  to  her 
Husband  about  Eleven  Years,  but  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  with  Child  before.  The  Midwife 
told  me  the  Child  advanced  with  the  But¬ 
tocks  foremoft,  and  that  the  Waters  were 
gone  off  about  five  or  fix  hours  before  :  that 
Ihe  likewife  perceived  by  her  touch  the  Penis 
and  Scrotum  to  be  very  much  fwelled.  Upon 
my  examination  1  found  things  in  the  fame 
Hate  Ihe  reprefented  them  :  I  endeavoured 
with  my  Hand  to  pufh  the  Buttocks  back¬ 
wards,  but  could  not  fucceed,  they  being 
ftrongly  ri vetted  in  the  Paffage ;  I  therefore 
thought  it  advifable  to  forward  the  Deli¬ 
very  in  the  Pofture  it  prelented  :  Whereupon 
I  ordered  the  labouring  Woman  at  the  inftant 
her  Pains  came,  to  bear  ftrongly  down  and 
to  recover  her  Breath  flowly  upon  their 
going  off.  I  endeavoured  to  aftift  her  far¬ 
ther  by  dilating  the  Paffage  with  my  Fingers 
well  greafed  :  at  length  it  fucceeded  to  my 
wiffi,  for  the  Buttocks  finking  lower  I  was 
able  to  pafs  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  of  one 
Hand  above  the  Child's  Thigh  up  to  its 
Groin,  by  which  I  was  able  to  affift  a  little 
by  pulling  gently  towards  me  :  After  fome 
time  and  fome  ftrong  Pains  it  was  funk  fo 
low  that  I  paffed  up,  with  Difficulty,  the 
Fingers  of  my  other  Hand  under  the  Thigh, 
and  fo  brought  out  the  Buttocks,  Thighs 
and  Legs,  and  pulling  gently  towards  me, 
drew  it  out  to  the  Breaft  :  I  then  paffed  up 
my  Hand  on  one  fide  and  brought  down 

that 
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that  Arm,  and  afterwards  the  other  in  the 
fame  manner ;  and  by  clapping  one  Hand 
on  the  Breafl  and  the  ether  on  the  back  part 
above  the  Shoulders,  I  pulled  towards  me,,  and 
the  Head  loon  followed.  I  made  a  Ligature 
on  the  Navel-firing  and  divided  it,  the  Bur¬ 
then  by  gently  pulling  immediately  followed. 
The  Child  was  born  alive,  but  the  Scrotum 
and  Penis  were  much  fwelled,  and  it  was  a 
little  bruifed  in  one  Groin  by  the  end  of  my 
Fingers ;  however  by  proper  Applications 
the  Tumor  and  Enchymofis  both  of  the  Penis 
and  Scrotum  went  off:  the  Child  made  no 
water  for  thirty  hours,  but  as  the  tfumor  de¬ 
clined  it  made  water  very  readily  and  in  a 
large  quantity,  and  fo  recovered  beyond  our 
expe&ation. 


CASE  XIII. 

A  Child  with  the  Body  in  the  World , 
hut  picking  at  the  Head . 

APRIL  the  6th,  1726.  I  was  defired  to 
go  to  a  Woman  the  wife  of  a  Cabinet¬ 
maker,  where  when  I  came,  the  Midwife 
told  me  that  the  whole  Body  was  in  the 

E  2  World- 
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World,  and  that  it  ftuck  at  the  Head.  I 
thereupon  (well  knowing  the  Danger  the 
Child  mull  be  in,  being  fo  confined,  and 
that  it  would,  if  it  was  not  already,  be  very 
foon  choaked)  immediately  endeavoured  to 
extricate  the  Head,  which  I  foon  accom- 
plifhed  after  this  manner.  1  clapped  one 
Hand  flat  upon  the  Breaft,  and  with  the 
other  taking  hold  above  the  Shoulders,  drew 
towards  me,  but  the  Head  did  not  readily 
follow  :  I  therefore  paffed  my  Fingers  up  to 
the  Child's  Mouth,  fupporting  the  Breaft  with 
my  Wrift  and  Arm,  and  putting  one  Finger 
into  the  Mouth,  and  two  others  upon  the 
Cheeks,  I  pulled  towards  me,  and  at  the  fame 
time  drawing  with  my  other  Hand  above 
the  Shoulders,  brought  out  the  Head.  The 
Child  was  bom  alive,  but  died  foon  after. 
Upon  examining  the  Body  I  found  the  Skull 
fcarcely  offified  in  any  part,  and  fo  tender 
that  it  feemed  to  be  more  like  Parchment 
than  Bone,  for  it  gave  way  upon  the  leaff 
prelfure ;  the  Occiput  was  as  foft  as  the 
other  parts,  and  the  Sutures  were  very  open 
and  far  diftant  from  one  another  ;  the  Thighs 
were  very  Ihort,  and  the  Tibia  bending  very 
much  outwards,  both  the  Feet  were  turned 
inwards  and  upwards,  fo  that  the  Ankles 
(had  the  Child  been  placed  upright)  would 
have  firft  touched  the  ground  ;  both  the  up¬ 
per  and  lower  parts  of  each  Arm  were  very 
Ihort  and  thick,  and  the  flefh  lying  in  great 
Wrinkles  as  well  in  the  Arms  as  in  the  Thighs 
and  Legs.  CASE 
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CASE  XIV. 

The  bach,  part  of  the  Head prefenting * 

/ IP  R  I L  the  8th,  1726.  I  was  about  eight 
a  Clock  called  upon  to  go  to  the  Wife 
of  one  of  the  Prince’s  Servants  living  in  the 
Mews ;  fhe  had  a  dribling  Water  for  about 
thirty  hours  before,  and  upon  examination  I 
found  the  Womb  fpread  about  the  breadth 
of  a  Crown  piece,  and  the  Waters  gulhing' 
out  at  every  Pain,  though  her  Pains  were 
weak  :  in  this  condition  fhe  continued  ali 
night  and  the  next  day  with  little  variation, 
only  that  the  Womb  was  fpread  more  and 
the  head  funk  lower,  by  which  I  was  able 
to  judge  what  part  prefented,  and  found  it 
to  be  the  hinder  part  of  the  head  :  I  had  or¬ 
dered  her  a  Clyfter  and  the  following  draught, 

56  Aq .  Latl .  gij,  ‘Pteon.  comp .  3vj.  Ext  rati 
Thebaic .  gr ..  i  ft.  Syr .  Caryoph.  3iij* 

Which  I  repeated  in  about  twelve  hours, 
fhe  in  the  Interim  taking  mulled  Wine  and 
other  things  warm  :  On  the  fecond  night  I 
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ordered  the  Clyfter  and  Draught  to  be  re¬ 
peated  ;  her  Pains  came  on  fafter  and 
flronger,  and  the  Waters  left  off  dribling  * 
the  Head  was  funk  lower,  and  the  Womb  fo 
far  fpread  that  I  was  able  to  incompafs  that 
part  of  the  Head  with  my  Fingers :  fhe  had 
at  this  time  fo  loofe  Stools  that  her  Excre¬ 
ments  came  away  upon  her  {training  down¬ 
wards.  Things  continued  in  this  pofture  "till 
the  next  morning,  when  I  found  her  ftrength 
and  fpirits  to  decay  and  her  Pulfe  fink,  which 
made  me  apprehenfive  file  was  in  danger.  I 
had  before  endeavoured  with  my  Extrador 
to  bring  it  away,  but  was  not  able  to  fix  it, 
the  parts  giving  way  and  flipping  back  when 
I  made  any  preffure  upon  them,  fo  that  I 
was  forced  to  leffen  the  Head  by  making 
an  opening  in  the  Skull,  and  with  much  dif¬ 
ficulty  I  by  this  means  brought  out  the  Head, 
(the  Child,  I  believe,  was  dead  before  the 
opening  was  made)  and  afterwards,  the 
Shoulders  flicking,  I  was  obliged  to  pafs  the 
fore-Finger  of  each  hand  under  the  arm-pits, 
in  order  to  extrad  them  :  The  other  parts 
followed  very  eafily,  and  the  Burthen  foon 
after. 
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CASE  XV. 


The  Feet  for emof. 


UN E  the  3d,  172^.  I  was  about  eleven 


j  a  Clock  at  night  fetched  by  a  neighbour¬ 
ing  Apothecary  to  his  Wife  who  had  been  in 
Labour  ever  fince  one  a  Clock  that  morning. 
Upon  examination,  I  found  the  Membranes 
much  extended  by  the  Waters,  and  her  Pains 
ftrong,  but  not  bearing  forwards ;  fhe  conti¬ 
nued  in  this  condition  "till  about  five  a  Clock 
the  next  morning,  when  upon  a  ftrong  Pain 
the  Membranes  gave  way,  and  the  Waters 
gufhed  out.  I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  I 
could  not  feel  any  part  of  the  Child  until  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  which  made  me 
judge  it  would  prefent  in  a  wrong  pofture, 
as  it  accordingly  did  ;  for  upon  the  palling  off 
of  the  Waters,  the  Feet  came  foremoft  with 
the  Toes  towards  the  right  Hip  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther;  when  it  was  advanced  as  far  as  the 
Hips,  by  gently  turning  it  I  brought  the 
Face  towards  the  Mother's  fundament  :  af¬ 
terwards  I  drew  it  almoft  to  the  Shoulders, 
wrapping  warm,  dry,  and  foft  linnen  Cloths 


about 
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about  the  Hips  and  Body.  It  was  with  lome 
difficulty  I  brought  down  the  Arms;  but  that 
being  done,  I  placed  one  Hand  flat  upon  th^ 
Breaft  to  fupport  it,  and  with  the  other  took 
hold  above  the  Shoulders  and  pulled  towards 
me,  but  the  Head  flicking  I  was  forced  to 
pafs  the  ends  of  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth, 
and  fo  brought  out  the  Head.  Immediately 
I  made  a  Ligature  upon  the  firing  and  di¬ 
vided  it,  and  wrapping  the  end  about  my 
Fingers  palled  my  hand  up  towards  the 
h centa ,  and  finding  it  ftuck  to  the  bottom  of 
the  Womb,  I  feparated  it  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers  and  brought  it  away.  The  Child 
at  its  firft  appearance  feemed  to  be  dead, 
but  in  a  little  time  began  to  move  and  gra¬ 
dually  to  recover ;  it  proved  a  large  and  lufty 
Girl. 


CASE  XVL 


ON  Sunday ,  Auguft  the  14th,  1726.  I 
was  fetched  to  a  Woman  near  Red-Lyon 
Square,  who  laboured  under  a  violent 
Flooding  ;  I  found  her  pulle  very  languid 


and 
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and  blood  coming  away  upon  every  little 
pain  :  The  Midwife  told  me  that  fhe  had 
been  in  that  way  for  feveral  hours,  and  had 
loll  very  much  blood  ;  I  therefore  paffed  up 
my  Fore-finger  into  the  Vagina  towards  the 
inner  Orifice,  which  I  found  dilated  to  the 
breadth  of  a  Crown  piece  :  it  was  thin,  and 
would  readily  give  way.  I  told  the  per- 
fons  prefent,  that  upon  conlideration  of  the 
preceding  great  lofs  of  blood,  and  the  likeli¬ 
hood  of  its  continuance  (her  Pains  being  like- 
wife  fo  fmall  that  they  could  not  force  the 
Child  forward)  I  thought  it  highly  advifable 
to  attempt  the  Delivery,  whilft  fhe  had 
Strength  to  undergo  it,  at  the  fame  time 
laying  before  them  the  danger  the  poor  Wo¬ 
man  was  in  :  both  She  and  They  readily 
fubmitted  to  what  I  thought  fit  ;  I  therefore 
put  her  in  a  good  poflure,  and  well  greafing 
my  hand,  endeavoured  to  pafs  it,  keeping 
my  Fingers  clofe  together;  but  I  had  home 
difficulty,  for  the  outer  Orifice  was  very 
ftrait,  it  being  her  firfl  Child;  after  which  I 
gently  dilated  the  inner  Orifice  of  the 
Womb  by  fpreading  my  Fingers,  and  in  a 
fmall  time  paffed  up  my  whole  Hand,  where 
I  found  the  Child  floating  in  the  Waters  with 
its  Head  towards  the  Birth  :  I  gently  pufh’d 
it  backwards,  and  breaking  the  Membranes 
with  my  Fingers,  took  hold  of  a  Foot,  which 
I  drew  towards  me;  the  other  parts  readily 
followed  :  When  I  had  brought  it  to  the 
Shoulders,  I  paffed  up  my  Hand  and  fetched 
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down  the  Arms,  and  then,  as  ufual,  clapping 
one  Hand  upon  the  Breaft  to  fupport  it,  and 
the  other  above  the  Shoulders,  I  drew  for¬ 
wards,  but  finding  the  Child  ftuck  at  the 
Head,  I  put  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth, 
and  prefling  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  it  readily 
followed.  I  then  fetched  the  After-burthen, 
which  gave  me  little  or  no  difficulty.  The 
Child  was  born  alive,  and  did  well  afterwards, 
and  fo  did  the  Mother. 


CASE  XVII. 

The  Hip  for emojt. 

ON  Monday ,  Jugufl  the  8th,  1 726.  I  was 
called  upon  to  go  to  the  Wife  of  a 
Joyner  near  Red- Lion- ftreet ,  where,  upon 
examination  the  Midwife  told  me  the  Waters 
had  been  gone  for  fome  time,  but  what  part 
prefented  fhe  could  not  dire&ly  tell  :  Upon 
palling  up  my  Fore-finger  I  found  it  prefent 
with  one  Hip ;  the  inner  Orifice  was  fpread 
as  broad  as  the  Palm  of  my  hand  and  very 
thin,  and  the  Hip  was  funk  low  towards  the 
Birth,  but  her  Pains  were  not  ftrong.  I 
therefore,  firft  well  greafing  my  Hand,  palled 
up  two  Fingers,  and  fo  far,  that  I  was  able 

to 
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to  get  my  fore-and  middle-Finger  oyer  the 
upper  part  of  the  Child's  Thigh  towards  its 
Groin  :  I  was  not  able  to  return  or  put  back 
the  Thigh,  it  was  funk  fo  low;  wherefore 
bending  the  upper  joints  of  my  Fingers  to¬ 
wards  the  Groin,  I  pulled  gently  towards  me, 
and  brought  the  Child  fomewhat  forwards. 
I  was  now  able  to  pafs  up  two  Fingers  of 
my  other  Hand  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Thigh,  and  the  ends  of  all  my  Fingers  met 
above  the  Groin  :  when  I  had  taken  this  hold, 
I  ordered  the  Woman  to  bear  ftrongly  down, 
and  by  thefe  means  I  extricated  that  Hip, 
and  the  other  immediately  followed  :  I  then 
took  hold  with  a  foft  dry  Cloth  above  the 
Hips  and  brought  it  to  the  Shoulders,  and 
palling  up  my  hand,  fetched  down  one  Arm, 
and  afterwards  the  other;  and  having  got 
the  Palm  of  one  hand  placed  upon  its  Breaft 
to  fupport  it,  with  the  other  I  took  hold 
above  the  Shoulders,  and  pulling  gently,  the 
Head  very  readily  followed.  There  was  no 
difficulty  in  fetching  the  After-burthen.  The 
Child  was  born  alive,  and  was  very  brisk 
and  lively.  I  Ihould  have  obferved  I  took 
care  to  turn  the  Child  (it  at  firft  prefenting 
fideways,  with  the  Face  towards  the  Hip) 
and  to  bring  it  with  the  Face  towards  the 
Back  of  the  Mother. 


F  a 
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CASE  XVIIL 


A  Flooding . 


the  1 8th,  1728,  I  was  defired  to  go 


to  a  poor  Woman  the  Wife  of  a  Gobler 
in  Weftminjter ,  and  upon  examination  I  was 
told  by  the  Midwife,  that  fhe  had  Flooded 
for  fome  time,  and  loft  a  large  quantity  of 
blood,  and  had  been  feized  with  a  Convul- 
fion  fit  fome  time  before  I  came :  I  thereupon 
touched  her,  and  found  the  Placenta  (being 
feparated  from  the  bottom  of  the  Womb) 
fallen  down  to  the  Os  Internum ,  which  was 
opened  enough  to  admit  my  hand,  and  an 


edge  of  the  Placenta  lying  in  the  Orifice  be 


fore  the  Membranes  that  contained  the  Wa¬ 
ters  :  the  Infant  was  ftill  floating  in  them 
with  its  Head  foremoft*  but  as  the  Placenta 
upon  every  pain  was  protruded  into  the  Paf- 
fage,  and  the  Child’s  head  was  not  far  ad¬ 
vanced,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
only  way  left  to  fave  the  Woman  was  to  at¬ 
tempt  a  fpeedy  Delivery.  Certainly  it  is 
much  better  to  attempt  the  Delivery,  though 
there  is  little  hopes  of  fuccefs,  than  to  leave 
a  Woman  in  thofe  circumftances,  where  death, 


unlefs 
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unlefs  fhe  is  delivered,  muft  inevitably  enfue. 
I  therefore  paflfed  up  my  hand  through  the 
Vagina  to  the  inward  Orifice,  which,  as 
I  faid  before,  was  dilated  wide  enough  to 
admit  it,  and  found  the  Infant  floating  in  the 
Waters :  I  broke  the  Membranes,  and  before 
the  Waters  were  all  palled  off,  I  edfily  got 
hold  of  the  Feet,  which  immediately  I  drew 
towards  me,  but  finding  the  Toes  turned  to 
the  Belly  of  the  Mother,  I  took  care  in 
drawing  it  further  out,  to  turn  Toes  and 
Face  backwards.  The  Head  being  brought 
out  as  far  as  the  Shoulders,  ftuck  there,  and 
according  to  my  u fual  Method,  clapping 
a  finger  or  two  into  the  Mouth  of  the  Child, 
and  pulling  with  my  other  hand,  placed  upon 
the  Shoulders,  I  delivered  the  Woman.  The 
Child  was  born  dead,  which  is  generally  the 
fate  of  thofe  Children  whofe  Placenta  offers 
firft,  if  a  proper  perfon  is  not  at  hand  to  de¬ 
liver  them  immediately.  The  reafon  is  ob¬ 
vious,  becaufe  the  Infant  fubfifts,  whilfi:  in 
the  Womb,  by  the  blood  which  is  carried 
from  the  Vcffels  of  the  Womb  to,  and  through 
the  Placenta  to  the  Umbilical  Veffels,  and  lb 
on  to  the  Infant,  which  is  foon  fuffocated  if 
that  circulation  is  any  ways  obftructed. 
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CASE  XIX 


A  Flooding. 


.  I  was  fent  for  after 


morning  to  a  poor 


Woman  in  Bridewell  Precindf,  who  about  ten 
days  before  had  been  leized  with  a  great 
Flooding,  which  by  fome  applications  was  at 
that  time  in  a  great  mealure  flopped  •  but 
returning  with  the  former  violence,  I  was  fent 
for  again.  Upon  examination,  I  found  her 
Pulfe  low,  her  Spirits  much  funk,  and  the 
draining  continued,  which  gave  me  occafion 
to  conje&ure  that  the  Placenta  was  either  in 
part,  or  wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus  ; 
whereupon  I  paffed  my  hand  into  the  Vagina, 
which  I  found  almoft  flopped  up  with  clod¬ 
ded  blood  j  this  I  immediately  removed,  and 
palling  my  two  fore-fingers  into  the  inner 
Orifice  (which  was  dilated  wide  enough  to 
admit  the  ends  of  four  fingers)  I  found  part 
of  the  Placenta  prefenting  firft-  1  thought  it 
advilable  to  attempt  the  Delivery  imme¬ 
diately,  and  by  putting  the  ends  of  my  Fin¬ 
gers  into  the  inner  Orifice,  and  fpreading 
them  to  extend  it,  I  was  able,  after  fome 


dif- 
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difficulty,  to  pafs  my  whole  Hand  into  the 
Uterus,  and  prefling  forward  by  that  part  of 
the  Placenta  which  hung  loofe,  I  found  the 
Child  floating  in  its  Waters,  the  Membranes 
being  yet  whole  :  I  endeavoured  to  break  or 
tear  them  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  which 
in  a  fhort  time  I  effected,  and  having  found 
the  Feet,  drew  them  towards  the  inner  Ori- 
flee ;  but  upon  bringing  my  Hand  through 
it,  one  of  the  Feet  flipped  my  hold,  which 
I  endeavoured  to  recover,  but  could  not 
readily  get  at  it ;  the  other  Foot  I  took  hold 
of  with  a  fbft  Cloth  above  the  Ankle,  and 
pulled  gently  towards  me,  by  which  it 
readily  came  out  as  fir  as  the  Knee,  and  by 
palling  up  my  fingers  again,  I  found  the 
other  foot  protruded  into  the  inner  Orifice, 
which  with  lome  little  trouble  I  drew  out, 
and  then,  taking  hold  of  both  with  a  foft 
Cloth,  drew  them  out  to  the  Thighs  *  the 
Buttocks  followed  with  very  little  difficulty, 
and  the  whole  body  as  far  as  the  Shoulders. 
I  fetched  down  the  Arms,  and  brought  out 
the  Head,  in  the  fame  manner  as  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  Cafe:  immediately  I  fetched  the 
Placenta,  having  made  a  Ligature  upon  the 
Umbilical  Velfels  :  The  Infant  feemed  at 
firft  to  be  dead,  but  after  fome  time  it  gra¬ 
dually  recovered,  which  plainly  proves  that 
the  Placenta  was  not  wholly  feparated  from 
the  Uterus. 


CASE 
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CASE  XX. 

The  JSavel-Jlring  thrufl  out  beyond  the 

Labia  Pudendi. 

*jtUNE  the  7th,  1728.  I  was  deflred  to  go 
j  to  a  poor  Woman  in  Little  Bofwel  Courts 
and  when  I  came,  the  Midwife  informed  me 
that  the  Navel-firing  was  thrufl  into  •  the 
Vagina  beyond  the  Os  inter num,  but  fhe 
could  not  inform  me  what  other  part  pre- 
fented,  not  being  able,  as  file  faid,  to  reach 
any  other  part.  Many  Midwives  are  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  method  of  Touching,  which  of¬ 
ten  occafions  very  great  misfortunes  both  to 
the  Mother  and  Infant,  and  fometimes  is  the 
death  of  both,  but  moft  commonly  the  Child  ; 
which  being  for  fome  time  engaged  in  a 
wrong  pofture,  and  the  Waters  gone  off,  the 
Uterus  is  fo  collapfed,  it  gives  great  trouble 
to  the  Operator,  much  more  pain  to  the  Mo¬ 
ther,  and  very  often,  as  I  faid  before,  occa¬ 
fions  the  death  of  the  Infant ;  all  which  may 
be  prevented  if  a  skilful  Operator  is  fent  for 
in  time  :  but  to  return  to  the  Cafe.  The  Mid¬ 
wife  told  me,  that  theMembranes  were  broke, 
and  the  Waters  gone  off  about  half  an  hour 

before 
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before  I  came;  whereupon  I  immediately 
•touched  her,  and  found  the  Navel -firing 
hanging  down  between  the  Labia  Pudendi . 
I  could  not  find  any  pulfation  in  it,  where¬ 
fore  I  judged  the  Child  to  be  dead.  I  then 
palTed  my  hand  into  the  Vagina,  and  found 
the  Head  of  the  Child  lying  fideways ;  it  was 
prelTed  down  upon  the  Os  internum ,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  Paffage  :  I  therefore  endea¬ 
voured  to  force  the  Head  fomewhat  back, 
that  I  might  be  the  better  able  to  pafs  my 
Hand  and  return  the  Navel-firing:  in  doing 
this,  I  had  fome  trouble,  the  Head  being  fo 
ftrongly  engaged;  but  in  a  little  time  I  parted 
my  Hand  beyond  the  Head,  and  prefling  it 
forward,  found  one  of  the  Feet,  which  I  drew 
towards  me ;  it  readily  following,  I  took 
hold  above  the  Ankle  with  a  dry  Cloth,  and 
drawing  on,  the  Buttocks  funk  fo  low,  that  I 
got  the  end  of  my  Fore-finger  to  the  Groin, 
and  bending  it,  I  prefTed  downwards ;  with 
my  other  Hand  at  the  fame  time  I  pulled  the 
Leg,  and  the  Buttocks  readily  followed.  I 
was  now  able  to  extricate  the  other  Leg, 
and  taking  hold  above  both  Knees  with  a 
dry  Cloth,  I  pulled  towards  me  in  a  flrait 
line,  and  the  Body  readily  advanced  to 
the  Shoulders;  then  parting  my  hand,  I 
brought  down  firfl  one  Arm,  and  afterwards 
the  other,  and  clapping  one  hand  flat  to  the 
breafl  in  order  to  fupport  it,  with  the  other 
I  took  hold  backwards  above  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  and  endeavoured  to  bring  forward  the 
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Head;  but  that  flicking,  I  was  forced  to 
put  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth,  by  pref- 
fing  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  and  at  the  fame 
time  pulling  with  my  other  hand  at  the 
Shoulders,  I  extricated  the  Head.  The  Child, 
as  I  prognofticated,  was  born  dead.  I  twifted 
the  Navel-ftring  about  two  Fingers  of  my 
right  hand,  and  palling  up  my  left,  I  took 
hold  near  the  Placenta,  and  by  gently  pul¬ 
ling,  it  readily  followed.  By  thus  taking  hold 
near  the  Placenta  you  are  in  lefs  danger  of 
breaking  the  String,  and  the  Placenta  comes 
away  more  eafily. 


CASE  XXL 

An  Am  protruded  out  oj  the  inner  Ori¬ 
fice  quite  up  to  the  Shoulder ,  and  the 
Hand  lent  backwards  in  the  ^Pafi- 

fw- 

JUNE  the  8th,  1728.  I  was  fetched 
j  about  feven  in  the  Evening  to  a  Woman 
whom  they  told  me  had  been  lome  days  in 
Labour,  and  the  Midwife  affirmed  that  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run 
cff  die  preceding  day  ;  and  further,  that  lhe 
thought  a  Foot  prefented  ;  but  upon  my 
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Touching  I  found  it  to  be  the  hand  bent 
backwards  in  the  Paflage,  and  protruded 
out  of  the  inner  Orifice  up  to  the  Shoulder; 
the  Head  prefented  at  the  fide  of  the  inner 
Orifice,  and  was  prefled  within  the  bones 
that  form  the  Pelvis  :  whereupon  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  pufti  it  back,  in  order  to  return 
the  Arm ;  but  not  being  able  to  effect  it,  I 
with  fome  difficulty  paffed  my  Hand  by  the 
fide  of  it,  and  the  firft  part  I  met  with  was 
the  other  Arm  :  not  being  able  to  reach  the 
Feet,  I  pulled  that  Arm  forward,  by  which 
means  I  found  room  to  pals  my  hand  far¬ 
ther  up,  and  got  two  Fingers  under  the 
Ham ;  I  drew  the  Knee,  and  confequently 
the  Foot  towards  me,  which  I  took  hold  of 
above  the  Ankle,  drew  it  out,  and  faftned 
a  String  round  it  to  fecure  it :  I  then  endea¬ 
voured  to  find  the  other  Leg,  but  it  being 
bent  upwards  towards  the  Child's  belly,  I 
drew  the  firft  Leg  forwards,  by  which  means 
the  Buttocks  advanced,  and  as  loon  as  I  was 
able,  I  got  my  two  Fore-fingers  up  to  the 
Groin  and  bent  them ;  by  pulling  there  with 
one  hand,  and  with  my  other  pulling  the 
Leg  I  had  before  brought  down  (which  I 
had  wrapped  in  a  dry  Cloth  to  have  the 
ftronger  hold),  I  drew  it  out  to  the  Hips, 
and  fo  on  to  the  Shoulders,  and  paffing  my 
Hand  above  them,  I  brought  down  one 
Arm,  and  afterwards  the  other;  I  clapped 
one  Hand  flat  to  the  breaft  to  fupport  it,  and 
with  the  other  took  hold  behind  above  the 

G  2  Shoul- 


44 


CASES  in  !N^idwifjry. 

Shoulders,  and  by  gently  pulling  and  (hat¬ 
ing  the  Child  I  endeavoured  to  extricate  the 
Head,  which  not  readily  following,  I  paffed 
up  the  two  Fore-fingers  of  my  left  hand 
into  the  Mouth,  and  by  preffing  them  upon 
the  lower  Jaw,  and  with  my  other  hand 
pulling  at  the  fame  time  above  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I  brought  it  out :  I  fetched  the  Bur¬ 
then  as  before.  The  Child  was  dead,  which 
I  judged  to  proceed  from  its  having  lain  fo 
long  in  the  pofture  I  found  it :  the  Head  at 
firft  was  preffed  down  fideways,  and  locked 
between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis;  the  Mid¬ 
wife  not  knowing  how  to  Touch  as  (he 
ought,  (he  was  not  capable  of  judging  how 
the  Child  lay,  nor  how  long  it  had  been 
thus  pitched. 

i 

When  the  Child  is  not  very  large,  and 
the  Woman  has  had  Children  before,  there 
is  not  always  a  neceflity  for  pulling  down 
both  the  feet ;  for  if  one  Leg  prefents,  and 
the  other  is  bent  forward  towards  the  Child's 
Belly,  it  will  eafily  pals ;  but  in  this  cafe, 
as  well  as  when  the  Buttocks  prefent,  the 
Meconium  generally  comes  away,  which 
proceeds  from  the  Infant’s  Knee  or  Knees 
being  ftrongly  prelfed  againft  its  Belly  in  the 
Birth. 
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CASE  XXII. 

•> 

One  Hand  and  the  Arm  flipped  down 
through  the  inner  Orifice  into  the 
Vagina. 

7UNE  the  20th,  1728.  I  was  fetched  be¬ 
fore  five  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  the 
Wife  of  a  Hackney  Coachman  :  upon  en¬ 
quiry  the  Midwife  told  me  that  one  Hand 
and  the  Arm  was  flipped  down  through  the 
inner  Orifice  into  the  Vagina,  and  that  it  had 
laid  fo  for  fome  hours,  and  the  Waters,  ihe 
faid,  were  gone  off  feveral  hours  before  the 
Hand  was  protruded.  I  rebuked  her  for  not 
lending  fooner,  but  (he  alledged  for  excufe 
the  poverty  of  the  Woman,  and  her  hopes 
that  her  Labour  might  have  fucceeded  in 
time.  As  to  the  firft,  I  told  her,  that  was 
no  bar  to  my  coming,  for  I  never  refilled  to 
go  where  the  life  of  either  a  Woman  or 
Child  was  in  danger  of  being  loft  ;  and  as  to 
the  latter,  I  lhewed  her  that  it  was  impof- 
fible  in  the  pofture  the  child  prefented,  it 
could  ever  be  born  :  Whereupon  I  imme¬ 
diately  paffed  my  Hand,  being  firft  well 
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greafed  with  butter,  into  the  Vagina,  where 
I  found  both  the  Hand  and  Arm  funk  very 
low,  and  palling  it  further,  found  the  inner 
Orifice  quite  flopped  up  by  the  Shoulder, 
which  was  likewife  funk  very  low :  I  en¬ 
deavoured  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  to 
thruft  the  Shoulders  upwards,  and  to  return 
the  Arm,  but  found  it  impoffible,  it  was  fo 
flrongly  locked  in  the  Pelvis,  and  the  Wa¬ 
ters  being  run  off  fo  long  before,  the  Womb 
was  very  much  collapfed :  I  therefore  endea¬ 
voured  to  pafs  my  Fingers  and  Hand  be¬ 
tween  the  Shoulder  and  inner  Orifice  into 
the  Womb,  which,  after  fome  difficulty,  I 
effected  :  I  found  'the  Child  lying  crofs  the 
Womb,  with  its  Head  bent  towards  the  fide  ; 
I  fearched  after  the  Feet,  but  the  firft  part 
I  met  with  was  the  other  Arm,  which  I  put 
out  of  my  way,  and  going  further  on,  I  at 
length  met  with  one  Foot,  which  1  drew 
outwards,  but  feveral  times  it  flipped  from 
between  my  Fingers ;  at  laft  I  brought  it 
fo  far  out,  that  I  was  able  to  pafs  a  Ligature 
above  the  Ankle,  and  endeavouring  to  bring 
it  forward,  found  it  gave  way  at  the  Knee; 
whereupon  I  pafled  my  hand  and  took  hold 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  Thigh ;  but  the  Leg, 
notwithftanding  all  my  precaution,  came  off 
at  the  Knee ;  the  Child  had  been  dead  for 
fome  time,  and  it  was  but  about  the  eighth 
Month  of  the  poor  Woman’s  reckoning.  I 
was  forced  to  pafs  my  hand  again,  in  learch 
for  the  other  Leg,  which  I  readily  found, 

and 


47 


CASES  in  Mijdwifry. 

and  taking  hold  above  the  Ankle,  I  drew  it 
towards  the  Hips;  the  Body  and  Shoulders 
readily  followed,  and  the  Arm  and  Shoulder 
which  were  funk  down,  at  the  fame  time 
were  drawn  inwards  :  it  ftuck  very  little  at 
the  Head,  which  was  eafily  extricated.  I 
then  pafled  up  my  Hand  to  fetch  the  Bur¬ 
then,  the  lower  part  of  the  String  being 
turned  twice  round  the  Fingers  of  my  other 
Hand  :  it  adhered  to  the  Uterus ;  I  therefore 
feparated  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  and 
brought  it  out ;  but  finding  that  fome  part 
of  the  Membranes  were  torn  off,  and  left  in 
the  Womb,  I  paffed  my  Hand  a  fecond  time, 
and  brought  them  for  the  moft  part  away,, 
leaving  the  remainder  to  come  along  with 
the  Cleanfings. 


CASE  XXIII. 

A  Child  coming  right ,  hut  Jiicking  in 
the  ^ujfagey  and  the  Placenta  ad- 

JUNE  the  28th,  1728.  I  was  called  upon 
to  go  to  fee  a  poor  Woman  in  Labour : 
the  Midwife  told  me  the  Pains  were  Ihort, 

with* 
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with  long  Intervals.  I  felt  her  pulfe,  which 
was  regular  and  ftrong,  and  upon  Touching 
her,  found  the  Child  to  prefent  its  Head, 
but  high  :  whereupon  I  advifed  patience, 
ordering  a  Clyfter  and  a  Cordial  Hypnotick 
Draught  after  it,  the  latter  to  be  repeated  in 
eight  hours,  if  the  Child  did  not  advance  and 
her  Pains  increafe :  the  firft  not  anfwering, 
they,  agreeably  to  my  dire&ions,  repeated  the 
draught  in  the  evening  :  between  three  and 
four  a'clock  the  next  morning  I  was  fent  for 
again  ;  I  then  found  the  Child  but  little  ad¬ 
vanced,  her  pulfe  very  quick  and  labouring, 
and  the  Womb  very  much  fpread,  fo  that  I 
could  entirely  pafs  my  Fingers  round  the 
Head  to  the  Ears,  for  it  was  no  ways  en¬ 
gaged,  butloofe;  the  Vagina  was  large,  Ihe 
having  had  feven  or  eight  Children  before ; 
wherefore  confidering  that  her  pulfe  grew 
languid,  and  that  her  ftrength  decreafed,  I 
thought  it  advifable  to  attempt  her  Delivery. 
I  endeavoured  to  prefs  the  Child  back,  that 
I  might  be  able  to  turn  it  and  get  the  Feet; 
but  it  was  fo  locked  at  the  Shoulders,  I  was 
not  able  to  move  it ;  whereupon  I  pafled  my 
Extractor  and  drew  it  with  much  difficulty 
forwards  without  the  Labia,  and  then  taking 
hold  of  the  Head  on  each  fide  with  my 
Hands  (which  cannot  be  done  whilft  it  lies 
in  the  Vagina)  I  drew  the  Shoulders  out ; 
the  other  parts  readily  followed.  A  Liga¬ 
ture  being  made  upon  the  Umbilical  Vefifels, 
I  cut  them,  and  pafled  one  Hand  into  the 

Womb, 


49 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

Womb,  and  at  the  fame  time  twilling  the 
String  about  the  two  Fingers  of  my  other,  I 
found  the  Placenta  adhering  to  the  Uterus, 
which  I  gently  divided  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  and  drew  it  out.  The  Child  was 
born  alive. 

This  Cafe  proves,  that  a  Child  pre- 
fcnting  right,  but  (licking  in  the  Paffage, 
may  be  brought  alive  (I  won't  fay  always) 
without  either  the  ufe  of  Hooks,  or  ieffening 
the  Head,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  mol 
former  Writers. 


CASE  XXIV. 

A  Woman  who  had  Twins,  the  one 
horn,  and  a  great  Flooding  fucceeding , 
the  other  remaining  in  the  Womb. 


^fULT the  fird,  1728.  I  was  fent  for  be*- 
J  tween  four  and  five  in  the  morning,  to  a 
poor  Woman.  The  Midwife  told  me,  that 
one  Child  had  been  born  fome  time  before, 
and  that  there  was  another  remaining  behind, 
that  the  Membranes,  with  the  Waters,  prefled 
for  wards, and  were  verv  tight  at  every  Pain:  but 
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the  Woman  having  Flooded  very  much  after 
the  Birth  of  the  firft  Child,,  the  Midwife 
could  not  tell  me  what  part  of  the  fecond 
prefented.  I  firfl  examined  her  Pulfe,  which 
I  found  very  low,  and  fcarce  diftinguifliable : 
lhe  labour'd  under  cold  fweats,  and  all  the 
lymptoms  of  approaching  death.  I  blamed 
the  Midwife  for  not  fending  for  me  fooner;. 
but  fhe  urged  in  excufe,  that  the  other  Child 
was  born  before  fhe  came:  I  told  her,  that 
whenever  there  were  fuch  violent  Floodings 
preceding  a  Birth,  fhe  might  allure  herfielf 
the  Placenta  was  al  ways  in  part,  if  not  wholly 
fieparated  from  the  Uterus,  and  therefore  the 
Delivery  ought  to  have  been  haflened.  The 
Flooding,  to  all  outward  Appearance,  was 
over  at  the  time  I  came  :  this  proceeded  from 
the  Vagina  being  flopped  up  by  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  which  were  diflended  with  the  Child: 
and  Waters..  As  death  was  the  unavoidable 
conlequence,  if  fhe  was  not  loon  deliver'd  ; 
fb  on  the  other  fide,  there  being  fmall  hopes 
of  faving  her,  fhould  I  attempt,  the  Delivery, 

I  was  in  fufpence  w.hat  to  do;  yet  as  I  had 
fometimes  fieen  Perfons  recover  upon  Deli¬ 
very,  contrary  to  my  expectations,  I. thought 
it  advifable  to  undertake  it  :  Whereupon  I. 
pafled  up  my  Hand,  and  found  the  Mem-, 
branes  much  extended  with  the  Waters,  and5 
the  Legs  of  the  Infant  (which  the  Midwife 
knew  nothing  of,  not  knowing  how  to* 
Touch)  preffed  very  forward  into  the  Va¬ 
gina;  I  immediately  broke  the.  Membrane^ 
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with  my  Nails,  and  taking  hold  of  a  Foot, 
drew  the  Child  forwards  ;  but  finding  the 
String  was  between  the  Thighs,  as  foon  as  it 
was  come  out  to  the  Buttocks,  I  bent  the 
Leg  and  Thigh,  to  extricate  the  String;  and 
then  drawing  towards  me,  1  found  the  String 
twilled  again  round  the  Body  ;  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  and  Head  readily  followed.  Faffing  up 
my  Hand  to  Fetch  the  Placenta,  I  found  it 
wholly  feparated  from  the  Womb,  and  Hop¬ 
ping  up  the  Vagina :  I  drew  it  out,  and  a 
large  quantity  of  blood  and  waters  followed. 
The  blood  which  was  extrayafated  in  the 
Womb,  proceeded  from  the  feparation  of  the 
Placenta,  and  both  the  waters  and  blood  were 
kept  ifi  by  the  Membranes  and  the  Child's 
Hopping  up  the  paffage.  The  Infant  was  born 
dead;  the  Placenta,  having  been  fome  time 
leparated :  the  Woman,  as  I  was  informed 
afterwards,  died  loon  after  I  left  her.  The 
Midwife  not  fending  in  time,  the  poor  Wo¬ 
man  was  quite  exhaufied  of  her  blood,  from 
the  large  effufion  caufed  by  the  Burthen's 
being  feparated. 

This  Cafe  fhould  be  a  caution  to  Mid¬ 
wives,  and  others  affifting,  that  in  great 
Floodings  the  Delivery  Ihould  never  be 
deferred,  by  which  the  Life  of  the  Mother 
and  Child  Would  be  very  often  preferved  : 
if  the  Woman  in  this  cafe  is  not  delivered, 
death  certainly  attends  the  Mother,  Child, 
or  both.  The  occafion  of  this  Flooding 
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proceeds  from  the  Womb’s  being  kept  di in¬ 
tended  by  the  Foetus  and  Placenta  ;  from 
this  extenfion  (the  Burthen  being  feparated)- 
the  mouths  of  the  Veffels,  which  before  were, 
inofculated  into  the  Placenta,  are  continually- 
pouring  out  Bloody  nor  can  they  contract, 
themfelves,  ’till  the  contents-  of  the  Womb* 
are  extracted. 
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CASE  XX  W 

A  delivery  upon  the  account  of  a  great: 


ABout  the  beginning  of  July,  1728.  a: 

poor  Woman  was  brought  to  me  by. 
her  Midwife,  on  account,  of  a  violent  Flood-* 
ing,  which  by  intervals  the  had  laboured* 
under  for  fome  time  ;  but  when  fhe  came  to 
me,  it  was  wholly  flopp’d.  She  was  in  fome 
doubt  whether  fhe  was  with  Child,  although, 
her  Belly  was  very  much  extended  and  pro¬ 
tuberant  ;  for.  fhe  found  but  an  imperfed 
motion  of  the  Child. .  I  thereupon  examined, 
her;  and,  handling  her  Belly,  I  found  it  ex¬ 
tended  very  much,  particularly  forwards,, 
and  the  Navel  preffed  outwards.  I  then* 
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pafled  my  two  Fore-fingers  into  the  Vagina,, 
but  could  not  touch  the  inward  Orifice,  it 
lay  lb  high  :  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that' 
fhe  was  with  Child,  and  that  fhe  had  not 
long  to  go;  at  the  fame  time  advifing  her  to 
keep  herfelf  quiet,  and  not  to  life  any  violent 
exercife,  nor  carry  any  burthens,  which  her 
neceffities  before  had  obliged  her  to  do,  her 
employ  being  that  of  a  Milk-woman.  On 
the  27th  of  the  faid  Month,  her  Midwife 
came  to  me  again,  and  told  me  that  the  Flood¬ 
ing  was  returned,  but  not  in  a  very  violent 
manner:  whereupon  I  adviled  her  to  keep 
her  quiet,  and  in  bed,  and  ordered  her  a 
quieting  and  aftringent  draught,  and  defired 
they  would  let  me  know,  if  her  Flooding- 
continued,  or  increafed.  The  next  morning 
the  Midwife  came  and  told  me  it  returned  in* 
the  night,  and  that  Ihe  had  had  a  fit :  I  them 
enquired,  if  file  had:  Touched  her ;  Ihe  an— 
lvvered  in  the  affirmative,  but  that  fhe  could' 
not  touch  the  inner  Orifice,  nor  any  part  of 
the  Womb;  the  reafon  was,  ffie  was  ignorant* 
of  the  knowledge  of  Touching  ;  ihe  had  only 
paired  a  Finger  or  two  at  moft,  whereas  the- 
Womb  and  inner  Orifice,  lying  fo  high,  (he 
fhould  have  pafled  her  whole  Hand  ;  and' 
there  is  no  great  difficulty  in  doing  it, 
efpecially  when  the  Woman  has  had  Chil¬ 
dren  before,  as  this  Woman  had:  and  truly 
the  want  of  this  Knowledge  in  Midwives 
often  occafions  great  inconyeniencies  to  the 
poor  Woman, 
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Upon  finding  matters  in  this  ftate,  I  told 
the  Midwife  that  I  would  call  and  fee  the 
Woman  foon ;  and  I  went  in  a  fhort  time. 
Firft  I  examined  her  Pulfe,  which  was  full 
and  quick  :  I  then  enquired,  if  any  thing 
came  from  her  ;  fhe  anfwered,  that  Hie  had 
a  continual  draining,  but  it  was  not  lo  vio¬ 
lent  as  fome  hours  before.  I  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  Touch  her,  that  I  might  be  able 
to  know  what  occafioned  this  complaint;  for 
the  poor  Woman  did  not  complain  of  any 
Pain,  much  lels  of  any  Throws,  like  thole 
preceding  Labour.  I  therefore  palfed  up 
my  whole  Hand,  and  found  the  inner  Ori¬ 
fice  lying  high,  and  prdfed  backwards  to¬ 
wards  the  bending  of  the  Os  facrum ,  lo  that 
I  could  only  reach  the  lower  edge  of  the 
Orifice  :  the  Vagina  was  full  of  coagulated 
blood,  and  the  Placenta  in  part  protruded 
out  of  the  inner  Orifice,  by  which  it  was 
Hopped  up.  This  hindred  the  blood  from 
flowing  away  as  before,  but  at  the  fame  time 
it  was  emptied  into  the  Uterus,  which  was 
kept  diftended  by  the  Placenta  and  Child. 
I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  only  me¬ 
thod  left  to  fave  the  Mother  and  Child,  was 
to  deliver  her  immediately  :  but  I  forewarned 
the  Perfons  prefent  of  the  danger  both  were 
in,  and  that  I  could  not  anfwer  for  the  con- 
fequence.  They  readily  came  into  my  opi¬ 
nion,  and  defired  I  would  attempt  the  Deli¬ 
very. 
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I  therefore  patted  my  Hand  imme¬ 
diately  through  the  Vagina  into  the  Uterus, 
the  Mouth  of  which  was  open  enough  to  let 
my  Hand  pafs,  and  with  my  Fingers  put 
back  the  Placenta;  and  then  patting  my  Hand 
beyond  it,  I  found  the  Child  lying  acrofs, 
and  floating  in  its  Waters,  with  its  Head 
downwards,  but  fome  diflance  from  the 
Mouth  of  the  Womb  ;  the  Feet  lay  forwards, 
and  were  ftretched  up  towards  the  Navel, 
the  bottom  of  the  Womb  being  deprefled,  or 
bent  forwards,  was  the  reafon  her  Belly  was 
ib  protuberant,  and  that  the  inner  Orifice 
inclined  fo  much  towards  the  Os  f acrum .  I 
immediately  broke  the  Membranes,  and 
fearching  for  the  Feet,  brought  out  one, 
and  then  the  other.  About  this  time  the 
poor  Woman  fell  into  a  Convullion  fit,  which 
.  continued  upon  her,  till  I  had  brought  the 
Child  :  this  incident  was  no  fmall  hindrance* 
to  me,  becaufe  the  Woman  was  no  ways  ca¬ 
pable  of  afilfting  me  by  bearing,  down.  When  - 
I  had  brought  both  Feet  beyond  the  Labia, 

I  wrapped  them  in  a  Cloth  ;  the  Toes  being 
turned  upward,  I  endeavoured,  as  I  drew 
forwards,  to  turn  them  ;  and  having  drawn* 
it  to  the  Flips,  I  continued  my  endeavours; 
to  bring  the  Face  downwards  ;  but  as  the.; 
poor  Woman  was  all  the  while  fenfelefs,  X 
was  not  able  to  effedl  it.  When  I  had  brought, 
it  out  almofi:  to  the  Shoulders,  I  patted  up 
Sfcj  Hand  above  them?  and  fetched  down  the* 
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Arms  ;  and  clapping  one  Hand  upon  its 
Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  upon  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I  pulled  gently,  and  with  my  Fingers  I 
extricated  the  Chin  from  theOj  Pubis ,  and  fo 
brought  out  the  Head.  The  Child  at  firft 
appeared  dead>;  but  ufing  proper  Methods, 
it  recovered.  As  I  pafled  my  Hand  to  fetch 
the  Placenta,  I  found  it  in  the  Vagina,  and 
wholly  feparated  from  the  Womb.  I  deli¬ 
ver'd  the  Child  with  the  -Placenta  to  the  Mid¬ 
wife  ;  and  Ihe,  believing  ft  to  be  dead,  cut 
the  Umbilical  Cord,  without  making  a  Liga¬ 
ture,  and  had  laid  it  afide  as  dead  ;  but  I  im¬ 
mediately  examining  the  Child,  blamed  her 
for  her  carelelnefs,  and  ordered  a  Ligature 
to  be  made.  The  poor  Woman,  foon  after 
Ter  Deli  very,  recovered  out  of  her  convul- 
five  fit,  but  was  very  weak  ;  her  pulfe  was 
very  much  funk  and  languid,  and  her  breath 
fhort,  which  gave  me  ftrong  fuggeftions  fhe 
-would  die.  I  ordered  her  fome  warm  Wine, 
diluted  with  water,  which  I  advifed  fhould 
be  often  repeated  a  lpoonful  or  two  at  a 
time;  but  fhe  died  in  about  an  hour.  The 
Child  recovered  apace,  and  is  very  likely  to 
live.  In  all  appearance,  fhe  had  gone  her 
'full  time,  the  Child  being  very  large  and 
dufty* 
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A  Delivery,  where  the  Head  Jluck  in 
the  Pafjage ,  and  could  not  be  forced 
out  by  natural  Pains . 

ON  July  the  2pth,  1728.  I  was  fetched 
by  a  Man  to  vifit  his  Wife,  whom  he 
told  me  was  in  Labour;  and  when  I  came, 
the  Midwife  informed  me  the  Child  pre- 
fented  right,  but  that  the  Membranes  con¬ 
taining  the  Water,  v/ere  broke,  and  the  Wa¬ 
ters  gone  off  fome  hours  before.  The  Child 
did  not  advance,  neither  were  her  Pains 
forcing :  and  as  this  was  the  firft  time  of  her 
being  in  Labour,  Ihe  was  not  fo  governable 
as  fhe  fhould  have  been,  for  Ihe  would  not 
make  the  moft  of  her  Pains  when  they  came. 
1  thereupon  examined  her,  and  upon  fearch 
found  the  Head  locked  in  the  Pelvis;  and 
her  Pains  cutting  fhort  off,  were  of  little  ufe; 
therefore  part  of  the  Head  preferring  firft,  I 
endeavoured  to  move  it  with  my  Fingers,  but 
to  no  purpofe ;  the  inner  Orifice  was  very 
much  fpread,  and  ready  to  give  way,  had 
Che  Head  been  preffed  upon  it  :  I  therefore 
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patted  one  fide  of  my  Extra&or  over  the’ 
back  part  of  the  Head,  in  hopes  that  by  pull¬ 
ing,  when  her  Pains  came  on,  I  fhould  bring 
it  forwards ;  but  after  leveral  ineffe&ual  at¬ 
tempts  I  palled  my  Extractor  on  each  fide 
of  the  Temples,  and  drew  ftrongly  towards, 
me,  by  which  one  of  the  branches  (which 
upon  examination  I  found  was  before  cracked; 
through)  gave  way,  and  I  was  forced  to* 
fend  home  for  another.  As  loon  as  I  had 
patted  and  fixed  them  as  before,  I  drew  the 
Head  forwards  beyond  the  Labia,  and  then 
with  my  Hands  brought  out  the  Shoulders;, 
and  the  Head  followed.  I  gave  the  Child 
(which,  as  foon  as  born,  cried  heartily)  to  the 
Midwife,  to  make  a  Ligature  about  the  Um¬ 
bilical  Veffels ;  and  palling  one  Hand  up 
near  to  the  Placenta,  the  lower  part  of  the 
String  being  twitted  round  two  Fingers  of 
the  other  Hand,.  I  endeavoured  to  bring  it 
away ;  but  finding  it  adhered  on  one  fide  to> 
the  Uterus,  I  feparated  it  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers,  and  brought  it  out.  I  then  palled 
my  Hand  again  into  the  Uterus,  to  examine 
if  any  part  of  the  flettiy  fubftance,.  or  the' 
Membranes,  or  any  Clods  of  Blood  remained 
behind  :  I  found  fome  Clods,  with  a  lmall 
remnant  of  the  Membranes ;  which  I  brought' 
out;  for  Ihould  they  have  been  left,  they 
might  have  occafion'd,  either  troublefome; 
After-pains,  or  a  Flooding,  before  Nature- 
might  have  thrown  them  off. 
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I  write  this  Cafe,  to  fhew  that  the  Head, 
when  flicking  in  the  Paffage,  and  not  able  to 
pafs  by  the  force  of  Pains,  may  by  a  proper 
Inftrument  be  brought  out,  without  deftroying 
the  Child  with  the  pernicious  ufe  of  Hooks. 


CASE  XXVII. 


I The  Mouth  and  Chm  joremoft. 


U G  U S 1*  the  firft,  1 728.  I  was  fetched 


to  a  Woman  who  had  been  two  or  three 
;days  in  Labour ;  the  Child  had  been  funk 
Very  low  in  the  Pelvis,  for  about  twelve 
hours,  with  its  Face  downwards  ;  the  Chin 
and  Mouth,  lying  a  little  above  the  Labia 
Pudendi ,  were  fixed  there,  and  could  not  be 
brought  forwards  either  by  the  Midwife's 
endeavours,  or  efforts  of  the  poor  Woman. 
Finding  matters  in  this  ftate,  I  judged  it 
highly  neceffary  to  extricate  (if  pollible)  the 
Head  out  of  its  prifon  :  I  therefore  palfed  up 
one  Cheek  of  my  Extractor  over  the  Fore¬ 
head  and  Crown  to  the  Nape  of  the  Neck, 
where  when  1  had  fixed  it,  I  drew  gently 
forwards,  and  the  Head  followed  in  a  few 
minutes.  When  I  had  brought  the  Head 
out,  I  placed  one  Hand  under  the  Chin,  and 


I  2 
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the  other  on  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  in  order 
to  get  out  the  Shoulders,  at  which  it  ftuckr 
fait;  and  by  gently  pulling^  they  came  away' 
with  the  reft  of  the  Child.  The  Infant  cried 
heartily,  to  my  no  fmall  furprife ;  for  I  be¬ 
lieved  it  to  have  been  dead  fome  time, 
having  lain  fo  long  in  fo  ftrait  a  Paffage.  I 
gave  the  Child  to  the  Midwife  to  make  a 
Ligature  upon,  and  divide  the Navel-ftring,. 
and  at  the  fame  time  I  palled  up  my  Hand,, 
and  feparated  the  Burthen,  which  adhered, 
clolely  to  the  Lower  fide  of  the  Uterus :  Af¬ 
terwards  I  drew  out  fome  Membranes  and 
Clods  of  blood  that  remained  in  the  Womb. 
Palling  my  Hand  a  fecond  time,  I  found  the- 
Uterus  very  much  contracted  and  collapfed,. 
fo  that  I  could  not  ealily  turn  my  Hand  in 
it ;  by  which  it  appears  how  loon  the  Uterus 
endeavours  to  regain  its  natural  ftate,  as  be-- 
fore  Pregnancy.. 

Upon  examining  the  Midwife  at  my  firft 
coming  how  the  Child  prefented,  fhe  an- 
fwered  me,  with  the  Mouth  and  Chin  ;  but 
that  it  had:  altered  its  pofture  fcveral  times ; 
which  could  not  have  been,  if  the  Head  was 
funk  low  in  the  Pelvis,*  which  I  was  affured 
was  the  cafe.  This  convinced  me  of  the 
Midwife’s  ignorance  in  the  method  and  know,- 
ledge  of  Touching,  and  I  could  wifh  it  was 
not  too  common.  I  have  generally  found 
them  ignorant  in  this  point,  which  often  oc- 
cafions  the  death,  both  of  the  Mother  and 
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Infant,  and  gives  a  great  deal  of  pain  and 
labour  to  the  Man-midwife.  When  the  Wa¬ 
ters  are  gone  off,  and  the  Uterus  cloiely  in- 
velopes  the  Child,  it  cannot  be  turn'd  with¬ 
out  much  labour  and  difficulty. 


CASE  xxvim 


A  Child  prefenting  ’with  the  hack  part: 


UG  UST  the  4th,  1728.  I  was  called 


upon  to  go  to  the  Wife  of  a  Perriwig- 
maker,.  who  had  been  about  24  hours  in  La¬ 
bour;  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the^ 
Waters  run  off  feveral  hours  before  I  came: 
the  Child  lay  with  the  back  part  of.  the 
Mead  prefenting,  and  funk  low  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  it  was  ftrongly  engaged  about  the 
Temples  between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis : 
the  Oj  internum  was  very  open,  fo  that  the 
hinder  part  of  the  Head  was  lunk  below  it, 
and  I  could  pafs  my  Fingers  forwards  over 
the  Crown,  almoft  to  the  Forehead  and 
Temples.  As  her  Pains  were  ftrong,  I  ad- 
vifed  her,  when  they  came,  to  bear  ftrongly 
down ;  and  as  they,  declined,  I  perfwaded 


her- 
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her  to  recover  her  breath  leifurely,  and  not 
to  draw  it  in  quick;  by  which,  (and  my  help- 
’  ing  at  the  fame  time  to  bring  forwards  the 
Head  with  my  Fingers)  I  at  length  extri¬ 
cated  the  whole  Head;  and  the  reft  of  the 
Body  readily  followed.  The  Placenta  ad¬ 
hering,  1  was  forced  to  pafs  my  Hand  into 
the  Uterus,  to  feparate  it  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers.  The  Fundus  Uteri  of  this  Wo¬ 
man  lay  forwards,  over  the  Os  Pubis ,  and 
the  back  part  of  the  Head  prefented,  the 
P"ace  lying  upwards,  and  the  Chin  bent  to 
the  Breaft.  This  Child  was  born  alive,  and 
immediately  cried  out  briskly. 


A  &  &  4?  &  A  A 


CASE  XXIX. 

A  Child  brought  out  to  the  Shoulders ,  hut 
Jlicking  at  the  Head . 

\  Bout  elevejK'o’clock,  when  I  came 
jr\  home  from  the  preceding  Labour,  I 
found  two  or  three  Women  at  my  door,  de¬ 
firing  me  to  go  along  with  them  to  a  poor 
Woman,  whole  Child  was  brought  out  to 
the  Shoulders,  where  it  had  ftuck  for  about 
three  hours ;  the  Midwife  not  knowing  how 
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to  draw  out  the  Arms  and  the  Head.  They 
had  been  at  my  Houfe,  as  they  told  me,  an 
hour  or  two  before  I  came  :  I  therefore  im¬ 


mediately  went  with  them,  and  found  mat¬ 
ters  as  they  reprelented..  Not  meeting  with 
me  at  firft,  they  had  fetched  another  Mid¬ 
wife;  but  fhe  knew  not  how  to  extricate  the 
Child  out  of  this  fnare:  whereupon  Iinftantly 
palfed  up  my  Fingers,*  firft  over  one  Shoul¬ 
der,  and  brought  down  that  Arm,  and  then 
I  fetched  the  *otber.  I  took  hold  behind 
above  the  Shoulders,  and  clapping  One  Hand 
and  Arm  upon  the  upper  part  of  the  Breaft, 
I  pulled  towards  me  ;  and  in  a  minute's  time 
brought  out  the  Head.  The  Ghild  was  born 
dead,  which  could  not  be  otherwife  expe&ed, 
fince  it  had  been  fo  long  held  in  that  pofture*. 


CASE  XIX. 

A  Child  with  the  upper  part  of  the : 


UGUS7 *  the  ipth,  1728.  I  was  defired 


**  to  fee  a  Woman  who  had  been  fome  time 
in  Labour whereupon  going  to  her,  I  firft 

•  n  .» 
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enquired  of  the  Midwife,  how  matters  flood 
in  general ;  but  Ihe  giving  me  no  fatisfa&ory 
account,  I  defeended  to  particulars.  I  firft 
asked  her,  if  the  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  if  fo,  how  long  before  ?  To  which  fhe 
could  not  give  me  a  ready  anfwer  ;  fo  that 
I  found  her  thoroughly  ignorant.  I  then  en¬ 
quired,  how  long  file  had  found  the  Navel- 
ftring  to  have  been  fallen  down  ?  Her  anfwer 
was,  feveral  hours.  I  told  her,  fhe  was  much 
to  blame  in  not  fending  fooner,  fince  fhe  found 
that  fhe  could  not  readily  return  it  back; 
for  that  alone  might  have  been  the  caufe  of 
the  Infant's  death,  if  it  was  not  dead  before. 
Examining  the  poor  Woman,  I  found  the 
Navel-ftring  hanging  down  about  fix  inches 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ;  and  gently  prefi¬ 
fing  it  between  my  Fore-fingers  and  Thumb, 
I  could  not  obferve  any  pulfe ;  by  which  1 
was  pretty  well  allured  the  Child  was  dead. 
1  then  palled  up  the  two  Fore- fingers  of  my 
left  Hand,  and  found  the  upper  part  of  the 
Head  funk  down  low  into  the  Vagina,  within 
an  inch  of  the  Labia,  and  the  bones  of  the 
Head  were  prelfed  very  much  over  one  an¬ 
other,  the  edges  of  fome  thrufting  outwards, 
and  almoft  forcing  themfelves  through  the 
Skin  ;  all  the  bones  forming  the  Skull,  were 
loole,  which  encrealed  my  belief  that  the 
Child  had  been  dead  fome  time  ;  wherefore, 
finding  matters  in  this  ftate,  my  only  regard 
was  for  the  Mother’s  fafety  :  however  1  was 
unwilling,  if  it  could  pofiibly  be  avoided, 

to 
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to  lefTen  the  Head  :  I  therefore  pafled  one 
fide  of  my  Extractor  within  the  inner  Orifice 
of  the  Uterus  (which  was  preflfed  down  with 
the  Head,  and  dilated  enough  to  leave  the 
Crown  bare)  to  the  back  part  of  the  Child's 
Head,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  it  forwards; 
but  it  was  fo  locked  about  the  Temples, 
which  parts  do  not  fo  readily  yield  to  preffure, 
between  the  bones  conftituting  the  Pelvis,  that 
I  could  not  bring  it  forward.  The  edges  of 
the  bones  having  forced  their  way  through 
the  Scalp,  I  thruft  the  ends  of  two  1 fingers 
within  the  Cranium  and  Scalp,  and  with  my 
Thumb  and  other  Fingers  took  hold  of  both 
Scalp  and  Cranium,  endeavouring  to  draw 
the  Head  forwards ;  but  I  was  forced  after 
all  to  break  through  the  Dura  and  Qia  Mater 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  in  part  to 
empty  the  Brains ;  the  bones  of  the  Cranium 
were  fo  loofe,  they  were  ready  to  feparate, 
not  only  from  one  another,  but  alfo  from  the 
Scalp.  I  then  took  hold  about  the  Os  fron- 
tis7  and  pulling  ftrongly,  the  Head  followed, 
but  with  much  difficulty :  The  Child  after¬ 
wards  ftuck  fo  tight  at  the  Shoulders,  that 
I  was  almoft  afraid  of  feparating  the  Head 
from  the  Trunk ;  I  therefore  pafled  up  the 
crooked  end  of  my  Extra&or  under  the  Arm- 
pit,  not  being  able  to  pals  up  my  Finger ; 
and  pulling  ftrongly,  I  brought  out  one 
Shoulder,  and  then  the  other;  the  reft  of 
the  Body  readily  followed.  I  feparated  the 

K  Placenta, 


66 


CASES  in  Midwifrt. 

Placenta,  which  adhered  to  the  Uterus,  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  brought  it  out. 


CASE  XXXI. 


A  ‘Placenta  remaining  after  the  Child 


was  delivered* 


U G  USf  the  20th,  1728.  Aperfbn  came 


**  to  me,  to  defire  me  to  go  to  Lambeth y 
to  a  Gentlewoman  whofe  Child  was  born, 
and  the  Placenta  left  behind.  Upon  my  coming 
there,  the  Midwife  told  me  that  fhe  had  at¬ 
tempted  by  all  methods  fhe  was  miftrefs  of,  to 
fetch  it, but  could  not  fucceed :  wherefore, con- 
fidering  the  length  of  time,  from  the  bringing 
of  theFcetus  to  my  coming,  I  thought  no  more 
time  ought  to  be  loft ;  and  immediately  paffed 
up  one  Hand,  (with  the  other  taking  hold  of 
the  String  below*  which  ftill  remained  fixed 
to  the  Placenta)  and  found  part  of  the  Bur¬ 
then  much  torn  and  protruded  out  of  the 
Uterus  into  the  Vagina  ;  but  the  greater  part 
remaining  in  the  Uterus  :  the  inner  Orifice 
was  fo  much  contra&ed,  that  at  firft  I  could 
fcarce  pafs  up  the  ends  of  my  two  Fore¬ 
fingers  j  but  after  fome  time  I  dilated  it  fo 
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much  that  I  was  able  to  pals  my  Hand,  and 
feparate  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers ;  and 
at  length  I  brought  it  out,  I  pafled  my 
Hand  a  fecond  time,  to  fearch  whether  any 
thing  remained  in  the  Womb ;  but  could  not 
find  any  remains,  either  of  the  Placenta,  or 
Membranes,  nor  any  Clods  of  blood  ;  where¬ 
fore  I  immediately  withdrew  my  Hand. 

This  Cale  will  Ihew  us,  what  difficulties 
people  often  fill  into  from  the  ignorance 
of  the  Midwife,  in  not  knowing  how  to 
pafs  their  Hands  as  foon  as  the  Foetus  is 
protruded.  Had  file  immediately  after  the 
Delivery  pafled  up  her  Hand,  file  might 
have  very  eafily  and  readily  fetched  the  Pla¬ 
centa  ;  the  Vagina  and  inner  Orifice  being 
much  dilated  by  the  palling  of  the  Infant: 
but  if  this  opportunity  is  loft,  the  Mouth  of 
the  Womb  foon  contra&s,  after  the  protru- 
fion  of  the  Foetus ;  by  which  the  Placenta,  if 
it  does  not  loon  follow,  is  very  often  flopped 
in  the  Paflage,  and  caufes  no  fmall  trouble 
afterwards,  both  to  the  Patient  and  Operator. 
The  Midwife,  to  fecure  her  Patient  from  this 
inconveniency,  ought,  as  foon  as  the  Child 
is  born,  to  twift  the  Navel-ftring  about  the 
two  Fore-fingers  of  one  Hand,  and  pafs  the 
other  through  the  Vagina  into  the  Uterus, 
to  take  hold  of  the  String  near  the  Placenta, 
and  with  both  Hands  gently  to  draw  it  out¬ 
wards;  which,  if  it  is  loofened,  will  readily 
follow,  and  fall  upon  the  Hand,  within  the 
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Womb ;  but  if  it  flicks  and  adheres,  fhe 
mufl  gently  leparate  it,  beginning  at  the 
place  where  it  mod  loofely  adheres,  with  the 
ends  of  her  Fingers. 

This  Gentlewoman  was  very  well  for  the 
firft  four  or  five  Days  of  her  lying  in;  but 
on  the  fixth  day,  upon  my  vifiting  her,  fhe 
complained  of  a  great  loofenefs,  and  was 
feverifh  :  I  thereupon  ordered  her  a  quieting 
aftringent  Draught,  and  an  aftringent  Mix¬ 
ture,  to  take  a  lpoonful  or  two  after  every 
Stool :  By  this,  her  loofenefs  was  checked^ 
but  her  Pains  encreafed ;  and  notwithftanding 
Dr.  Eaton  and  I  did  our  utmoft  to  fave  her? 
fhe  died  five  days  after. 


CASE  XXXII. 


A  Child  prefenting  the  hack  pavt  of 

the  Head . 


UGUS7  the  ai ft,  1728.  I  was  defired 


to  go  to  a  Woman,  the  Wife  of  a  Printer. 
She  had  been  two  or  three  days  in  Labour: 
the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
gone  off ;  but  I  could  not  be  informed  how 


long 
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long  before  I  came,  the  Midwife  not  being 
able  to  give  me  any  certain  account.  Upon 
examination  I  found  the  back  part  of  the 
Head  funk  low,  and  lying  over  the  Os  Pubis ; 
the  Face  was  upwards,  and  the  Chin  bent 
forwards  to  the  Breaft.  I  endeavoured  with 
my  Hands  to  move  the  Head,  and  bring  the 
Crown  down,  and  to  dilate  the  Paffage,  by 
prelling  the  Os  Coccygts  backwards  ;  bui  al¬ 
though  her  Pains  were  ftrong,  and  fhe  was 
not  wanting  in  her  endeavours,  to  force  down 
when  requifite,  it  could  not  be  brought  for¬ 
wards  :  wherefore  I  palled  my  Extractor  be¬ 
tween  the  back  part  of  the  Head  and  the 
Os  Pubis,  and  endeavoured  to  lift  it  from 
thence,  and  bring  it  forwards ,  which  I  ef¬ 
fected  by  bringing  it  between,  and  in  part 
beyond,  the  Labia.  I  now  moved  my  Ex¬ 
tractor  to  one  fide,  and  fixed  it  below  the 
right  Ear ;  then,  by  pulling,  and  gently 
moving  the  Head,  the  Crown  funk  lower, 
and  at  length  I  got  the  Head  out  of  prifon ; 
and  taking  hold  on  each  fide  near  the  Ears, 

I  foon  brought  forward  the  whole  Body. 
The  Burthen  ftuck  to  the  Uterus ;  fo  I  was 
obliged  to  pafs  my  Hand,  and  feparate  it 
after  my  ufual  method  ;  upon  which  it  fell 
into  my  Hand,  and  flipped  through  very 
cafily,  the  Os  internum  being  very  little 
contracted.  This  fhews  the  ufefulnefs  of 
immediately  paffing  the  whole  Hand,  after 
the  Child  is  brought  out.  The  Child  was 
born  aliye,  but  died  foon  after. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXXIII. 


A  Child  prcfenting  the  hack  part  of  the 
Head,  which  was  lodged  high. 


UGUS  T  the  24th,  1 728. 1  was  defired 


to  fee  a  Woman,  the  Wife  of  a  Hatter, 
who  had  been  in  Labour,  as  I  was  told  by 
the  Woman  that  came  to  me,  about  48  hours: 
the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
run  off  the  day  before.  Upon  examination, 
when  I  came  there,  I  found  the  back  part 
of  the  Head  funk  through  the  inner  Orifice 
into  the  Vagina,  but  not  low,  and  the  Ori¬ 
fice  much  dilated,  and  ready  to  extend  more; 
but  it  was  fo  locked  at  the  Temples  between 
the  bones  of  the  Pelvis,  that  I  could  not  put 
it  backwards,  nor  move  it  forward  with  my 
Fingers  :  her  Pains  were  very  weak,  and  file 
had  long  intervals,  fo  that  I  could  find  no  ad¬ 
vantage  from  them ;  her  Pulfe  was  low,  and 
her  Spirits  funk  :  I  therefore  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  bring  away  the  Child. 

I  passed  one  Cheek  of  my  Extra&or  be¬ 
tween  the  back  part  of  the  Child's  Head  and 
the  Os  Ptfbh,  oyer  which  it  lay;  and  fixing 


it 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

it  in  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  I,  by  gently 
pulling,  diflodged  the  Head  from  off  the  Os 
Pubis  and  brought  it  more  backwards  into 
the  Vagina,  by  which  her  Pains  became  much 
ftronger  and  quicker  ;  and  by  removing  my 
Inftrument  towards  the  Ear ,  and  gently 
pulling,  the  whole  Head  gradually  funk 
lower ;  at  length  I  brought  part  of  it  with¬ 
out  the  Labia  ;  and  then  finding  it  wholly 
difengaged  above  from  the  bones  of  the 
Pelvis,  I  withdrew  my  Inftrument,  and  after 
four  or  five  brisk  Pains,  out  came  the  whole 
Head,  which  was  very  large  ;  the  Face  was 
turned  upwards.  The  Child  flicking  at  the 
Shoulders,  I  paffed  the  ends  of  my  Fore¬ 
fingers  under  each  Arm-pit,  and  with  them 
drawing  forwards,  I  extricated  the  Shoulders; 
the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  I  then 
ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon 
the  Navel-ftring,  and  to  divide  it,  whilft  at 
the  fame  time  I  took  hold  above  with  one 
Hand,  and  paffed  up  my  other  to  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  which  I  feparated  and  brought  away 
as  ufual.  The  Child  was  born  alive;  of 
which  it  fatisfied  the  whole  Company  by 
crying  out  loudly ;  neither  did  the  Inftru¬ 
ment  leave  any  mark,  to  ihew  where  it  made 
its  preffure. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXXIV. 

^  Placenta  left. 

UGUST  the  25th,  1728.  I  was  called 
to  a  Woman,  where  the  Child  was  born, 
but  the  Placenta  left  behind,  the  Midwife 
not  being  able  to  fetch  it.  Upon  palling  up 
my  Hand,  I  found  the  Vagina  filled  with 
Clods  of  blood,  which  I  immediately  brought 
out,  and  then  paffed  my  Hand  to  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum. ,  which  I  found  much  contra&ed  :  I 
took  hold  of  the  String  near  the  Placenta 
with  that  Hand,  as  I  had  before  taken  hold 
of  the  lower  part  with  the  other,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  draw  it  out ;  but  finding  it  ftuck 
to  the  Uterus,  I  paffed  my  Hand  further  up 
within  it,  gently  dilating  the  Os  internum , 
and  then  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  I  fe- 
parated  the  Placenta,  (taking  care  not  to  hurt 
the  Womb  with  my  Nails  or  ends  of  my  Fin¬ 
gers)  and  brought  it  away  ;  but  as  the  Bur¬ 
then  was  in  part  leparated  from  the  Uterus 
before  I  came,  a  large  quantity  of  blood  was 
extravafated  in  the  Vagina  and  Womb,  by 
which  the  poor  Woman  was  become  very 
faint ;  however  by  the  ufe  of  proper  Cordials 
this  complaint  went  off,  and  Ihe  recovered 
Very  faff. 
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CASE  XXXV. 

The  fore  part  of  the  Head  lodged  upon 
the  Os  Pubis,  and  the  Face  turned 
towards  it. 


AUGUST  the  2.6th,  1728*  I  was  lent  for 
•**  to  a  Woman  whom  I  had  feen  the  Sa¬ 


turday  before,  when  ihe  told  me  that  her 
Waters  had  been  draining  for  fbme  days : 
I  then  touched  her,  and  found  the  Child 
lying  with  its  Head  foremoft,  but  high  in 
the  Uterus,  and  not  preffing  upon  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum,  nor  engaged  amongfl:  the  bones  of 
the  Pelvis :  her  Pains  were  then  fmall,  and 
not  forcing,  and  her  Intervals  long.  I  di¬ 
rected  a  Clyfter,  and  a  quieting  Draught  af¬ 
ter  it,  expeding  I  fhould  hear  again  the  next 
day,  if  matters  did  not  fucceed  ;  but  X  had 
no  notice  ’till  the  Monday  following,  when  X 
was  fent  for  again :  I  then  found  the  Head 
prefenting,  as  before,  but  funk  lower  into 
the  Vagina,  and  engaged  among  the  bones  of 
the  Pelvis  \  the  fore  part  of  the  Head  was 
lying  over,  and  lodged  upon  the  Os  ‘Pubis ; 
X  therefore  paffed  one  fide  of  my  Extractor 
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between  the  Child’s  Head  and  the  Os  Pubis ; 
and  lifting  it  off  from  thence,  I  brought  it 
backwards,  and  fomewhat  downwards;  but 
finding  it  was  then  fixed  above  among  the 
bones  that  form  the  Pelvis,  I  pafled  both 
cheeks  of  my  Extractor,  on  each  fide  one ; 
and  fixing  them  behind  the  Ears  on  the  OJJli 
temporum ,  I  drew  boldly  forwards;  by  which 
I  foon  brought  the  Crown  down  to  the  Labia, 
and  extricated  the  Head.  The  Child  being 
large,  ftuck  at  the  Shoulders,  but  I  brought 
them  out,  after  my  ufual  manner ;  and  the 
reft  of  the  Body  followed.  The  Placenta 
ftuck  to  the  Uterus,  which,  when  feparated, 
I  brought  away.  The  Child  was  born  dead. 

I  should  have  obferved,  the  Paflage  in 
this  Woman  was  much  ftreightned  by  the 
upper  part  of  the  Os  facrum  being  bent  very 
much  inwards. 
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CASE  XXX  VL 

A  Child  prefenting  with  the  upper  part 
of  the  Head ,  the  Face  towards  the 
Os  Pubis,  and  the  Crown  lying  over 
the  fame. 

AUGUST3  the  28th,  1728.  I  was  defired 
**  to  go  to  the  Wife  of  a  Carpenter,  near 
Cbrifi  Church  in  Southwark ,  who,  as  I  was 
informed,  had  been  in  Labour  two  or  three 
days.  When  I  came,  I  enquired  of  the  Mid¬ 
wife  how  the  Child  prefented,  and  whether 
the  Waters  were  run  off;  and  if  fo,  how  long 
they  had  been  gone  ?  Her  anfwer  was,  that 
no  Waters  were  formed,  but  that  fome  fmall 
quantity  had  run  off  fome  hours  before,  and 
that  fhe  expe&ed  the  Child  would  be  bom 
at  every  Pain :  I  therefore  waited  'till  Ihe 
had  had  feveral  Pains,  and  then  I  thought 
fit  to  Touch  her;  and  found,  as  I  thought 
at  firft,  the  Membranes  much  extended,  and 
full,  as  if  ready  to  break :  but  I  was  imme¬ 
diately  convinced  of  my  miftake,  upon  my 
Touching  her  a  fecond  time ;  for  I  then 
found  it  was  the  Scalp  thus  extended  and  fe- 
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parated  from  the  Cranium.  This  I  judged  to 
have  proceeded  from  the  Midwife's  too 
rudely  handling  the  Head  :  the  Cranium  was 
clofely  locked  within  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis, 
and  the  fore  part  lying  over  the  Os  Pubis , 
to  which  the  Face  was  turned.  I  endea¬ 
voured  with  my  Fingers,  upon  and  between 
every  Pain  (the  bones  of  the  Cranium  being 
now  preffed  by  the  ftraightnefs  of  the  Paffage 
very  much  over  one  another)  to  bring  the 
Head  from  off  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  to  diredt  it 
backwards  towards  the  Anus;  but  not  being 
able  to  move  it  with  my  Hands,  I  was  forced 
to  fend  home  for  my  Extractor.  I  was  at 
L ambeth  on  a  vifit,  when  I  was  fetched,  and 
fo  was  deftitute  of  neceflary  Inftruments ; 
but  the  Melfenger  returning  in  a  fhort  time 
with  them,  I  palfed  up  one  fide  of  my  Ex¬ 
tractor  between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Head  ; 
and  preffing  gently  backwards,  and  drawing 
at  the  fame  time  downwards,  after  three  01 
four  Pains,  in  a  little  time  I  brought  out  the 
Head  ;  the  Body  readily  followed,  by  gently 
taking  hold  about  the  Head,  and  pulling 
forwards  in  a  ftrait  line.  The  Child,  as  foon 
as  born,  furprifed  the  Mother  and  Byftanders 
with  its  crying  out  heartily;  they  all  be¬ 
lieving  it  to  have  been  fome  time  dead, 
from  its  having  lain  fo  long  in  that  condi¬ 
tion,  and  the  Head  being  fo  preffed  by  the 

bones  of  the  Pelvis  :  the  Placenta  readily 
followed* 
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This  Cafe  flhould  be  a  Caution  to  Mid¬ 
wives,  and  others,  how  careful  they  ought 
to  be  in  handling  the  Head,  whilft  it  is 
lodged  in  the  Vagina:  not  but  a  Tumor  is 
often  caufed  from  the  Head's  being  ftraitly 
prefled  between,  and  forced  againft  the  bones 
of  the  Pelvis,  efpecially  if  it  has  been  long 
lodged  there.  The  next  day  I  opened  the 
Scalp  with  a  Lancet,  and  let  out  about 
four  ounces  of  extravafated  blood ,  upon 
which  the  Tumor  fubfided,  and  the  Scalp 
adhered  to  the  Pericranium  :  we  had  for 
fome  time  adifcharge  of  bloody  Serum,  but 
it  daily  leflened  in  Quantity. 
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CASE  XXXVIL 

A  Child  prefenting  with  the  Crown  of 
the  Head ,  which  lay  over,  and  was 
lodged  upon  the  Os  Pubis. 

CE  P  T  E  MB  E  R  the  4th,  1728.  I  was 
^  defired  to  fee  a  poor  Woman  in  ‘Theobald's 
Row ,  and  I  found,  upon  Touching  her,  the 
Child  lay  very  high,  and  that  the  Os  inter - 
mm,  or  Os  Tincce  was  fpread  about  the 
breadth  of  a  Crown :  the  Membranes  were 
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broke  fome  time  before,  and  the  Waters  in 
part  gone  off,  and  ftill  continued  running  : 
her  Pains  were  only  grinding  Pains  in  the 
Back,  and  no  ways  forcing  forwards  :  her 
Pulfe  was  full  and  quiet.  Whereupon  I  ad- 
vifed  patience,  and  ordered  a  carminative 
Clyfter,  and  a  quieting  Draught  to  be  taken 
after  it ;  and  fo  I  left  her,  defiring  to  have 
an  account  how  matters  flood  in  the  evening. 
A  Meffenger  came  accordingly,  to  defire  I 
would  come  to  her  again;  but  I  was  fome 
time  before  carried  to  fee  a  perfon  at  Ken - 
JIngton ,  and  as  loon  as  I  returned,  I  went  to 
her.  I  found  no  great  alteration  ;  only  the 
Head  funk  a  little  lower,  and  the  Os  Tine ee 
fomewhat  more  fpread  :  I  therefore  ordered  a 
repetition  of  the  Draught.  The  next  morning 
I  went  again;  but  finding  no  great  Change, 
the  Waters  continuing  dribling,  the  Clyfter 
and  Draught  were  repeated.  About  five  a 
clock  in  the  evening,  I  found  her  complain¬ 
ing  of  a  racking  pain  in  her  Back;  but  it  did 
not  force  forwards  or  downwards :  at  length 
Ihe  became  very  impatient ;  and  as  it  was 
the  firft  time  of  her  being  in  Labour,  I  the 
lefs  wondered  at  it.  She  was  between  thirty 
and  forty  years  old,  fo  that  the  Parts  did  not 
readily  give  way  :  I  then  Touched  her,  and 
found  the  Crown  of  the  Infant’s  head  funk 
further  into  the  Vagina,  and  the  Os  tfinece 
more  fpread,  and  ready  to  give  way :  the 
Head  lay  over,  and  was  lodged  upon  theO^ 
9ubhy  and  was  much  prefled  between  the 
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bones  of  the  Pelvis  :  Her  pulfe  being  fome- 
what  funk,  and  the  Women  about  her  fol li¬ 
cking  me  to  deliver  her,  I  paffed  one  fide  of 
my  Extra&or  between  the  Head  and  the  Os 
Pubis,  and  endeavoured  to  lift  it  off,  in  order 
to  bring  it  backwards,  which  in  lome  little 
time  I  effe&ed,  and  brought  it  fomething 
lower  into  the  Vagina  towards  the  Labia.  X 
now  found  it  clofely  compreffed  about  the 
Temples  by  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ;  where¬ 
fore  I  withdrew  that  fide  of  m^Extraclor 
from  between  the  Head  and  the Pubis, 
and  paffed  it  up  on  one  fide,  and  on  the  op- 
pofite  fide  I  paffed  the  other  cheek  of  my* 
Extra&or.  When  I  had  fixed  them,  and 
brought  them  as  clofe  together  as  I  well 
could,  I  drew  ftrongly  forwards  ;  by  which 
I  found  the  Head  advance,  and  its  Crown 
appear  without  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  I  brought  out  the  whole  Head, 
which  was  very  large ;  and  then  laying  afide 
my  Inflrument,  I  took  hold  of  the  Head, 
and  drew  out  the  whole  Body.  The  Pla¬ 
centa  adhered,  which  I  feparated  after  my 
ufual  method.  The  Child  proved  to  be  a 
lufty  Boy,  and  in  a  little  time  cried  out 
ftoutly,  to  the  furprife  both  of  the  Mother 
and  all  that  were  prefent,  they  thinking  it 
impoffible  it  could  have  been  born  alive. 
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CASE  XXXVIir. 

*the  Shoulder  flopping  up  the  Os  inter¬ 
num,  the  Arm  in  the  <PaJfagei  and 
the  Jdstjfd  ^without  the  Labia. 

AUGUST3  the  6th,  1728,  A  poor  Man 
came  to  me,  defiring  I  would  go  to  his 
Wife  in  Peter's- ftreet,  Weflminjier ,  telling 
me,  that  two  Midwives  had  been  with  her, 
and  could  not  deliver  her ;  and  that  he  feared 
lhe  would  loon  die,  if  I  did  not  give  her  my 
charitable  affiftance  :  wherefore  I  readily 
went,  and,  upon  Touching,  found  one  Arm 
in  the  Palfage,  and  the  Hand  protruded  with¬ 
out  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  the  Shoulder  flop¬ 
ping  up  the  inner  Orifice.  I  rebuked  the 
Midwife  for  not  endeavouring  to  retain  and 
keep  up  the  Arm :  lhe  told  me,  fhe  had  done 
all  lhe  was  able,  but  that  her  Pains  being 
flrong,  lhe  could  not  retain  it.  I  prefently 
endeavoured  to  thruft  back  the  Shoulder, 
and  return  the  Arm  ;  but  it  was  lo  engaged, 
I  could  not  move  it :  The  Membranes  being 
broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off*  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  tfie  Uterus  was  collapfed,  and  clofely 
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compreffed  the  Child  :  I  therefore  paffed  my 
Hand  into  the  Uterus,  and  found  the  Child 
lying  acrofs,  the  Shoulder  and  back  part  of 
the  Neck  prefled  upon  the  inner  Orifice,  and 
the  Head  bent  upwards*  It  was  with  no 
little  trouble  that  I  thruft  my  Hand  by  the 
fide  of  the  Shoulder  and  Neck  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  where  I  firft  met  with  the  Head,  and 
then  the  other  Arm  ;  but  leaving  that,  I 
paffed  my  Hand  along  the  Breaft,  and  found 
one  Knee  bent  towards  the  Belly  :  my  Hand 
was  fo  compreffed,  I  could  not  readily  get  to 
the  Foot ;  wherefore  I  thruft  one  Finger  un¬ 
der  the  Ham,  and  drew  the  Knee  forwards, 
which  readily  followed  to  the  inner  Orifice : 

I  then  extricated  the  Leg,  brought  it  into 
the  Vagina  as  far  as  the  outer  Orifice,  and 
fixed  a  Ligature  above  the  Ankle:  the  Foot 
being  flippery,  often  efcaped  my  hold ;  but 
having  fixed  a  Ligature,  I  took  hold  of  it 
with  one  Hand,  and  paffed  my  other  by  the 
Leg  into  the  Vagina,  to  prefs  back  the  Shoul¬ 
der,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  pulled  the  Leg 
forward:  by  this  method  the  Shoulder  went 
inward,  as  the  Leg  and  Thigh  advanced  for¬ 
wards.  When  I  had  brought  the  Hip  to  the 
inner  Orifice,  the  other  Thigh  and  Leg  being 
bent  towards  the  Belly,  I  continued  drawing 
towards  me;  by  which  the  Buttocks  funk 
down,  and  the  Child  followed  to  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  upon  my  taking  hold  of  the  Hips; 
which  I  pulled  gently  :  it  ftuck  both  at  the 
Shoulders  and  Head.  I  extricated  the  firft 
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by  fetching  down  the  Arms;  and  the  latter,, 
by  getting  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth,  and 
preffing  down  the  Jaw  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
I  pulled  above  at  the  Shoulders.  The  Infant 
was  born  dead :  I  believe  it  had  been  dead 
fome  time  ;  for  I  could  find  no  pulfe,  or 
perceive  the  leaft  motion  in  any  limb,  when 
I  palled  my  Hand,  to  fearch  for  the  Feet*. 
It  was  what  I  expe&ed,  the  Uterus  was  fo 
contracted,  and  the  Child  had  lain  in  an  un^ 
toward  pofture  for  a  long  while.  It  may  be 
asked,  why,  when  I  had  found  one  Foot  and 
Leg,  I  did  not  feek  for,  and  fetch  the  other  ? 
to  which  I  anfwer,  that  the  Paffage  was  lb 
Hopped  up,  I  could  not  without  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  if  at  all,  reach  the  other  Foot :  and 
befides,  if  it  is  not  the  firft  Child,  or  is  not 
large,  it  will  eafily  be  drawn  out  by  one 
Leg,  when  the  other  Leg  and  Thigh  arq: 
bent  towards  the  Belly. 
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CASE  XXXIX. 


The  hack  part  of  the  Head  funk  low, 
and  lodging  upon  the  Os  Pubis. 


EPtf  E  MB  E  R  the  5>th,  1728.  I  was 


fetched  about  nine  a  clock  at  night,  to  the 
wife  of  a  Barber,  in  New  Palace-yard ,  Weft* 
minfter.  The  Midwife,  upon  my  coming, 
told  me,  that  for  fome  time  lhe  had  expeded 
the  Child  would  have  been  born  at  every  Pain ; 
but  the  Parts  did  not  fo  readily  give  way, 
the  Woman  being  above  thirty  years  old  • 
and  as  this  was  the  firft  time  of  her  being  in 
Labour,  (he  was  afraid  to  make  ufe  of  her 
Throws  to  advantage,  and  fo  did  not  bear 
down  when  they  came  upon  her.  Upon 
Touching  her,  I  found  the  back  part  of  the 
Head  funk  low  in  the  Vagina,  but  lying 
over,  and  lodged  upon  the  Os  Pubis ,  and 
locked  above  about  the  Temples  between  the 
bones  of  the  Pelvis  ;  the  Face  came  for¬ 
wards.  The  Child  lying  in  this  pofture,  the 
Head  could  hardly  be  protruded  by  natural 
Pains ;  wherefore  I  paffed  up  one  fide  of  my 
Extrador  between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the 
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back  part  of  the  Child's  Head;  and  fixing  it 
in  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  I  drew  the  Crown  of 
the  Head  backwards,  and  removed  it  from  the 
O  Pubis ,  and  brought  it  towards  the  Anus  into 
the  Vagina;  and  then  gently  pulling,  I  brought 
it  without  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  loon  after 
extricated  the  whole  Head;  the  Shoulders  and 
reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  The  Pla-. 
centa  gave  me  no  trouble  ;  for  upon  pafting 
up  my  Hand,  and  taking  hold  of  the  String 
near  it,  with  very  gentle  pulling,  it  funk 
down  upon  my  Hand  and  came  away.  This 
Child  was  born  alive,  which  we  foon  knew 
by  its  crying  heartily. 


CASE  XL. 

The  Navel-JIring  prefenting. 

CEP  MEMBER  the  Iith,  1728.  I  was? 
^  about  one  a  clock  in  the  morning  knocked 
up  by  a  Man,  to  go  to  his  Wife  in  Shoe- Lane, 
who,  he  told  me,  was  very  dangeroufly 
ill.  Upon  my  coming  I  enquired  of  the  Mid-, 
wife  how  matters  flood  ;  whether  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  gone  off, 
and  if  fo,  how  long  they  had  been  broke  ? 

Hex 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

Her  anfwer  was,  they  were  broke  an  hour 
before;  and  that  (he  could  find  no  other 
part  but  the  Navel-ftring,  which  was  funk 
down  as  low  as  the  Labia fPudendi,  and  hung 
out  between  them:  upon  which  I  confidered 
that  there  were  but  two  things  to  be  done 
to  fave  the  Child  ;  either  to  return  the  String* 
if  poffible,  behind  the  Head,  or  to  bring 
away  the  Child.  I  immediately  palfed  my 
Hand,  and  finding  the  String  hanging  down, 
as  the  Midwife  had  told  me,  I  endeavoured 
to  return  it  :  and  as  the  Head  was  not  funk 
below  the  Os  Tine#,  nor  engaged  between? 
the  bones  of  the  (Pelvis,  I  foon  put  it  up^ 
beyond  the  Head,  and  llrove  to  retain  it 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  ;  but  at  every 
Pain  (which  were  lhort  and  weak,  and  long 
intervals  between  each)  it  was  apt  to  fall 
down.  I  gave  her  a  Sternutatory,  and  or¬ 
dered  her  fome  wine,  in  hopes  to  quicken  her 
Pains ;  and  endeavoured  by  prefling  the  back 
part  of  my  Hand  againft  the  Os  Coccygis , 
(which  was  very  much  bent  inwards)  to 
pufh  it  backwards,  and  make  more  way  for 
the  birth  of  the  Child  :  but  as  her  Throws 
were  weak  and  fhort,  and  fhe  afraid  to  en- 
courage  them  by  prefling  downwards,  and 
the  Child  not  advancing,  although  it  pre- 
fented  with  its  Crown ;  I  was  at  length  re- 
folved  to  turn,  and  fetch  it  by  the  Feet.  X 
therefore  paffed  my  Hand  beyond  the  Head 
into  the  Uterus,  and  found  the  Child  lying 
bent  with  its  Knees  to  the  Belly,  but  could 
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not  readily  get  to  the  Feet  :  however  I 
paGed  one  Finger  into  the  Ham,  and  bending 
it,  pulled  the  Knee  towards  me,  and  brought 
it  out  to  the  inner  Orifice;  and  having  ex¬ 
tricated  the  Foot,  I  palled  up  my  Hand 
again,  to  fearch  for  the  other;  but  finding 
the  Buttocks  lying  upon,  and  flopping  up  the 
inner  Orifice,  I  could  not  eafily  reach  the 
other  Foot,  which  was  bent  towards  the 
Belly;  I  therefore  took  hold  of  the  Foot 
before  brought  down,  with  a  Cloth,  and 
pulling  it  downwards,  the  Hips,  with  fome 
difficulty,  funk  below  the  Os  internum ,  fb 
that  I  was  able  to  pafs  my  Finger  up  to  the 
Groin  of  that  Leg  and  Thigh  that  remained 
in  the  Uterus ;  and  pulling  downwards,  I 
drew  out  the  Hips  ;  and  then  wrapping  a 
dry  Cloth  about  them  and  the  lower  part  of 
the  Back,  drew  on,  'till  the  Child  was  ad¬ 
vanced  to  the  Shoulders  :  being  large,  it 
ftuck  at  the  Shoulders,  which  I  was  obliged 
to  extricate  by  pulling  down,  firft  one  Arm, 
and  then  the  other :  after  this  it  ftuck  at  the 
Head  ;  I  then  pafled  two  of  my  Fingers  into 
the  Infant’s  Mouth,  and  clapping  my  other 
Hand  above  upon  the  Shoulders,  I  pulled 
gently,  and  brought  it  out.  From  the  ftrait- 
nefs  of  the  Paflage,  and  the  difficulty  in  ex- 
trafting  the  Child,  it  was  born  dead. 

I  had  about  a  year  before  delivered  this 
Woman,  and  the  Head  of  the  Foetus  was 
then  fo  prefled  between  the  bones  of  the 

Pelvis 
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Pelvis,  that  the  bones  of  the  Cranium  were 
ready  to  be  forced  through  the  Scalp  ;  which 
is  an  evident  proof  of  the  ftreightnefs  of  her 
Vagina,  and  Pelvis.  When  the  bones  of 
the  Pelvis  are  thus  unhappily  formed,  there 
muft  be  difficulty  in  delivering  the  Woman, 


CASE  XLL 


9TEMBER  the  i (5th,  170.8.  I  was- 


^  defired  to  go  to  a  Woman,  near  St.  An~ 
drew’s  Churchy  Holborn ,  whom  I  had  beem 
with  three  weeks  before,  on  account  of  a 
Flooding,  which  at  that  time  flopped.  I 
then  told  her  Husband,  if  her  Flooding  re¬ 
turned,  fhe  mull  of  neceflity  be  delivered,, 
there  being  no  other  way  to  fa ve  her  life. 
I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  Placenta 
muft  have  been  in  part  leparated  from  the 
Uterus,  which  occafioned  this  Flooding-: 
this  I  found  to  be  true;  for  upon  fearching, 
the  firft  thing  I  met  with,  was  the  Placenta, 
flopping  up  in  part  the  inner  Orifice.  She 
had  loft,  before  I  came,  about  half  a  com¬ 
mon  Chamber-pot  of  blood,  and  had  one  or. 
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two  Ccnvulfion  fits;  her  pulfe  was  very  low 
and  languid,  which  gave  me  fmall  hopes  of 
fuccefs,  if  I  attempted  to  deliver  her  ;  yet 
as  I  was  well  allured  from  repeated  Obfier- 
vations,  that  certain  death  would  be  the  con- 
fequence,  if  fhe  was  not  delivered,  I  judged 
it  better,  to  try  a  doubtful  remedy,  than  to 
leave  her  in  that  deplorable  condition.  After 
I  had  fatisfied  her  Friends  of  the  extreme 
danger  which  attended,  both  her  Delivery, 
and  the  not  attempting  it,  (  a  perfon  cannot 
be  too  cautious  how  he  ads  in  luch  difficul¬ 
ties,  to  skreen  himfelf  from  malevolent 
Tongues)  I  undertook  the  Work. 

H  aving  well  greafed  my  Fingers  and 
Hand  with  Pomatum ,  I  gently  paffed  it  up 
to  the  inner  Orifice,  which  I  found  opened 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  ends  of  all  my 
Fingers;  by  ftretching  them,  I  made  way 
for  my  whole  Hand,  and  the  firft  thing  I 
met  with,  as  I  mentioned  before,  was  part  of 
the  Placenta  (this  I  had  foretold  was  her 
cafe)  ;  and  palling  my  Hand  forwards  by 
the  fide  of  it,  1  came  to  the  Membranes,  and 
broke  them.  The  Waters  had  not  room  to 
pafs  off,  my  Arm  flopping  up  the  inner  Ori¬ 
fice,  fo  that  I  both  readily  and  quickly 
found  the  Feet,  and  brought  them  through 
the  Vagina  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi  :  then 
taking  hold  of  them  with  a  foft  and  warm 
Cloth,  I  drew  gently  forwards,  and  brought 
out  the  Child  beyond  the  Buttocks ;  and 

after- 
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afterwards  pulling  by  the  Hips,  it  advanced 
to  the  Shoulders,  I  brought  down  the  Arms, 
which  were  extended  over  the  Head,  and  by 
putting  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth  of  the 
Infant,  and  gently  preffing  upon  the  lower 
Jaw,  and  at  the  fame  time  pulling  above  at 
the  Shoulders,  the  Child  was  born,  but  had 
been  dead,  as  I  judged,  for  fome  time  be¬ 
fore. 

Although  I  difpatched  this  Delivery  in 
a  few  minutes,  and  without  the  lofs  of  any 
quantity  of  blood  at  that  inftant,  yet  the 
poor  Woman,  from  the  preceding  exceffive 
evacuations  of  blood,  which  had  occafioned 
Convulfions,  and  a  great  lofs  of  ftrength 
and  fpirits,  died  in  about  half  an  hour  after 
file  was  delivered. 

This  unhappy  event  Ihould  not  lo  far 
terrify  us,  as  to  prevent  our  undertaking  a 
Delivery,  though  the  Patient  Ihould  labour 
under  the  forementioned  complaints  ;  becaufe 
you  will  fometimes  fucceed  beyond  expecta¬ 
tion  ;  and  inevitable  death  muft  be  the  con- 
fequence,  if  a  Flooding  of  this  nature  is  not 
flopped  by  a  lpeedy  Delivery. 
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CASE  XLII. 

^  Child  prefenting  with  the  Face  up¬ 
wards  ,  and  the  back  part  of  the  Head 
funk  low  into  the  Vagina,  and  lodged 
over  the  Os  Pubis. 


ON  Sunday ,  September  the  2 2d ,  1728.  I 
was  fent  for  about  ten  o'clock  at  nighty 
to  King  s-gate- (Ire et,  Holborny  to  the  Wife  of 
a  Tailor.  I  found  the  Woman  labouring 
under  very  great  inquietude,  and  not  to  be 
governed  by  the  advice  of  the  Midwife,  of 
whom  I  enquired  how  matters  flood.  She 
could  give  me  but  an  imperfeft  account,  not 
being  able  to  acquaint  me  how  long  the 
Membranes  had  been  broke,  and  the  Waters 
gone  off :  whereupon  I  thought  it  fit  to 
examine  her  myfelf ;  and  palling  up  my  two 
Fore-fingers,  I  found  the  back  part  of  the 
Head  funk  low  into  the  Vagina,  and  lodged 
over,  and  much  prelfed  againff  the  Os  Pubis: 
I  therefore  put  up  my  whole  Hand,  that  I 
might  be  the  better  able  to  remove  the  Head 
backwards  from  off  the  Os  Pubis  into  the 
Vagina ;  but  all  my  endeavours  this  way 
proving  ineffectual,  I  palfed  up  one  Cheek 

of 
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of  my  Extra&or  between  the  Head  and  Os 
Pubis ,  to  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  and  then, 
pulling  gently,  and  drawing  the  Grown  of  the 
Head  backwards,  I  brought  it  further  into  the 
Vagina.  Haying  flipped  my  Extra&or  towards 
the  Ear,  I  fixed  it  there,  and  pulled  boldly 
forwards,  advifing  the  poor  Woman  at  the 
fame  time  to  force  downwards  with  all  her 
power  ;  and  fhe  being  at  that  junfture  feized 
with  a  flrong  Pain,  I  brought  the  back  part 
of  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia,  lb  far  as  to 
be  able  to  take  hold  of  it  with  my  Hand, 
and  foon  extricated  the  whole  Head  ;  (the 
Face  was  turned  upwards)  and  the  reft  of  the 
Body  readily  followed.  The  Child  imme¬ 
diately  gave  the  Mother  the  agreeable  fatif- 
fa&ion  of  letting  her  know  it  was  alive,  by 
crying  out  loudly.  I  ordered  the  Midwife 
to  make  a  Ligature,  and  cut  the  Navel- 
ftring,  at  the  fame  time  taking  hold  of  it 
with  one  Hand,  I  pafled  the  other  up  to 
the  Placenta ;  and  finding  it  adhered  to  the 
Uterus,  I  feparated  it  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  and  brought  it  away. 
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CASE  XLIir. 

j4  Child  prefenting  with  the  hack  part 
of  the  Head ,  which  was  funk  low 
into  the  Vagina. 

ON  Sunday,  the  251th  of  September,  1728.. 

I  was  defired  to  go  to  a  poor  Woman, 
in  King- fir  eet,  Wefiminfler ,  who,,  I  was  told, 
had  been  in  Labour  two  or  three  days.. 
When  I  came  there,  the  Midwife  told  me, 
the  Waters  were  gone  off  about  twenty  four, 
hours  before,  and  that  fhe  was.  lure  the 
Child  was  dead.  To  this  laft  part  I  gave 
little  credence,  telling  her  the  difficulty  there, 
was  of  being  certain  of  it,,  if  the  Child  pre- 
fented  with  its  Head  foremoft,  as  fhe  told 
me  it  did.  The  Woman  had  ftrong  Pains, 
but  they  had  not  availed.  The  Midwife 
being  very  ignorant,  was  not  able  to  give 
me  a  fatisfa&ory  account  \  I  therefore  thought 
it  neceffary  to  examine  her  myfelf. 

The  Patient  was  fo  poor,  fhe  was  laid  on* 
a  hard  bed  on  the  floor,  and  had  not  com¬ 
mon  neceflaries,  fo  I  ordered  another  Woman, 

t p> 
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to  take  her  in  her  Lap,  and  two  others,  to 
Support  her  Legs  in  their  Laps,  keeping  her 
Knees  wide  afunder,  and  her  Feet  bent  to¬ 
wards  her  Buttocks.  Examining  the  Wo¬ 
man,  I  found  the  Labia  Pudendi  very  much 
fwelled  and  hard,  and  the  parts  very  dry  \ 
wherefore  I  rebuked  the  Midwife,  telling 
her,  that  when  fhe  had  done  all  the  mifchief 
fhe  could,  fhe  then  perfwaded  them  to  fend 
for  me  :  this  is  a:  common  fault  amongft 
them,  not  being  willing  to  have  further  help, 
'till  matters  are  come  to  the  laft  extremity. 
I  endeavoured  to  pals  my  Hand  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  but  was  not  able  to  do  it,  becaufe  of 
the  fwelling  and'  tenfion  of  the  Labia;  but 
by  firft  thrufling  in  one  Finger,  and  then 
another,  by  fpreading  them,  I  made  room 
for  the  others,  and'  at  length  diftended*'  the 
Labia  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  get  my  whole 
Hand’  into  the  Vagina.  I  found5  the  back 
part  of  the  Head  funk  low,  and  lodged  over 
the  Os  “Pubis,  ftrongly  engaged  and  clofely 
preffed  at  the  Temples  between  the  bones  of 
the  Pelvis,  fo  that  I  could  no  ways  dilengage 
or  move  it  with  my  Hands ;  wherefore  I 
palTed  up  my  Extraftor  on  each  fide,  and 
fixed  it  about  the  OJfa  tfemporum  above  the 
Ears,  and  then  drew  ftrongly  forwards  :  the 
Head  gradually  following,  I  brought  it  with¬ 
out  the  Labia,  and  the- Body  readily  fob- 
lowed.  I  palled  up  my  Hand,  and  took  hold 
of  the  String  near  the  Placenta,  and  by.  pull¬ 
ing  gently,  and  at  the  fame  time,  lhaking  my 

Hand,., 
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Hand,  it  foon  came  away.  The  Child  had 
been  dead  for  fome  time,  and  was  much 
corrupted  j  as  was  alfo  the  Placenta  :  I  or¬ 
dered  them  to  embrocate  the  tumified  parts 
with  01.  Hyperic.  and  to  dip  a  foft  rag  in  it, 
and  apply  it  to  them. 


CASE  XLIV 


A  Child  prefenting  with  the  Buttocksy 
and  one  Hand  funk  into  the  Vagina 
beyond  the  Os  Tinae. 

ON  Saturday ,  October  the  5th,  1728.  I 
was  fent  for  to  a  Woman  in  Gray's-Inn 
Palfage,  near  Red-Lion  Square ,  the  Wife  of 
a  Joyner.  When  I  came,  the  Midwife  told 
me,  that  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  run  off  about  an  hour  before  ; 
and  that  the  Child  prefented,  as  Ihe  thought, 
with  the  Buttocks,  but  it  did  not  advance, 
although  the  Mother  had  ftrong  and  frequent 
Pains.  I  thereupon  paffed  up  my  Hand  into 
the  Vagina,  and  found  the  parts  fomewhat 
fwelled,  by  the  Midwife's  too  rudely  handling 
them.  The  firft  part  I  met  with,  was  a  Hand, 
flipped  down  by  the  fide  of  the  Hip,  which 
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I  put  up;  and  then  prefling  again!!  the  But¬ 
tocks  with  the  flat  of  my  Hand,  I  turned 
them  fomewhat  upwards ;  by  which  means 
I  foon  found  one  of  the  Feet,  and  drew  it 
out.  The  Child  being  fmall,  the  Vagina  and 
Pelvis  large,  and  the  other  Foot  being  bent 
upwards  towards  the  Belly ;  I  took  hold  of 
the  Foot  already  drawn  out,  with  a  dry 
Cloth,  and  brought  it  beyond  the  Buttocks; 
and  then  taking  frefh  hold  with  a  Cloth 
above  the  Hips,  drew  it  out  to  the  Shoul¬ 
ders.  In  order  to  make  a  freer  paffage  for 
the  Head,  I  fetched  down  the  Arms,  and 
placing  one  Hand  upon  the  Breaft,  and  the 
other  upon  the  Shoulders  of  the  Infant,  I 
foon  extricated  the  Head.  As  foon  as  it  was 
born,  it  rejoiced  the  Mother,  by  crying  out 
loudly  :  but  I  had  fcarce  furmounted  half 
my  difficulty  ;  for  upon  paffing  up  my  Hand 
to  fetch  the  Placenta,  I  found  it  ciofely  ad¬ 
hering,  both  at  the  fides  and  bottom  to  the 
Uterus :  I  feparated  it,  not  without  difficulty, 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  preifed  between 
the  Uterus  and  it,  taking  care  not  to  hurt 
the  Womb;  and  at  length  brought  it  all 
away,  with  the  Membranes,  but  much  torn. 
She  had  fomewhat  of  a  Flooding  afterwards, 
with  fome  After-pains ;  but  both  thefe  com¬ 
plaints  went  gradually  off.  I  ordered  the 
Midwife  to  embrocate  the  Labia  Pudendi  of 
the  Child  with  01,  Hyferic .  that  part  being 
a  little  bruited* 
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When  the  Child  is  not  large  (as  I  have 
before  obferved)  and  the  Vagina  and  Pelvis 
wide,  it  may  fafely  be  drawn  out,  if  you 
have  brought  down  but  one  Leg ;  but  you 
ffluft  be  allured  that  the  other  does  not  lay 
acrofs  the  Thigh  drawn  down ;  that  is,  the 
Leg  remaining  muft  be  bent  upward  towards 
the  Belly* 


CASE  XLV. 

A  Child  lying  acrofs  the  Uterus,  with 
one  Arm  funk  into  the  Vagina,  and 
the  Shoulder  (lopping  up  the  Os 
Tinea?. 

CUNDJr,  Gtlober  the  13th,  1728.  I  was 
^  defired  to  go  to  a  poor  Woman,  in  Hem¬ 
ming*  s  Row ,  who,  as  the  perfon  informed 
me,  had  been  two  or  three  days  in  Labour, 
The  Midwife,  upon  examination,  told  me, 
that  one  Arm  prefented  ;  and  upon  palling 
my  Hand,  I  found  Ihe  had  been  too  bufy; 
for  the  Arm  was  funk  low,  and  much 
fwelled  ;  not  knowing  better,  lhe  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  bring  it  away  in  the  pofture  it 

prefented : 


97 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

prcfented  :  Whereupon  I  rebuked  her,  telling 
her,  that  by  her  fo  doing  fhe  had  made  bad 
work,  and  lhew’d  her,  that  it  was  almoft 
impoffible  to  bring  it  away  in  the  pofture  it 
came  in;  and  that  by  pulling  the  Arm,  fhe 
had  brought  the  Shoulder  too  forward  ;  for 
I  found  it  wholly  flopping  up  the  inner  Ori¬ 
fice,  and  in  part  funk  below  the  Os  Tinceey 
which  was  much  dilated.  I  endeavoured  to 
return  the  Arm  ;  but  the  Shoulder  being 
prefled  into  the  inner  Orifice,  fo  filled  it  up, 
that  I  could  no  ways  move  it :  what  kept  it 
prefled  fo  hard  down  was,  the  Waters  being 
run  off  many  hours  before,  the  Uterus  was 
collapfed,  and  clofely  contracted  about  the 
Child.  Things  being  in  this  pofture,  I 
pafled  my  Hand  by  the  Arm,  (  which 
hung  down)  up  to  the  Shoulder,  and  after 
lome  difficulty  thruft  it  by  the  Shoulder  into 
the  Uterus,  where  I  found  the  Child  lying 
acrofs,  with  the  Head  bent  upwards  on  one 
fide,  and  the  Buttocks,  with  the  Thighs  and 
Legs,  turned  towards  the  other.  I  loon 
found  one  Foot,  which  I  drew  forwards  to 
the  inner  Orifice  ;  but  before  I  brought  it 
out,  I  fearched  for  the  other  Foot,  and 
joining  them  together,  brought  them  through 
the  Os  Tineas  into  the  Vagina.  One  of  the 
Feet  flipped  out  of  my  Hand;  fo  I  brought  the 
other  forwards  without  the  Labia  Pudendi , 
and  then  took  hold  of  it  above  the  Ankle 
with  a  dry  Cloth.  Palling  up  my  Hand  by 
this  Leg  and  Thigh,  in  fearch  of  the  other 
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Foot,  I  found  it  in  the  Paflage,  but  could 
not  readily  bring  it  down  ;  fo  I  pulled  gently 
by  the  Leg  that  was  brought  down  before ; 
and  the  other  Foot  and  Hips  readily  fol¬ 
lowed.  I  now  took  frefh  hold  above  the 
Hips,  and  drew  the  Child  to  the  Shoulders ;  and 
then  placing  one  Hand  under  the  Breaft,  to 
fupport  it,  I  took  hold  behind  above  the 
Shoulders,  and  by  gently  pulling,  and  flia- 
king  every  now  and  then  my  Hand,  brought 
out  the  Head.  The  Child  was  born  alive  ; 
but  the  Arm  firft  flipped  down,  was  very 
much  fwelled,  which  proceeded  from  the 
Midwife's  too  rudely  pulling  and  handling 
it,  and  it's  lying  long  prefled  in  the  Paflage. 

You  are  not  always  obliged  to  return  the 
Arm  when  flipped  down ;  for  fometimes  by 
fo  doing  you  make  it  more  difficult  to  pafs 
the  Hand  ;  the  Arm  returned  often  flopping 
up  the  inner  Orifice :  nay,  I  have  fometimes 
been  obliged  to  bring  down  an  Arm,  to- 
make  room  for  my  Hand  to  pafs  into  the 
Uterus ;  nor  is  there  any  danger  in  fo  doing; 
for  generally  as  the  Legs  and  Thighs  ad¬ 
vance  forwards,  the  Arm  by  the  turning  of 
the  Child  is  drawn  back  into  the  Uterus,  and 
comes  out  with  the  Head. 
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CASE  XLVI. 

A  Delivery ,  where  a  Child  came  Foot¬ 
ling  with  its  Face  towards  the  Os 
Pubis,  was  protruded  to  the  Flips, 
and  (luck  in  that  poflure. 

ON  luefday ,  OBober  the  15th,  1728.  I 
was  called  up  about  fix  in  the  morning, 
to  the  Wife  of  a  Gardener,  where  the  Child 
had  for  fome  time  been  protruded  to  the 
Hips,  and  hanging  out  of  the  Labia  Pudendi, 
ftuck  there;  the  Midwife  not  being  able  to 
bring  it  further  :  The  Face  was  turned  up¬ 
ward  towards  the  Os  Pubis,  and  fo  rivetted, 
that  I  could  not  turn  it  to  the  Os  facrum ; 
therefore  taking  hold  with  a  warm  and  foft 
Cloth  above  the  Hips,  I  gently  with  a  fhaking 
motion  drew  forwards,  and  the  Child  gradually 
funk  lower  to  the  Shoulders;  but  finding  the 
Head  flick  above,  and  fearing  left  the  Chin 
ftiould  be  caught  over  the  Os  Pubis ,  I  firft 
brought  down  the  Arms  to  the  fides,  and 
then  paffing  up  my  Fingers  between  the  Os 
Pubis  and  the  Face,  I  put  two  Fingers  into 
the  Mouth;  and  at  the  fame  time  taking  hold 
with  the  other  Hand  above  the  Shoulders, 

O  2  I  drew 
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I  drew  forwards  with  both  my  Hands,  and 
foon  extricated  the  Head.  Faffing  my  Hand 
to  fearch  for  the  Placenta,  I  found  it  in  part 
flipped  without  the  Os  internum ,  and  lying 
in  the  Vagina,  fo  that  I  had  no  trouble  in 
bringing  That  away.  The  Child  at  firft 
feemed  to  be  dead  ;  but  to  my  no  fmall  fur- 
prize,  in  a  fhort  time,  it  fatisfied  us  it  was 
alive,  by  crying  out.  This  I  did  not  expeft, 
confidering  the  Pofture  I  found  it  in,  and  the 
length  of  time  it  was  there  confined. 

This  Cafe  Ihould  be  a  Caution  to  Mid¬ 
wives,  to  lend  for  help  in  time,  when  a 
Child  comes  Footling,  and  not  to  venture 
(unlefs  they  are  very  skilful)  to  bring  it  for¬ 
wards. 


CASE  XLVII. 

A  Child  prefenting  with  the  left  But¬ 
tock  foremojl. 

AJO  TE  M  h  E  R  the  4th,  1728.  I  was 
*  fent  for  to  the  Wife  of  a  Joyner,  dwell¬ 
ing  in  Durham  Tard.  Upon  touching  her,  I 
found  the  Buttocks  were  funk  low  into 
the  Vagina,  more  particularly  the  left.  I 
palled  up  my  Hand  backward  towards  the 

Keif  urn.. 
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ReEium ,  to  prefs  back  the  Os  Coccygis ,  and 
dilate  the  Paflage  for  the  more  eafy  protru- 
fion  of  the  Infant,  which  was  fo  locked  be¬ 
tween  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis,  that  I  could 
not  prefs  the  Hips  back  into  the  Uterus ; 
I  therefore  endeavoured  to  bring  it  forward 
in  the  pofture  it  prefented,  (not  being  able 
to  come  at  the  Feet  )  by  prefling  back¬ 
wards  with  the  back  of  my  Hand  upon  the 
ReEium.  I  advifed  her,  when  her  pains  were 
upon  her,  to  prefs  down  with  all  her 
ftrength,  and  at  the  fame  time  I  fomewhat 
dilated  the  Paflage,  and  the  Infant  funk 
fomewhat  lower ;  but  fearing  left  I  fhould 
not  be  able  to  bring  the  Hips  out  by  that 
method,  I  pafled  up  the  Fore-finger  of  each 
Hand  on  each  fide  of  the  Thigh  near  the 
Groin,  and  bending  them  over  the  Thigh, 
I  endeavoured  to  draw  it  out  gently,  for 
fear  of  either  diflocating  the  Hip,  or  bruifing 
the  Groin.  This  method  I  found  ineffectual,, 
the  parts  being  fo  prefled,  I  had  not  the  full 
liberty  of  ufing  my  Fingers  ;  and  therefore 
I  put  a  foft  firing  over  the  end  of  my  Finger, 
and  got  it  up  on  one  fide  over  the  Thigh ; 
and  getting  up  a  Finger  on  the  other  fide, 
I  drew  the  firing  out  ;  and  then  fixing  it 
clofe  up  to  the  Hip  and,  Groin,  I  took  hold 
of  the  ends  that  hanged  out,  and  pulled  to¬ 
wards  me,  advifing  the  Woman  at  the  fame 
time  to  prefs  ftrongly  down  :  by  this  method 
I  foon  extra&ed  the  Hips  and  Legs ;  but  as 
the  Toes  of  the  Infant  were  turned  towards 
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the  Os  Pubis ,  I  paffed  up  one  Hand  upon 
the  Belly,  and  the  other  to  the  Back,  and 
gently  drew  it  forwards  to  the  Shoulders. 
I  at  the  fame  time  turned  the  Toes  to  the 
Anus  of  the  Mother ;  and  then  putting  one 
Hand  under  the  Bread,  and  the  other  above 
the  Shoulders,  I  foon  extricated  the  Head, 
and  the  Child  in  a  Ihort  time  furprifed  the 
Mother  and  Byftanders  with  it's  crying,  they 
all  believing  it  to  be  dead,  as  it  had  lain  fo 
long  in  that  uneafy  and  troublefome  pofture. 
It  proved  a  very  large  and  lufty  Girl  :  the 
bulk  of  the  Infant,  and  its  being  the  firfh 
time  of  the  Mother’s  bringing  a  Child  into 
the  World,  occafioned  the  difficulty  I  met 
with.  I  ordered  the  Midwife,  as  foon  as  the 
Child  was  born,  to  make  a  Ligature  upon 
the  Umbilical  Veffels,  and  cut  them  :  the 
Placenta  adhering  to  the  Womb,  I  feparated 
it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  drew  it 
out.  In  order  to  examine,  if  there  were  any 
remains,  either  of  the  After- burthen,  or 
the  Membranes,  or  any  clods  of  blood,  I 
again  paffed  up  my  Hand  into  the  Womb  ; 
but  finding  nothing  in  it,  I  kept  it  there  for 
fome  time,  till  I  found  the  Uterus  fubfide 
and  contrad  itfelf  about  my  Hand. 


CASE 
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CASE  XLYIII. 


A  Child  prefenting  with  the  Head 


lodged  over  and  upon  the  Os  Pubis. 


O  MEMBER  the  14th,  1728.  I  was 


*  called  upon  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  to  go  to  a  Woman  at  Saffron  Hill : 
I  found  the  Child  lying  high  in  the  Palfage, 
the  Head  over  the  Os  Bubis^  and  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum  fpread,  wide  enough  to  admit  my 
Hand  ;  the  Membranes  were  broke  fome  time 
before,  the  Waters  in  part  run  off,  and  the 
Waters  remaining  guflied  out  at  every  pain, 
fo  that  they  might  ftridly  be  called.  Aqua 
furtiva.  As  the  back  part  of  the  Head  was 
prelfed  hard  at  every  Pain  againft  the  Os 
\ Pubis ,  I  endeavoured  with  one  fide  of  my 
Edudor,  palTed  up  between  the  Head  and 
Os  internum ,  and  over  the  Of  Pubis ,  to  bring 
the  Head  backward  towards  the  Os  Coccygis , 
and  fo  down  into  the  Paffage;  but  my  At¬ 
tempt  proving  ineffedual,  I  palfed  up  my 
Hand  within  the*  inner  Orifice  to  the  Head, 
and  prelfed  it  gently  backwards ;  by  which 
method  I  readily  palfed  my  Hand  beyond 
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the  Head.  The  firft  part  I  met  with,  was  an 
Arm,  which  I  left,  and  thruft  my  Hand  fur¬ 
ther  up  along  the  Body,  till  I  came  to  one 
Leg:  this  I  took  hold  off,  and  drew  out, 
(taking  care  to  turn  the  Toes  towards  the 
Buttocks  of  the  Mother)  by  which  means 
the  Head  was  drawn  upwards,  and  gave  way 
for  the  Hips  to  come  forwards.  I  then 
examined,  and  found  the  other  Leg  and 
Thigh  bent  towards  the  Belly ;  wherefore, 
taking  hold  of  the  Leg  before  brought  down, 
with  a  loft  and  dry  Cloth,  I  pulled  gently, 
and  the  Hips,  with  the  other  Leg  bent  up¬ 
wards,  readily  followed.  When  I  had  brought 
the  Child  to  the  Hips,  and  extricated  the  Leg 
and  Thigh,  I  found  the  Face  turned  a  little 
to  the  right  Hip  of  the  Mother ;  wherefore  I 
paffed  up  one  Hand  under  the  Belly  of  the 
Child,  and  at  the  fame  time,  putting  the 
other  to  the  Back,  I  brought  the  Face  back¬ 
wards.  I  now  took  hold  above  the  Hips 
with  a  foft  and  dry  Cloth,  and  brought  the 
Child  out  to  the  Shoulders  ;  but  finding  it 
ftuck  there,  I  fetched  down  the  Arms  to  the 
fides,  and  then  placing  my  Hands  in  the 
ufual  manner,  I  extricated  the  Head.  It  no 
fooner  appeared,  than  f  found  the  Funis  Urn - 
bilicalis  was  twifted  about  the  Neck  of  the 
Infant,  which  I  immediately  difengaged. 

The  reafon  why  I  turned  this  Child  was, 
becaufe  the  Head  lay  fo  forward  over  the 
Os  Pubis ,  and  the  Throws  of  the  Mother 

could 
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could  not,  in  the  fituation  it  was  placed, 
force  it  into  the  Paflage,  but  only  prefs’d  it 
againft  that  bone  ;  which  would  in  time  have 
killed  the  Child,  and  very  much  endangered 
the  life  of  the  Mother  :  for  in  all  probability 
it  could  not  have  been  brought  away  with¬ 
out  great  force,  it  not  dire&ly  prefling  againft 
the  Os  internum  Uteri ,  which  lay  loofe.  By 
the  Method  I  took,  the  Child  was  born  alive 
and  well. 


CASE  XLIX. 


A  Child  prefenting  with  the  right  Hip 


0  VE  ME  E  R  the  noth,  1728.  I  was 


1  *  defined  to  go  into  Durham  Tardy  to  a 
poor  Woman,  the  Wife  of  a  Porter ;  and 
when  I  came  there,  I  found  the  Child  pre¬ 
fenting  double,  with  the  right  Hip  and 
Scrotum  funk  low  into  the  Vagina,  and 
prefs'd  upon  the  Os  Pubis .  In  endeavouring 
to  find  another  perfon,  who  was  not  in  the 
way,  fome  time  had  been  fpent  before  I 
came,  and  the  Midwife  being  a  Novice  in 
her  Profeflion,  was  not  capable  of  giving 
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proper  dire&ions.  She  fhould  have  advifed 
the  labouring  Woman  to  have  kept  back 
as  much  as  poflible  her  Throws,  and  not 
forced  downwards ;  and  fhe  ought  to  have 
paTed  her  Hand  up,  and  preffed  againft  the 
Child's  Buttocks,  to  retain  it  from  flipping 
down,  whenever  the  Pains  preffed  forwards; 
but  the  Midwife  negletling  to  give  this  ad¬ 
vice,  or  to  a£t  in  this  manner,  I  found  the 
Hip  of  the  Infant,  as  I  before  mentioned, 
with  the  Scrotum  funk  low  into  the  Vagina, 
and  ftrongly  engaged  between  the  Bones  of 
the  Pelvis,  lb  that  I  could  not  move  it  by 
any  means.  I  endeavoured,  by  palling  my 
Fore-finger  over  the  Thigh  near  the  Groin, 
to  draw  the  Hip  forward,  but  that  method 
would  not  do  ;  X  therefore  tried,  by  putting 
a  firing  doubled  over  the  end  of  my  Finger, 
to  bring  it  over  the  Thigh,  and  with  fome 
difficulty  I  got  it  over ;  and  palling  up  a 
Finger  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Thigh,  I 
took  hold  of  the  part  of  the  firing  that  was 
doubled,  and  brought  one  end  out  of  the 
Labia;  and  then  taking  both  ends  in  my 
Hand,  when  a  Pain  came  on,  I  pulled  gently 
towards  me,  advifing  her  at  the  fame  time 
to  prefs  ftrongly  down.  I  found  the  Child 
advance  according  to  my  wifh,  and  was  foon 
able  to  extricate  the  Hips,  and  bring  out  the 
Legs  and  Thighs  ;  but  finding  the  Belly 
turned  fomewhat  fideways,  I  put  one  Hand 
upon  the  Back,  and  my  other  under  its 
Belly,  and  turned  the  Face  towards  the  Anus 
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of  the  Mother.  When  I  had  brought  the  Child 
as  far  as  the  Shoulders,  I  fetched  down  the 
Arms  ;  and  finding  it  Ruck  at  the  Head,  I 
was  obliged  to  put  two  Fingers  into  its 
Mouth;  and  by  pulling  gently  at  the  lower 
Jaw,  and  at  the  back  part  of  the  Shoulders, 
in  a  ihort  time  I  brought  out  the  Head.  The 
Child  was  born  alive,  but  died  foon  after. 
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CASE  L. 

A  Child  prefenting  with  the  hack  part 
of  the  Head  funk  low  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  fticking  at  the  Temples. 

A/O  VEMBER  the  aid,  1728.  I  was 
*  '  called  upon  to  go  to  a  poor  Woman,  the 
Wife  of  a  Footman,  in  Bromley  Street ,  Hoi - 
born.  Upon  my  coming,  I  enquired  of  the 
Midwife,  how  long  the  Woman  had  been  in 
Labour;  to  which  flie  anfwered,  about  forty 
eight  hours ;  and  that  the  Child  was  funk 
low  in  the  PafTage,  and  had  lain  there,  with¬ 
out  advancing  in  the  leaft,  for  feveral  hours. 
I  then  inquired,  if  there  had  been  any  ga¬ 
thering  of  the  Waters  ;  and  if  there  had  been, 
how  long  before  I  came  ?  I  likewife  asked 
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her,  whether  the  Membranes  were  already 
broke,  and  the  Waters  parted  off?  To  which 
the  Midwife  anfwered,  that  the  Head  was 
now  bare,  and  that  there  was  a  Gufti  of 
Waters  at  every  Pain,  but  fhe  had  not  ob- 
ferved  any  regular  Gathering  :  I  therefore 
concluded  that  the  Membranes  were  broke 
when  the  Head  lay  high;  and  that  the  Wa¬ 
ters  which  guihed  out,  might  be  juftly  called 
ylqucv  furtivce.  I  thereupon  thought  it  ad¬ 
visable  to  parts  my  two  Fore-fingers,  that  I 
might  be  able  to  judge  what  part  prefented  ; 
and  found  the  back  part  of  the  Head  funk 
low  into  the  Vagina,  and  tticking  above  at 
the  Temples.  This  being  the  firft  time  of 
the  Woman's  being  in  Labour,  and  her  Pains 
very  weak,  I  immediately  parted  up  one  fide 
of  my  Extractor ;  and  fixing  it  in  the  Nape 
of  the  Child's  Neck,  I  pulled  gently  towards 
me;  advifing  the  Woman  at  the  fame  time, 
to  affift  her  Pains  by  bearing  ftrongly  down. 
This,  I  found,  would  not  do,  for  I  could 
not  move  the  Head  ;  and  therefore  I  with¬ 
drew  my  Extraftor,  and  parted  both  fides^ 
of  it  above  the  Ears ;  and  then  taking  hold 
of  the  ends  which  were  without  the  Labia 
Pudendi ,  1  gently  prefled  them  together,, 
and  drew  forwards,  advifing  the  Woman  to 
force  down,  whether  fhe  had  any  Pain,  or 
not :  by  this  method  in  a  fhort  time  I  brought 
out  the  Head  ;  and  clapping  one  Hand  under 
the  Chin,  and  the  other  to  the  Nape  of  the 
Neck,  I  inrtantly  fetched  out  the  whole. 

Body : 
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Body  :  upon  which  the  Child  cried  loudly; 
and  fo  fatisfied  the  Mother  and  Byftanders, 
that  it  was  alive  ;  who  all  believed  it  to  have 
been  fome  time  dead.  The  Placenta  flicking, 
I  was  obliged  carefully  to  feparate  it ;  and 
pulling  gently  below,  it  fell  upon  my  Hand 
in  the  Uterus,  fo  that  1  immediately  brought 
it  away  with  the  Membranes. 


CASE  LI. 

A  Child  presenting  with  the  hack  part 
of  the  Head  high  in  the  Vagina,  and 
lodged  over  the  Os  Pubis. 

ON  the  28th  of  November ,  1728.  I  was 
fent  for  to  the  Wife  of  a  Shoemaker  in 
Sheer  Lane  :  the  Membranes  were  broke, . 
and  the  Waters  gufhing  out  at  every  Pain. 
The  Midwife  could  not  give  any  account 
when  they  broke,  only  told  me  that  ihe  had 
been  in  Labour  for  two  days  and  nights; 
but  that  her  Pains  were  not  forcing  enough 
to  bring  out  the  Child.  As  it  was  the  firft 
time  of  her  being  in  Labour,  fhe  was  afraid, 
and  kept  back  her  Pains :  and  as  the  Child 
lay  high,  the  Midwife  could  not  fed  it,  fo* 
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was  not  able  to  judge  what  part  prefented. 

I  pafled  the  two  Fore-fingers  of  my  left 
Hand,  well  greafed,  into  the  Vagina,  up  to 
the  Orifice  of  the  Womb,  which  I  found 
bending  backwards  to  the  Os  facrum ,  and 
opened  the  breadth  of  a  Crown  piece  :  the 
Orifice  was  thin,  and  ready  to  give  way  :  but 
I  could  not  readily  reach  the  further  edge ; 
wherefore  I  judged  the  Fundus  Uteri  lay  too 
much  over  the  Os  Pubis  :  at  length  I  found 
the  upper  and  hinder  part  of  the  Head  lying 
near,  but  not  ftrongly  forced  againft  the  Os 
Uteri .  As  her  Pains  were  fliort  and  weak, 
and  the  Aqucz  furtive  came  away  at  every 
Throw,  I  advifed  patience,  telling  them  that 
I  hoped  when  the  Waters  flopped,  her  Pains 
would  come  on,  both  quicker  and  brisker. 
I  now  ordered  her  the  following  Clyfter : 

ty.  DecoB.  com .  fro  Clifler .  gviij.  Eleff. 
Paccar .  Lauri.  Mel .  Mercurial  ~Ta  Jj.  Sal 
Gemmce  siij.  Mifce  f,  Enemajlatim  inji - 
ciend. 

After  the  Clyfter  I  prefcribed  this  Draught 
to  be  taken : 

Aq.  Fuleg,  gij.  Qteon.  Comp .  g  i.  Extract, 
thebaic,  gr .  i  £.  Syr .  Caryoph .  $ij. 

I  n  cafe  the  Draught  did  not  anfwer,  I 
ordered  it  fhould  be  repeated  after  eight 
hours.  The  firft  fhe  vomited  up  in  about 
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a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  file  had  took  it,  as 
I  was  informed  the  next  morning  :  and  the 
Midwife  divided  the  other,  and  gave  it  at 
twice  ;  this  fhe  kept  down.  The  next 
morning,  about  feven  o'clock,  the  Woman’s 
husband  came  to  me,  and  defired  I  would 
go  to  his  wife  as  foon  as  I  conveniently 
could,  telling  me  fhe  continued  in  the  fame 
condition  I  left  her  in  the  preceding  evening. 

In  about  half  an  hour  I  went,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  pafs  my  Hand,  well  greafed,  into 
the  Vagina  but  met  with  fome  difficulty, 
the  Paffage  being  very  ftrait  at  the  Labia 
Pudendi :  however  I  found  the  Head  was 
funk  a  little  lower ;  but  it  was  lodged  over, 
and  preffed  againfl:  the  Os  Pubis .  I  judged 
the  Child  could  not  be  brought  forwards  by 
the  force  of  her  Pains,  which  were  weak, 
and  long  intervals  between  them  ;  and  had 
they  indeed  been  ftronger,  they  would  only 
have  forced  the  Head  more  violently  againfi: 
the  Os  Pubis  :  I  therefore  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  attempt  the  Delivery,  by  turning 
the  Child,  and  bringing  the  Feet  foremoft. 

As  the  Waters  were  run  off  fome  time  be¬ 
fore,  the  Uterus  was  fo  very  much  con- 
traded,  I  could  not  readily  pafs  my  Hand 
beyond  the  Head ;  but  after  fome  time  I 
with  difficulty  paffed  it,  and  the  firft  part  I 
,  afterwards  met  with,  was  the  Arm,  which 
entirety  obftruded  my  Hand's  palling  any 
further  :  I  therefore  was  obliged  to  bring  the 
Hand  and  Arm  forwards  oyer  the  Head; 
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This  done,  I  got  room  to  pals  my  Hand  by 
the  Infant's  Head,  along  the  Body  and  the 
Thigh,  quite  up  to  the  Ham,  but  could  not 
reach  the  Foot  :  wherefore  I  bent  my  Finger, 
and  taking  hold  of  the  Ham,  drew  the  Knee 
forwards,  and  at  length  got  hold  of  the  Foot, 
which  I  drew  out  to  the  inner  Orifice.  I 
would  have  fetched  the  other  Foot ;  but  the 
parts  were  fo  ftreightned  by  the  Waters 
being  gone  off  1b  long  before,  I  was  not 
able  to  effeft  it.  I  now  drew  the  Foot  I 
had  fecured  forwards,  in  hopes,  that  as  that 
advanced,  the  Head  and  Arm  would  have 
turned  inwards.  In  drawing  this  Foot,  it 
often  flipped  between  my  Fingers ;  which 
obliged  me  to  fix  a  Ligature  about  the  Ankle  : 
with  this  I  drew  the  Foot  and  Leg  beyond 
the  Labia,  and  then  palled  up  my  Hand, 
and  found  the  Hips  advanced  beyond  the 
inner  Orifice  ;  wherefore  removing  the  Li¬ 
gature,  I  wrapped  a  foft  Cloth  about  the 
Leg,  and  drew  forwards ;  but  it  ftuck  at  the 
Buttocks.  I  now  endeavoured  to  pafs  one 
of  my  Fingers  over  the  Thigh  near  the 
Groin  ;  and  by  pulling  there,  as  well  as  at 
the  Leg  already  brought  into  the  Paffage, 
thought  to  have  got  out  the  Buttocks ;  but 
the  parts  were  fo  compreffed,  I  could  not 
make  ufe  of  my  Finger,  as  I  defigned  :  I 
therefore  paffed  up  the  handle  of  one  fide  of 
my  Extra&or,  which  was  fomewhat  bent, 
and  fixed  it  near  the  Groin  ;  and  pulling 
gently  with  it,  and  with  my  other  hand 

pulling 
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pulling  the  Leg  I  had  hold  of,  I  brought  out 
the  Child  to  the  Wafte.  It  ftuck  both  at  the 
Shoulders  and  the  Head  :  whereupon  I 
fetched  down  the  Arms ;  and  clapping  two 
Fingers  of  one  Hand  into  the  Infant’s  Mouth, 
and  my  other  Hand  on  its  Shoulders,  I,  with 
eafy  pulling,  extricated  the  Head.  The 
Child  was  born  dead ;  but  the  Woman  did 
very  well. 


•JJt  it*  HZ’  Us  -HZ  A  HZ  -az  i&L  jtz  Zu  au  j it 


CASE  LIL 

The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  in  Convulfive 

Fits . 


A7 0  FE  MB  E  R  the  30th,  1728.  A  Wo~ 
*  ’  man  came  to  me  about  eight  a  clock  in 
the  morning,  and  defired  me  to  go  to  a  poor 
Woman,  who,  as  Ihe  faid,  was  within  a  fort¬ 
night  of  her  Reckoning,  and  had  been  feized, 
from  about  three  a’clock  that  morning,  with 
many  Convulfion  fits,  and  was  become  both 
fenlelefs  and  fpeechlefs.  I  ordered  her  to 
be  let  blood  immediately,  and  to  give  her  a 
Clyfter  afterwards ;  and  told  the  Woman,  as 
foon  as  I  was  drefled,  I  would  come  to  her; 
which  I  accordingly  did,  and  found  things 
as  before  reprefented :  her  fits  came  very 

Q.  quick  ; 
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quick ;  for  there  was  not  half  a  quarter  of 
an  hour's  fpace  betwixt  each  fit.  I  gave  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  the  only  way  to  lave 
her,  was  by  a  fpeedy  Delivery ;  but  would 
not  allure  them  of  fuccefi :  yet,  I  judge  it 
better  to  attempt  a  doubtful  remedy,  than 
none  at  all.  After  fome  time,  the  Husband 
and  the  others  prelent,  finding  her  Fits  came- 
quicker,  and  that  her  fpirits  funk,  left  it 
wholly  to  me,  to  do  as  I  thought  fit.  I  or¬ 
dered  her  to  be  laid  acrofs  the  bed,  and  her 
Hips  to  be  raifed  by  a  thick  pillow,  laid  on 
the  bed  fide  :  I  delired  a  perlon  would  fit 
behind,  to  fupport  her-  and  that  a  Woman 
would  fet  on  each  fide,  to  hold  her  Legs, 
bent  towards  her  Hips,  and  keep  her  Thighs 
afunder.  Obferving  her,  I  perceived  by  the 
uneafinefs  fhe  feemed  every  now  and  then  to. 
be  in,  that  fhe  had  Labour  Pains  upon  her  ; 
and  palling  my  Hand,  found  the  Oj  internum 
dilated  to  the  breadth  of  a  Grown  piece,  and 
that  I  could  introduce  the  ends  of  all  my 
Fingers,  which  I  accordingly  did ;  and  by 
gradually  feparating  them,  made  way  at 
length  to  pafs  my  whole  Hand  into  the 
Uterus.  I  firft  met  with  the  Head,  covered 
with  the  Membranes,  and  floating  in  the 
Waters  :  I  immediately  broke  them  ;  and 
palling  my  Hand,  took  hold  of  one  Foot, 
which  I  drew  forwards  ;  but  was  not  over 
follicitous  about  what  became  of  the  other 
Foot,  the  Child  being  final!,  and  the  Paflage 
large,  Wrapping  a  foft  Cloth  about  the* 

Le& 


CASES  in  MiDwiFkT^ 

Leg  I  had  already  fetched  down,  with  gently 
pulling,  I  brought  it  beyond  the  Hips ;  the 
other  Leg  lying  bent  towards  the  Belly  :  I 
then  removed  my  Cloth  to  the  Hips,  and 
drew  it  out  to  the  Shoulders  ;  and  finding  it 
ftuck  there,  I  fetched  down  the  Arms,  and 
placed  my  Hand  as  ufual,  to  ext  raft  the 
Head  ;  which  I  foon  effected  :  the  Placenta 
readily  followed.  The  Child  was  dead; 
which  I  judged  to  have  been  dead  from  the 
time  flae  was  firft  feized  with  Convulfion 
fits.  The  poor  Woman  continued  fpeech- 
lefs  and  without  fenfe  all  the  time,  and  had 
one  fit  whilft  I  was  delivering  her.  She  was 
Wife  to  one  of  the  Yeomen  of  the  Guard, 
and  lived  in  King  s-gate-ftreet .  in  Holborn. 

I  ordered  after  her  Delivery  the  follow¬ 
ing  Julep  to  be  taken,  three  or  four  lpoon- 
fuls  often,  if  they  could  get  it  down. 

1%.  Jlq.  Puleg .  Rut.  Menth.  Pa’on .  comp. 
Ya  gij.  Tintfar.  Caflor.  3ij.  Syr.  Pee  on . 
comp.  gitf.  m.  f.  Julapium . 

And  in  cafe  her  fits  continued,  fifteen  of 
twenty,  ever  now  and  then,  of  the  following 
Drops. 

1^.  Sp.  Corn.  Cerv.  per  fe  3ij.  7 ’inffur 
Cafior.  3i.  Mifce. 

I  direfted  an  Empl.  e  Galbavo  to  be  applied 
to  the  Navel. 

(^2 
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Her  husband  called,  as  I  had  bid  him, 
about  three  hours  afterwards,  and  told  me, 
that  file  remained  fenlelefs  and  fpeechlefs, 
but  that  her  fits  had  longer  intervals,  and 
were  not  fo  ftrong.  About  fix  a’clock  in  the 
evening  I  law  her  again,  and  found  her  both 
fenfelels  and  fpeechlels ;  but  her  fits  did  not 
return  above  once  in  an  hour  :  her  pulfe 
was  then  fomewhat  funk,  which  before  kept 
up  very  ftrong.  I  then  ordered  an  Epifpa- 
ftick  to  her  Neck,  and  one  to  each  Arm  ;  and 
the  following  Bolus  to  be  taken  every  fourth 
hour ; 

fy.  Pulv,  ad  Guttetam  gr,  xv.  Croci  Caflor * 
7~a  gr.  v.  Syr .  Croc .  q.  s .  M,  f  Boh  fu - 
mend,  quart  a  quaque  hord  filler  bib  end. 
CochL  i  v.  Jalap,  pr^fcript. 

And  to  continue  the  Drops  and  Julep  as  be~ 
fore. 

The  next  morning  a  perfon  came  to  me 
as  I  had  dire&ed,  to  let  me  know  that  . file 
had  fo  far  recovered  her  fenles,  as  to  fwallow 
any  thing  offered  to  her :  I  went  myfelf 
feme  time  after,  and  found  that  her  fits  had 
not  returned  for  fome  hours ;  that  file  had  a 
little  recovered  her  fenfe,  and  could  fpeak : 
her  Blifters  rofe  very  well,  and  diftcharged 
well;  but  fhe  had  taken  but  two  Bolufles. 
I  ordered  them  to  be  continued  with  an  ad-* 
dition  of  five  grains  of  the  Pulv.  ad  Guttetam ^ 

I  pre«* 
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I  prefcribed  the  Emplajl .  Cephalic .  cam  Eu - 
phorbio  pro  plantU  Pedum  ;  and  the  following 
Julap. 

Pt.  Aq.  Pa  leg.  Rut.  aa  $'}■  Pee  on.  comp . 

Bryon.  comp.  ~7a  gi.  Pceon.  com .  gif;. 

A/.  Cockl.  iij.  vel  W.fubinde. 

Her  husband  called  on  me  in  the  evening* 
and  told  me,  fhe  had  fo  much  recovered 
both  her  fpeech  and  fenfe,  that  fhe  could, 
tell  where  her  complaints  lay ;  which  fhe 
laid  were  in  her  Belly  and  Tongue  j  the  latter 
fhe  had  bit  in  her  fits. 

The  next  morning  I  faw  her  again  •  her 
fits  had  left  her ;  her  pulfe  was  ftrong  ;  fhe 
had  entirely  recovered  her  Speech  andReafon, 
but  did  not  till  that  day  know  fhe  had  been 
delivered.  I  now  ordered  the  Bolus  to  be 
taken  every  twelve  hours  with  the  Julap  : 

Hie  flept  well  that  night,  as  fhe  did  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  her  Cleanfings  were  regular  all 
the  time  ;  which  contributed  much  to  her 
fo  fpeedy  recovery.  On  the  WedneJ'day  after, 
being  but  the  fifth  day  from  her  Delivery, 
the  Nurfe  had,  according  to  her  defire,  with¬ 
out  my  knowledge  or  confent,  taken  her  out 
of  her  bed;  but  this  had  no  ill  confequence ; 
for  calling  upon  her  about  eleven  a  clock 
the  next  morning,  I  found  her  fitting  by  the 
fire  fide  ;  and  the  only  complaint  file  had  to 
make  was,  of  a  forenefs  in  her  Tongue  :  to 
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eafethis,  I  order’d  her  fome  Mel  Rofar.\  and 
in  place  of  her  Medicines,  to  take  good  jelly 
broths,  and  other  nouriihing  food,  by  which 
fhe  gradually  recovered  her  fpirits  and 
ftrength. 


CASE  LIII. 


i The  ‘Delivery  of  a  Womans  <who  had 
been  delivered  of  one  Child  about  an 
hour  before  I  came . 


JMfO  FE  M  B  E  R  the  30th,  1728.  I  was 
»  defired  to  go  to  a  poor  Woman  in  Mil¬ 
ford  Lane .  The  perfon  that  came  for  me, 
told  me  about  an  hour  before,  the  Woman 
had  been  delivered  of  One  Child,  and  that 
fhe  had  flooded  ever  fince.  I  found  Things 
as  reprefented  •  which  in  a  great  meafure 
proceeded  from  the  ignorance  of  the  Mid¬ 
wife  :  firft,  from  her  attempting  to  bring 
away  the  Placenta,  before  Ihe  knew  that 
there  was  another  Child;  and  fecondly,  from 
her  not  making  a  Ligature  above  upon  the 
Umbilical  Veffels,  when  fhe  feparated  the 
Child  that  was  born.  The  Midwife  averr’d 
Ihe  did  not  attempt  to  bring  away  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  and  that  Ihe  had  made  a  Ligature; 

but 
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but  when  I  came,  I  found  none  :  to  excufe 
herfelf,  fhe  faid  it  was  flipped  off ;  however, 
I  rebuked  her  for  her  carelefnels,  and  or¬ 
dered  her  to  make  a  Ligature  ;  at  the  fame 
time  prefling  the  upper  part  of  the  Navel- 
firing  between  my  Fingers.  I  then  palled 
up  my  Hand,  and  found  the  Waters  extending 
and  prefling  hard  upon  the  Membranes  ; 
which  I  immediately  broke,  and  at  the  fame 
inflant  I  palfed  my  Hand  further  up,  before 
the  Waters  were  wholly  flowed  out,  and 
foon  found  the  Feet :  taking  hold  of  them 
both,  I  drew  them  out,  and  the  Body  readily 
followed;  the  parts  being  fo  much  dilated 
by  the  preceding  Birth  :  the  Feet  lay  very 
high  in  the  Uterus.  Having  made  a  Li¬ 
gature  upon  the  Navel  -  ftring  of  the  fe- 
cond  Child,  and  divided  it,  I  took  hold  of 
both  Strings,  which  were  faftned  to  one- 
Placenta,  and  pulling  gently,  brought  ik 
&vvay.  The  Child  was  born  alive. 


C  A,  515; 
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CASE  LIV. 

The  ‘Delivery  of  a  Child  nvhofe  Navel* 
firing  fell  into  the  Vagina,  at  the 
breaking  of  the  Waters . 

T\EC  E  M  B  E  R  the  pth,  1728.  I  wa^ 
called  up  between  four  and  five  in  the 
morning  to  a  Woman  in  Ctanbourn  Alley , 
near  Leicefier  fields.  Upon  my  coming  there, 
I  enquired  of  the  Midwife,  how  long  the 
Woman  had  been  in  Labour,  and  if  the  Wa¬ 
ters  were  broke,  how  long  they  had  been 
gone  off :  and  in  the  next  place  I  enquired, 
what  part  prefented  ?  She  told  me,  the' 
Waters  had  been  run  off  fome  Hours,  and 
that  the  Woman  had  been  in  Labour  thirty 
fix  hours ;  but  what  part  prefented,  fhe  knew 
not.  I  foon  perceived  her  ignorance;  for 
upon  palling  up  my  two  Fore-fingers,  I  found 
the  Membranes  protruded  by  the  Waters 
beyond  the  Os  internum ,  into  the  Vagina, 
about  the  bignefs  of  a  Pig’s  bladder,  fo  that 
the  Waters  were  not  gone  off,  as  Ihe  faid,for 
fom#  hours ;  and  being  ignorant  of  the  method 
of  Touching,  it  was  impoffible  fhe  could  tell 

me 
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me  what  part  prefented.  The  Membranes,  as 
before  mentioned,  were  greatly  diftended, 
and  the  Os  internum  was  fpread  to  the  breadth 
of  the  palm  of  my  Hand,  was  very  loofe, 
and  ready  to  give  way  to  every  preffure; 
the  top  of  the  Head  came  forwards,  lying 
preffed  againfl  the  Vertebrae  of  the  Os  facrumy 
which  were  much  bent  inwards  ;  the  fore¬ 
part  of  the  Head  and  Face  was  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  her  Pains  were  no 
ways  forcing,  but  fmall,  and  long  Intervals 
between  :  I  therefore  ordered  her  a  Clyftcr, 
The  Midwife  told  me  fhe  had  given  her  one 
about  twelve  hours  before  ■:  I  defired  it 
might  be  repeated,  in  hopes  it  might  ftimu- 
late,  and  bring  on  her  Throws  :  it  produced 
this  effect,  that  in  about  an  hour's  time  the 
Membranes  broke,  and  the  Waters  ran  off 
Upon  paffing  up  my  Fingers,  to  examine  if 
the  Head  advanced,  I  found  the  FunisUm- 
bilicalis  protruded  about  fix  inches  before  the 
Head  :  this  1  immediately  thruft  up  again, 
with  fome  difficulty,  behind  the  Head  ; 
where  I  was  forced  to  retain  it  with  the  ends 
of  my  Fingers,  it  being  ready  to  flip  down 
again  at  every  Pain.  I  endeavoured  with 
the  back  part  of  my  Hand  and  Fingers  to 
prefis  back  the  Os  Coccygis ,  to  make  more 
way  for  the  Head  to  advance;  but  as  her 
Throws  were  not  forcing  enough,  and  the 
paffage  between  the  Os  J'acrum  and  Pubis 
very  ftrait,  on  account  of  the  Fertebrce  bend- 
inc  inwards,  the  Head  did  not  advance  in 
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the  leaft  :  I  therefore  thought  it  advifable  to, 
endeavour  to  thruffc  back  the  Head  and  bring, 
it  by  the  Feet.  I  pafled  up  my  whole  Hand 
into  the  Vagina  to  the  Os  internum ,  which, 
as  I  before  obferved,  was  very  much  dilated, 
fo  that  I  could  readily  pafs  my  Hand  into 
the  Uterus ,  where  1  found  the  Head  engaged 
between  the  Os  facrum  and  Pubis .  1  prefled 
it  gently  fomewhat  backwards,,  and  them 
pafled  my  Hand  by  the  fide  of  it  further 
♦  into  the  Womb,  in  fearch  of  the  Feet.  I  firfl 
met  with  one  Arm  and  Hand,  which  gave' 
me  fome  trouble ;  but  putting  them  afide, 
and  thrufting  my  Hand  forward,  at  length  I 
met  with  a  Knee,  but  could  not  readily  get 
at  the  Foot  ;  wherefore  1  put  my  Finger  tO) 
the  Ham,  and  bending  it,  drew  the  Knee, 
towards  me,  by  which  means  I  difingaged 
the  Foot,  and  drew  it  out :  I  fearched  for  the 
other  Foot,  but  not  readily  finding  it,  drew 
out  the  Foot  I  had  hold  of,  beyond  the  La-, 
bia ,  and  wrapping  a  foft  cloth  about  it,  pulled^ 
towards  me.  I  prefently  found  the  Hips  to , 
advance,  and  the  Head  at  the  fame  time  was 
drawn  upwards.  When  I  had  brought  the 
Hips  beyond  the  Labia ,  1  difengaged  the 
other  Leg;  and  wrapping  a  dry  Cloth  about: 
them,  drew  the  Child  quite  out  to  the  Shoul¬ 
ders.  It  ftuck  both  at  the  Shoulders  and 
Head  :  to  extricate  the  firfl,  I  fetched  down* 
the  Arms,  and  by  pulling  with  two  Fingers , 
at  the  lower  Jaw,  and  with  my  other  Hand  * 
at  the  Shoulders,  at  length  I  brought  out 
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the  Head  whole,  to  my  great  fatisfa£Hon, 
and  the  Placenta  readily  followed.  I  was 
terribly  afraid  the  Head  wouid  have  been 
feparated  from  the  Body ;  for  it  was  with  a 
great  deal  of  pains,  both  to  myfelf  and  the 
Mother,  that  1  at  laft  brought  it  away. 


ic  ir  <ir  'fr  rfr  ir  •fr  ip  ft  i?  ‘fr  •k  ir  'k  ft  i?  'fr  'Jr  #  <i>  ic  ft  ft  ft  ir  i?  ir  'J*  ir  it'  if 


CASE  LV. 

The  Delivery  of  a  Woman  where  the 
Navel- firing  prefented ,  and  came 
before  the  Head . 

ON  the  20th  of  December  I  was  defired 
to  go  to  a  Woman,  the  Wife  of  a 
Sailer,  near  Cupid's  Bridge ,  Surry.  She  had 
been  in  Labour  many  hours,  and  the  Mid¬ 
wife  had  fome  hours  before  defired  more 
help  ;  but  the  poor  Woman,  either  through 
fear,  or  necefiity,  declined  it ;  but  at  length, 
finding  herfelf  grow  weaker,  fubmitted. 
Upon  my  coming,  the  Midwife  told  me,  that 
the  Waters  were  gone  off  fome  hours;  that 
the  Funis  Unibi  lie  alls  came  before  the  Head, 
and  was  protruded  into  the  Vagina  :  file  had 
endeavoured  to  put  it  back  feveral  times; 
but,  as  is  ufual,  it  was  thruft  out  again,  at 
every  Pain.  I  thereupon  palfed  up  the  two 

PL  a  Fore- 
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Fore-fingers  of  my  left  Hand,  and  found  the 
doubling  of  the  String  protruded  as  far  as 
the  Labhi  Pndendi .  I  was  in  hopes  it  would 
have  kept  back  behind  the  Head,  after  I 
had  returned  it ;  but  at  every  Pain  it  was 
apt  to  flip  down  again  :  I  therefore  retained 
it  with  the  ends  of  two  Fingers  ;  and  palling 
up  my  other  Hand,  I  found  the  Head  clofely 
locked  between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ,  and 
the  Os  internum  dilated  wide  enough  to  ad-, 
mit  my  Hand,  and  ready  to  give  way,  in 
cafe  the  Head  could  prefs  againfl:  it  ;  but  as 
the  Head  was  fo  clofely  locked,  and  the- 
Throws  were  weak,  it  could  not  advance. 

I  examined  the  Navel-firing,  but  could  find 
no  pulfe ;  and  as  it  had  been  hanging  out' 
for  fome  hours  before  I  came,  I  concluded 
the  Child  was  dead.  Immediately  I  tried  to 
thru  ft  the  Head  back,  in  order  to  come  at 
the  Feet;  but  it  was  fo  rivetted  between  the 
bones,  1  could  not  move  it :  wherefore  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  bring  the  Child  in  the  pofture 
it  prefented  :  to  erfeft  which,  I  paffed  up 
my  Extractor  on  each  fide^  and  tried  to  fix 
it  about  the  Ears  ;  and  pulling  forwards, 
the  Extractor  flipped  feveral  times  •  but  I 
had  this  advantage,  notwithftanding  it  flipped, 
that  I  brought  the  Head  more  forward  :  I 
then  paffed  up  only  one  Cheek,  and  fixing 
it  below  the  Ear,  pulled  boldly,  at  the  fame 
time  advifing  the  poor  Woman  to  afUffc  as 
much  as  fhe  could,  by  bearing  ftrongly 
down;  by  this  method  in  a  fhort  time  I 

brought; 
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brought  the  Head  half  out  beyond  the  L abut 
Pudendi ,  and  then  taking  hold  on  each  fide 
with  both  my  Hands,  I  immediately  extri¬ 
cated  the  Head ;  the  other  parts  eafily  and 
readily  followed.  Twitting  the  Funis  am- 
bilicalis  about  two  Fingers  of  one  Hand,  I 
patted  up  the  other  within  the  Os  internum , 
to  the  Placenta ,  which  I  gently .  feparated 
from  the  Uter  usr  taking  care  not  to  hurt  it 
with  my  Nails,.  and  then  brought  it  away 
with  it's  Membranes.  The  Child  ( as  I 
judged  ) ,  was  born  dead. 

This  Cafe  proves,  that  by  the  right  ufe 
of  a  proper  Inttrument,  the  Head,  when, 
ttuck  in  the  Pattage,  and  not  able  to  pais, 
may  be  brought  out  whole,  without  leflen- 
ing  it,  nay,  very  often  without  lofs  of  life* 
to  the  Child  ;  for  the  Head  will  mould  al- 
moft  into  any  form,  like  wax,  whilft  the 
parts  are  fo  tender. 
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C  A  S  E  LVI. 

A  ‘Delivery  with  a  great  Floodings  and 
the  Navel-Jlring  protruded  into  the 
Vagina. 

T\EC  EMBER  the  aad,  1718.  I  was 
called  up  about  One  a’clock  in  the 
morning,  to  go  to  a  Woman  in  Gray's  -  Inn 
Lane,  who  had  Flooded  for  fome  hours : 
the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
difcharged.  The  Midwife,  upon  enquiry, 
could  not  fatisfy  me  what  part  prefented ; 
the  Child  lay  fo  high,  fhe  could  not  reach 
it :  I  therefore  immediately  palfed  up  two 
Fingers  well  greafed  into  the  Vagina,  and 
found  the  Navel-ftring  protruded  beyond  the 
Os  internum .  As  I  could  feel  no  part  of  the 
Child  with  my  Fingers,  I  put  up  my  whole 
Hand,  and  found  the  String  as  before,  and 
the  Vagina  flopped  up  with  a  large  quantity 
of  clodded  blood.  This  I  immediately  re¬ 
moved  :  and  then  palling  my  Hand  higher 
to  the  Os  internum ,  found  it  fo  far  dilated 
as  almoft  to  admit  my  Hand  :  I  fearched 
with  my  Fingers,  and  met  with  part  of  the 
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* "Placenta  lying  on  one  fide  of  the  Mouth  of 
the  Womb  ;  wherefore  I  judged  it  to  be  in- 
part,  if  not  wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus  : 
the  Head  lay  next  within  the  Uterus ,  and  no 
ways  engaged  amongfl:  the  bones  of  the 
(Pelvis. 


This  being  the  date  of  the  Cafe,  I  gave* 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  the  only  way  to  fave- 
the  Woman.was,  immediately  to  deliver  her;, 
not  that  I  would  alfiire  them  of  fuccefs,  fince 
ihe  was  .  become  very,  weak  from  the  large  - 
effufion  of  blood  before  I  was  fent  for.  Her* 
Friends  and  others  prefent,  readily  confent— 
ing)  I  pa(Ted  up  my  Hand?  to  the  Os  inter¬ 
num ,  and  by,  gently  fpreading  my  Fingers, 
fo  far  dilated  it,  as  to  be  able  to  pals  my 
whole  Hand  into  the  Uterus ;  where  I  found  ; 
the  parts  of  the  Child  fo  huddled  together 
that  I  could  not  eafily  difiinguilh  them  one 
from  the  other ;  but  the  Head  prefented 
ftrft.  Palling  by  the  Head,  I  next  met  with' 
one  of  the  Arms,  which  I  laid  afide  ;  and^ 
then  getting  my  Hand  forward,  I  met  with, 
one  Thigh  and*  Knee,  which  being  very- 
fmall,  I  .  was  at  firft  in  doubt,  whether  it  was 
not  the  other  Arm;  but  flipping  my  Hand? 
upwards  to  the  Flip,.  I  was  foon  convinced 
it  was  the  Leg;  and  therefore  putting  my 
Fore-finger  bent  into  the  Ham,  1  drew  the 
Knee  towards  me  ;  by  which  means  I  foon  ; 
got  hold  of  the  Foot,  and  fetched  it  out 
beyond  the  Os  internum :  the  other  Leg  was 
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bent  upwards  toward  the  Infant's  Belly  \ 
;ind  as  the  Child  was  very  fmall,  and  the 
Paflage  had  been  dilated  by  former  Labours, 
I  was  not  over  anxious  to  find  it ;  but  wrap¬ 
ping  a  foft  Cloth  about  the  Leg  before 
brought  out,  I  pulled  gently  towards  me, 
at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  Woman  to 
prels  ftrongly  down;  by  thefe  means  the 
Hips  and  the  reft  of  the  Body  eafiiy  followed. 
The  Funis  Umhlll calls  was  thrice  twifted 
round  the  Neck  :  having  unc  willed  it,  I 
palled  up  my  Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta , 
which  I  found  flipped  out  of  the  Womb  into 
the  Vagina ,  fo  that  I  had  no  difficulty  in 
bringing  That  away.  This  Child  was  born 
dead,  agreeable  to  my  firft  Frognoftick  : 
there  was  no  pulfation  in  the  Umbilical  Vef- 
j'els ,  which  were  protruded  into  the  Vagina 
before  I  came;  hence  I  concluded  it  would 
be  born  dead.  The  Placenta  being  in  part, 
or  wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  was 
the  certain  occafion  of  the  preceding  Flood*- 
ing  ;  for  fo  long  as  the  Uterus  is  kept  dif- 
tended,  the  Mouths  of  it’s  Veflels,  which 
were  before  inofculated  into  the  Placenta , 
pour  out  the  blood  brought  to  them  into  the 
Womb,  which,  when  emptied,  contracts  it- 
felf,  and  fhuts  up  the  Mouths  of  the  bleeding 
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CASE  LVIL 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Navel-firing 
and  one  Arm  were  protruded  into 
the  Vagina. 

I  Was  called  up,  January  the  23d,  172S. 

about  two  a  clock  in  the  morning,  to  go 
to  a  poor  Woman  in  St.  Martin’s  Work-houfe. 
When  I  came  there,  I  was  told  by  the  Mid¬ 
wife  that  the  Membranes  were  broke  about 
five  in  the  evening,  and  the  Waters  run  off ; 
and  that  the  Funis  Umbilicalis ,  with  one  Arm, 
were  protruded  into  the  Vagina^  upon  the 
breaking  of  the  Membranes.  I  told  the  Mid¬ 
wife,  file  was  to  blame  in  being  fo  dilatory 
in  fending  :  I  therefore  immediately  pre¬ 
pared  to  attempt  the  Delivery,  forejudging 
the  inconveniencies  I  might  meet  with,  on 
account  of  the  Waters  being  entirely  run  olf 
feveral  hours  before,  and  the  Arm  having 
lain  fo  long  in  the  Paffage.  Upon  palling  up 
my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  I  found  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis  hanging  down  as  far  as  the  Labia , 
and  without  any  puliation  (from  whence  I 
concluded  the  Infant  to  be  certainly  dead), 
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and  the  Fingers  of  one  Hand  were  protruded 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi .  I  paffed  up  my 
Hand  by  the  Arm  that  hung  down,  and 
found  the  Os  Uteri  flopped  up  by  the  Shoul¬ 
der,  which  was  clofely  preffed  between  the 
bones  of  the  Pelvis .  I  endeavoured  to  re¬ 
duce  the  Arm  by  thrufling  the  Shoulder 
inwards,  but  could  not  move  it  :  I  therefore 
thruft  my  Hand  forwards,  and  with  fome 
difficulty  paffed  it  by  the  Shoulder  into  the 
Uterus ,  to  learch  for  the  Feet.  The  firft 
^art  I  met  with,  was  the  other  Hand  and 
Arm,  the  Head  lying  bent  towards  the  fide 
of  the  Womb:  palling  my  Hand  flill  on,  I 
at  length  met  with  the  Knee,  but  could  not 
(my  Hand  was  lo  compreffed)  reach  the 
Foot  ;  wherefore  I  bent  my  two  Fore-fingers 
about  the  Ham,  and  drew  the  Knee  gently 
towards  me,  by  which  means  I  loon  extri¬ 
cated  the  Leg  and  Foot,  and  drew  it  out 
beyond  the  Os  Uteri  into  the  Vagina.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  pals  my  Hand  again  into  the 
Uterus ,  in  fearch  of  the  other  Foot ;  but  as 
the  Vagina  and  Os  Uteri  were  flopped  up  by 
the  Arm  and  Foot  already  brought  down,  I 
could  not  effect  it  :  I  therefore  gently  drew 
forwards  the  Foot  I  had  hold  of,  which  fe- 
veral  times  flipped  from  my  Fingers  :  at 
length  I  fixed  a  Ligature  above  the  Ankle, 
and  pulled  towards  me  with  one  Hand,  and 
with  my  other,  at  the  fame  time,  I  preffed 
the  Shoulder  inwards,  by  which  means  the 
Arm  was  drawn  in  as  the  Foot  advanced. 

The 
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The  Hips  being  now  brought  down  to  the 
Os  line#,  I  took  hold  of  the  Leg  with  a  foft 
Cloth,  and  drew  them  beyond  it ;  the  other 
Leg  being  bent  upwards  towards  the  Infant's 
Belly.  The  reft  of  the  Body  I  drew  for¬ 
wards  in  the  fame  manner  I  would  have 
done  had  the  Buttocks  came  firft ;  but  the 
Child  flicking  at  the  Head,  I  was  forced  (to 
give  more  room)  to  pafs  my  Hand  and 
bring  down  the  Arms ;  the  Head  readily  fol¬ 
lowed.  I  twifted  the  firing  about  two  Fin¬ 
gers  of  one  Hand,  and  paffing  up  the  other 
to  the  Phcenta ,  I  foon  drew  it  out. 


CASE  LVIII. 

Delivery  in  which  the  Child  pre¬ 
sented  one  Arm ,  the  Hand  being  pro¬ 
truded  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi. 

jyEBRUART  the  7th,  1728. 1  was  called 
upon  about  fix  a  clock  in  the  morning, 
to  go  to  a  Woman  in  Theobald’s  Row ,  at  the 
houfe  of  a  Baker.  Upon  enquiry,  when  I 
came  there,  the  Midwife  told  me  that  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
flowed  off  about  twelve  a  clock  at  night,  and 
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that  the  firft  part  which  prefented,  was  an 
Elbow.  I  rebuked  her  for  flaying  fo  long 
before  Ihe  fent  for  help ;  and  I  foon  dilco- 
vered  her  ignorance,  for  Hie  told  me  that 
flie  had  delivered  leveral  Children  where  the 
Arm  came  firft,  in  the  fame  pofture,  and 
fome  were  born  alive  :  wherefore  I  explained 
to  her  the  improbability,  if  not  the  almoft 
impoflibility  of  a  Child's  being  brought  out 
in  that  pofture,  and  that  fhe  would  fooner 
pull  off  the  Arm,  than  bring  the  Body;  for 
when  the  Infant  prefents  an  Arm,  the  Head 
muft  be  bent  either  backwards  or  fideways 
acrofs  the  Uterus ,  and  the  Shoulder  is  fo 
flopped  by  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ,  that  it 
can  hardly  ever  pafs  with  the  Head  bent. 
Upon  examination  I  perceived  the  Arm  was 
funk  fo  low  in  the  Vagina ,  that  the  Hand 
was  protruded  without  the  Labia  Pudendi ; 
and  palling  up  my  Hand  by  the  Arm,  I 
found  the  Os  Uteri  flopped  up  by  the  Shoul¬ 
der,  which  was  clofely  engaged  between 
the  bones  of  the  Pelvis  ;  notwithftanding 
which,  the  Midwife  had  endeavoured  to 
draw  the  Infant  out,  by  pulling  the  Arm 
forward.  I  endeavoured  to  return  the  Arm 
by  prelling  back  the  Shoulder ;  but  it  was 
fo  locked  between  the  bones  that  I  could 
not  move  it :  wherefore  I  tried  to  get  my 
Hand  by  it,  which  with  fome  difficulty  I 
effe&ed ;  and  then  palling  it  into  the  Uterus , 
I  firft  met  with  the  fide  of  the  Head  lying 
crofs  the  Uterus ,  and  afterwards  I  found  the 
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other  Arm,  which  I  turned  afide  ;  and  pufh- 
ing  my  Hand  Fill  forwards,  I  got  hold  of  a 
Knee,  but  could  not  reach  the  Foot  :  I  drew 
the  Knee  towards  me,  which  readily  followed  ; 
and  as  that  advanced,  the  Shoulder  was 
drawn  inwards,  fo  that  I  foon  brought  out 
the  Foot  ;  and  then  wrapping  a  foft  Cloth 
about  the  Ankle,  drew  that  Leg  forwards  , 
firffc  palling  up  my  Hand  to  examine  how 
the  other  Leg  lay;  and  finding  the  Thigh 
bent  towards  the  Belly  of  the  Child,  I  brought 
it  out  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  it  had  pre- 
fented  with  the  Breech  frrft.  When  it  was 
come  beyond  the  Hips,  I  took  hold  above 
them,  and  gently  pulling,  brought  it  to  the 
Shoulders,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  her  to 
affift  me  by  bearing  ftrongly  down.  I  then, 
as  ufual,  clapped  one  Hand  under  the 
Breaft,  and  with  the  other  taking  hold  at 
the  Shoulders,  foon  brought  out  the  Head, 
without  bringing  down  the  Arms :  for  as  the 
Paffage  was  wide,  and  the  Infant  not  large, 
I  judged  I  might  fafely  leave  the  Arms  to 
come  with  the  Head.  I  twifled  the  String 
about  two  Fingers  of  one  Hand,  and  paffing 
up  the  other,  found  the  Placenta  adhering, 
which  I  feparated  from  the  Uterus  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  brought  it  out 
whole.  The  Child  was  born  dead,  which  I 
imagined  to  proceed  from  it’s  lying  fo  long 
in  the  pofture  1  found  it,  and  the  Midwife’s 
too  rudely  pulling  the  Arm  when  it  fiift  fell 
into  the  Paffage,  in  hopes,  as  fhe  thought, 
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to  have  brought  away  the  Child  in  the  po- 
fture  it  prefented,  which  was  next  to  an  im- 
poffihility.  By  her  violent  pulling  Ihe  had 
almoft  feparated  the  Arm  from  the  Shoulder, 
and  there  was  a  large  Enchymofis  on  the 
upper  part  of  the  Arm  and  Shoulder. 

This  is  one  amongft  the  many  Inconve- 
niencies  that  occur  from  the  ignorance  of  Mid¬ 
wives  :  had  I  been  lent  for  as  foon  as  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  before  the  Waters  were 
wholly  run  off,  and  the  Shoulder  by  reiterated 
Pains  fo  ftrongly  locked  between  the  bones  of 
the  Pelvis,  moft  of  my  trouble,  and  the  Child's 
Life,  might  have  been  laved.  It  is  no  lmall 
matter  for  an  Operator,  after  the  Waters  are 
gone  off,  and  the  Uterus  is  contracted,  to  pals 
his  Hand,  and  turn  the  Infant. 
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CASE  LIX. 

A  Delivery  in  which  the  Child  pre¬ 
sented  with  the  Head  flicking  in  the 
Vagina, 

TfEBRU ART  the  18th,  1728,  I  was 
•*  lent  for  to  a  poor  Woman,  the  Wife  of 
a  Coachman  near  St.  Martin’s  Lane .  When 
I  came,  I  found,  upon  examination,  the  upper 
part  of  the  Head  funk  into  the  J ragina,  and 
prefled  backwards  towards  the  Os  facrum : 
the  Os  Uteri  expanded  about  the  breadth  of 
a  Crown,  and  carried  down  with  the  Head, 
which  was  turned  towards  the  Re£iumy  fo 
that  I  could  only  touch  one  edge  of  the  Os 
Uteri ;  from  whence  I  judged  the  Fundus 
to  lie  obliquely  forwards.  As  her  Pains 
were  weak,  and  her  intervals  ftrong,  I  di¬ 
rected  a  Carminative  Clyfter,  and  afterwards 
an  Opiate  draught,  which  I  ordered  to  be 
repeated  in  eight  hours,  in  cafe  the  firfl:  had 
not  the  deflred  effeCh  I  went  again  the  next 
day,  and  found  the  Head  funk  fomewhat 
lower,  and  the  OsUteri  more  dilated,  and 
ready  to  give  way  :  I  therefore  ordered  the 
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former  Medicines  to  be  repeated.  I  went 
again  the  20th,  and  found  the  Head  funk 
lower,  and  the  Os  Uteri  fo  far  dilated  that 
I  could  readily  pafs  my  Fingers  between  it 
and  the  upper  part  of  the  Head,  which  was 
clofely  locked  between  the  bones  that  form 
the  Pelvis .  Her  Pains  being  weak,  and  her 
Pulfe  funk,  I  thought  it  advifable  to  attempt 
her  Delivery,  judging  her  not  to  have 
ftrength  fufficient  to  force  the  Child  for¬ 
wards,  fo  that  the  life  of  both  Mother  and 
the  Infant  might  have  been  loft,  if  the  La¬ 
bour  had  been  longer  delayed.  I  firft  en¬ 
deavoured  to  dilate  the  Os  Uteri ,  which 
readily  giving  way,  I  paflfed  one  fide  of  my 
E xtraffior  between  the  Os  Uteri  and  the 
Head,  and  fixed  it  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
Occiput  near  the  Neck.  I  now  advifed  the 
poor  Woman  to  bear  ftrongly  down,  I  pull¬ 
ing  at  the  fame  time  with  my  Extratfor . 
This  method,  after  feveral  efforts,  had  fo  far 
the  defired  effed:,  that  I  brought  the  upper 
and  hinder  part  of  the  Head  beyond  the 
Labia  Fudendi ;  and  then  drawing  out  my 
Inftrument,  I  foon  with  my  Hands  brought 
out  the  Head,  and  afterwards  the  Shoulders, 
which  ftuck  a  little,  but  I  foon  loofened 
them  ;  the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed. 
I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature 
upon  the  Funis  Umbilicalis ,  and  divide  it;  at 
the  fame  time  I  took  hold  of  it,  to  hinder 
any  effufion  of  blood  from  the  Flacenta.  I 
then  twifted  the  String  about  two  Fingers  of 
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my  right  Hand ;  and  paffing  up  my  left 
to  the  Placenta,  I  found  it  fomewhat  to  ad¬ 
here:  I  feparated  it  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers  and  brought  it  away ;  and  paffing 
my  Hand  a  lecond  time,  I  fetched  out  lome 
Clods  of  blood,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  Mem¬ 
branes.  The  Child  proved  a  very  lively  and 
lufty  Boy ;  it  had  no  other  mark  but  a  flight 
bruife  near  the  Ear,  which  was  entirely  well 
in  two  or  three  days. 

This  is  a  further  proof,  that  an  Infant 
prefenting  with  the  Head,  and  flicking  in 
the  Paflage,  may  be  brought  out  whole  and 
alive,  without  Hooks,  or  leffening  the  Head. 


CASE  LX. 

The  Head  prefenting ,  and  (ticking  in 

the  Tajfage. 

TfEBRUslRT  the  i  ft,  1728.  A  Barber 
■*-  in  the  Strand ,  near  St.  Clement’s  Church, 
came  to  me  about  ten  a’clock,  defiring  me  to 
go  to  his  Wife,  who,  he  faid,  had  been  fome 
time  in  Labour.  When  I  came,  I  examined 
the  Midwife  how  matters  appeared  ?  She 
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told  me,  that  the  Waters  were  run  off  feveral 
hours  before,  and  that  the  Child  prefented 
with  the  upper  part  of  the  Head,  and  that 
her  Pains  were  not  ftrong  enough  to  bring  it 
forward :  whereupon,  greafing  my  Hand,  I 
paffed  up  my  two  Fore-fingers  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  found  the  Child  lying  as  the  Mid¬ 
wife  had  before  related ,  the  Crown  of  the 
Head  was  preffed  backwards  towards  the  Os 
Sacrum  (  from  whence  I  judged  the  Fundus 
Uteri  to  lay  obliquely  forwards  )  and  funk 
into  the  Vagina ;  and  it  was  fo  clofely  locked 
between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis,  that  I  could 
not  move  it  with  my  Fingers :  I  therefore 
paffed  up  one  fide  of  my  Extractor  over  the 
Os  Pubis ,  beyond  the  Occiput,  in  hopes  of 
drawing  the  Head  forward,  but  it  was  lo 
preffed  between  the  bones,  it  could  not  be 
moved  by  this  method ;  wherefore  I  drew 
out  my  Inftrument,  and  taking  both  fides  of 
the  Extractor,  fixed  them  one  after  the  other 
upon  the  Parietal  bone  near  to  the  Ear  on 
each  fide  of  the  Head ;  and  drawing  boldly 
towards  me,  and  at  the  fame  time  advifing 
the  Woman  to  prels  flrongly  down,  in  a 
little  time  I  brought  out  the  upper  and 
hinder  part  of  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi ,  and  foon  after  extricated  the  whole 
Head.  It  gave  me  fome  trouble  to  bring 
out  the  Shoulders ;  but  when  that  was  done, 
the  reft  of  the  Body  eafily  followed.  I  or¬ 
dered  the  Midwife  to  tie  the  Umbilical  Veffels, 
and  taking  hold  of  them  above  the  Ligature 

with 


CASES  in  Midwifry.  ljp 

with  one  Hand,  I  paffed  up  the  other  to  the 
< Placenta ,  which  adhering  in  fome  parts,  I 
feparated  it  with  my  Fingers  and  brought  it 
away.  I  then  paffed  my  Hand  up  a  fecond 
time  (as  I  ufually  do)  to  examine  if  there 
was  any  part  of  the  Placenta  or  Membranes 
left  behind,  or  any  coagulated  blood,  but 
found  nothing  remaining.  This  Child  was 
born  dead,  and  I  judged  it  to  have  been  fo 
for  feyeral  hours  before  I  was  called. 


CASE  LXI. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
with  the  Head,  which  (luck  in  the 
Dqjfage. 


fE BRXJ ART  the  nd ,  1718.  I  was 
called  upon  to  go  to  the  Wife  of  a 
Grocer  in  Henrietta  -  ftreet^  Covent -Garden. 
She  had  been  in  Labour  for  two  days ;  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
paffed  off  four  or  five  hours  before  I  was 
font  for ;  her  Throws  were  weak,  and  long 
intervals  between  them.  Upon  examination 
I  found  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the 
Head  funk  into  the  Paffage,  and  preffed 
againft  the  Os  Sacrum ,  and  clofely  locked 
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between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis.  I  endea¬ 
voured  with  my  Hand  to  dilate  the  Paffage, 
and  bring  forwards  the  Head,  but  without 
effect  :  the  Head  lay  quite  bare,  and  the  Os 
Uteri  was  largely  fpread  and  drawn  upwards. 

I  therefore  paffed  one  fide  of  my  Extractor 
above  the  Os  \ fubis ,  and  got  it  over  the 
hinder  part  of  the  Child's  Head,  and  then 
tried  to  lift  it  from  the  Os  Pubis,  and  draw 
it  forwards  :  in  a  fhort  time  I  fo  far  fucceeded 
as  to  bring  out  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi  \  and  then  withdrawing  my  Ex¬ 
tractor,  I  advifed  the  Woman  to  make  the 
beft  ufe  of  her  Pains,  and  force  downwards 
as  much  as  poflibly  Ihe  could  ;  at  the  fame 
time  I  dilated  the  parts,  and  had  the  plea- 
fure  of  extricating  the  Head  ( after  three  or 
four  Pains)  and  foon  after  brought  out  the 
whole  Body.  The  Mother  was  agreeably 
furprized  to  hear  the  Cries  of  a  lively  and 
lufty  Boy.  According  to  my  ufual  cuftom, 
I  twilled  the  String  about  the  Fingers  of  one 
Hand,  and  paffed  up  the  other  to  the  Pla¬ 
centa ,  and  finding  it  adhered,  I  feparated  it 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  brought  it 
away.  I  then  paffed  up  my  Hand  again,  to 
fearch  if  any  remnant  of  the  Membranes,  or 
the  Placenta ,  or  any  clodded  blood  remained 
in  the  Womb,  which,  if  left,  fometimes  will 
occafion  very  troublefome  work,  and  found 
part  of  the  Membranes,  which  I  brought 
away.  Having  brought  out  the  Child,  I  or¬ 
dered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon 
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the  Navel  -  firing ;  but  file  making  it  too 
loole,  fome  blood  was  fpilt,  however  it  being 
timely  difcovered,  and  making  a  frelh  Li¬ 
gature,  the  Flux  was  flopped. 

This  fhould  be  a  caution  to  Midwives, 
and  others,  to  be  very  careful  in  making  the 
Ligature ;  for  if  it  is  too  flack,  a  flux  of 
blood  enfues  ;  and  if  too  tight,  there  is  danger 
of  cutting  the  Navel-firing  afunder,  which 
would  occafion  the  fame  diforder. 


CASE  LXII. 


4  delivery  where  there  was 

Tumour  in  the  back  part  of  the  Vagina. 


1JIA  FC  H  the  1  ft,  1728.  I  was  defired  to 
go  to  a  Woman  in  Black-Horje- Alley , 
Fleet- ft  reet ,  who,  as  I  was  told,  had  been  in 
Labour  leveral  days :  the  Midwife  told  me, 
when  I  came,  that  fhe  had  had  a  very  dif¬ 
ficult  Labour  feveral  years  before,  and  that 
the  Child  was  then  brought  away  piece¬ 
meal  ;  and  further,  that  fhe  had  been  fince 

delivered  by  Dodor  -  who  told  her  fhe 

would  certainly  die  fhould  fhe  be  again  in 
Labour :  the  Midwife  likewife  told  me  that 
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the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
run  off  about  forty  eight  hours  before,  and 
that  file  could  not  feel  any  part  of  the  Child. 

I  parted  up  my  two  Fore-fingers,  and  with 
the  ends  of  them  I  felt  a  very  large  Tumour 
in  the  back  part  of  the  PaiTage,  which,  I 
acknowledge,  at  firft  fo  far  deceived  me, 
that  I  took  it  to  be  th z  Uterus  prefled  down 
by  the  Head  of  the  Child ;  but  examining 
the  fwelling  further  on  every  fide,  I  found 
it  adhered  to  the  Membrane  on  the  back  part 
of  the  Vagina ,  which  it  almoft  Hopped  up : 
with  fome  difficulty  I  pafled  my  Hand  beyond 
the  Tumour  between  That  and  the  Os  Pubis ; 
and  thrufting  it  Hill  further  on,  I  met  with 
an  Arm,  which  I  put  afide,  and  took  hold  of 
one  of  the  Legs.  When  I  had  drawn  it  for¬ 
wards,  I  examined  how  the  other  Leg  lay, 
which  I  found  bent  towards  the  Child’s  Belly  ; 
and  as  I  could  not  readily  bring  it  down,  I 
took  hold  of  the  Leg  already  found,  and 
brought  it  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi  : 
then  taking  hold  above  the  Ankle  with  a 
foft  Cloth,  I  pulled  towards  me,  at  the  fame 
time  advifing  the  Woman  to  bear  ftrongly 
down.  This  had  fo  good  an  effect,  that  the 
Hips  ad  vanced  by  degrees  lb  far  as  to  enable 
me  to  bring  them  without  the  Labia.  I  now 
extricated  the  other  Leg,  which  I  joined  to 
the  former,  and  then  took  hold  with  the 
Cloth  above  the  Hips,  and  drew  the  Body 
as  far  as  the  Shoulders ;  and  palling  up  my 
Hand  above  them,  I  firft  brought  down  one 
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Arm,  and  then  the  other,  to  make  more 
room  for  the  Head,  which  fbon  followed, 
beyond  my  expe&ation.  The  poor  Woman, 
as  I  defired,  did  all  fhe  could,  to  affift  me, 
by  bearing  llrongly  down.  The  Child  was 
born  alive,  but  died  loon  after.  The  Pla¬ 
centa  I  brought  as  ufual. 


C  A  S  E  LXIII. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Hand  was  pro¬ 
truded  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi. 


1 VtAKC H  the  6th,  1728.  X  was  fetch'd 
IU  by  a  Breeches  Maker  in  Piccadilly ,  to 
his  Wife,  who  had  been  for  feveral  hours  in 
Labour  :  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  run  off  about  fix.  hours  before, 
and  one  Arm  was  funk  very  low  in  the  Paf- 
fage,  the  whole  Hand  being  protruded 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  were  clofely  locked  between  the  bones 
of  the  Pelvis .  The  Midwife  that  was  firft 
with  her,  judged  wrong,  and  thought  it  was 
the  Foot  that  was  fallen  down  ;  but  another 
being  fent  for,  cleared  up  the  former's  miftake 
before  I  was  lent  to.  I  found,  upon  exami¬ 
nation^ 
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nation,  the  Arm  and  Shoulder  in  the  pofture 
the  Midwife  related  it  to  be  in  :  it  was  very 
much  fwelled,  and  very  loole  at  the  Shoul¬ 
der;  from  whence  I  judged  that  the  Midwife 
had  been  pulling  at  the  Arm,  for  which  I 
rebuked  her;  but  lhe  faintly  denied  it.  I 
endeavoured  with  my  Hand  patted  up 
to  prefs  the  Shoulder  upwards,  and  to  return 
the  Arm,  but  it  was  fo  locked  in  the  Paffage, 
and  the  Womb  fo  clofely  contracted  about 
the  Child  that  I  could  not  move  the  Shoul¬ 
der,  nor  return  the  Arm.  I  tried  to  get  my 
Hand  by  the  Shoulder  into  the  Uterus ,  which 
after  fome  time  and  pains  I  effeded,  and  the 
firft  part  I  met  with  was  the  Neck  ;  and 
examining  further,  I  found  the  Head  lying 
acrofs  towards  one  fide :  and  pafling  my 
Hand  by  the  Head,,  the  next  part  that  of¬ 
fered,  was  the  Arm  :  I  paffed  by  That,  and 
the  next  I  met  with  was  the  Knee.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  reach  the  Foot,  but  could  not 
come  at  it :  I  therefore  pafling  a  Finger  into 
the  Ham,  and  bending  it,  drew  the  Knee 
towards  me,  tho*  it  was  with  fome  difficulty; 
the  Womb  was  fb  collapfed  and  contra&ed 
about  the  Child,  that  my  Hand  was  numbed, 
and  I  could  not  move  it  without  very  great 
difficulty.  I  at  length  brought  out  the  Foot, 
and  fatten'd  a  Ligature  about  the  Ankle; 
and  then  patting  up  one  Hand  by  the  Foot 
and  Leg  already  brought  down,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  return  the  Arm,  and  prefs  back 
the  Shoulder,  at  the  fame  time  drawing  the 

Foot 
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Foot  I  had  hold  of,  towards  me:  by  this 
method  the  Shoulder  as  the  Hips  advanced 
outwards,  were  drawn  inwards,  and  the  Child 
was  quite  turned.  I  now  took  hold  of  one 
Leg  with  a  foft  Cloih  ;  and  palling  up  my 
Hand,  found  the  other  Leg  and  Foot  bent 
upward  towards  the  Mother's  Belly :  I  there¬ 
fore  drew  towards  me,  advifing  the  Woman 
at  the  fame  time  to  affift  by  forcing  flrongly 
down,  and  the  Child  advanced,  as  if  it  came 
with  the  Buttocks  foremoft :  and  when  I  had 
brought  out  the  Hips,  I  extricated  the  other 
Leg;  and  taking  hold  afterwards  above  the 
Hips,  I  drew  the  Child  out  to  the  Shoulders; 
but  it  flicking  there,  I  paffed  up  a  Hand, 
and  brought  down,  firft  one  Arm,  and  then 
the  other.  This  done,  I  placed  one  Hand 
flat  to  the  Breaft,  and  at  the  fame  time  taking 
hold  behind  with  the  other,  above  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I  drew  boldly  forward,  and  foon  ex¬ 
tricated  the  Head  :  but  I  was  forced  to  pafs 
up  a  Finger  into  the  Mouth,  and  pull  gently 
at  the  lower  Jaw,  which  very  much  con¬ 
tributes  to  the  drawing  the  Head  forwards, 
When  I  had  brought  out  the  Head,  I  found 
the  Navel- firing  twifled  twice  or  thrice  about 
the  Child's  Neck,  and  the  Arm  which  had 
been  fo  long  protruded,  very  much  fwelled, 
and  very  livid,  and  almofl  feparated  at  the 
Shoulder;  which  proceeded  from  the  Mid¬ 
wife's  too  rudely  pulling  it.  The  Placenta 

readily  followed  ;  but  the  Child  was  dead. 

\ 


145 


u 


CASE 


CASES  in  Midwifrt. 


H6 


V. 


CASE  LXiV. 

A  Delivery,  where  the  Nave l-Jl ring 
and  a  Foot  prefented. 

I  Was  fent  for  the  foregoing  day  to  one 

Mrs.  L - s,  the  Wife  of  a  Butcher  in 

Clare  Market .  Upon  the  breaking  of  the 
Membranes,  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  flipped 
down  with  the  Waters,  thro’  the.Or  7trtc*r 
as  alfo  one  Foot,  both  which  I  found  in  the 
Vagina  \  the  Navel-ftring  was  protruded  eight 
or  ten  inches.  I  endeavoured  to  put  back 
the  String,  but  could  not  keep  it  from  flip¬ 
ping  down  again ;  wherefore  I  thought  it 
necelfary  to  haften  the  Delivery,  and  there¬ 
fore  took  hold  of  the  Foot  before  fallen 
down,  and  brought  it  out.  Upon  palling 
my  Hand  up  by  this  Leg  and  Foot,  I  found 
the  other  lying  in  the  Paffage,  which  I  like- 
wife  brought  out ;  and  joining  them  together, 
took  hold  of  both,  with  a  warm  and  foft 
Cloth,  and  drew  the  Child  out  beyond  the 
Hips;  and  then  taking  frelh  hold  above 
them,  fetched  it  forwards  to  the  Shoulders, 
where  it  ftuck*  I  firft  fetched  down  one 

Arm, 


4 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

Arm,  and  afterwards  the  other,  to  make 
more  room  for  the  Shoulders  and  Head  to 
pals ;  and  then  clapping  one  Hand  under 
the  Breaft,  to  fupport  it,  I  placed  the  other 
behind,  above  the  Shoulders,  and  adviled 
the  Woman  to  aflift,  by  bearing  ftrongly 
down  at  the  fame  time  that  I  drew  outwards. 
The  Head  did  not  readily  follow ;  fo  I  was 
forced  to  pafs  up  one  Finger  into  the  Childs 
Mouth ;  and  drawing  down  the  lower  Jaw, 
and  at  the  fame  juncture  pulling  at  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I  foon  extricated  the  Head,  and  brought 
it  out  of  confinement.  I  then  palfed  up  my 
Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta ,  and  taking 
hold  of  it  as  ufual,  foon  brought  it  away. 

The  Child  was  born  alive  :  both  the  Mother 

* 

and  Infant  did  very  well. 


CASE  LXV. 

A  Delivery,  where  the  Toes  prefented* 

Jl/fyd RC H  the  22d,  1728.  A  Taylor  in 
Charles  Court ,  in  the  Strand ,  came  to 
me,  to  defire  me  to  go  to  his  Wife,  who  he 
told  me  had  been  two  days  in  Labour.  When 
I  came  there,  I  enquired  of  the  Mid  wives 
(there  being  two)  whether  the  Membranes 
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were  broke;  and  if  fo,  how  long  before? 
They  told  me,  that  there  came  away  fome 
quantity  of  Waters  about  twenty  four  hours 
before,  and  that  her  Pains  were  weak,  and 
long  intervals  between  them :  they  further 
told  me  that  they  could  feel  the  Child's  Feet. 
I  thereupon  palled  up  my  Hand,  and  the 
firft  parts  I  met  with,  were  the  Child's 
Toes,  with  the  Heels  bent  towards  the  But¬ 
tocks,  and  the  Knees  lying  within  the  Os 
Internum .  By  this  I  was  allured  the  Child 
had  never  turned,  but  was  funk  down  to  the 
Os  Internum  in  the  fame  pofture  it  always 
lies  in  the  Womb,  before  the  Head  turns 
downwards ;  viz .  with  the  Thighs  bent  for¬ 
wards  to  the  Belly,  and  Legs  backwards  to 
the  Buttocks.  I  took  hold  of  the  Foot  which 
firft  offered  ;  and  preffing  it  a  little  back¬ 
wards,  to  raife  the  Knee  which  lay  within 
the  Os  internum ,  I  readily  extricated  that 
Foot  and  Leg,  and  brought  it  into  the  Va¬ 
gina  ;  and  palling  up  my  Hand  by  the  Side 
of  it,  I  eafily  found  the  other  Leg,  which  I 
brought  out :  then  joining  them  together,  I 
gently  pulled  them  without  the  Labia  Pu - 
dendi ;  and  taking  frelh  hold  with  a  foft 
Cloth,  drew  the  Child  as  far  as  the  Hips : 
but  as  it  prefented  in  that  pofture,  (the 
Toes  being  turned  towards  the  Os  Pu¬ 
bis)  as  I  drew  forwards,  I  endeavoured  to 
turn  the  Toes  towards  the  Os  Sacrum, , 
and  Heels  to  the  Pubisy  which,  by  the  time 
I  had  brought  it  out  to  the  Buttocks,  I  ef¬ 
fected. 
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fefted.  The  reafon  why  I  did  this,  is  ob¬ 
vious;  for  if  the  Child  had  been  brought  as 
it  firft  prefented,  with  the  Toes  towards  the 
Pubis ,  the  Face  muft  of  confequence  come 
upwards  ;  hence  a  double  inconveniency 
might  have  enfued,  either  bruifing  the  Face 
againft  the  Os  Pubis  ^  or  the  Chin's  falling 
upon  the  faid  bone;  from  whence  I  could 
not  without  difficulty  have  removed  it.  As 
ibon  as  I  had  brought  it  as  far  as  the  Breaft, 
I  paffed  up  my  Hand,  and  brought  down, 
firft  one  Arm,  and  afterwards  the  other,  to 
give  more  room  for  the  paffage  of  the  Head ; 
but  finding  it  ftuck  there,  I  clapped  one 
Hand,  as  ufual,  under  the  Breaft,  and  the 
other  behind  above  the  Shoulders,  to  draw 
it  out ;  but  this  would  not  do,  fo  I  was  forced 
to  pafs  up  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth ;  and 
at  one  and  the  fame  time  gently  preffing  on 
the  lower  Jaw,  and  pulling  at  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I  extricated  the  Head.  As  this  was 
the  firft  time  the  Woman  had  been  delivered, 
and  the  Child  large,  the  parts  would  not 
fo  readily  dilate  and  give  way.  When  I 
had  brought  out  the  Infant,  I  ordered  the 
Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon  the  Umbi¬ 
lical  Veffels,  whilft  I  with  one  Hand  preffed 
them  above ;  and  palling  up  the  other  to  the 
Placenta ,  I  found  it  adhere  very  clofely  to 
the  Uterus ,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to  feparate 
it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  beginning 
where  it  ftuck  moft  loofely;  and  having  fe- 
parated  it  on  eyery  fide>  I  brought  it  away 


1 5©  CASES  in  Midwifry. 

with  the  Membranes.  It  preyed  a  lufty  Boy, 
and  agreeably  furprifed  both  the  Mother  and 
others  prefent  with  it's  crying  out  heartily; 
for  as  it  had  lain  fo  long  prefled  in  that 
Pofture,  they  all  judged  it  mull  have  been 
born  dead.  The  Scrotum  was  much  fwelled 
and  very  black,  which  proceeded  from  a 
preffiire,  occafioned  by  the  Pofture  it  had  lb 
long  lain  in.  I  ordered  them  to  dip  a  cloth 
in  01.  Rofarum  warmed,  and  apply  it,  by 
which  the  fwelling  very  much  fubfided  the 
very  next  day. 
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CASE  LXVL 

A  1 Delivery  where  the  Child  was  pro¬ 
truded  to  the  Hips ,  which  hung  out 
loeyond  the  Labia  Pudendi. 

ILfidR  C II  the  27th,  I  was  fetched 

out  of  Fleet- fireet  by  a  journeyman  tay- 
lor,  to  go  to  his*  wife  in  Hollis-Jlreet ,  Clare- 
Market .  When  I  came  there,  I  found  the 
Child  protruded  to  the  Hips  which  hung  out 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi.  The  Midwife 
told  me  that  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  run  off  about  an  hour  before; 
that  the  Child  prefented  with  the  Feet  firft; 

and 
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and  that,  when  fhe  had  brought  it  to  the 
Buttocks,  it  ftuck  there,  nor  could  Ihe  bring 
it  any  further.  T  rebuked  her  for  not  fend¬ 
ing  at  firft,  when  Ihe  found  it  to  prefent  in 
a  wrong  Pofture;  but  Ihe  in  excufe,  as  is 
ufual  amongft  them,  told  me  that  Ihe  had 
brought  out  many  Children  offering  in  that 
Pofture.  The  Child,  from  it's  having  lain 
fome  time  fo  preffed,  was  dead,  which  I  told 
her  was  very  probably  owing  to  her  negled 
in  not  fending  fooner,  when  ihe  was  fatisfied 
the  Child  prefented  wrong,,  I  therefore  im¬ 
mediately  took  a  foft  Cloth,  and  wrapped  it 
about  the  Hips  already  protruded,  and  drew 
forwards :  at  the  fame  time  I  turned  the 
Body,  to  bring  the  Face  downwards  towards 
the  Rettum:  for  when  I  firft  examined,  I 
found  the  Toes  lying  towards  the  Os  Pubis . 
This  ihould  always,  if  it  is  poffible,  be  done; 
becaufe  if  it  comes  forwards  with  the  Face 
towards  the  Os  Pubis ,  there  is  danger  of 
hurting  the  Nofe  by  it’s  prefling  againft  that 
bone  ;  and  the  Chin  may  flip  upon  and  over 
it,  which  will  fometimes  occafion  no  fmali 
difficulty  in  bringing  out  the  Head.  But  to 
return  :  I  brought  the  Child  out  to  the  Shoul¬ 
ders;  and  finding  it  ftuck  at  the  Head,  to 
make  more  room,  I  fetched  down  the  Arm 
on  each  fide,  and  then,  as  ufual,  clapping 
my  Hand  to  the  Breaft,  I  with  the  other  took 
hold  behind  above  the  Shoulders,  and  by 
gently  pulling  brought  the  Head  fomewhat 
forwards  r  however  as  it  did  not  readily  fol¬ 
low,, 
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low,  I  paffed  up  two  Fingers  of  one  Hand 
into  the  Child's  Mouth,  and  by  prefling  upon 
the  lower  jaw,  and  pulling  at  the  fame  time 
at  the  Shoulders,  I  foon  extricated  the  Head  ; 
but  as  I  obferved  before,  the  Child  was  dead. 
Pulling  gently  at  the  firing,  the  Placenta 
readily  followed.  What  in  fome  meafure 
occafioned  the  difficulty,  was  the  Woman's 
being  ftupified  and  fenfelefs  from  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  flrong  liquors  that  was  given  her,  and 
her  fmoaking  Tobacco,  lo  that  fhe  was  very 
drunk,  and  no  ways  capable  of  purfuing  di¬ 
rections,  nor  of  affifting  me  by  bearing  down 
at  the  time  of  my  extracting  the  Child. 


^7*  ^7*  ./T* JJ*  uf*  JJ* >U* 


CASE  LXVII. 


A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
the  Crown  of  the  Heady  which  Jtuck 
in  the  ‘Paffage. 


APRIL  the  3d,  1725).  I  was  about  ten  in 
the  morning  defired  to  go  into  Stanhope 
flreet ,  near  Clare  Market ,  to  the  Wife  of  a 
Victualler,  at  the  fign  of  the  Crown.  Upon 
my  coming  the  Midwife  told  me,  that  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  paffed 
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off  about  four  a’clock,  but  file  could  not 
then  tell  how  the  Infant  prefented,  it  lying 
very  high,  and  no  part  protruded  beyond 
the  Os  Internum :  after  fome  time  fhe  found 
the  Grown  of  the  Head  to  come  forwards, 
but  it  had  not  moved  for  above  two  hours, 
altho’  fhe  had  ftrong  and  quick  Pains.  1 
thereupon  palled  up  my  Hand,  and  found 
the  upper  part  of  the  Head  funk  low  into 
the  Vagina ,  but  could  not  bring  it  forwards, 
or  move  it,  altho’  fhe  had  at  this  time  ftrong 
Throws,  and  allifted  me  much  by  bearing 
down  with  all  her  might ;  from  whence  I 
judged  that  the  Child  was  locked  within  at 
the  Temples  between  the  bones  that  form 
the  Pelvis ,  and  that  it  could  not  be  forced 
forwards  by  her  Throws  alone,  although,  lb 
ftrong;  which  made  me  attempt  the  Deli¬ 
very  by  the  ufe  of  my  Extra&or. 

Immediately  I  pafled  it  up  on  each  fide 
towards  each  Hip  of  the  Mother;  but  as  the 
Face  was  turned  towards  the  Hip,  one  fide 
.  of  the  Extractor  came  againft  the  Forehead, 
by  which  there  was  caufed  a  fmall  indenta¬ 
tion  in  that  part,  from  the  preflure  made  in 
bringing  the  Head  out  beyond  the  Labia 
c. Vudendi ;  and  in  doing  this,  I  had  no  fmall 
difficulty.  The  Child  ftuck  at  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  but  I  foon  extricated  them,  and  brought 
out  the  remaining  parts.  I  then  ordered  the 
Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon  the  Umbi¬ 
lical  Yeffels,  and  at  the  lame  time  I  took  hold 
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of  them  above  with  one  Hand,  and  pafled  up 
the  other  into  the  Uterus ,  to  fetch  the  Placenta 
which  adhered  to  the  Womb  :  I  therefore  fe- 
parated  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and 
brought  it  away.  This  Child  prov'd  to  be  a 
lufty  Boy,  and  foon  fatisiied  the  Mother  and 
others  prefent,  that  it  was  alive,  by  it's  crying 
out  luftily.  I  ordered  the  Forehead,  which 
was  indented  by  the  Inftrument,  as  alfo  the 
back  part,  to  be  embrocated  with  OL  Rofar.  or 
Hyperic.  which  I  have  generally  found  to  an- 
iwer  my  expectation  in  a  few  days. 

The  Indentations  are  foon  obliterated , 
and  all  the  Enchy?nofis  proceeding  from  the 
preflure,  vanifhes  and  disappears ;  for  the 
Cranium  (although  prefled  inwards  and  in¬ 
dented,  as  being  at  that  time  fomewhat  foft). 
will  mould  almoft  into  any  form,  and  wilL 
foon  return  to  it's  natural  lhape. 


CASE  LXVIIL 

A  'Delivery  where  a  Flooding  preceded* 

~hdAT  the  a  i  ft,  1725).  I  was  called  upon 
"y  to  go  to  a  Woman  in  Peter’ s-Jl reef r 
Mrejlminjter .  She  had  fallen  into  a  Flooding,, 

and. 
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and  had  loft  a  large  quantity  of  blood,  by 
which  her  pulfe  and  fpirits  were  much  funk : 
I  therefore  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
Delivery  ought  to  be  immediately  attempted  : 
and  as  her  friends  and  others  prefent  left  it 
wholly  to  me,  to  aft  as  I  thought  fit,  I  paffed 
up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and  found  the 
Os  Vine ce  dilated  to  about  the  breadth  of  a 
Grown  piece.  I  got  the  ends  of  my  four 
Fingers  into  it,  and  by  gently  fpreading  them, 
dilated  it  fo  far  as  to  be  able  to  pafs  my 
Hand  into  the  Uterus ;  where  I  found  the 
Child  floating  in  the  Waters.  I  endeavoured 
to  break  the  Membranes  with  my  Fingers, 
which  I  loon  effefted,  and  then  fearched  for 
the  Feet.  I  firft  met  with  one  Knee,  and 
by  bending  my  Finger  into  the  Ham,  drew  it 
gently  to  the  Os  Internum ,  and  fo  forwards 
into  the  Vagina .  I  then  extricated  the  Foot 
and  brought  it  without  the  Labia  Pudendi : 
and  palling  up  my  Hand  by  the  Leg  and 
Thigh  already  funk  below  the  Os  Vincae^  to 
examine  how  the  other  Leg  lay,  I  found  it 
bent  upwards  towards  the  Child's  Belly  :  I 
therefore  gave  myfelf  no  trouble  about  it, 
becaufe  if  one  Leg  is  brought  out,  and  the 
other  is  bent  upwards,  you  may  generally 
draw  the  Child  forwards  as  well  as  if  it  came 
with  the  Buttocks  firft,  efpecially  if  the  Wo¬ 
man  has  been  delivered  before ;  for  then  the 
parts  more  readily  dilate  and  give  way  ; 
which  was  the  cafe  of  this  Woman,  who  had 
had  five  or  fix  Children.  With  a  fofc  Cloth 
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I  took  hold  of  the  Leg  brought  out,  and 
pulled  gently  towards  me,  at  the  lame  time 
advifing  the  Woman  to  affift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down*  but  finding  the  Child  did 
not  readily  follow,  I  palled  up  my  Hand  to 
the  inner  Orifice,  which  I  found  clofely 
girding  the  Hips  of  the  Child  ;  wherefore  I 
palfed  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  between  the 
Orifice  and  the  Child,  and  endeavoured  to 
dilate  it.  As  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  rea¬ 
dily  gave  way,  I  foon  brought  out  the  Hips, 
and  extricated  the  other  Foot ;  but  finding 
the  Toes  turned  towards  the  Os  Pubisy  as  I 
drew  forwards,  I  gently  turned  them  towards 
the  Jnus  of  the  Mother,  for  reafons  I  have 
already  given.  I  now  clapped  one  Hand  to 
the  Breaft,  and  the  other  over  the  Shoulders 
to  the  Neck,  and  drew  forwards y  the  Head 
and  Arms  readily  followed. 

There  is  not  always  a  neceffity  of  bring¬ 
ing  the  Arms  down  before  the  Head,  elpecially 
if  the  Vagina  is  large,  and  the  Head  final], 
which  was  the  cafe  in  this  Child  and  Woman ; 
befides  if  the  Arms  are  left  to  come  with  the 
Head,  the  Os  internum  cannot  contract  about 
the  Neck  of  the  Infant,  as  has  fometimes 
happened  when  they  have  been  brought 
down  before  the  Head,  which  has  occafioned 
no  finall  difficulty  to  the  Operator,  and  often¬ 
times  the  death  of  the  Child.  After  the 
Woman  was  delivered,  1  ordered  the  Mid¬ 
wife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon  the  Umbilical 

Veffels* 
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Veffels,  and  at  the  fame  time  I  took  hold  of 
them  with  one  Hand,  and  palfed  up  my 
other  to  the  <• Vhcenta ,  which  I  found  funk 
into  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  it  readily  came 
away.  The  Child  was  born  alive,  and  cried 
out  loudly. 


CASE  LXIX. 

A  ‘Delivery  of  a  Foetus  of  about  Jix 
Months  3  the  Head  voas  feparated 
from  the  Bodyy  and  remained  in  the 

Uterus. 


daughter,  who  fhe  told  me  was  about  fix 
Months  gone  with  Child,  and  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  gone  off 
fome  hours  before  :  her  Throws  were  gone 
off,  and  fhe  had  a  continual  draining  of 
blood.  I  thereupon  told  her  fhe  would  mif- 
carry,  and  the  fooner  all  was  brought  away, 
the  better.  I  went  with  the  Mother,  that  I 
might  by  Touching  make  a  better  judgment 
than  I  could  form  from  hear-fay.  Upon  my 
palling  up  two  Fingers  into  the  Vagina ,  I  found 

one 
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one  Foot  of  the  Foetus  flipped  down  beyond 
the  Os  internum ,  which  I  took  hold  of  and 
drew  gently  towards  me  \  but  as  it  was  rotten 
and  very  tender,  it  had  like  to  have  fe- 
parated  at  the  Ankle  :  I  therefore  took  hold 
above  the  Ankle ;  but  the  flefh  being  ready 
to  divide  from  the  bone,  I  was  almoft  afraid 
it  would  have  leparated  at  the  Knee  :  and  as  I 
found  fome  obftacle  above,  I  immediately 
pafled  up  two  Fingers  by  the  Leg  already 
brought  down,  and  found,  as  I  before  judged, 
that  the  Os  internum  was  not  enough  di¬ 
lated,  but  clolely  environ’d  the  Hips  j 
wherefore  I  pafled  up  one  Finger  between 
the  Neck  of  the  Womb  and  the  Foetus ,  and 
dilated  it  fo  far  as  to  make  room  for  the  Hips 
to  pafs,  and  by  gently  pulling  that  Leg 
which  I  had  before  brought  down,  drew  it 
out  to  the  Shoulders ;  but  finding  it  ftuck  at 
the  Head,  I  again  pafled  up  my  Fingers, 
and  found  the  Os  internum  clofely  environing 
the  Head.  I  endeavoured  with  one  Hand  to 
dilate  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb,  and  by  pull¬ 
ing  with  my  other  at  the  Shoulders, 
out  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia  'fudendi ;  but 
as  it  was  very  tender  and  rotten,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  precaution  and  circumfpec- 
tion,  the  Head  feparated  from  the  Body,  and 
remained  in  the  Uterus .  I  was  now  under 
fome  difficulty  how  to  proceed ;  but  having 
no  Inftruments  with  me,  I  immediately  pafled 
up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina,  and  the  ends 
of  my  Fingers  into  the  Os  internum ,  which 

I  gently 
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I  gently  dilated,  and  then  thrufting  them 
forwards  in  the  Uterus ,  I  tried  to  take  hold 
of  fome  part  of  the  Head,  and  at  length  by 
prefling  the  end  of  a  Finger  againft  the  upper 
part  of  the  Head,  I  thruft  it  through  the 
outer  Teguments  ( they  being  very  tender) 
into  the  Skull,  and  there  bending  it  in  the 
manner  of  a  Hook,  I  drew  the  Head  for¬ 
wards,  but  with  all  caution  imaginable;  be- 
caufe  as  the  parts  were  fo  very  tender,  they 
were  ready  to  feparate  upon  the  lead  pull¬ 
ing  ;  but  by  this  method  I  fetch'd  the  Head 
out  of  the  Uterus.  Afterwards  I  took  hold 
of  the  Funis  Umbilicalts  with  one  Hand,  and 
palTed  the  other  through  the  Vagina  into  the 
Womb  to  the  P lucent ay  which  I  found  partly 
loofe,  and  partly  adhering,  fo  that  I  was 
forced  to  feparate  it  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers ;  and  having  drawn  it  out,  the 
Flooding  immediately  flopped. 
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CASE  LXX. 

A  Delivery  where  the  lack  part  of  the 
Head  was  funk  down  as  far  as  be¬ 
tween  the  Labia  Pudendi,  and  there 
it  (luck. 

*j[UN  E  the  5th,  172^.  I  was  defired  to  go 
J  to  a  very  poor  Woman  in  St.  Clement's 
Lane ,  who,  as  I  was  told,  had  been  in  Labour 
about  twenty  four  hours,  and  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off 
about  three  hours  before  I  was  fent  for. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  back  of  the 
Head  funk  down  as  far  as  the  Labia  Pu - 
dendij  which  were  kept  fomewhat  diftended, 
but  it  could  not  be  brought  further  by  all 
the  endeavours  of  the  Midwife,  or  the  poor 
Woman's  Throws,  which  were  very  ftrong. 
At  firft  I  endeavoured  with  my  Hands  to 
bring  the  Head  forwards,  but  could  not 
move  it ;  wherefore  I  took  one  fide  of  my 
Extractor ,  and  pafled  it  up  between  the 
Child's  Head  and  the  Os  Pubis ;  and  having 
plac'd  it  in  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  drew  to¬ 
wards  me,  and  extricated  the  whole  Head ; 

the 
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the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  Im¬ 
mediately  I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a 
Ligature  upon  the  Umbilical  Veffels,  and  at 
the  fame  time  I  took  hold  of  them  above 
with  one  Hand  *  and  palling  the  other  up 
to  the  Placenta,  found  it  funk  down  partly 
beyond  the  Os  internum ,  fo  that  I  rea¬ 
dily  and  ealily  drew  it  out.  This  Child, 
although  it  had  lain  for  Ibme  hours  in  thefe 
Straits,  yet  immediately  upon  it’s  birth,  very 
agreeably  alarmed  all  that  were  prefent,  by 
crying  briskly. 


% 

CASE  LXXL 

A  Delivery  where  the  Os  facrum  was 
lent  fo  far  inwards  that  the  Head 
could  not  pafs  leyond  it. 

7UNE  the  4th,  1749.  I  was  lent  for  to 
the  Wife  of  a  Journyman  Tailor,  in  An¬ 
gel  Court,  Drury-Lane .  The  Midwife  told 
me  that  the  poor  Woman  had  been  in  Labour 
about  thirty  hours ;  that  the  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  the  Waters  paffed  off  about 
twenty  hours  before  I  came ;  but  the  Child 
lay  fo  high,  Ihe  could  not  fatisfy  me  what 

Y  part 
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part  prefented ;  her  Throws  went  off  upon 
the  breaking  of  the  Waters,  and  flie  had 
taken  a  Clyfter  in  the  morning,  but  without 
any  advantage. 

This  being  the  cafe,  I  patted  up  my 
Hand  into  the  Vagina^  and  found  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum  dilated  wide  enough  for  the  Head  to 
pafs  through ;  but  the  upper  part  of  the  Va¬ 
gina  was  ftraitned,  being  comprefs’d  by  the 
Os  facrum  (which  was  bent  very  much  in¬ 
wards)  and  the  Os  Pubis .  As  her  pulfe  and 
ftrength  held  good,  I  was  willing  to  avoid 
any  attempt  to  force  the  Birth,  in  hopes  of  a 
return  of  her  Pains;  which  Pains  will  very 
often  beyond  our  expectation  drive  the  Child 
forwards ;  for  the  upper  part  of  the  Head  is 
compofed  of  feveral  bones,  which  are  di¬ 
vided  by  Sutures,  and  will  mould  almoft  into 
any  form.  I  therefore  ordered  a  repetition 
of  the  Clyfter  about  three  a'clock,  and  after 
it  an  Opiate  ;  and  if  her  Pains  did  not  return, 
in  feven  or  eight  hours  the  Opiate  to  be  re¬ 
peated.  I  called  again  the  next  morning,  and 
found  matters  juft  as  they  were  the  preceding 
day ;  wherefore  I  ordered  a  repetition  of  the 
Clyfter.  About  three  a'clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  I  met  the  Midwife,  who  told  me  that 
the  Woman  remained  in  the  fame  condition ; 
fo  I  defired  if  there  was  no  change  in  the 
evening,  fhe  would  let  me  know ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  about  ten  that  night,  a  Woman 
came  and  defired  me.  to  go  with  her,  telling 
3  me; 
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me  that  the  poor  Woman’s  ftrength  funk 
apace  :  I  affured  her  I  would  come  to  her 
very  foon  :  accordingly  I  went,  and  upon 
examination  found  the  Child  very  little  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  her  pulfe  was  very  much  funk,  and 
her  ftrength  diminilhed  :  I  therefore  thought 
it  adyifable  to  attempt  the  Delivery. 

At  firft  I  palTed  up  one  fide  of  my 
Extractor  behind  one  Ear,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  bring  the  Head  forward  by  draw¬ 
ing  towards  me;  but  that  not  availing,  I 
paired  up  the  other  lide  behind  the  other 
Ear ;  and  having  fixed  both  fides,  I  pulled 
with  all  my  ftrength,  but  could  not  find  it 
move  in  the  leaft,  the  paffage  between  the 
bones  being  fo  very  ftrait.  My  Inftrument, 
in  pulling,  flipped  off  leveral  times,  the  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Head  giving  way  to  the  p ref¬ 
ill  re  made  upon  it ;  wherefore,  as  I  could 
not  by  this  expedient  bring  the  Head  for¬ 
wards  beyond  the  bones,  I  judged  there  was 
but  one  way  left  to  bring  out  the  Child,  and 
that  I  could  not  think  of  without  fome  re- 
luctancy,  having  for  fome  years  before  been 
always  able  to  draw  it  out,  although  the 
Head  ftuck,  by  the  ufe  of  my  Extractor: 
but  as  the  Paffage  between  the  bones  in  this 
Woman  was  fo  very  ftrait,  and  the  Head 
large,  I  was  put  under  the  neceftity  of  ieffen- 
ing  the  Head  of  the  Child,  to  deliver  the 
Woman  ;  for  otherwife  Ihe  mull  have  died 
with  the  Infant  remaining  in  her.  I  there- 
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fore  made  an  opening  in  the  Scalp  with  the 
point  of  my  Sciffars,  not  having  a  more 
proper  Inftrument  with  me,  and  paffed  the 
Sutures  through  the  Dura  Mater  to  the 
Brains :  by  this  means  I  was  able  to  get  in 
two  Fingers,  with  which  I  enlarged  the 
Opening,  and  fqueez’d  out  the  Brains  ;  and 
taking  held  of  the  Skull  and  outer  Tegu¬ 
ments,  I  drew  towards  me  with  all  my 
ftrength ;  but  yet  it  would  not  move,  the 
bones  of  the  Head  giving  way,  and  breaking 
off,  fo  that  I  brought  out  at  divers  times 
ieveral  pieces  of  the  Skull.  I  then  paffed  up 
a  Hook,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  it  below 
the  Ear ;  but  by  pulling,  the  Membranes 
and  bones  gave  way  ;  yet  I  had  this  fuccels, 
the  Head  advanced  fo  far  that  I  was  able  tO' 
get  a  Finger  into  the  Mouth,  and  there  bend¬ 
ing  it,  I  with  much  labour  and  pains  brought 
it  out  by  the  Chin.  I  was  then  in  hopes 
I  had  furmounted  my  greateft  difficulty ;  but 
I  found  it  ftuck  again  at  the  Shoulders.  I 
pulled  feveral  times  at  the  Neck  with  all 
my  ftrength,  but  to  no  purpofe,  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  not  advancing  in  the  leaft ;  I  therefore 
endeavoured  to  pafs  a  blunt  Hook  into  the 
Arm-pit,  but  by  pulling,  the  parts  tore 
away ;  yet  I  had  this  advantage,  the  other 
Shoulder  advanced  into  the  Paffage  :  I  was 
able  to  pafs  up  two  Fingers  into  that  Arm- 
pit,  by  which  I  extricated  both  Shoulders, 
and  the  remaining  parts  then  readily  fol¬ 
lowed.  Paffing  up  my  Hand  by  the  String, 

I  pulled, 
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I  pulled  it  gently,  but  it  gave  way  and  broke 
off ;  I  therefore  took  hold  of  the  Placenta , 
and  finding  it  ftuck  in  fome  parts,  I  feparated 
it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  brought 
it  away.  Some  parts  of  the  Membranes  re¬ 
maining,  I  again  (as  I  ufually  do)  paffed 
my  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and  brought  them 
out,  as  well  as  fome  Clods  of  blood  \  which 
done,  I  put  warm  and  foft  Cloths  to  the 
parts,  as  well  to  defend  them  from  the  cold 
air,  which  is  very  prejudicial,  as  to  receive 
the  impurities  which  flow  from  the  Womb 
after  Delivery.  I  ordered  her  at  firft  a  little 
wine  diluted  with  Water  to  refrdli  her  after 
fo  great  a  fatigue,  and  that  lhe  fliould  be 
kept  quiet  and  ftill;  and  after  an  hour  to  be 
put  to  bed.  After  which  I  preferibed  the 
following  Bolus  and  Julep,  with  a  Galbanum 
Plaifter  to  be  applied  to  the  Navel. 

56  Lap.  Contrayerv .  Sperm .  Get .  Bi 

Syr .  Croci  q.  s.  M*  f  Boh  odiava  quaque 
hora  f amend. fuperhlhendo  Co  chi.  qmtuor 
Julap.  fequent. 

56  Aq.  Menth.  Rut ...  Puleg.  Pee  on.  comp ... 

Ua  gij.  Syr.  Peeon.  comp.  gi.  tfin&ur.  Ca~ 

Jlor .  sij.  M.  f.  Julap.  de  quo  capiat 
Cochl.  iij.  aut  quatuor  in  Languor  thus. 

The  next  morning  a  perfbn  came  to  me 
according  to  my  dire&ion,  and  told  me  file 
had  lain  quiet,  and  refted  well  from  the  time 

Heft: 
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I  left  her  :  about  noon  I  called  myfelf,  and 
found  her  pulfe  fomewhat  quick,  but  not 
high  y  her  Tongue  moift,  and  her  flefti  cool. 

I  ordered  the  Bolus  and  Julap  to  be  conti¬ 
nued,  and  upon  enquiry  I  heard  ffie  had 
not  made  water.  This  is  a  common  com¬ 
plaint  after  difficult  Labours,  and  efpecially 
when  the  Child's  Head  has  lain  for  fome 
time  preffing  upon  the  Neck  of  the  Bladder : 
but  I  was  told  the  next  day  that  ffie  made 
water  foon  after  I  had  left  her.  As  I  had 
reafon  to  fear  that  the  parts  muft  be  very 
much  bruifed  and  hurt  from  fo  difficult  a 
Delivery,  I  ordered  warm  OL  Hyper  let  (as  I 
ufually  do  in  fuch  cafes)  to  be  applied  im¬ 
mediately  to  the  external  parts,  and  by  the 
top  of  a  feather  to  be  conveyed  into  the  Va- 
ginay  and  afterwards  a  fine  and  foft  rag 
dipped  in  the  fame,  to  be  laid  for  fome 
time  upon  the  Labia  Qadendi.  The  next 
day  I  found  her  pulfe  regular  and  foft,  very 
little  thirft,  her  Cleanfings  in  good  order,  no 
pain  or  uneafinefs  in  making  water,  and  in 
every  refped  better  than  I  could  have  ex¬ 
pected.  I  defired  her  to  take  her  Bolus  only 
night  and  morning ;  and  on  the  third  day  all 
her  complaints  vaniffied. 


J 
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The  Placenta  left ,  and  a  violent 


UN  E  the  2.8th,  iyap.  I  was  fetched  by 


J  a  Gentleman  of  the  Law,  to  go  to  his 
Wife  in  Cary  Jireet ,  Little  Lincoln  s- Inn- fields  y 
where  I  found  her  extreamly  weak,  occa- 
fion’d  by  a  Flooding.  The  Child  was  born 
above  half  an  hour  before  I  was  fent  for,  and 
the  Midwife  was  not  able  to  extrad  the  Pla¬ 
centa  ;  which,  upon  palling  my  Hand ,  I 
found  in  part  feparated  from  the  Womb  and 
lying  againft  the  Os  internum ,  and  the  other 
part  adhering.  I  took  hold  of  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis  with  one  Hand,  and  pafled  up 
the  other  by  the  fame  into  the  Uterus ,  and 
feparated  that  part  which  adhered,  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  in  a  very  fhort  time 
brought  it  away.  As  there  was  a  great  di- 
ftance  of  time  between  the  Birth  of  the 
Child  and  my  coming,  they  having  fent  for 
others  before  me,  who  were  not  in  the  way,, 
the  Os  internum  was  very  much  contracted, 
which  gave  me  fome  difficulty  in  bringing 
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away  the  Placenta .  The  poor  Gentlewoman 
was  fo  very  weak  and  low  that  I  was  afraid 
ftie  would  have  died  before  I  could  have 
finilh'd  my  work,  Ihe  having  loft  a  very 
large  quantity  of  blood  occalioned  by  the 
reparation  of  the  Placenta ,  and  it's  remaining 
in  the  Uterus ;  the  Placenta  remaining  in  the 
Uterus  kept  it  fo  diftended  that  the  mouths 
of  the  VelTels,  which  before  were  inofculated 
into  the  feparated  part  of  the  Placenta  con¬ 
tinually  poured  out  blood ;  but  as  loon  as 
the  After-burthen  was  brought  away,  the 
Flooding  flopped,  the  Womb  immediately 
contracting  itfelfj  by  which  the  mouths  of 
the  VelTels  were  lo  compreffed  that  the  blood 
could  not  pafs  through  them,  I  gave  her 
wine  diluted  with  water,  to  refrelh  her,  which 
I  reiterated  often ;  by  the  ufe  of  which  and 
the  following  Bolus  and  Cordial,  her  pulfe 
and  Ipirits  gradually  returned,  fo  that  in 
about  four  hours  Ihe  talked  chearfully. 

Lap .  Cent  ray  ervce  Spermat .  Cet.  9u 

C  a  ft  or.  pulv .  gr.  v.  Syr.  Croci  q.  s,  M.f. 
Bol.  Jexta  quaque  bora  jumend.  fuperbl - 
lend.  Cochl.  quatuor  Julap.fequent . 

5^.  Aq.  Menth.  CeraJ.  n.  7k  §iij.  Preon. 
comp .  gij.  Syr.  P&on.  comp.  gi.  finEt. 
Cajlor.  sij.  Mifcc.  Capiat  Cochl .  tria 
aut  quatuor  in  Languoribus , 
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Upon  my  vifiting  her  the  next  morning, 
I  found  her  pulie  ftrong,  but  fomewhat  too 
quick  ;  little  or  no  thirft,  her  fpirits  brisk,  and 
fhe  told  me  that  fhe  felt  no  pain,  and  had 
refted  well  the  preceding  night;  her  Cleanfings 
were  very  moderate  :  I  then  ordered  her  the 
following  Bolus  and  Julep,  as  well  to  keep 
up  her  Spirits,  as  to  promote  her  Cleanfings. 

Pulv.  e  Chelis  Cancror .  comp .  Sperm . 
Cet .  Va  91.  Caflor.  puher .  gr.  v.  Syr . 
Croci  q.  j.  M-  f  Bol.  oft  civ  a  qatique  horU 
f amend,  fuper  bibend.  Coch .  iv.  Jalap . 
Jequentis . 

VZ.  ylq.  Menth.  Rat.  *P uleg, .  Pceon.  comp . 
Ta  |ij.  Syr .  Pceon.  comp.  gi.  T’inffur.  Ca¬ 
flor.  Z\y  M.  f.  Jalap .  dfe  quo  capiat  Cochl. 
tria  vel  quataor  in  Languoribus. 

The  preceding  day  I  ordered  an  Emplajlr . 
e  Galbano  to  be  applied  to  the  Navel,  and 
her  diet  to  be  Rice,  Panado,  Chicken  broth 
with  Rice  boiled  in  it,  and  her  Caudle  to  be 
made  with  ground  Rice,  inftead  of  Oatmeal ; 
for  as  fhe  had  been  very  fubjefl  to  a  Diar¬ 
rhoea  for  about  two  years  before,  and  had  very 
weak  Bowels,  I  was  the  more  inclined  to  a 
thickning  and  aftringent  diet  :  had  a  loofenefs 
come  upon  her  in  fo  low  a  Rate,  it  would 
foon  have  carried  her  off. 
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CASE  LXXIIL 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Funis  Umbili¬ 
cal  is  and  one  Hand  were  protntded 
out  of  the  Uterus,  and  lay  in  the 
Vagina. 

CU  N  D  Vl  T  "June  the  apth,  ijiy.  A  poor 
Woman  came  to  me  from  Mrs.  Churchill \ 
a  Midwife  at  Chelfea,  defiring  me  to  go  there 
with  all  fpeed.  Upon  my  coming  I  examined 
how  matters  appeared  :  the  Midwife  told  me 
the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
were  paflfed  off  about  twelve  a’clock  that 
day  (it  was  near  five  when  I  got  there),  and 
that  the  Navel-firing  was  fallen  into  the  PaC- 
fage,  but  fhe  could  not  feel  the  Child.  I 
therefore,  having  well  greafed  my  Hand, 
palTed  it  into  the  Vagina  up  to  the  Os  inter - 
mm,  which  I  found  thick,  but  dilated  wide 
enough  to  admit  my  Hand ;  but  it  was  with 
fome  difficulty  I  introduced  it  :  the  occafion 
of  the  thicknefs  I  judged  to  proceed  from 
the  Contraction  of  the  Uterus ,  the  Waters 
being  run  off  fo  long  before  :  I  alfo  found 
the  Vertebras  o£  the  Os  facrum  bent  very- 

much 
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much  inwards,  from  whence  the  Paffage  was 
much  ftraitned  :  I  found  likewife  one  Hand 
and  Arm  of  the  Infant  protruded  below  the 
Os  internum ,  and  lying  in  the  Paffage.  As  I 
found  no  pulfation  in  the  Funis  Umb  Hi  calls , 

I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  Child  was 
dead;  the  Circulation  being  impeded  by  the 
preffure  upon  the  Navel  -  firing,  too  fre¬ 
quently  occafions  the  death  of  the  Infant. 

1  firft  endeavoured  to  return  the  protruded 
Hand  and  Arm,  which  with  fome  difficulty 
I  at  length  effected,  and  then  paffed  my  Hand 
into  the  Uterus ,  in  fearch  of  the  Feet,  to 
£urn  the  Child  ;  for  "tis  almoft  impoffible,  or 
at  leaft  exceedingly  difficult  to  bring  the 
Head  into  the  Paffage,  becaufe  the  Child 
generally  lays  acrofs  the  Womb,  and  the 
Head  not  over  the  Os  internum ,  but  on  one 
fide  of  the  Uterus ;  befides,  if  the  Waters 
are  run  off  fome  time  before,  the  Uterus  is 
fo  contracted,  Vis  next  (as  I  faid  juft  now)  to 
an  impoffibility  to  place  the  Head  in  the  Paf¬ 
fage,  and  moil  commonly  the  Woman  is  fo 
very  weak  and  difpirited  that  fhe  has  not 
Throw’s  ftrong  enough  to  protrude  the  Child, 
was  it  fo  placed  :  therefore  whenever  a  Child 
prefents  in  this  manner,  you  muff  always 
turn  it,  and  bring  it  by  the  Feet;  for  as  they 
advance,  the  Body  and  Head  turn  inwards : 
you  muff  likewife  be  fure  always  to  turn  the 
Toes  towards  the  Anus .  But  to  return  to 
the  prefent  Cafe  :  when  I  had  paffed  my 
Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  I  found  the  parts  of 

Z  2  the 
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the  Child  fo  huddled  and  preffed  together, 
that  I  could  not  readily  diftinguilh  them ; 
befides,  the  Os  internum  contracting  clofely 
about  my  Wrift,  my  Hand  was  very  much 
numbed,  fo  that  I  could  not  eafily  move  it : 
but  at  length  I  met  with  the  Toes  of  one 
Foot  ;  and  with  difficulty  palling  my  Hand 
up  to  the  Ankle,  I  took  hold  of  it,  and 
drew  the  Leg  forwards  :  I  then  fearched  for 
the  other  Foot,  which  I  found  bent  upward 
towards  the  Belly;  I  therefore  took  hold  of 
the  Foot  already  brought  down,  and  pulled 
gently  towards  me ;  for  a  Child  in  this  po- 
fture  will  generally  as  readily  pafs  as  if  it, 
came  with  the  Buttocks  foremoft  :  but  in  this 
Woman  I  had  a  greater  difficulty  than  ufual, 
from  the  formation  of  the  bones  which  made 
the  Palfage  more  ftrait ;  yet  in  a  little  time 
I  brought  it  out  beyond  the  Hips.  I  was 
now  in  hopes  I  had  furmounted  my  greateft 
difficulty  ;  but  to  my  no  fmall  mortification 
found  when  I  had  got  the  Child  out  to  the 
Shoulders,  that  the  Head  was  flopped  above 
between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis .  To  make 
more  room,  I  palfed  up  my  Hand  and  fetched 
down  the  Arms,  firft  one,  and  then  the  other. 
1  then  clapped  one  Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and 
the  other  behind  over  the  Shoulders,  and 
pulled  boldly  towards  me,  in  a  ftrait  line, 
not  having  much  regard  to  the  Child,  as 
being  very  well  fatisfied  it  had  been  dead 
iome  time  before  I  came,  fo  that  my  only 
fear  was,  left,  the  Body  fhould  have  been 

feparated: 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

feparated  from  the  Head,  and  left  in  the 
Uterus :  I  therefore  pafled  up  two  Fingers 
into  the  Mouth  of  the  Child,  and  endeavoured 
to  draw  the  Head  downwards,  by  preffing 
my  Fingers  upon  the  lower  Jaw ;  but  the 
Jaw  fplit,  fo  that  I  loft  that  hold,  and  the 
Head  would  not  in  the  leaft  move.  By  my 
former  pulling,  the  Vertelrce  of  the  Neck 
were  fo  feparated  that  it  held  together  only 
by  the  Flefh  and  Membranes  ;  wherefore  I 
pafled  up  a  Hook,  and  pulling  with  it,  the 
bones  and  flefh  gave  way,  the  Head  not  in 
the  leaft  advancing  •  but  at  length,  after 
feveral  fruitlefs  effays,  I  brought  it  all  away, 
and  the  Placenta  readily  followed,  being 
wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  and  partly 
protruded  beyond  the  Os  internum ,  and  lying- 
in  the  Vagina. 


CASE  LXXIV. 

j Pwo  After-lurthens  remaining  in  the 
Uterus,  after  the  delivery  of  the 
Children . 


<ftULr  the  3d,  i  yap.  About  ten  a'clock 
J  at  night,  a  perfon  came  to  me  to  defire 
me  to  go  to  his  Wife  in  St.  James’s  Market. 
She  had  been  delivered  of  two  Children;  the 


one 


l7? 


*74 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

one  about  twelve  a'clock  that  day,  and  the 
other  about  two  hours  before  I  was  fent  for. 
I  found  the  Woman  very  weak,  and  her 
pulfe  low,  from  a  great  ]ofs  of  blood.  I  im¬ 
mediately  took  hold  of  the  Strings  of  both 
the  Burthens,  and  twilling  them  about  the 
Fingers  of  one  Hand,  paffed  up  the  other  to 
the  inner  Orifice,  which  was  l'o  much  con- 
traded  that  I  could  not  readily  get  it  in  ;  but 
having  dilated  the  Os  internum  with  my 
Fingers,  in  a  Abort  time  I  paffed  up  my  whole 
Hand,  and  found  one  Placenta  clofely  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  Uterus ,  which  I  gently  feparated 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers;  and  drawing 
forwards,  it  came  away.  I  was  forced  to  pafs 
my  Hand  a  fecond  time  into  the  Womb,  to 
fearch  for  the  other  Place?ita ;  and  finding  it 
ftuck  like  as  the  former,  I  took  the  fame 
method,  and  readily  brought  that  away: 
her  Flooding  immediately  Hopped ;  but  from 
her  great  lofs  of  blood  Ihe  was  very  faint, 
and  lwooned  away  feveral  times  :  however 
in  lefs  than  an  hour  her  pulfe  began  to  beat 
ftrong  again,  and  fhe  gradually  recovered. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXV. 


A  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus,  partly  fe~ 
parated  from ,  and  partly  adhering  to 
it,  from  whence  enfued  a  violent 
Flooding . 


ABout  three  days  before  I  was  called 
to  deliver  the  Woman  laft  mentioned, 
I  was  fetched  by  an  Attorney  in  little  Lin¬ 
coln*  s-Inn- fields,  on  the  like  occafion,  only 
in  this  cale  there  was  but  one  Child  born.* 
and  confequently  but  one  Placenta .  She  was 
lo  weak  that  I  was  afraid  fhe  would  have- 
expired  before  I  could  have  done  my  work ; 
for  her  pulfe  was  fo  low  that  I  could  not 
perceive  the  leaft  motion  or  vibration  :  fhe 
had  cold,  clammy  fweats,  and  feveral  Syn¬ 
copes,  fo  that  I  expected  her  death  every 
moment ;  of  which  I  acquainted  her  husband 
and  others  prefent.  I  was  defiled  to  do- 
whatever  lay  in  my  power,  to  fave  the  poor 
Woman  :  I  told  them  I  knew  but  of  one 
way,  which  was,  immediately  to  fetch  the 
Placenta ;  and  as  it  was  wholly  left  to  my 
conduft,  I  palled  my  Hand  through  the* 

Vagina 
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Vagina  into  the  Uterus,  where  I  found  the 
Placenta  partly  feparated,  and  partly  ad¬ 
hering  :  I  therefore,  as  ufual,  took  hold  of 
the  String  with  one  Hand,  and  feparated  the 
adhering  part  of  the  Burthen  with  the  Fin¬ 
gers  of  my  other  Hand,  and  brought  it  all 
away  with  the  Membranes ;  which  done,  her 
Flooding  foon  flopped  ;  yet  fhe  remained  in 
a  doubtful  ftate  as  to  life  or  death,  for  at 
lcaft  two  hours,  often  fainting  away:  fhe 
had  cold  fweats,  very  little,  or  no  pulfe,  and 
very  great  reftlefnefs,  fo  that  I  was  again  ap- 
prehenfive  fhe  would  have  died  every  mo¬ 
ment.  I  ordered  her  Wine  diluted  with 
Water,  and  other  proper  Cordials,  which  at 
length  had  fo  far  the  defired  fuccefs  that 
her  Pulfe  began  to  rife,  and  I  could  difcern 
a  motion  of  the  blood  in  the  Arteries  ;  her 
cold  fweats  went  off,  and  her  extreme  parts 
became  warm  again.  I  then  left  her;  and 
calling  about  two  hours  after,  I  found  her 
Pulfe  ftrong,  and  all  her  other  complaints 
vanilhed.  The  next  day  fhe  continued  well, 
and  only  complained  of  a  pain  in  her  Head, 
which  Women  very  often  feel  after  a  great 
Flooding.  I  prefcribed  for  her  a  Cordial 
Bolus  and  Julep,  by  which  and  the  ufe  of  a 
nourifhingdiet  fhe  foon  recovered  herftrength. 
The  caufe  of  this  great  Flooding  proceeded^ 
as  I  have  before  mentioned,  from  the  Pla¬ 
centa  being  in  part  feparated  from,  and  it's 
remaining  in  the  Uterus,  by  which  the 
Womb  was  kept  extended,  fo  that  the 

Mouths 
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Mouths  of  the  VefTels  before  inofculated  into 
the  Placenta  were  kept  open,  and  poured  out 
the  blood  brought  by  them,  into  the  Uterus: 
to  prove  this,  as  foon  as  the  Burden  was  ex- 
traded,  the  Womb  contraded,  by  which  the 
Mouths  of  the  VefTels,  before  open,  were 
doled  and  fliut  up.  This  Gentlewoman  had 
for  a  year  or  two  been  very  fubjed  to  a 
Diarrhoea,  for  which  {he  had  went  through 
feveral  Courfes  of  Phyfick,  prefcribed  by 
feveral  Phyficians  :  fearing  therefore  a  return 
(which  would  have  proved  of  the  mod  dan¬ 
gerous  confequence  in  lo  great  a  weaknels)  I 
ordered  her  a  thickning  and  aftringent  diet, 
which  kept  her  Bowels  tight,  and  fhe  recovered 
both  ftrength  and  fpirits,  after  which  the 
pains  in  her  Head  left  her. 


CASE  LXXVI. 


Two  Births ,  where  the  Children  pre- 
fented  their  Heads ,  which  Jtuck  be¬ 
tween  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis. 

*ptULT  the  jth,  i yap.  I  was  fetched  by  a 
y  Farrier  in  Silver-  (l  reet,  behind  So  hoe 
Square ,  to  his  Wife,  who  had  been  about 
three  days  in  Labour :  the  Membranes  were 

A  a  broke, 
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broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off  above  twenty- 
four  hours  before  I  came.  The  poor  Woman, 
as  ihe  herfelf  informed  me,  had  underwent 
very  fevere  pains;  but  as  it  was  the  firft 
time  of  her  being  in  Labour,  I  was  no  ways 
furprifed  at  her  complaints;  befides  fhe  was 
very  timorous,  and  endeavoured  to  evade 
her  Pains  when  they  feized  her  :  add  to  alt 
this,  to  encreafe  her  malady,  fhe  was  near 
forty  years  of  age.  I  told  her  that  it  was 
impoffibie  for  a  Child  to  be  born  without 
Pains,  and  that  therefore  fhe  muft  endeavour 
to  bear  them  with  patience,  and  make  the 
moft  of  them  by  bearing  ftrongly  down  when 
they  feized  her.  Upon  examination  I  found 
the  upper  part  of  the  Head  protruded  out  of 
the  inner  Orifice,  and  funk  low  into  the 
Vagina,  but  clofely  wedged  between  the 
bones  of  the  Pelvis .  The  Midwife  told  me 
it  had  lain  fo  for  near  twenty-four  hours ;  and 
notwithstanding  many  ftrong  Throws,  it  had 
not  in  the  leaft  moved  forwards  :  I  therefore 
at  firft  took  one  fide  of  the  Extractor ,  and 
paffed  it  up  between  the  Os  Pubis  of  the 
Woman  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  ;  and 
fixing  it  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Occiput , 
near  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  I  endeavoured 
to  move  the  Head  backward  towards  the 
sinus,  and  afterward  to  draw  it  forwards ; 
but  I  could  not  move  it  by  this  method : 
wherefore  I  withdrew  my  Inftrument,  and 
then  took  both  fides  of  it,  and  palling  them 
up  one  on  each  fide  of  the  Head,  I  fixed 
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them,  as  I  thought,  near  the  Ears,  when 
taking  hold  of  the  ends  of  my  Extraiior ,  I 
drew  boldly  towards  me,  by  which  I  per¬ 
ceived  the  Head  to  advance,  and  in  a  ihort 
time  I  brought  it  out  to  the  Ears.  I  then 
withdrew  my  Extractor ,  and  taking  hold  on 
each  fide  with  my  Hands,  I  very  foon  extri¬ 
cated  the  Head  ;  and  the  Shoulders,  Body 
and  other  parts  readily  followed.  The  Pla¬ 
centa  I  fetched,  as  ufual,  and  the  Child  mo  ft 
agreeably  furprifed  all  that  were  prefent, 
with  crying  briskly,  they  believing  it  was 
dead,  having  lain  fo  long  preffed  between 
the  bones  of  the  Pelvis . 

About  eight  a’clock  in  the  evening  of 
the  laft-mentioned  day,  upon  my  coming 
home  from  vifiting  a  Patient  at  Cbelfea ,  I  was 
told  a  perfon  was  waiting  for  me,  to  carry 
me  to  his  Wife,  who  was  in  Labour,  and 
lived  without  Bifhopfgate .  For  expedition 
fake  I  took  Coach  ;  and  upon  my  coming  the 
Midwife  informed  me  that  the  Woman  had 
been  in  Labour  about  30  hours,  and  the 
WTaters  were  run  off  feveral  hours  before  I 
came,  and  that  the  top  of  the  Head  was 
funk  very  low  into  the  Vagina ;  but  not- 
withftanding  all  the  endeavours  both  of  the 
Mother  and  Midwife,  it  could  not  be  brought 
farther.  Upon  examination  I  found  the  top 
of  the  Head  funk  fo  low,  and  the  parts  fo 
ftretched  by  it’s  bulk,  that  the  Labia  were 
kept  at  fome  diftance  from  one  another.  At 
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firft  I  endeavoured  with  my  Hands,  by  di¬ 
lating  the  parts,  and  taking  hold  of  the 
Head  with  my  Fingers,  to  move  it,  and 
bring  it  forwards ;  but  that  not  proving 
effe&ual,  I  had  recourfe  to  my  Ext  raff  or. 
I  pa(Ted  up  one  fide  of  it  between  the  Os 
Pubis  of  the  Woman,  and  the  Head  of  the 
Child,  and  endeavoured  to  diflodge  it  from 
off  the  faid  bone,  and  bring  it  backwards 
towards  the  Anus .  Not  lucceeding  in  that 
method,  I  paffed  and  fixed  my  Extraffior 
as  in  the  preceding  Cafe,  and  immediately 
brought  out  the  whole  Head  ;  the  other 
parts  readily  followed,  by  my  taking  hold 
on  both  fides  of  the  Head,  and  by  gently 
pulling  towards  me.  I  then  fetched  the 
Placenta  as  ufual.  Upon  examination  of  the 
Child's  Head,  I  found  a  Tumour  about  the 
bignels  of  a  Pigeon's  egg,  on  it's  upper 
part,  arifing,  as  I  judged,  from  the  Mid¬ 
wife's  too  rudely  handling  it,  or  it's  lying  fo 
long  locked  between  the  bones.  This  Child 
was  born  alive,  and  well,  but  from  the 
bruifes  from  the  preffure  of  the  Extraffory 
had  two  or  three  fmall  Impoftumations  in 
the  Neck  near  to  the  Ears,  and  another 
upon  one  Cheek,  all  which  in  a  few  days 
after  I  opened  with  the  point  of  a  Lancet* 
and  they  were  foon  healed. 
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CASE  LXXVII. 

^Delivery  where  the  Back  prefented 

JirJl. 

tjfU LT  the  nth,  1719.  I  was  called'  up 
J  about  two  a'clock  in  the  morning  by  one 
Mr.  J  — — j,  to*  go  to  the  Queen's  Head  Ta¬ 
vern,  over  againft  Exeter  Exchange.  His. 
Wife,  he  fa  id,,  had  been  fome  time  in  La¬ 
bour  :  the  Midwife  told  me,  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run  offy 
(upon  which  her  Throws  that  were  before 
ftrong,  went  off)  and  that  file  could  not 
feel  any  part  of  the  Child,  which  induced, 
me  to  believe,  as  I  acquainted  the  Midwife,, 
that  the  Child  prefented  wrong  \  for  had  the 
Head  prefented  firft,  it  muft  have  been. 
*prefied  againft  the  Os  internum ,  and  confe- 
quently  produced  pains.  I  therefore  imme¬ 
diately  paffed  up  two  Fingers ;  but  as  the 
Child  lay  high,  I  could  not  find  by  my  Fin¬ 
gers  what  part  firft  offered,  fo  that  I  was 
forced  to  pafs  my  whole  Hand  into  the 
Vagina ;  nor  could  I  at  firft  by  this  method, 
readily  diftinguifh  how  it  offered  ;  but  upon, 
a  more  ftri<ft  enquiry  I  found  that  that  part 
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of  the  Back  prefented  which  was  near  to  the 
Shoulder,  the  Head  lying  on  one  fide,  and 
bent  forward.  Upon  palling  my  Hand  far¬ 
ther  into  the  Uterus  in  fearch  of  the  Feet, 
the  fir  ft  part  I  met  with  was  one  Arm  and 
Hand,  and  foon  after  I  met  with  the  other, 
which  I  put  by,  and  preffed  the  Body  a 
little  afide,  to  make  more  way  for  my  Hand, 
and  to  get  hold  of  the  Feet.  I  foon  met 
with  one  Thigh,  and  flipping  my  Hand 
down  the  Leg  to  the  Foot,  I  readily  brought 
it  out.  I  pafled  up  my  Hand  again  by  the 
Leg  and  Foot  brought  down,  to  examine 
how  the  other  Leg  lay,  which  I  found  bent 
towards  the  Child’s  Belly;  for  had  it  lain 
acrofs  either  the  Leg  or  Thigh  already 
brought  into  the  Paflage,  or  been  bent  back¬ 
wards  towards  the  Buttocks,  I  muft  have 
fetched  that  alfo,  for  fear  of  breaking  it 
when  I  ftiould  have  pulled  the  other  for¬ 
wards  ;  but  as  1  found  it  was  bent  towards 
the  Child’s  Belly,  and  the  Hips  being  now 
advanced  to  the  inner  Orifice  (which  was 
very  much  dilated)  I  wrapped  a  foft  cloth  ^ 
about  the  Leg  near  the  Ankle,  and  pulled 
gently  towards  me  in  a  ftrait  line,  at  the 
fame  time  advifing  the  Woman  to  bear 
ftrongly  down,  which  ftie  performing,  the 
Hips  flipped  out  beyond  the  Os  internum ,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  it  had  come  with  it’s 
Buttocks  foremoft.  I  foon  after  extricated 
the  other  Leg,  and  drew  it  out  beyond  the 
Hips ;  and  taking  hold  above  them,  brought 
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out  the  Body  to  the  Shoulders  :  which  done, 
to  make  more  way  for  the  Head,  I  paffed 
up  my  Hand  on  each  fide,  and  fetched  down 
the  Arms.  I  then,  as  ufual,  clapped  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind 
over  the  Shoulders;  and  by  pulling  boldly 
( the  Woman  affifted  me  very  much  by 
bearing  all  the  time  flrongly  down)  I  foon 
difengaged  the  Head,  and  brought  it  out 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi.  The  Child 
agreeably  alarmed  us  all,  by  crying  out 
loudly.  I  made  a  Ligature  upon  the  Umbi¬ 
lical  Velfels,  about  two  inches  from  the 
Woman's  Belly,  and  divided  them  about  the 
fame  diffance  above  the  Ligature ;  and  then 
twilling  the  String  about  two  Fingers  of  one 
Hand,  I  paffed  up  the  other,  in  fearch  of  the 
Placenta ,  which  1  found  in  part  funk  beyond 
the  Os  internum  into  the  Uaglna.  As  it  did 
not  adhere  to  the  Uterus ,  I  readily  drew  it 
out,  and  the  Flooding,  which  there  was  be¬ 
fore,  immediately  was  flopped.  In  this  cafe 
I  was  fent  for  early,  foon  after  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  which  much  contributed 
to  the  quicknefs  of  the  Delivery,  the  Waters 
being  not  wholly  run  off,  lo  that  the  Womb 
was  kept  fomewhat  diflended*  By  the  help 
of  thefe  Waters  I  could  more  readily  pafs  my 
Hand  and  turn  the  Child,  which  in  lbme 
meafure  lay  Hill  floating  in  them ;  whereas 
when  the  Waters  are  all  gone  off,  the  Uterus 
collapfes  and  contrails  fo  clofely  about  the 
Hand  introduced  into  it,  that  it  is  with  much 
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difficulty  the  Operator  can  move  it,  to  turn 
the  Infant.  This  fhould  be  a  caution  to 
Midwives,  not  to  delay,  but  to  fend  early 
for  help,  if  they  think  they  are  not  able  to 
perform  the  Delivery ;  and  by  fo  doing 
leveral  Women,  but  more  Children's  lives 
would  be  faved. 


CASE  LXXVKI. 

T he  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus. 

^fULT  the  13th,  172^.  ANurfecameto 
J  me,  to  defirc  I  would  go  to  a  Woman  in 
Somerjet  Houfe ,  the  wife  of  a  Footman, 
whole  Child  had  been  born  about  half  an 
hour.  The  Midwife,  upon  endeavouring  to 
fetch  the  Placenta ,  had  pulled  the  firing  too 
rudely,  and  broke  it  off;  from  whence,  and 
the  Placenta's  remaining  in  the  Uterus ,  a 
large  Flooding  enfued,  fo  that  when  I  came, 
the  poor  Woman  was  very  weak,  and  la¬ 
boured  under  cold  fweats  and  faintings.  I 
therefore  immediately  palled  up  my  Hand 
into  the  Vagina ,  and  found  part  of  the  Bur¬ 
den  protruded  into,  and  lying  in  the  Paflage; 
the  inner  Orifice  was  kept  open,  and  the 
Uterus  fomewhat  diftended  by  the  ‘Placenta, 
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which  was  partly  protruded,  and  part  of  it 
remained  in  the  Uterus .  I  took  hold  of  the 
part  protruded,  and  drew  it  gently  towards 
me,  but  finding  it  ftuck  above,  I  paffed  my 
Hand  up  to  the  inner  Orifice,  and  fomewhat 
dilated  it,  by  which  I  difengaged  the  Pla - 
centay  and  immediately  brought  it  all  away, 
the  Membranes  which  contained  the  Waters 
being  come  away  before,  when  the  Midwife 
endeavoured  to  fetch  the  flacenta.  I  rebuked 
the  Midwife  for  not  fending  fooner,  telling 
her  the  danger  Ihe  had  expofed  the  poor 
Woman  to  by  her  delay.  She  in  excufe 
anfwer'd  me,  that  fhe  had  never  had  fuch  an 
accident  before,  altho'  fhe  had  been  a  Mid¬ 
wife  above  eleven  years :  however  I  found 
fhe  was  very  ignorant. 


CASE  LXX1X 


The  Placenta  left  behind  in  the  Womb 


AUGUST  the  25th,  172^.  I  was  called 
upon  about  four  a’clock  in  the  morning, 

to  go  to  the  Wife  of  Mr.*— - —  a  Book- 

feller  in  Fleet-Jlreet ,  whofe  Wife  had  been 
delivered  of  a  Child  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  before  I  came,  but  the  Midwife  could 
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not  bring  away  the  Placenta .  I  found  her 
extremely  weak,  labouring  under  cold  fweats 
and  faintings ;  her  pulfe  was  low,  and  Ihe 
was  cold  in  the  extrcam  parts;  all  which  I 
judged  to  proceed  from  the  great  quantity 
of  blood  Ihe  had  loft  fince  the  time  that  the 
Child  was  born.  I  therefore  immediately 
palTed  up  my  Hand,  and  found  part  of  the 
Placenta  protruded  into  the  Vagina ,  the  other 
part  remaining  in  the  Uterus ,  to  which  it 
adhered  :  the  Os  internum  Uteri  being  con- 
traded  about  the  Burden,  I  endeavoured  to 
dilate  it,  that  I  might  be  able  to  pals  my 
Hand  and  feparate  the  adhering  part.  This 
in  a  Ihort  time  I  effeded,  and  brought  it  all 
away  ;  upon  which  the  Flooding  flopped.  I 
at  firft  ordered  her  fome  wine  diluted  with 
water,  to  be  taken  in  a  fmall  quantity,  and 
often,  not  being  able  at  fo  unfeafonable  an 
hour  to  get  any  thing  elfe ;  but  I  ordered  the 
following  Cordial  Bolus,  Julap,  and  Drops, 
to  be  prepared  as  foon  as  pollible. 


J^.  Lap .  Contrayerv .  91$.  Sperm .  Get.  9i. 
C a  ft  or.  Ruffi  pulv.  gr.  v.  Syr.  Croci  q.  s. 
M .  f  Bol.  quarta  quaque  hora  fumend. 
fuperbibend.  Co  chi.  iv,  Julap.  Jequent. 


» 

£6  Aq.  Menthce.  *Puleg.  Va  giij.  Pee  on.  com. 
gif$.  Syr.  Croci  gi.  Jinttur.  Ca/tor.  3ij. 
M.f  Julap.  de  quo  capiat  Co  chi.  iij.  vel 
iv.  in  Languoribus. 
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g6  Sal  Volat .  oleof.  Sp .  Lavend.  3ij. 

Capiat  gutt .  xxx.  fubinde  e  quolibet  vehi- 
culo. 


I  staid  with  her  till  after  feven,  and 
gave  her  firft  one  Bolus,  and  lome  of  the 
Julap ;  and  in  a  flhort  time,  not  finding  her 
pulfe  rife,  I  repeated  the  Julap,  with  about 
twenty  of  the  Drops,  and  at  due  intervals 
I  gave  her  fome  lpoonfuls  of  warm  Sack 
whey  ;  yet  I  could  not  oblerve  her  pulfe  in 
the  leaft  to  rife,  nor  her  cold  and  clammy 
fweats,  or  the  coldnefs  in  her  extream  parts 
to  go  oft;  wherefore  I  told  her  husband  and 
friends,  that  I  very  much  doubted  of  her 
Recovery,  and  that  if  there  was  not  fome 
fpeedy  change,  file  muft  certainly  die,  and 
that  foon.  They  had  lent  for  Mr.  Dowje 
a  Surgeon,  who  was  her  Brother ;  but  as  he 
lay  out  of  Town,  he  was  not  expe&ed  home 
till  about  nine  a’clocL  I  called  again  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten,  agreeable  to  my  promife, 
and  found  her  juft  as  I  left  her,  with  all  the 
foregoing  fymptoms  :  her  Brother  came  in  a 
ftiort  time,  and  upon  confultation,  we  agreed 
to  make  her  Bolus  lome  what  warmer,  to  fee 
if  we  could  give  any  fpur  to  her  blood,  and 
therefore  ordered  the  following  Bolus  to  be 
taken  every  four  hours. 


Lap .  Contrayerv.  <• Vuh .  e 
9f.  Croci  C a  ft  or. 

B  b  2 
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gr.  V. 


CkeL  comp . 
Sal.  Col. 

c.  c. 
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C.  C.  gr.  iiij.  Syr.  Croci  q.  s.  M.  f.  BoL. 
and  to  continue  the  Julap  before  pre¬ 
ferred. 

I  called  again  about  two  a’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  found  her  as  before,  to 
wit,  with  little  or  no  pulfe,  a  general  cold- 
nefs,  great  faintnefi,  and  cold  clammy  fweats. 
When  I  vifited  her  again  about  eight  in  the 
evening,  there  was  very  little  change :  I  then 
ordered  a  repetition  of  the  Bolus,  with  an 
addition  of  Confeff.  j4lkerm.  fine  odor  at.  but 
the  next  day  I  was  told  Ihe  died  about  two 
a’clock  in  the  morning. 

This  Cafe  Ihould  be  a  caution  to  all  Mid¬ 
wives,  not  to  delay  fending  for  affiftance 
early,  before  the  blood  and  fpirits  are  too 
much  exhaufted,  and  not  to  depend  too  far 
on  their  own  skill  and  experience;  for  'tis 
plain  this  poor  woman  died  a  martyr  to  either 
the  Midwife’s  ignorance,  or  vain  opinion  of 
her  own  felf-fufficiency,  which  too  much 
prevails  amongft  them. 
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CASE  LXXX. 


A  Delivery  where  the  Arm  was  pro - 


traded,,  the  Shoulder  Jlichng  at  and 


Jlopping  up  the  Os  Internum. 
UGUST* the  26th,  1729.  I  was  called 


*  1  up  about  two  a'clock  in  the  morning, 
to  go  to  a  poor  Woman  in  fV'#flminfterJ  who 
was  then  in  Labour  :  upon  the  burfting  of 
the  Membranes,  and  the  coming  away  of 
the  Waters,  one  Hand  was  protruded  thro’ 
the  Os  Internum  ;  and  upon  my  coming, 
which  was  about  an  hour  and  a  half  after, 
the  Arm  was  funk  into  the  Vagina ,  and  the 
Os  internum  wholly  flopped  up  by  the  Shoul¬ 
der.  Faffing  up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina , 
I  found  that  Arm  bent  and  broke  by  the 
Midwife's  too  rudely  handling  it,  in  her 
endeavouring  perhaps  to  return  and  keep  it 
up.  At  firft  I  ftrove  to  prefs  back  the 
Shoulder,  tn  order  to  return  the  Arm,  but  it 
was  fo  rivetted  in  the  paffage  that  I  could 
not  move  it :  wherefore  paffingup  my  Hand 
by  the  Arm  to  the  Os  internum ,  I  dilated  i t, 
to  make’ room  for  my  Hand  to  pafs  by  the 
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Shoulder  into  the  Uterus .  This  I  Toon  ef¬ 
fected  *  and  preffing  forwards  in  fearch  of 
the  Feet,  found  the  Child  lying  upon  it's  fide 
acrofs  the  Uterus ,  with  it's  Head  bent  up¬ 
wards.  I  endeavoured  to  lay  hold  of  a  Foot, 
but  in  it's  ftead  met  with  the  other  Arm  firft, 
and  had  fome  difficulty  to  remove  it.  As 
the  Waters  were  run  off  fome  time  before  I 
came,  the  Uterus  was  clofely  contracted 
about  the  Child,  fo  that  I  could  neither 
readily  nor  eafily  move  my  Hand,  for  fear 
of  hurting  the  Womb,;  but  at  length  I  met 
with  one  Foot,  which  I  drew  towards  rhe  ; 
and  as  I  could  not  eafily  get  the  other,  I 
brought  that  forwards.  The  parts  had  been 
dilated  by  a  former  Labour,  and  the  Child 
being  fmall,  I  was  fatisfied  I  could  deliver 
her  without  fetching  out  the  other  Leg.  By 
pulling  the  Leg  I  had  hold  of,  the  Child  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  the  Shoulder  and  Arm  that  hung 
down  were  drawn  inwards,  by  the  alfiftance 
of  one  of  my  Hands  paffed  up  and  preflfed 
againft  the  Shoulder.  By  this  method  I 
drew  it  out  as  far  as  the  Hips  beyond  the  Os 
Uteri ,  but  it  ftuck  there,  fo  I  dilated  it  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  made  way  for 
the  Hips  to  pafs ;  and  finding  the  Leg  not 
brought  down  was  bent  forwards  and  upwards 
toward  the  Child's  Belly,  I  brought  it  out  as 
if  coming  with  the  Buttocks  foremoft.  When 
the  Hips  were  advanced  beyond  the  Labia 
tyuderidi,  I  extricated  the  other  Leg,  and  then 
clapping  a  foft  cloth  above  the  Hips,  I  drew 

the 
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the  Body  gently  forwards,  taking  care  fo  to 
turn  it  that  the  Face  might  be  placed  to¬ 
wards  the  Reffium,  which  fliould  always  be 
done,  for  reafons  already  given.  The  Child 
being  now  brought  out  as  far  as  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I,  as  ufual,  clapped  one  Hand  to  the 
Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  to  the  Neck, 
and  endeavoured  to  bring  forwards  the  Head; 
but  that  flicking,  I  paffed  up  two  Fingers 
into  the  Child's  Mouth,  and  preffing  upon 
the  lower  Jaw,  I  brought  the  Chin  down¬ 
wards,  and  at  the  fame  time  pulling  behind 
at  the  Neck,  loon  extricated  the  whole 
Head.  The  Child  was  born  dead,  which 
proceeded,  as  I  judged,  from  it's  long  lying 
in  fo  uneafy  a  pofture,  and  from  the  Mid¬ 
wife's  ignorance,  in  not  knowing  how  to 
keep  up  the  Arm,  and  letting  the  Shoulder 
be  fo  prelfed  againft  the  Os  internum. 
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CASE  LXXXE 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
with  the  Crown  of  the  Head ,  which 
j luck  in  the  ‘Pajfage. 

ABout  feven  a’clock  in  the  morning  of 
the  laft  mentioned  day,  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  Lady  in  Labour,  and  found  her  com¬ 
plaining 


ipz  CASES  in  Midwifrt. 

plaining  of  pain,  which  returned  at  certain 
intervals :  flic  told  me  lhe  had  a  fhew  of 
blood,  and  that  a  flimy  matter  flipped  from 
her.  As  the  Throws  grew  ftronger,  I  thought 
it  proper  to  Touch  her,  that  1  might  be  the 
better  able  to  judge  of  her  condition*  where¬ 
fore  pafling  my  two  Fore-fingers  into  the 
Vagina,  I  found  the  Membranes  containing 
the  Waters  prefled  through  the  Os  internum 
low  into  the  Vagina ,  and  very  much  fpread. 
The  Head  was  far  advanced,  and  in  the 
time  of  the  Throws  the  Membranes  were  very 
much  ftretched,  and  tight,  fo  that  1  was  in 
full  expe&ation  of  a  fpeedy  Delivery.  In  a 
fhort  time,  after  a  ftrong  Throw,  the  Mem¬ 
branes  broke,  and  the  Waters  gufhed  out  in 
a  large  quantity.  I  then  touched  her  again, 
and  found  the  Os  internum  fpread  to  the 
breadth  of  the  palm  of  my  Hand,  and  lying 
loofe  before  the  Head  ;  upon  which  I  was 
encouraged  to  believe  that  a  few  ftrong  Pains 
would  have  brought  the  Child  ;  but  after  all 
the  Waters  were  run  off,  her  Pains  grew 
flack  and  weak,  and  the  Head  advanced 
very  flowly  :  in  about  two  or  three  hours 
her  Pains  grew  ftronger,  and  the  Head  funk 
lower,  but  was  lodged  upon  the  Os  Pubis ; 
wherefore  I  thought  it  advilable  to  remove 
it,  and  bring  it  from  thence  backwards  into 
the  ■Vagina.  I  pafled  up  one  fide  of  my 
Extractor  between  the  Os  Pubis  and  back 
of  the  Head  ;  and  fixing  it  in  the  nape  of 
the  Neck,  I  lifted  it  up  and  drew  it  back¬ 
wards 
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wards  from  off  the  bone,  and  then  brought 
it  lower  down  :  but  as  it  was  the  firft 
time  fhe  had  been  in  Labour,  and  the 
parts  being  very  flrait,  and  the  Head  large, 
it  made  flow  advances;  but  upon  it's  finking 
lower,  it  prefled  very  much  backwards  to¬ 
wards  the  ReEiam  and  the  Perineum,  fo  that 
I  was  afraid  the  Head  would  have  fplit  the 
Perineum  :  I  therefore  palled  one  fide  of  my 
Extractor  between  the  Orifice  of  the  Womb 
and  the  Head,  and  at  the  fame  time  lifting 
the  Head  up,  and  drawing  it  forwards,  I 
brought  out  the  upper  part  beyond  the  Labia 
Piidendiy  and  then  withdrew  my  Inftrument : 
a  ftrong  Pain  or  two  fucceeding,  the  whole 
Head  was  protruded  ;  and  the  Shoulders,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  By 
the  preflure  of  the  inftrument,  the  Forehead 
was  fomewhat  bruifed,  and  the  Skin  of  the 
Cheek,  and  that  above  the  Eye,  was  a  little 
excoriated,  but  this  accident  was  in  a  few 
days  removed  by  embrocating  the  parts  with 
O/.  Rofarum ,  a'ndT  ordered  the  lower  parts 
of  the  Woman,  which  were  fomewhat  bruifed 
by  the  great  extenfion  and  preflure,  to  be 
embrocated  with  OL  Hyperki  warmed,  and 
a  piece  of  fine  Holland,  or  Cambrick,  to  be 
dipped  in  the  fame  and  applied  to  the  parts  ; 
by  the  ufe  of  which  the  fwdling  lubfided. 
The  Fanis  Umbili calls  was  twifted  very  tight 
about  the  Neck,  fo  that  theOhild  was  almoft 
choaked  ;  but  as  foon  as  I  faw  it  I  loofenea  it, 
and  brought  it  over  the  Head,  by  which 
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means  the  Infant  was  able  to  breath,  which’ 
before  was  almoft  ftranglcd  by  the  clole' 
comprdTure  of  the  Navel-firing. 


CASE  LXXXIL 

A  3)eliverj  ’with  a  Flooding  preceding 


A 


UGUST *  the  27th,  1729.  Iwas  defired 
to  go  to  a  poor  Woman  at  Lambeth • 
Marfh ,  who  had  been  feized  with  a  Flooding 
ieveral  days  before,  and  it  had  flopped  and 
returned  again  feveral  times ;  but  on  the- 
above-mentioned  morning  returned  with, 
great  violence,  and  the  poor  Woman  had 
Ieveral  fainting  fits.  I  upon  my  coming 
examined  the  Midwife,  but  ihe  could  not 
give  me  any  clear  account ;  and  as  I  found 
the  Woman’s  pulfe  very  low,  and  the  blood 
pouring  away  at  every  motion,  and  that  fhe 
had  no  Pain,  I  judged  the  Placenta  to  be 
either  wholly,  or  in  part  feparated  from  the 
Uterus  j  wherefore  1  gave  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  only  method  to  fave  the  Woman’s 
life,  was  immediately  to  deliver  her.  As  her 
friends  left  it  entirely  to  my  conduct,  I  palfed 
up  one  Hand,  well  greafed,  into  the  Vagina 
the  Os  inter  numy  which  I  found  opened: 
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to  the  breadth  of  a  Crown,  and  a  foft  body 
in  part  flopping  it  up ;  this  I  took  to  be  the 
Placenta  :  Immediately  I  endeavoured  to 
dilate  the  Paflage  with  the  ends  of  all  my 
Fingers,  and  ftretching  them  the  one  from 
the  other,  made  an  opening  large  enough  to 
pafs  my  whole  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and 
the  firfl  thing  I  met  with  was  the  Placenta , 
which  I  put  on  one  fide ;  and  thrufling  my 
Hand  further,  I  left  the  Child  fwimming  in 
the  W  aters,  and  the  Membranes  much  ex¬ 
tended  by  them  ;  Thefe  I  inftantly  broke 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  palling  my 
Hand  within  them,  firfl  met  with  the  Head 
of  the  Child,  which  I  put  by  to  come  at 
the  Feet :  I  loon  got  hold  of  one  of  them, 
and  brought  it  to  the  inner  Orifice,  and  then 
palled  up  my  Fland  in  fearch  of  the  other; 
and  having  found  it,  joined  them  both  to¬ 
gether,  and  drew  them  beyond  the  Os  inter - 
mim  into  the  Vagina ,  and  fo  on  beyond  the 
Labia  Pudendi .  1  now  wrapped  a  foft  cloth 

about  the  Leg^and  drew  the  Child  beyond 
the  Hips,  when  removing  both  the  Cloth 
and  my  Hands,  I  took  hold  above  the  Hips, 
and  by  gently  pulling  fetched  it  out  to  the 
Shoulders:  1  then,  as  ufual,  clapped  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the.  other  to  the 
Neck  above  the  Shoulders,  and  endeavoured 
to  draw  out  the  Head  ;  but  finding  it  ftuck, 
I  palled  up  one  Hand,  and  fetched  down 
the  Arms,  to  make  more  room  for  the  Head 
to  pafs ;  but  as  the  Os  internum  was  not 
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enough  dilated,  the  Head  was  girt  round 
fo  clofely,  that  it  could  not  be  brought  out 
without  danger  of  bringing  the  Womb  with 
it.  1  therefore  thruft  my  Fingers  between 
the  Child's  Head  and  the  Os  internum ,  and 
fo  far  dilated  it  that  I  was  able  to  put  two 
Fingers  into  it's  Mouth,  and  by  preffing 
upon  the  lower  Jaw  I  brought  it  down,  and 
at  the  fame  time  pulling  behind  above  the 
Shoulders  in  a  ftrait  line,  1  foon  extricated 
the  whole  Head.  The  Placenta ,  as  I  judged 
before,  was  wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus  y 
and  lying  in  the  Paffage,  fo  that  it  readily 
followed  :  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  was  twitted 
tight  about  the  Child's  Neck,  which  I  loofened 
as  foon  as  1  had  brought  out  the  Head.  At 
firft  I  thought  the  Child  to  be  dead,  but  it 
agreeably  furprized  both  my  felf  and  others 
prefent,  by  crying  briskly.  As  foon  as  the 
Woman  was  delivered,  the  Flooding  flopped^ 
and  Ihe  recovered  her  fpirits. 
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CASE  LXXXIIT. 


A  'Delivery  where  the  upper  part  of 
the  Head  was  protruded  into  the 
Vagina,  and  (licking  at  the  Temples 
between  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis, 


EPTEMBEK  the  3d  I  was  defired  to 


^  go  to  a  poor  Woman  in  King’s-head  Court,, 
Drury-Lane,  who  had  been  married  about 
fixteen  years,  but  never  proved  with  Child 

before.  The  Membranes  were  broke  feveral 

\ 

hoars  before  I  came,  and  a  fin  all  quantity  of 
Waters  came  away  at  that  time;  but  they  con¬ 
tinued  dribbling,  which  is  always  a  certain 
fign  of  a  tedious  Labour.  1  found,  upon 
examination,  the  upper  and  back  part  of  the 
Head  funk  low  into  the  Vagina,  lying  upon- 
and  preffed  againft  the  Os  Pubis.  ]  endea¬ 
voured  to  move  it  off,  and  bring  it  back¬ 
wards  with  my  Fingers,  but  that  method 
proving  ineffectual,  I  was  forced  to  make 
ufe  of  one  fide  of  my  Extractor,  which  F 
paffed  up  between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the 
Head,  and  by  lifting  it  up,  and  drawing  it, 
backwards,  in  a.  good  meafuxe  I  brought  it: 


off 
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off  the  bone.  I  then  advifed  her  to  make 
the  moft  of  her  Throws  (which  were  ftrong, 
and  came  at  due  intervals)  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down  ;  but  as  the  Head  did  not  in 
the  leaft  advance,  although  fhe  had  leverai 
ftrong  Throws,  which  fhe  really  did  make 
the  moft  of,  I  judged  that  the  Head  muff 
ftick  above  at  the  Temples  between  the 
bones  of  the  Pelvis .  I  therefore  paffed  up 
both  parts  of  my  Extractor,  one  on  each 
fide,  and  fixed  them  near  the  Temples,  and 
when  her  Throws  came  on,  I  affifted  by 
pulling  ftrongly  downwards  in  a  (trait  line, 
and  by  this  method  I  foon  brought  out  the 
whole  Head.  The  Navel-firing  was  twifted 
about  the  Child's  Neck,  which  I  immediately 
unt willed,  by  bringing  it  over  it ?s  Head  ; 
for  had  it  advanced  in  that  condition,  two  mil- 
fortunes  might  have  attended, either  the  choak- 
ing  of  the  Child  by  the  Neck's  being  clofe- 
ly  comprefied,  or  the  Placenta  being  forcibly 
drawn  down,  might  have  been  the  occafion  of 
a  falling  down  of  the  Uterus ,  or  of  the  break¬ 
ing  of  the  Funis  Umbilical\$\  for  which  reafon 
a  very  particular  regard  fhould  always  be 
had  to  the  untwifting  it;  or  if  that  cannot 
be  done,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  it  ought 
to  be  cut,  and  a  ligature  made  at  each  end, 
as  well  to  keep  the  blood  from  running  out  of 
the  Placenta ,  as  out  of  the  Child.  But  to 
return  to  our  Cafe  :  I  took  hold  of  the  Head 
protruded,  and  pulling  gently,  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  and  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed, 

and 
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and  I  afterwards  fetched  the  Placenta  as 
ufual.  Jn  a  fhort  time  all  of  us  that  were 
prefent  were  convinced  that  the  Child  was 
alive,  by  it’s  crying  out  loudly.  I  ordered 
the  Nurfe  to  embrocate  the  Head  with  01. 
Hyperici,  it  being  fomewhat  bruited  by  the 
compreffure  of  the  Internment,  and  the 
ftraitnefs  of  the  Paflage. 
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CASE  LXXXIV. 

A  ‘Delivery  with  a  Flooding  preceding 

CEP  PE  M  B  E  R.  the  1 8th,  I  was  defiredi 
^  to  go  to  a  Woman  in  Bear  Tard  near 
Clare  Market ,  the  Wife  of  a  Barber.  She  had 
for  fome  hours  before  laboured  under  a 
Flooding  and  great  famtings,  and  had  teveral 
convulfive  fits.  Upon  my  coming  I  examined1 
her  pulfe,  which  was  low,  and  the  Midwife 
told  me  fhe  had  loft  a  large  quantity  of 
blood,  and  that  her  Pains  had  been  ftrong,, 
though  the  Child  did  not  advance.  I  there¬ 
fore  paHed  up  my  two  Fore- fingers,  and? 
found  theOa  internum ,  or  Oj  Pincre  Ipread  to* 
the  full  breadth  of  the  palm  of  my  Hand,, 
with  the  Membranes  diftended  by  the  W aters,, 
and  preffed  againft,  it^  and  the  Child  was. 
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lying  within  the  Uterus ,  with  it's  Head  fore- 
moft,  but  no  part  of  the  Placenta  as  yet 
funk  down,  as  is  cuftomary  upon  Flooding. 
Upon  palling  my  Hand  farther  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus  ^  I  found  fome  part  of  the^/^;;^loofened, 
which  was  the  occalion  of  the  Flooding: 
I  therefore  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
only  way  to  lave  both  pother  and  Child, 
was  to  attempt  a  fpeedy  Delivery :  and  as 
all  that  were  prefent  left  it  wholly  to  my 
conduit,  1  immediately  broke  the  Membranes 
by  prefling  them  between  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  and  then  pafling  up  my  Hand 
within  them,  'till  I  came  to  the  Child,  I 
put  the  Head  afide,  and  the  firft  part  I 
met  with  was  one  Arm,  and  afterwards 
I  got  hold  of  the  other.  I  put  them 
both  afide,  and  at  length  met  with  one 
Foot,  which  I  drew  forwards  into  the  Vagim , 
and  the  other  not  following,  I  palfed  my 
Hand  by  the  infide  of  the  Leg  and  Thigh 
already  brought  down,  up  to  the  Groin,  and 
io  on  to  the  infide  of  the  other  Thigh,  and 
foon  got  hold  of  that  Foot  :  when  I  had 
brought  it  down,  I  joined  them  both  together, 
and  gently  drew  the  Child  out  beyond  the 
Hips,  which  I  took  hold  of  with  a  warm 
Cloth,  and  drew  it  forwards  to  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  :  finding  it  ftuck  there,  I  palfed  up  my 
Hand  to  the  Shoulders,  firft  on  one  fide,  and 
afterwards  on  the  other ;  and  lb  flipping  a 
Finger  or  two  down  the  Arm  to  the  Elbow, 
(which  I  did  to  avoid  breaking  the  Arm) 
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I  foon  extricated  and  brought  them  down* 
making  more  room  for  the  Head  to  pafs.  I 
now  clapped  one  Hand  to  the  Breaft  near 
the  Neck,  partly  to  fupport  the  Child,  and 
partly  to  ailift  in  bringing  the  Head  for¬ 
wards,  and  with  the  other  I  took  hold  behind 
above  the  Shoulders ;  and  then  advifing  the 
Woman  to  bear  ftrongly  down*  I  pulled 
gently  :  but  as  the  Head  ftuck  above  between 
the  bones  that  form  the  Qelvu^  I  was  forced 
to  pafs  up  two  of  my  Fingers  into  the  Mouth 
of  the  Infant,  and  by  gently  prefling  upon 
the  lower  Jaw,  drew  both  that  and  the 
Face  forwards ;  the  Head  readily  followed. 
It  proved  a  very  lufty  and  lively  Child.  I 
ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature 
upon  the  Umbilical  Veflels,  which  Ihe  im¬ 
mediately  did,  and  divided  them  ;  yet  the 
Os  internum  was  very  much  contracted  when 
I  palfed  up  my  Hand  to  fetch  the  Placenta , 
and  gave  me  feme  trouble  in  bringing  it  out 
of  the  Uterus .  This  is  a  Itrong  argument 
why  the  Placenta  lhould  be  immediately 
fetched  after  the  Delivery  of  the  Child ;  for 
both  the  Uterus  and  Os  internum  contrad  as 
foon  as  the  Child  is  protruded.  Men-midwives 
frequently  find  great  difficulty  in  paffing 
their  Hand  into  the  Womb,  when,  from  the 
ignorance  of  the  Midwife,  they  are  obliged 
to  fetch  the  Placenta  after  the  Child  has  been 
born  feme  time,  the  Os  internum  being  upon 
thefe  occafions  generally  very  much  con- 
traded.  I  went  the  next  day  to  fee  this 

D  d  Woman, 
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Woman,  when  I  found  her  fitting  up  in  her 
bed,  and  eating  part  of  a  Chicken  •  file  told 
me  ihat  her  Flooding  was  entirely  {topped, 
and  her  Clean fings  were  ufual,  and  that 
her  fits  were  quite  gone  off  Upon  her  De¬ 
livery  I  ordered  her  the  following  Bolus  and 
Julap.  •  • 

1^.  Lap .  Contrayerv.  9f\.  Sperm .  Cet.  9i.  Ca- 
fior .  pulver .  gr.  v.  Syr .  Caryophyllor. 
q .  j.  M.  f  BoL  oftava  quaque  hora  fa- 
mend.  fuperblbend.  CochL  iij.  vel  iv.  Julap., 
feqaent. 

fy.  Aq.  Menth.  Rat .  Paleg.  Paeon.  comp \ 
^  §ij.  7  in  blur.  C a  ft  or.  3ij.  <Syr.  Paeon* 
comp .  gi.  M  f.  Jalap,  de  quo  capiat 
CochL  iij.  z#/  iv.  //;  Languor  thus.. 

There  was  a  Galbanum  Plaifter/ ap¬ 
plied  to  her  Navel,  and  I  ordered  the 
Bolus  to  be  continued  for  two  or  three 
days,  night  and  morning. 
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CASE  LXXXV. 

A  'Delivery  where  a  Flooding  preceded • 

ON  the  aforefaid  day,  about  fix  a'clock 
in  the  evening,  a  Waterman  came  to 
me  from  Batterfea ,  defiring  me  to  go  with 
him,  telling  me  his  wife  was  very  ill  :  her 
Midwife  had  been  with  me  about  two  days 
before,  to  confult  me  about  her  complaint, 
which  was  a  Flooding  :  fhe  had  laboured 
under  it  for  three  or  four  weeks  pad,  and, 
as  I  remember,  fhe  was  about  feven  months 
gone  with  Child.  When  the  Midwife  came 
to  me,  I  told  her,  that  if  a  Flooding  con¬ 
tinued,  there  would  be  a  neceffity  of  de¬ 
livering  her,  for  otherwife  amitteret  cum 
fangutne  vitam ;  by  the  lots  of  blood  file 
would  lofe  her  life.  I  then  ordered  her  an 
aftringent  mixture,  and  a  quieting  aftringent 
draught,  to  be  repeated  for  two  or  three 
nights;  and  that  if  my  Prefcription  did  not 
anfwer,  and  the  Flooding  returned  with  any 
violence,  I  defired  file  would  give  me  early 
notice,  becaufe  in  thole  cafes  the  ^Placenta  is 
in  part,  if  not  wholly  feparated  from  the 
Uterus ,  and  fo  long  as  the  Uterus  is  kept 

Dd  2  diftended 
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diftended  by  either  that  or  the  Foetus,  or 
both  retained  in  it,  blood  will  be  poured  out 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Veffels  before  inof- 
culated  into  the  Placenta .  I  found  the  poor 
Woman  very  faint  and  weak,  her  pulle  low,,'  ’ 
and  her  blood  continually  draining  away  ; 
wherefore  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  the 
only  remaining  remedy  to  fave  her  life  was 
immediately  to  deliver  her  :  and  as  all  that 
were  prefent  concurred  with  my  fentiments, 

I  immediately  went  to  work;  and  palling  up 
my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  found  the  Os 
ternum  dilated  to  about  the  breadth  of  a 
Shilling  :  I  therefore  endeavoured  to  dilate 
it  by  putting  in,  firft  two  Fingers,  and 
ipreading  them,  afterwards  three,  and  fo  on, 
till  I  was  able  to  introduce  my  whole  Hand, 
where  I  found  the  Membranes  broke,  the 
Waters  run  off,  and  the  parts  of  the  Foetus 
huddled  up  together  :  The  firft  part  that  I 
met  with  was  the  Head,  and  then  one  Arm,, 
and  afterwards  the  other.  I  pafled  them  all 
by,  and  at  length  I  met  with  one  Foot,, 
which  I  drew  towards  me,  and  brought  it 
into  the  Vagina.  As  the  Child  was  very  fmall, 
and  the  Woman  had  been  delivered  of 
feveral  Children  before,  at  their  full  time 
and  growth,  I  was  the  lefs  follicitous  what 
became  of  the  other  Foot ;  but  taking  hold 
of  that  already  brought  out,  with  a  foft  cloth, 

I  very  readily  and  eafily  drew  it  out  beyond 
the  Hips,  and  fo  on,  till  I  had  extricated  the 
whole  Foetus.  The  'Placenta  readily  fol¬ 
lowed,. 
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lowed,  as  being  before  in  part  feparated  from 
the  Uterus .  This  Child  was  born  alive,  and 
cried  very  briskly,  and  the  Flooding  im¬ 
mediately  flopped  upon  the  bringing  away 
•  of  the  Child  and  the  Placenta . 


&  &  #  #  &  &  " 


CASE  LXXXVL 

A  ‘Delivery  of  Twins,  the  firfl  flicking 
at  the  Head  which  was  protruded 
into  the  Vagina,  and  could  pafs  m> 
farther ,  and  the  fecond  was  delivered* 
by  the  Feet . 


CE  PFEMB  E  R  the  i  pth,  i yi p.  A  Car- 
^  penter  near  the  Seven  Dials  came  to  me 
about  feven  a'clock  in  the  evening,  and  de— 
fired  me  to  go  along  with  him  to  his  wife, 
who,  as  he  told  me,  had  been  in  Labour 
about  thirty-fix  hours.  When  I  came  there,, 
I  found,  upon  examination,  that  the  upper 
and  hinder  part  of  the  Child's  Head  was> 
funk  very  low  in  the  Vagina,  lying  preft 
upon  and  over  the  Os  Pubis ,  which  prevented 
it's  advancing  further  ;  wherefore  I  im¬ 
mediately  palled  one  fide  of  my  Extractor 
between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Head  of  the 
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Child,  and  by  lifting  it  gently  upwards,  and 
drawing  it  at  the  fame  time  backwards  to¬ 
wards  the  Rettum^  I  brought  it  off  the  faid 
bone  }  after  which,  the  Head  being  by  every 
Pain  very  much  prefled  again!!  the  Reffum 
and  Perineum,  I  was  afraid  of  a  rupture  pf 
the  latter  :  I  therefore  palled  one  fide  of  my 
Extractor  in  the  interim  of  her  Throws  be¬ 
tween  the  Perineum  and  the  Head  of  the 
Child,  and  when  her  Pains  came,  I  gently 
prefled  again!!  the  fore  part  of  the  Child's 
Head,  and  lifted  it  upwards,  and  at  the  fame 
time  brought  it  more  forwards  into  the  Paf- 
fage  and  between  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  in 
two  or  three  Pains  I  got  the  whole  Head 
beyond  them  ;  then  taking  hold  on  each  fide 
of  the  Plead,  by  gently  pulling,  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  and  the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  fol¬ 
lowed.  I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a 
ligature  upon  the  Navel- firing,  whilft  I 
with  one  Hand  took  hold  of  it  above,  and 
pafled  up  the  other  by  the  String  into  the 
Uterus ,  with  defign  to  fetch  the  Placenta  ; 
but  finding  the  Head  of  another  Infant,  I 
bid  the  Midwife  make  a  fecond  Ligature, 
about  two  inches  higher,  and  divide  the 
Navel-ftring  between  them ;  which  done,  I 
pafled  up  my  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and  found 
the  other  Child  lying  with  the  Head  fore- 
moft,  and  inclofed  in  it’s  Membranes,  which 
were  not  much  extended,  having  very  little 
W  ater  in  them.  I  broke  the  Membranes 
with  my  Fingers,  and  palling  my  Hand 

within 
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within  them,  took  hold  of  one  Foot,  which 
I  drew  out  ;  and  as  the  Paflage  was  very 
much  dilated  by  the  Birth  of  the  firft:  Child, 
I  readily  and  ealily  found  the  other  Foot, 
which  I  alfo  brought  down,  and  joining  them 
together,  I  wrapped  a  warm  and  foft  cloth 
about  both  the  Feet,  and  drew  the  Child  out 
beyond  the  Hips  *  and  then  taking  hold 
above  them,  loon  extricated  the  reft  of  the 
Body.  I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a 
Ligature  about  this  Navel-ftring,  and  taking 
.  hold  of  both  the  Strings,  I  endeavoured  by 
gently  pulling  them  to  bring  out  the  Bur¬ 
thens,  which  were  entirely  feparate ;  but  as 
I  found  they  adhered  to  the  Uterus ,  I  leparated 
them  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and 
brought  them  away  one  after  the  other.  The 
String  of  4:he  Child  iirft  borri  was  very  fhort, 
being  not  above  twelve  inches  long,  but  that 
of  the  other  was  of  the  ufiial  length,  but 
lmall,  as  well  as  the  Child :  the  firft  was  a 
lufty  Boy,  but  the  latter  a  fmall  Girl  ;  they 
were  brought  out  both  alive.  I  made  no 
difficulty  of  palling  up  my  Hand  into  the 
Uterus ,  and  fetching  the  laft  Child  by  the 
Feet  ;  becaufe  as  the  Os  internum  and  Vagina 
were  much  dilated  by  the  protrufion  of  the 
firft  Child,  which  was  large  and  lufty,  there 
was  a  free  and  eafy  paflage  for  the  fecond, 
which  was  but  fmalh 

When  the  Child  lays  high  up  in  the 
Uterus ,  the  Head  being  no  ways  protruded 

into 
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into  the  Vagina- ,  (I  am  fpeaking  of  a  Child 
remaining  in  the  Womb  after  one  is  bom 
into  the  World  )  I  always  take  this  method 
of  delivering  it  by  the  Feet,  for  the  Mother 
is  fooner  and  with  much  lefs  fatigue  relieved. 


*4*  rfr- rk ft 't*  rk fir 'fr  ir  ^  is>  «i»  i?  <1r i?  rk  ip  <4*  •fr  rk ic  1?  1?  <k  ir  «*> 


CASE  LXXXV1I. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  lack  part  of  the 
Head  was  funk  low  into  the  Vagina5 
and  there  it  ftuck. 

f\C  T'O  B  E  R.  the  8  th,  17 19.  I  was  called 

^  upon  by  Mr.  £ - r  a  Printer,  to  go  to 

his  Wife,  who  had  been  in  Labour  about 
twenty-four  hours  before  I  came  :  a  fmall 
quantity  of  Waters  had  come  away  and  con¬ 
tinued  dribbling  at  that  time  upon  every 
Throw,  and  of  confequence  her  Throws 
were  weak,  for  they  are  never  ftrong  lb  long 
as  the  Water  continues  dribbling,  but  always 
grow  ftronger  when  that  flops,  and  then  the 
Labour  generally  comes  forward.  Upon 
examination  I  found  the  upper  and  hinder 
part  of  the  Head  funk  low  into  the  Kagtnay 
almoft  to  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  clofely 
preffed  upon  and  oyer  the  Os  Pubis ,  the  fore¬ 
part 
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part  lying  loofe  above,  and  not  prefled  back¬ 
wards  againft  the  Return  :  this  gave  me 
hopes  if  her  Throws  grew  ftronger,  which 
I  had  good  reafon  to  expeft  fince  the  drib¬ 
bling  water  was  flopped,  that  Nature  would 
have  performed  the  work  without  the  help 
of  Art  :  I  therefore  recommended  patience ; 
and  as  fhe  had  good  fpirits  and  a  full  pulfe, 
only  ordered  fome  wine  as  a  proper  Cordial 
tc  keep  up  her  fpirits.  Her  husband  and 
others  were  defirous  I  fhould  flay  and  attend 
the  iflue  of  it;  which  I  readily  fubmitted 
to.  In  about  half  an  hour  I  examined  her 
again,  and  found  the  back  part  of  the  Head 
advanced  fomewhat  lower,  but  the  forepart 
remained  as  before;  her  pulfe  was  good, 
and  the  Head  not  clofely  prelfed  between 
the  bones :  wherefore  I  was  of  opinion  that 
a  longer  delay  would  neither  endanger  the 
life  of  the  Mother,  or  Child.  About  eleven 
a’clock  I  again  Touched,  and  found  the 
Head  as  before,  only  the  fore  and  upper 
part  prefled  more  backwards,  and  the  back 
part  funk  fomewhat  lower  between  the  Ztf- 
bia  Padendi  ;  but  as  her  Throws  were  weak, 
and  long  intervals  between  them,  I  was  now 
much  afraid  for  the  Child's  Life,  efpecially 
as  it  had  lain  fo  long  in  the  Paflage.  I 
now  thought  it  highly  advifeable  to  haften 
the  Delivery,  being  fatisfied  the  method  I 
Ihould  purfue  would  neither  prejudice  the 
Mother,  or  endanger  the  Child  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  palling  one  fide  of  my  Extractor  be- 

E  e  tween 
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tween  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  back  part  of  the 
Child's  Head,  lying  upon  it,  I  endeavoured 
by  lifting  the  Head  off,  and  bringing  it  back¬ 
wards  and  downwards,  to  extricate  it  out  ot 
it’s  freights;  which  with  the  affi fiance  of  a 
few  Throws  I  loon  effeded,  and  brought 
out  good  part  of  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia 
Fudendi.  I  then  laid  afide  my  Inftrument, 
and  with  my  Hands  only,  after  two  or  three 
Throws,  brought  out  the  whole  Head  ;  and 
taking  frefh  hold  about  the  Temples,  drew 
out  the  Shoulders  and  the  reft  of  the  Body. 

I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature 
upon  the  Funis  UmbiUcalis ,  and  at  the  lame 
time  taking  hold  of  it  above  with  one  Hand, 

I  palled  up  my  other  by  it  to  the  Os  inter- 
man,  which  was  very  much  contracted,, 
although  I  palled  up  my  Hand  fo  quick 
after  the  protrufion  of  the  Child. 

I  mention  this  to  Ihevv  how  loon  both, 
the  Os  internum  and  Uterus ,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  contract,  after  the  Infant  is  born  ;  and; 
as  a  caution,  not  to  make  any  delay  in> 
palling  up  your  Hand,  which  at  that  time 
is  done  with  little  or  no  pain  to  the  Woman, 
the  parts  being  fo  much  dilated  by  the  Birth,. 
By  following  this  diredion  you  will  ealily 
dilcover  whether  the  Placenta  adheres,  and 
if  it  does,  more  readily  feparate,  and  bring 
it  away.  The  Placenta  is  a  broad,  fiat  Body, 
and  is  often  flopped  at  the  Mouth  of  the 
Womb  (contraded  by  delay )y  altho'  wholly' 

feparated 
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feparated  from  the  Uterus .  This  Cafe  I 
have  very  often  met  with,  when  fent  for  to 
fetch  a  Burden  left  by  the  Midwife  after  the 
Birth  of  a  Child  ;  and  fometimes  the  confe- 
quence  of  it's  being  left  has  been  very  un¬ 
happy,  even  the  death  of  the  Woman  ;  for 
as  the  Uterus  is  kept  diftended  by  the  Pla¬ 
centa  retained  in,  but  feparated  from  it,  it 
is  continually  endeavouring  to  disburden  it 
felf  of  that  then  ufelefs  body  ;  by  which 
efforts  large  quantities  of  blood  are  poured 
from  the  Womb  by  the  Mouths  of  the  Veflels 
before  inofculated  into  the  Placenta  adhering 
to  the  Uterus,  and  from  this  Flooding,  as  I 
faid  before,  fometimes  death  enfues  :  on  the 
contrary,  as  foon  as  the  Womb  is  difcharged 
either  of  the  Placenta ,  or  any  other  extra¬ 
neous  body  contained  within  it,  it  im¬ 
mediately  corrugates  and  contradfs,  by  which 
the  Mouths  of  the  Veflels  are  flopped.  By 
pafling  up  the  Hand  after  the  Birth  of  the 
Child,  you  readily  know  whether  there  is 
another  or  more  Children  in  the  Uterus  j  for 
want  of  which  knowledge  Mid  wives  have 
fometimes  erred  ;  by  pulling  the  Navel- 
firing  they  have  endeavoured  to  bring  away 
the  Placenta ,  although  another  Child  re¬ 
mained  in  the  Womb,  which  fiiould  never, 
be  done,  unlefs  the  Placenta  of  the  firfl 
fhould  be  wholly  feparated  and  found  flop¬ 
ping  up  the  Paflage  \  and  in  this  cafe  it  is 
always  to  be  done,  to  make  way  for  the  Birth 
of  the  other  Child  or  Children. 

E  e  2 


After 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 


After  a  long  and  painful  Labour  the 
Child  cried  out  loudly,  which  foon  revived 
the  Mother  :  it  was  the  firft  time  of  her 
lying  in* 


CASE  LXXXVIIL 

A  delivery  <with  a  Flooding  preceding 

f\CPOBER  the  ioth,  1719.  I  was  fent 
^  for  to  a  Woman  in  Water-Lane  near, 
Arundel  -  Jlreet,  the  Wife  of  a  Carpenter*. 
She  was  about  nine  months  gone  with  Child,, 
was  feized  about  five  or  fix  hours  before  I. 
came  with  a  violent  Flooding,  and  had  loft, 
a  large  quantity  of  blood.  I  inquired  of  the 
Midwife,  whether  fhe  had  Touched  her; 
and  if  fo,  whether  Ihe  found  the  Os  internum. 
open  :  She  told  me,  lhe  had  not  Touched, 
her.  I  therefore  immediately  paffed  up  the. 
two  Fore-fingers  of  one  Handy  and  found, 
the  Os  internum  turned  towards  the.  Back-, 
bone,  and  opened  to  the  breadth  of  a  half 
Crown.  I  paffed  my  Finger  within  it,  and. 
found  the  Uterus  filled  with  clotted  blood; 
one  fide  of  the  Placenta  was  feparatea  and 

funk, 
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funk  down  almoft  to  the  edge  of  the  Os 
inter  num^  and  the  Child  lay  high,  with  it's  • 
Head  foremoft  to  the  Birth.  I  enquired  of 
the  poor  Woman,  whether  fhe  felt  the  Child' 
ftir,  and  if  not,  how  long  it  was  fince  fhe 
had  felt  it ;  to  which  fhe  anfwer’d,  fhe  had' 
not  perceiv’d  it  ftir  for  fome  time  \  from 
whence  I  concluded  the  Child  was  dead,, 
occafioned  by  the  Placenta  s  being  in  part, 
if  not  wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus  ; 
which  was  likewife  the  occafion  of  the  pre- 
fent  Flooding.  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion, 
that  the  Delivery  ought  to  be  immediately 
attempted,  and  that  there  was  no  other 
method  left  but  that,  to  fave  her ;  yet  I 
would  not  promife  certain  fuccefs,  fince  the 
poor  Woman  was  very  weak,  and  had  had 
feveral  fainting  fits  before  I  faw  her  :  her 
pulfe  was  very  languid  and  low,  and  file 
laboured  under  cold  fweats,  which  were  very 
bad  Prognofticks ;  yet  as  I  had  often  before 
fucceeded  in  the  like  cafes,  I  was  the  more 
encouraged  to  undertake  this ;  for  I  think  it 
better  in  fuch  dangerous  cafes  to  attempt  a 
Delivery,  than  leave  a  Woman  to  certain 
death.  At  the  intreaties  of  the  poor  Woman 
and  her  friends  I  refolved  upon  the  Deli¬ 
very,  and  therefore  paffed  up  my  Hand, 
well  greafed,  into  the  Vagina ,  and  the  ends-, 
of  my  Fingers  into  the  Os  internum y  and  by 
fpreading  them  abroad,  fo  far  dilated  it  as’ 
to  make  a  Paffage  for  my  whole  Hand  into- 
the  Uterus^,  where  I  found  the  Child,  included-'! 
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in  it's  Membranes,  and  fwimming  in  it’s 
Waters:  I  broke  the  Membranes  immediately, 
and  getting  my  Hand  within  them,  fearched 
for  the  Feet  of  the  Child,  which  I  brought 
down  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ;  and  then 
taking  hold  of  them  with  a.foft  cloth,  I 
drew  out  the  Body  as  far  as  the  Shoul¬ 
ders.  It  ftuck  there  ;  fo  I  brought  down 
the  Arms,  and  paffed  up  two  Fingers  of  one 
Hand  into  the  Child's  Mouth  ;  and  taking 
hold  with  my  other  above  at  the  Shoulders,  I 
endeayoured  by  gently  pulling  to  bring  out 
the  Head;  but  That  not  readily  following, 
I  judged  there  muft  be  fome  other  unexpected 
impediment,  and  therefore  pahed  my  Fin¬ 
gers  to  the  back  part  of  the  Head,  and  found 
the  Os  internum  clofely  girt  about  it  :  I  put 
up  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  between  the 
Child's  Head  and  the  Os  internum ,  and  fo 
far  dilated  it  that  the  Head  immediately 
came  forwards,  and  I  brought  it  out.  Agree¬ 
able  to  my  firft  Prognoftick,  I  found,  upon 
palling  up  my  Hand,  that  the  (Placenta  was 
wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  and  lying 
in  the  Vagina,  fo  that  it  came  away  almoft 
with  a  touch.  About  two  hours  after  I  was 
fent  for  again,  when  I  found  her  labouring 
under  great  inquietudes  and  cold  fweats, 
her  extream  parts  cold,  and  no  pulfe,  fo 
that  I  judged  her  death  to  be  at  hand.  1 
ordered  her  a  very  warm  cordial  Bolus  and 
Julap,  with  volatile  drops,  but  (he  died  be¬ 
fore  they  were  brought.  I  could  not  upon 

enquiry 
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enquiry  find  that  Ihe  had  any  Flooding  after 
Delivery,  and  there  was  little  or  none  at 
the  time  of  bringing  away  the  Child,  which 
I  performed  in  about  the  fpace  of  five  mi¬ 
nutes ;  and  this  was  as  fpeedy  a  Delivery  as 
I  could  defire  \  fo  that  the  blood  which 
came  away  in  her  violent  Flooding,  for  five 
or  fix  hours  before  I  was  fent  for,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability  was  the  occafion  of  her  death. 


CASE  L  XXXIX. 

A  "Delivery  where  the  Child  came 
Footling ,  and  was  protruded  as  far 
as  the  shoulder 5,  the  Head  flicking 
between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis. 

f\CTO  B  E  R  the  27th,  1 7  25);  I  was  fent 
^  for  about  four  a’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
to  the  Wife  of  one  of  the  Butlers  in  the- 
Eemple^  living  in  Glare-Court^  Drury- Lane. 
The  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Wa¬ 
ters  in  part  run  off  about  fieven  a  clock  in 
the  morning,  at  which  time  one  Foot  was 
protruded  out  of  the  Uterus  into  the  Vagina ; . 
but  the  Midwife  (  thinking  her  felf  capable, 
of  delivering  the  Woman,  being  in  her  own 
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opinion  very  felf-fufficient,  although  Ihe  was 
very  ignorant)  would  not  at  firft  fend  for 
affiftance,  fo  that  it  was  near  one  a’clock 
before  ihe  brought  out  the  other  Foot,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Body,  as  far  as  the  Head,- 
which  fhe  was  not  able  to  extricate;  fo  that 
when  fhe  found  all  her  endeavours  ineffectual, 

I  was  at  length  fent  for.  Upon  my  coming 
I  found  the  Child  protruded  beyond  the 
Shoulders,  and  hanging  betwixt  the  Thighs, 
very  cold,  and  it's  Face  turned  towards  the 
Hips  of  the  Mother.  I  therefore  immediately 
took  hold  behind  above  the  Shoulders  with 
one  Hand,  and  palfed  two  Fingers  of  the 
other  into  the  Mouth  of  the  Child ;  and 
gently  pulling,  I  by  this  method,  in  the 
fpace  of  half  a  minute  (after  I  had  fecured 
my  hold )  drew  out  the  Head  beyond  the 
bones  of  the  Pelvis,  between  which  it  was 
locked.  The  Child  was  dead  ;  which  was 
wholly  owing  to  it’s  fo  long  lying  in  that 
pofture  ;  for  when  a  Child  is  brought  Foot¬ 
ling,  and  happens  to  flop  at  the  Head,  if  it 
is  not  foon  extricated^,  it  muft  certainly  die 
from  the  compreffure  that  is  made  about  it's 
Neck  by  the  Os  internum  and  the  circulation 
through  the  Umbilical  Veffels  being  impeded 
by  their  compreffure  between  the  bones  of 
the  Pelvis  and  the  Head  of  the  Child. 


CASE 
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CASE  XC. 

A  j Delivery  with  the  Buttocks  foremojt 9 
and  loth  Hands  funk  down  before 
them . 

IsJOFE  M B  ER  the  5)th,  1725).  I  was 
^  *  fetched  by  the  Husband  of  one  Mrs.  fVea- 
tkerbone ,  a  Midwife,  to  a  very  poor  Woman 
in  Helmet  Courts  in  the  Strand.  Upon  my 
coming,  the  Midwife  told  me  that  both 
Hands  prefented  :  immediately  I  paffed  up 
my  Hand,  and  found  the  Child  coming  dou¬ 
ble,  with  the  Buttocks  foremoft,  and  both 
Hands  thruft  down,  one  on  each  fide  beyond 
the  Hips,  and  the  back  of  the  Child  towards 
the  back  of  the  Mother.  I  foon  returned 
the  Hands  fpj as  the  Paffage  was  large,  by 
the  diftance  bet^g§n,  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis , 
aarbthe  ButtocksAlunirinto  and  engaged  be¬ 
tween  them,  I  could  not  readily  reach  the 
Feet,  which  were  bent  upwards  over  the  Os 
*Pubis :  I  therefore  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Birth  fhould  be  forwarded  in  the  pofture  it 
prefented  ;  for  I  could  not  bring  down  the 
Feet  without  danger  of  hurting  either  the 
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Mother,  the  Child,  or  both  :  wherefore  I 
advifed  the  poor  Woman  to  make  the  moft 
.  of  her  Throws,  by  bearing  ftrongly  down, 
and  to  retain  her  Breath,  and  recover  it 
flowly  when  her  Pains  went  off.  By  this 
method  I  found  the  Hips  advanced  at  every 
Throw.  I  aflifted,  indeed,  at  the  fame  time, 
by  dilating  the  Palfage  with  my  Hand,  and 
in  lefs  than  half  an  hour  the  Buttocks  were 
protruded  as  far  as  the  Labia  Pitdendi.  I 
then  palled  up  a  Finger  into  the  Groin  of  the 
Child,  and  there  bending  it,  I  prelfed  upon 
the  Groin,  and  the  next  Throw  brought  out 
both  the  Hips  :  but  as  the  Face  of  the  Child 
was  towards  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother,  I 
gently  turned  it  towards  the  Intejiinum  Re¬ 
ctum,  as  I  drew  the  Body  forwards.  When 
I  had  brought  it  as  far  as  the  Shoulders,  I 
perceived  it  ftuck  above  at  the  Head  ;  I 
therefore,  to  make  more  room  for  the  Head 
to  pafs,  brought  down  the  Arms  on  each 
fide ;  and  then  clapping  one  Hand  to  the 
Breaft  of  the  Child,  and  the  other  behind 
over  the  Shoulders,  I  drew  boldly  towards 
me  in  a  ftrait  line :  at  the  fame  time  I 
advifed  the  Woman  to  affift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down,  and  by  this  method  every 
thing  anfwered  my  expe&ation ;  the  Head 
readily  and  immediately  followed,  and  the 
Mother  and  others  prefent  had  the  pleaflire 
of  finding  the  Child  was  alive,  by  it’s  briskly 
crying  out  foon  after.  I  ordered  the  Mid- 
wile  to  tie  the  Navel  -  ftring,  whilft  I  at 

the 
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the  fame  time  took  hold  of  it  above  with 
one  Hand,  and  paffed  up  the  other  to  the 
Placenta ;  and  then  pulling  gently,  it  readily 
funk  down  upon  my  Hand,  and  was  foon 
brought  away  whole. 

This  cafe  was  attended  with  more  diffi¬ 
culty  than  it  need  have  been,  from  the  ob- 
ftinacy  of  the  Mother,  who  laid,  fhe  had 
had  Throws  all  the  day,  but  would  not  fend 
for  her  Midwife  ;  nor  did  lhe  fend,  till  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  the  Waters  run  off, 
and  'till  the  Hands  -and  Buttocks  were  funk 
down,  and  the  Uterus  was  ciofely  contrafted 
about  the  Foetus  ;  all  which  was  owing  to  the 
Mother's  not  lending  for  her  Midwife  in  time : 
for  as  foon  as  the  Midwife  found,  by  palling 
her  Fingers,  that  the  Hands  prefented,  fhe 
fent  for  me.  This  is  what  Midwives  feldom 
do;  trufting  too  much  to,  and  depending 
upon  their  own  fufficiency,  which  very  often 
occafions  the  lofs  of  the  Child,  and  forne- 
times  of  the  Mother;  and  if  not  either  of 
thefe,  gives  very  great  trouble  and  diffi¬ 
culty  to  the  Man-midwife. 
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CASE  XCI. 

The  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus: 

-if  .  - 

*MOVEM BER  the  nth,  1729.  Aperfon 
*  came  to  me  about  twelve  a’clock,  from 
Wild-flreet,  to  dcfire  me  to  go  to  a  Woman, 
whofe  Child  was  born  about  eight  a'clock. 
She  had  been  twice  at  my  houfe,  and  im- 
diately  after  her  fecond  coming  I  came  home, 
and  being  told  of  it,  went  there  j  and  put¬ 
ting  my  Hand  to  the  Labia ,  found  the 
String  hanging  out  between  them  with  the 
Membranes,  which  were  fo  contra&ed  to¬ 
gether  they  feemed  to  be  another  String.  I 
inftantly  paffed  up  my  Hand  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  and  found  the  Placenta  in  part  pro¬ 
truded  into  it :  I  then  prelfed  my  Hand  be¬ 
tween  the  Placenta  and  the  Vagina  forward 
into  the  Os  internum  and  Uterus ,  to  examine 
if  it  adhered  to  the  Uterus ;  and  finding  it 
loofe,  I  took  hold  of  it  above  with  my  Fin¬ 
gers,  at  the  fame  time  pulling  the  String  that 
I  had  twifted  about  two  Fingers  of  my  other 
Hand,  and  by  this  method  foon  brought  it 
away  whole.  The  Midwife's  ignorance  in 
not  knowing  how  to  pafs  her  Hand,  oc~ 
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cafioned  this  uneafinefs,  the  Placenta  being 
retained  only  by  the  Uterus  and  Os  Internum 
clofely  contra&ed  about  it,  which  flopped 
it's  egrefs. 

This  proves  that  the  immediate  palling 
the  Hand  after  the  Child  is  born,  is  of  very 
great  advantage  ;  for  then  the  Uterus ,  lo 
lately  extended  for  the  protrufion  of  the 
Child,  is  not  fo  foon  contrafted  as  to  hinder 
it's  palling  ;  but  if  this  is  delay'd  for  fome 
time,  both  the  Os  internum  and  Uterus  it  felf 
are  generally  fo  contra&ed,  that  you  cannot 
pals  your  Hand  without  difficulty  ;  and  the 
Placenta  is  fo  clofely  comprefled  that  you 
cannot  readily  move  your  Hand  to  take  hold 
of  it.  This  therefore  Ihould  be  a  juft  cau¬ 
tion  to  Midwives,  not  to  delay  (  if  they 
cannot  bring  it  )  to  fend  early  for  help  ; 
which  would  prevent  many  unhappy  conse¬ 
quences,  as  great  Floodings,  &c\  which  fome- 
times  enfue  from  delays. 


/ 
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CASE  XCIL 

The  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus,  and 
the  String  torn  away. 

A NOVEMBER  the  14th,  1 729.  I  was 
■*  *  called  upon  about  three  a'clock  in  the 
morning,  to  go  to  a  poor  Woman  in  Lutener's 
Lane ,  whole  Child  had  been  born  lome  time 
before.  The  Midwife,  in  pulling  the  String 
too  rudely  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  had  fe- 
parated  the  String  from  it ;  and  the  Placenta 
remaining  in  the  Uterus ,  was  the  occafion  of 
my  being  fent  for.  I  immediately  upon  my 
coming  paffed  up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina , 
and  found  the  Os  internum  very  much  doled 
and  contracted,  fo  that  I  could  not  readily 
pafs  my  Hand  beyond  it  into  the  Uterus , 
which  I  likewife  found  fo  collapfed  and 
contracted,  that  when  I  had  got  in  my 
Hand,  I  could  not  readily  move  it.  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  take  hold  of  it  with  my  Fin¬ 
gers,  but  it  tore,  as  I  pulled  it  towards  me. 
I  examined  all  round  it  with  my  Fingers,  to 
find  where  it  adhered,  in  order  to  feparate 
it,  but  I  could  not  bring  it  away,  only  by 
piece-meal,  and  was  at  length  forced  to 

leave 
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leave  fome  remnants  :  it  adhered  fo  clofely 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Womb,  that  had  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  bring  thofe  remains  away,  I 
might  t  very  eafily  have  hurt  or  tore  the 
Womb  with  the  ends_  of  my  Fingers ;  lb 
that  I  thought  it  more  advifeable  to  leave  it 
to  Nature ;  the  remains  generally  coming  away 
in  the  time  of  Purgations,  or  when  the 
Woman  endeavours  to  make  Water,  or  go 
to  Stool ;  yet  nothing  ought  to  be  left  in 
the  Uterus,  if  it  can  poffibly  be  avoided, 
becaufe  evil  confequences  may  enfue  :  but 
on  the  other  fide,  by  moving  the  Hand  too 
rudely  in  the  Womb,  there  often  arifes  In¬ 
flammation  and  Gangrene,  and  fometimes 
the  Woman  dies. 

This  is  One  among  the  many  mif- 
fortunes  that  attend  a  Man-midwife,  when 
he  is  fent  for  too  late,  proceeding  from  the 
Negligence,  Supinenefs,  Ignorance,  or  Self- 
fufficiency  of  the  Midwife;  which  laft  pre¬ 
vails  in  moft  of  them,  and  is  very  often  % 
the  occafion  of  the  lofs  either  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther,  or  Child,  or  fometimes  both;  which- 
might  have  been  prevented,  had  a  proper-; 
perfon  been  fent  for  in  time. 
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CASE  XCIII.  : 

A  ‘Delivery  in  Wshich  the  Child  pre¬ 
ferred  'with  the  Buttocks. 


at  night,  and  defired  me  to  go  to  his  Wife  in 
Dijlaff-Lane^  over  againft  Cordwainers-HalL 
Upon  my  coming  there,  the  Midwife  told 
me,  that  before  the  Membranes  broke,  the 
Child  lay  fo  high  that  flic  could  not  feel 
any  part  of  it ;  but  foon  after  their  breaking 
and  the  coming  away  of  the  Waters,  the 
Buttocks,  as  Ihe  thought,  prefented,  which 
occafioned  her  fending  for  me.  I  thereupon 
immediately  paffed  up  the  two  Fore-fingers 
of  my  left  Hand  into  the  Vagina  j  but  as  the 
Child  lay  very  high,  I  could  only  touch  it 
with  the  ends  of  them,  and  could  not  fo 
readily  diftinguilh  what  part  prefented  ; 
wherefore  I  palfed  up  my  whole  Hand  into 
the  Vagina  (which  may  generally  be  done 
without  any  great  pain  to  the  Woman,  when 
the  parts  have  been  before  diftended  by  La¬ 
bours)  ,  and  there  found,  as  the  Midwife 
had  before  informed  me,  the  Buttocks  pre- 
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fenting,  and  protruded  beyond  the  Os  inter¬ 
num,  which  was  much  dilated  ;  but  the 
Woman’s  Throws  were  fhort,  and  fhe  could 
not  aflift  as  fhe  ought,  becaufe  fhe  labour’d 
under  an  Afthma  and  Ihortnefs  of  breath * 
nor  could  fhe  bear  down  fo  long  as  Ihe 
ought  to  have  done  \  fo  that  I  was  afraid 
the  Child  could  not  be  protruded  in  the 
pofture  it  prefented,  and  that  if  it  lay  long 
in  that  condition,  it  would  certainly  die.  I 
thought  it  advifable  (  having  endeavoured 
to  promote  the  protrufion  of  the  Child  with¬ 
out  any  effed,  by  dilating  the  parts  with  my 
Hand  when  her  Throws  came  upon  her)  to 
endeavour  to  alter  the  pofture,  and  bring 
down  the  Feet ;  for  by  this  method  the  parts 
would  not  be  fo  much  extended  as  if  it 
advanced  double  :  I  therefore  palled  the  flat 
of  my  Hand  againft  the  Child’s  Buttocks, 
and  returned  them  fomewhat  upwards  from 
the  parts  where  they  were  before  engaged, 
and  had  now  more  room  to  move  my  Hand 
and  reach  down  one  of  the  Feet  *  and  taking 
hold  of  the  Ankle,  I  brought  that  Foot  and 
Leg  beyond  the  Os  internum  into  the  Vagina, 
and  fo  on,  without  the  Labia  Pu^endi  :  and 
as  the  other  Leg  and  Thigh  were  bent  up¬ 
wards  towards  the  Infant's  Belly,  I  was  the 
lefs  follicitous  about  bringing  That  down, 
well  knowing  that  the  Hips  will  pafs  by 
pulling  at  one  Leg,  efpeciaily  when  ’tis  not 
the  firft  time  of  a  Woman’s  Delivery.  I 
therefore  took  hold  of  the  Leg  brought  down 

G  g  with 


n6 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

with  a  foft  cloth,  and  pulled  gently  towards 
me,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  Woman 
to  affift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down ;  by  this 
method  the  Hips  gradually  came  forwards  j 
and  when  I  had  brought  them  beyond  the 
Labia  Pudendi ,  I  foon  extricated  the  other 
Leg :  but  as  the  Child  had  not  alter’d  it's 
natural  pofture  whilft  in  the  Womb  ( the 
Head  having  not  fell  down,  which  is  cufto- 
mary  fome  time  before  the  Birth)  but  was 
only  funk  down  with  it’s  Face  towards  the 
Os  Pubis ,  and  it’s  Toes  turned  upwards,  I 
endeavoured,  as  I  brought  it  forwards,  to 
turn  the  Face  towards  the  Ams  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther  ;  and  by  putting  one  Hand  as  high  as 
I  could  towards  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  to 
the  Back,  as  I  pulled,  I  turned  the  Face  to 
the  Anus .  I  was  now  in  hopes  I  had  fur- 
mounted  my  greateft  difficulty  ;  but  as  I 
drew  it  forward  towards  the  Shoulders,  I 
found  it  {tuck  above;  wherefore  I  ad vifed 
the  Woman  to  affift  me  by  bearing  ftrongly 
down,  whilft  I  endeavoured  to  deliver  her. 
The  Child  advanced  very  flowly,  and  the 
Shoulders  being  very  large,  I  could  not 
readily  bring  them  down,  neither  could  I 
pafs  my  Fingers  above  them  to  affift,  becaufe 
the  Parts  by  their  largenefs  were  kept  upon 
full  ftretch  ;  however  at  length  I  brought 
them  out  ;  and  then  taking  hold  with  one 
Hand  behind  above  them  (  the  other  being 
put  to  the  Breaft)  I  brought  out  the  Head. 
The  Child  was  born  alive,  but  died  foon 
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after  :  it's  Death,  as  I  judged,  proceeded 
partly  from  the  ftreightnefs  of  the  Paffage 
(this  Woman  was  very  fat,  by  which  the 
Vagina  was  very  much  flopped  up)  and 
partly  from  the  ■  largenefs  of  the  Shoulders 
and  Head  of  the  Child,  lo  that  it  could  not 
be  brought  out  without  difficulty. 


CASE  XCIV. 

A  t Delivery  of  a  Woman  in  Convulfion 

Fits . 


WOF  EMBER  the  16th,  1729.  A  Perfon 
*  came  to  me  about  feven  a’clock  in  the 


morning,  defiring  me  to  go  to  a  Barber's  in 
EJpx-Jlreet ,  to  a  Woman  in  Labour.  I 
found  her  upon  my  coming  there,  lying  in 
a  ftrong  Convulfion-fit,  and  the  Midwife 
told  me  that  fhe  had  had  feveral  before,  and 
been  flupid  and  fenfelefs  for  fome  time.  I 
farther  inquired  of  her  how  the  Child  pre- 
fented,  and  if  the  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  the  Waters  run  off;  but  as  fhe  gave  an 
imperfect  account,  I  was  the  more  defirous 
of  fatisfying  my  felf,  and  therefore  paffed 
up  the  two  Fore-fingers  of  one  Hand,  and 
found  the  Head  of  the  Child  funk  low  into 
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the  Vagina ,  and  the  Os  internum  preffed  down 
with  it,  which  was  not  dilated  to  the  breadth 
of  a  Crown  piece.  As  the  Head  was  lodged 
in  the  bending  of  the  Os  Coccygis ,  it  was  lb 
engaged  there  that  it  not  could  be  moved 
forwards ;  neither  could  it  make  any  preffure 
upon  the  Os  internum ,  which  was  unhappily 
carried  down  before  it  :  her  fits  returning  at 
every  Throw,  the  poor  Woman  was  fo  ftupid 
and  fenlelefs,  that  inftead  of  affifting  by 
bearing  down,  fhe  contracted  her  felf,  and 
drew  the  Child  upwards.  At  firff:  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  enlarge  the  opening  of  the  Os 
internum ,  by  palling  up  the  ends  of  my  Fin¬ 
gers  between  it  and  the  Child's  Head,  and  by 
gently  moving  and  Ipreading  them  I  fo  far 
dilated  the  Os  internum ,  that  I  was  able  to 
return  the  Head  backwards,  and  to  pafs  my 
Hand  all  round  it,  it  being  funk  down  beyond 
the  bending  in  the  Oj  facrum  :  the  Body  of 
the  Child  was  prelfed  forwards  to  the  Navel; 
I  therefore  endeavoured  to  return  the  Head 
by  prefling  it  backwards,  that  I  might  be 
able  to  turn  the  Child,  and  bring  it  by  the 
Feet ;  but  all  my  attempts  were  ineffectual, 
for  it  was  now  funk  fo  low,  I  could  no  way 
move  it  backwards;  befides,  I  could  not  keep 
the  Woman  in  any  pofture  fit  to  aflift  her 
in,  file  being  fo  very  reftlefs,  and  flinging 
herfelf  from  one  fide  to  the  other;  where¬ 
fore  as  I  could  not  fo  far  remove  the  Head 
as  to  come  at  the  Feet,  I  attempted  to  bring 
it  forwards  in  the  pofture  it  presented,  and  fo 
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pafled  up  my  Extractor  on  each  fide,  and 
after  feveral  efTays  fixed  it  about  the  Tem¬ 
ples  and  behind  the  Ears.  Although  a  good 
many  perfons  held  this  Woman,  yet  could 
ffie  not  be  kept  in  any  fit  pofture,  'till  at 
laft,  turning  herfelf  upon  her  Belly  and 
Knees,  I  foon  extricated  the  Head  :  in  that 
pofture  no  parts  are  preffed,  and  will  more 
readily  give  way;  the  Body  and  other  parts 
eafily  followed.  I  had  judged  from  the  pre¬ 
ceding  difficulty  that  the  Child  muft  be  dead, 
but  was  foon  agreeably  convinced  of  the 
contrary,  by  it's  moving  and  crying  out 
briskly.  The  Placenta  I  brought  as  ufual, 
only  that  as  it  Buck  to  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  I 
was  obliged  to  leparate  it  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers:  no  flooding  fucceeded,  and  her 
convulfive  fits  left  her,  but  file  continued 
ftupid  and  fenfelefs.  I  order'd  her  after  her 
Delivery  the  following  Bolus,  JuJap,  and 
Emplafter. 

I^.  Lap.  Contrayerv.  Sperm.  Get.  dL 
Gaft  or .  gr.  v .  Syr.  Croci  q.  s.  M.  f.  BoL 
Jextd  quaque  hora  [amend,  fuperbibend. 
Co  chi.  iv.  Julap.  fequent. 

T£.  Aq.  Menth.  Rut.  Puleg.  7a  %  ij.  Pee  on. 
comp.  Bryon.  comp.  7a  [u  Tintlur.  Ca - 
Jlor.  3ij.  Syr.  Pceon.  comp .  gi.  M.  f  Julap . 
e  quo  capiat  Cochl.  iij.  vel  iv.  in  Languo- 

ribus . - Applicetur  Empl.  e  Galbano 

Umbilico. 
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I  called  about  three  hours  after,  and 
found  her  fomewhat  better*  as  alfo  in  the 
evening,  when  fhe  feemed  more  fenfible,  but 
her  Tongue  was  much  fwelled  by  her  biting 
it  in  her  fits,  which  occafioned  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  in  her  fvvallowing  :  I  then  ordered  her 
Medicines  to  be  continued.  The  ignorance 
of  the  Midwife  in  not  knowing  how  to  keep 
up  the  Womb  from  being  forced  before  the 
Head  fo  low  into  the  Vagina ,  was  what  added 
fo  much  to  my  difficulty  in  delivering  this 
Woman  ;  which  might  have  been  in  fome 
meafure  prevented,  had  I  come  before  the 
Head  had  funk  fo  low ;  becaufe  then  I  might 
eafily  have  put  it  back,  and  brought  the 
Child  by  the  Feet. 


CASE  XCV. 

A  i Delivery  where  the  Face  prefented 

fr ft- 

A)OVEMBER  the  17th,  1725).  APerfon 
that  keeps  a  Coffee-houfe  the  Corner  of 
Lincoln  s- Inn- Fields  came  to  me  about  five 
a’ clock  in  the  Evening,  defiring  me  to  go  to 

his 
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his  Wife,  who,  he  faid,  had  been  fome  time 
in  Labour.  I  met,  when  I  came  there,  one 
Mrs.  Harrifon ,  a  Midwife  of  good  character 
and  underftanding ;  ihe  told  me  that  the 
Child  prefented  with  the  Face  foremoft :  I 
thereupon  examined,  and  found  it  as  fhe 
reprefented;  and  as  it  was  funk  low  and 
engaged  between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ,  I 
could  not  without  bruifing  and  hurting  fome 
parts  of  the  Face,  remove  it,  otherwife  I 
would  have  done  it,  in  order  to  have  brought 
down  the  upper  part  of  the  Head,  or  to  have 
turned  the  Child,  and  brought  it  by  the 
Feet.  I  therefore  encouraged  the  Woman, 
and  recommended  patience,  advifing  her  to 
make  the  belt  of  her  Throws  whenever  they 
came  on,  by  retaining  her  breath,  and 
bearing  ftrongly  down,  whilft  I  at  the  fame 
time  affifted  with  my  Hand  by  dilating  the 
Paffage,  taking  care  not  to  hurt  the  Child's 
Face  with  my  Fingers.  By  this  method  X 
found  the  Face  come  forward  at  every  Throw,  • 
and  in  about  half  an  hour  I  brought  out  the 
whole  Head ;  but  it  ftuck  at  the  Shoulders, 
fo  that  I  was  forced  to  clap  one  Hand  under 
the  Chin,  and  the  other  behind  in  the  Nape 
of  the  Neck,  and  then*  pulling  boldly  but 
cautioufly  forwards,  I  foon  brought  out  the 
Shoulders,  and  the  other  parts  readily  fol¬ 
lowed.  It  proved  a  very  lufty  and  lively 
Girl.  I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Li¬ 
gature  upon  the  Funis  Umbili calls ,  whilft  I 
at  the  fame  time  took  hold  of  it  above  with 
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one 
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one  Hand,  and  pafTed  up  the  other  to  the 
Os  internum ,  which  I  found  very  much  con- 
traded,  although  it  was  fo  loon  after  the 
protrufion  ol  the  Child.  This  fhould  be  a 
Caution  to  perfons  pradifing  Midwifry,  not 
to  be  too  dilatory  in  bringing  away  the 
Placenta  \  for  by  doing  it  early,  they  would 
often  fave  much  trouble  to  themfelves,  and 
pain  to  the  Woman.  I  had  fome  Trouble 
in  palling  my  Hand  through  the  Os  inter¬ 
num,  which  lay  high,  into  the  Uterus  :  I 
found  the  Placenta  clofely  adhering  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Womb,  fo  that  I  was  forced 
to  feparate  it  with  my  Fingers  ’  which  done, 
by  gently  pulling  the  String  with  my  Hand 
that  was  without,  the  Placenta  fell  upon  my 
other  Hand  that  was  within  the  Uterus ,  and 
then  I  readily  and  foon  brought  it  out. 


CASE  XCVL 

A  Delivery  where  the  Funis  Umbi~ 
•  licalis  was  protruded  before  the  Head. 


JUJOFEMBER  the  25th,  1729.  I  went 

*  *  to  vifit  one  Mrs.  E - b ,  who,  according 

to  her  account,  wanted  near  a  Month  of  her 
full  time.  She  had  for  fome  time  laboured 

under 
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under  a  large  rupture  at  her  Navel,  for 
which  I  had  ordered  her  a  Trufs;'  but  as  fhe 
grew  big  and  drew  nearer  her  Reckoning,  it 
could  not’  be  kept  fo  clofe  as  it  ought  to 
have  been.  She  had  likewife  for  fome  time 
laboured  under  a  Cholick,  Nattfea ,  and  great 
pain  in  her  Belly,  for  which  I  had  ordered 
her  feveral  Medicines;  but  calling  upon  her 
the  morning  above-mentioned,  as  I  had  done 
feveral  times  before,  I  then  found  her  under 
true  Labour -Pains.  I  asked  her  Midwife, 
whom  I  found  with  her,  if  fhe  had  Touched 
her;  fhe  anfwer'd  in  the  affirmative,  and 
that  the  Os  internum  was  lome.what  open, 
and  the  Membranes  were  prefTed  outwards 
by  the  Waters,  but  that  fhe  could  not  feel 
any  part  of  the  Child;  wherefore  I  Touched, 
and  found  the  Head  prefenting,  but  lying 
high.  I  ordered  a  Clifter  to  empty  the  Re¬ 
turn  and  make  more  room,  and  a  Cordial, 
and  then  I  left  her,  but  called  again  about 
two  of  the  Clock,  when  I  touched  her  again, 
and  found  the  Os  internum  more  expanded, 
the  Membranes  with  the  Waters  more  ex¬ 
tended,  and  the  Head  funk  lower.  I  then 
advifed  patience,  and  that  fhe  fhould  not 
labour  too  much  when  her  Throw's  came 
on,  for  fear  fhe  fhould  by  bearing  too  ftrongly 
down,  encreafe  her  Rupture,  and  to  keep 
her  Hand  flat  upon  the  Navel  whenever  her 
Throws  came  on.  Between  five  and  fix 
her  husband  came  to  me  again,  defiring  me 
tago  immediately  with  him  ;  when  I  came, 

H  h  being 
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being  informed  that  the  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  a  large  quantity  of  Water  run  off,  I 
touched  her  again,  and  found  the  inner  Ori¬ 
fice  loofe,  and  fpread  fo  wide  as  readily  to 
admit  my  whole  Hand  :  but  the  Head  ftill 
lying  fo  high,  that  it  did  not  prefs  againft 
it,  I  thereupon  paffed  up  my  whole  Hand 
into  the  Vagina,  and  finding  the  Head  lay 
loofe,  and  no  ways  engaged  between  the 
Bones  of  the  Pelvis,  I  had  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  Child  was  flopped  above  by  the 
broadnefs  of  the  Shoulders  \  I  now  advifed 
her  to  prefs  down  when-ever  her  Throws 
came  on,  at.the  fame  time  ordering  a  perfon 
to  keep  a  flat  Hand  preffed  againft  the  Na¬ 
vel,  whilft  I  at  every  Pain  preffed,  with  the 
back  of  my  Hand,  againft  the  Os  Coccygis , 
and  lower  part  of  the  Os  Sacrum ,  in  order 
to  make  more  way,  and  dilate  the  Paffage : 
I  found  the  Face  of  the  Child  more  inclined 
to  the  Os  Ilium  than  the  Sacrum ,  but  it 
ftuck  fo  above  that  I  could  not  turn  it  more 
backwards,  wherefore  I  was  forced  to  let  it 
advance  in  the  Pofture  it  prefented,  which 
it  did  very  flowly,  but  at  length  the  Head 
funk  fo  low  that  the  fore  part  lay  over  and 
preffed  againft  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  there 
ftuck,  and  could  not  by  the  force  of  Pains 
be  brought  backwards  towards  the  Return. 
I  therefore  paffed  up  one  fide  of  my 
tratfor  between  the  Head  of  the  Child  and 
&s  Pubis  of  the  Mother,  and  fixed  it's  extre¬ 
mity  near  one  of  the  Temples,  and  by 

gently 
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gently  lifting  it  off  the  bone,  and  drawing 
backwards,  the  Woman  at  the  fame  time 
bearing  ftrongly  down  when  her  Pains  came 
on,  I  brought  the  hinder  part  of  the  Plead 
more  backward  into  the  I^agina,  and  quite 
off  from  the  Os  'Ttibts ,  and  then  the  Crown 
gradually  advanced  to  the  Labia  Pudevdi , 
lo  that  by  the  afliftance  of  a  few  Pains  I 
brought  out  the  whole  Head.  I  was  then 
in  hopes  I  had  furmounted  my  greateft  Ob- 
ftacle,  wherefore,  taking  hold  with  one 
Hand  under  the  Chin,  and  with  the  other 
behind  at  the  Occiput ,  I  pulled  boldly  to¬ 
wards  me,  in  hopes  that  the  Shoulders,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Body,  would  have  readily 
followed ;  but,  to  my  furprize,  I  found  it 
flopped  above  at  the  Shoulders,  which  ftuck 
between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  convex  part  of 
the  Os  Sacrum ;  however  I  got  the  fore  Fin¬ 
gers  of  one  Hand  under  the  Arm-pit,  and 
brought  the  Shoulder  forwards,  and  at  the 
fame  time  pulling  at  the  Head  with  my  other 
Hand,  I  with  fome  difficulty  extricated  the 
Shoulders,  and  the  reft  of  the  Body  readily 
followed.  I  then  fetched  the  Placenta  as 
ufual,  wrhich  came  away  very  eafily.  This 
Child  was  bom  dead,  which  I  judge  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  it's  being  fo  compreffed  at  the 
Shoulders  and  Neck,  about  which,  as  I  ffiould 
have  before  obferved,  the  Navel-firing  was 
twilled,  but  not  fo  tight  as  to  ftrangle  the 
Child,  for  I  eafily  and  readily  difengaged 
and  brought  it  over  the  Head  j  fo  that  the 

H  h  i  death 
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death  of  the  Child  proceeded  from  the  com- 
preflure  between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis.  I 
lhould  likewile  have  taken  notice  before, 

7  N 

that  at  my  laft  coming,  as  foon  as  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  the  Fanis  Umbilicalis  had 
flipt  out,  and  lay  doubled  in  the  Vagina  ; 
but  as  I  came  early,  I  very  readily  and  eafily 
returned  it,  and  with  my  Hand  palled  up, 
put  it  back  fo  far,  that  it  was  never  after 
thruft  down  again  ;  for  I  never  felt  it  again 
till  the  Head  was  protruded.  This  fhcws 
the  advantage  the  Operator  has  by  being 
either  prefent  at,  or  coming  foon  after  the 
Membranes  are  broke,  and  before  the  Wa¬ 
ters  are  wholly  difcharged,  after  which,  the 
Womb  collapfes,  and  the  parts  are  fo  corru¬ 
gated  that  one  cannot  pafs  the  Hand  with¬ 
out  difficulty,  Obfervingthe  bignefs  of  the 
Shoulders,  my  curiofity  induced  me  to  mea- 
fure  them  ;  it  meafured  eighteen  Inches  over 
the  Breaft  in  circumference,  and  was,  I 
think,  the  largeft  Child  I  ever  met  with; 
and  the  Placenta  was  much  larger  than 
ufual. 
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CASE  XCVII. 

yf  Delivery  of  Irwins,  the  one  came 
Footling ,  the  other  with  the  Head 
foremojl . 

T\ECEMBER  the  4th,  1725).  I  wa s 
•E'  defired,  about  ten  a'Clock  at  night,  to 
go  to  a  Woman  in  iVych-Street ,  who,  as  I 
was  informed,  had  been  fome  time  in  La¬ 
bour,  and  this  was  the  firft  time  :  When  I 
came  the  Midwife  told  me,  that,  as  ihq 
judged,  flie  found  either  a  Hand  or  a  Foot 
(being  uncertain  which)  to  prefent  over  the 
Head,  and  that  the  Membranes  were  not  yet 
broke.  I  therefore  immediately  pafled  up 
my  two  Fore-fingers,  but  as  the  Child  lay 
high,  I  could  not  readily  diftinguilh  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers  what  part  prefented, 
and  therefore  pafled  up  my  whole  Hand  and 
found  the  Head  lying  high  within  the  inner 
Orifice,  and  the  Palm  of  the  Hand  lying  flat 
upon  it :  As  the  Membranes  were  not  broke, 
and  her  Pains  llrong,  they  were  prefled  for¬ 
wards  and  much  extended  at  every  Throw, 
which  inclined  me  to  wait  the  breaking  of 
the  Membranes,  and  coming  away  of  the 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

Waters ;  fo  that  I  contented  myfelf  with 
only  dilating  the  inner  Orifice,  with  the  ends 
of  my  Fingers,  that  I  might  the  more  eafiiy 
and  readily  pafs  my  Hand  if  I  thought  it 
neceflary  ;  and  to  make  a  more  free  and 
open  PafTage,  in  cafe  it  came  forward  in  the 
pofture  it  prefented.  I  fhould  have  obferved 
that  this  Head  lay  very  forward  over  the  Os 
\ Tubis .  I  now  found  that  fomething  advanced 
backwards  at  every  Throw,  towards  the  Os 
Sacrum ,  and  at  length  found  it  to  be  a  Foot, 
which  I  immediately,  upon  the  breaking  of 
the  Waters,  brought  out,  and  palling  up  my 
Hand  found  the  other,  which  I  alfo  drew 
forwards,  and  join'd  them  together;  from 
hence  I  concluded  that  there  mull  be  two 
Children,  becaufe  'tis  fcarcely  poffible  for 
one  to  be  fo  bent  as  to  prefent  with  the  Head, 
one  Hand  and  both  Feet.  I  therefore  took 
hold  of  the  Feet  already  brought  out  with  a 
warm  and  foft  Cloth,  and  drew  gently  to¬ 
wards  me,  advifing  the  Woman  to  bear  down 
ftrongly  at  the  fame  time  ;  by  this  Method 
the  Body  readily  followed,  but  the  Head 
fiuck  a  little  above,  fo  that  to  make  more  way  I 
brought  down  the  Arms,  and  then  taking  hold 
as  ufual,  I  drew  the  Head  down  to  the  Labia 
Pudendi ,  where  it  again  flopp'd  ;  but  I  loon 
extricated  it  out  of  that  Snare,  by  dilating 
the  Labia ;  and  putting  my  Finger  into  the 
Mouth,  I  prefled  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  and 
brought  out  the  Head.  I  then  ordered  the 
Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon  the  Fonts 

Um- 
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Umbilicalis ,  whilft  I  at  the  fame  time  paffed 
up  my  Hand  to  the  Os  Internum ,  where, 
agreeable  to  my  former  conje&ure,  I  found 
another  Head  prefenting,  and  enclofed  in 
the  Membranes :  Wherefore  I  ordered  the 
Midwife  to  make  another  Ligature  about  two 
inches  above  the  firft,  and  to  cut  the  String 
between  them,  becaufe  if  a  Ligature  is  not 
made  above  the  divifion,  the  blood  will  be 
continually  pouring  out  ;  for  as  it  is  con- 
ftantly  brought  from  the  Veffels  of  the  l Ite¬ 
ms  to  the  Placenta ,  fo  by  the  Funis  Umbili - 
calls  it  is  carried  on  to  the  Foetus ,  and  unlefs  a 
Ligature,  is  made  the  blood  will  pafs  through 
the  Funis,  and  caule  the  death  of  the  Woman, 
which  I  have  feveral  times  feen,  thro’  either 
the  carelefnefs  or  ignorance  of  the  Midwife. 

But  to  return,  when  I  found  the  Head  of  the 
fecond  Child  prefenting  and  coming  forwards, 
and  the  Woman's  Throws  forcing,  [was  wil¬ 
ling  to  wait,  as  believing  that  Nature  would  do 
it’s  work,  which  fucceeded  to  my  wifh,  for  I 
found  it  advance  at  every  Throw,  and  in  a 
Ihort  time  I  was  able  to  take  hold  of  the 
Head,  which  I  drew  out;  it  came  inclofed 
in  the  Membranes,  and  there  was  little  or 
no  Water  in  them  :  I  immediately  tore  the 
Membranes  and  took  out  the  Child,  but  it  ' 
was  dead,  and  from  its  fetidnefs  and  it's  being 
wafted,  I  judged  it  had  been  fo  for  fome  time; 
the  firft  Child  was  likewife  dead,  but  to  all 
appearance  had  not  been  fo  long  dead  as  the 
Child  laft  delivered  :  The  Woman  told  me 

fhe 
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fhe  had  not  felt  any  motion  for  a  fortnight 
before ;  I  fetch’d  the  Burthens  as  ufual, 
which  I  found  to  adhere  to  each  other.  It 
may  at  firft  view  afford  matter  of  fpecula- 
tion,  how  the  firft  Child  fhould  advance  and 
be  fo  readily  brought  out,  the  Head  of  the 
other  in  fome  meafure  obftrufting  the  Faf- 
fage ;  but  the  Head  was  not  funk  fo  low  as 
wholly  to  flop  up  the  fpace  between  the  Os 
Sacrum  and  Pubis ,  befides  it  lay  very  for¬ 
ward  and  over  the  Os  Pubis ,  fo  that  there 
was  a  Space  left  backwards  towards  the  Os 
Sacrum ,  through  which  (the  Woman  more¬ 
over  had  the  Advantage  of  a  large  Pelvis) 
the  firft  Child  found  a  paffage,  befides  it  was 
but  a  fmall  Child. 


CASE  XCVIII. 

A  Delivery,  the  Child  prefenting  with 
the  Head  foremojl . 

T\ECE ME ER  the  a+th,  1729.  I  was 
feat  for  in  the  Evening  to  a  poor  Wo¬ 
man  in  Hungerford  Market,  the  Membranes 
were  broke  in  the  Morning,  and  the  Waters 
run  off  y  the  Os  Internum  was  dilated  wide 

enough 
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enough  to  admit  the  ready  pafling  of  the 
Hand,  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  lay  loofe 
in  it ;  but  her  Throws  were  fo  weak,  that 
they  could  not  force  the  Child  forwards.  At 
firft  I  ordered  her  fome  warm  Wine,  and  at 
the  fame  time  bid  her,  as  often  as  her  Pains 
feized  her,  to  endeavour  to  encreafe  them  by 
holding  her  Breath,  and  bearing  ftrongly 
down ;  but  as  fhe  was  very  timorous,  fhe 
would  not  purfue  my  directions :  on  the  con¬ 
trary  fhe  kept  her  Pains  back,  by  drawing 
in  her  breath  :  I  waited  for  fome  time ;  but 
could  not  find  the  Child  in  the  leaft  to  ad¬ 
vance.  I  then  palled  my  whole  Hand  into 
the  Vagina ,  and  fo  on  into  the  inner  Orifice, 
where  I  found  the  whole  Head  lying  difen- 
gaged  from  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ,  but  fome- 
what  too  forward  over  the  Os  Pubis .  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  make  her  Throws  ftronger,  by 
moving  my  Hand,  and  endeavouring  to  bring 
the  Head  forwards  •  but  finding  all  my  at¬ 
tempts  ineffectual,  I  at  length  thought  it  ad- 
vifable  to  turn  the  Child,  and  bring  it  away 
by  the  Feet*  for  as  the  Head  lay  loofe  and 
no  ways  engaged  between  the  bones,  I  could 
readily  move  it  backwards ;  and  fo  pafling 
my  Hand  beyond  it,  I  firft  met  with  an 
Arm,  and  next  the  Funis  Umbili calls :  after 
which  I  met  with  a  Knee  *  and  bending  my 
Finger  into  the  Ham,  I  drew  the  Knee  for¬ 
wards  to  the  Os  internum ,  and  then  difen- 
gaged  the  Leg  and  Foot,  and  brought  that 
Leg  into  the  Vagina .  I  again  palfed  up  my 
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Hand  in  fearch  of  the  other  Foot,  which  1 
readily  found,  and  drew  it  out  to  the  former, 
and  joining  both  together,  wrapt  a  foft  cloth 
about  them,  and  brought  the  Child  for¬ 
wards  :  but  when  I  had  brought  it  out  almoft 
to  the  Shoulders,  I  found  it  ftuck  a  little 
above;  wherefore  to  make  an  eafier  paffage, 
I  palTed  up  my  Hand,  and  brought  down 
one  Arm,  and  then  clapping  one  Hand  to 
the  Breall,  and  the  other  behind  above  the 
Shoulders,  I  drew  forwards,  and  the  Head 
followed  with  little  trouble.  I  found  the 
Funis  Umbilicalis  was  twilled  tight  twice 
about  the  Child's  Neck,  which  having  un¬ 
twilled,  I  palled  my  Hand  in  fearch  of  the 
Placenta ,  and  found  it  funk  down  to  the 
inner  Orifice,  and  quite  loofened  from  the 
Uterus .  This  I  judge  was  occalioned  by  the 
String's  being  twice  twilled  about  the  Neck, 
by  which  the  String  being  much  contracted,  as 
the  Child  came  forwards,  drew  the  Placenta 
fo  llrongly  after  it,  that  it  feparated  from 
the  Uterus ;  and  upon  my  firft  palling  my 
Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  I  found  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  extravafated  and  coagulated  blood, 
which  proceeded  from  the  reparation  of  the 
Placenta ;  for  the  mouths  of  the  VelTels  (be¬ 
fore  inofculated  into  the  Placenta)  were  kept 
open,  fo  long  as  the  Uterus  was  kept  ex¬ 
tended  by  the  Child,  and  Placenta  con¬ 
tained  in  it,  fo  that  then  they  poured  out 
the  blood  into  the  Uterus ,  which  upon  the 
exclufion  of  the  Child,  &c.  immediately  cor¬ 
rugates 
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rugates  and  contracts,  by  which  the  mouths 
of  the  Veflels  are  fo  prefled  together  that 
they  cannot  emit  the  blood.  This  Child 
was  born  dead,  which  I  judge  proceeded 
from  the  String’s  being  twifted  fo  tight 
about  the  Child’s  Neck,  and  the  Burthen’s 
being  loofened  from  the  Uterus. 


CASE  XCIX. 

A  ‘Delivery ,  the  Child  prefenting  with 
the  Head ,  but  clofely  engaged  between 
the  hones  of  the  Pelvis. 

T\ECEMBER  the  31ft,  1729.  I  was 
delired  to  afliffc  a  poor  Widow,  whofe 
husband  died  fix  months  before,  and  left 
her  with  Child  :  fhe,  as  I  was  informed,  had 
been  in  Labour  two  days,  but  her  Pains 
were  both  fhort  and  weak  ;  and  befides  as 
it  was  the  firft  time  of  her  being  in  Labour, 
fhe  had  been  ungovernable,  and  would  not 
aflift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down,  or  by  re¬ 
taining  her  breath,  when  her  Throws  came 
upon  her.  Upon  examination  I  found  the  Mem* 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  W aters  run  off,  and 
the  Top  of  the  Head  was  funk  low  into  the 
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Vagina,  and  clofely  prefs’d  within  the  bones 
of  the  Pelvis.  She  complained  of  great  pain 
backwards  towards  the  Return  whenever 
her  Pains  prefs'd  the  Head  forwards  :  I  told 
her  that  was  no  more  than  ufual  when  the 
Head  was  funk  fo  low,  and  encouraged  her, 
(by  promifing  a  fpeedy  Delivery)  to  bear 
ftrongly  down,  and  defired  her  to  retain  her 
Breath  as  often  as  her  Pains  urged  her,  and 
to  recover  it  flowly  when  they  went  off:  I 
now  perceived  the  back  part  of  the  Head  to 
lie  upon  and  prels  againft  the  Os  Pubis ;  fo 
I  palled  up  one  fide  of  my  Extractor  between 
them,  and  as  often  as  her  Pains  came,  I  af- 
fifted  in  bringing  the  Head  outwards,  by 
lifting  it  off  the  faid  bone,  and  drawing  it 
downwards,  lo  that  I  found  the  Head  by 
this  method  advanced  at  every  Pain,  and  in 
a  little  time  I  brought  it  out  beyond  the 
Labia ,  the  Shoulders  and  Body  readily  fol¬ 
lowed.  As  foon  as  I  had  brought  out  all 
the  Child,  I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make 
a  Ligature  upon  the  Navel  -  firing,  whilft  I 
at  the  fame  time  took  hold  of  it  above  with 
one  Hand,  and  palTed  my  other  to  the  Os 
internum  ;  which  I  found,  altho'  I  palTed  my 
Hand  fo  fpeedily,  much  contracted ;  fo  that 
I  could  not  readily  get  my  Hand  within  the 
Uterus ,  which  was  alfo  much  corrugated 
and  collapfed  ;  and  flri&ly  inclofing  the  Pla¬ 
centa ,  I  had  fome  difficulty  to  bring  it  out 
whole. 


This 
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This  ftiould  be  a  caution  to  Mid  wives 
and  others,  to  fetch  the  Placenta  as  foon  as 
the  Child  is  born  ;  and  I  have  been  often 
lent  for  to  fetch  it,  where  I  have  found  the 
difficulty  wholly  owing  to  a  neglect  of  not 
palling  the  Hand  and  fetching  it  early. 

This  Child  was  born  alive,  altho1  the  Head 
of  it  had  lain  many  hours  engaged  and 
prefs'd  between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis . 


CASE  C. 

A  delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
the  Head ,  hut  was  flopped  by  the 
hulk  of  the  Shoulders ,  and  a  loofe 
Membrane  placed  acrofs  the  Vagina, 
and  adhering  to  the  Jides. 

CfANUAR  T  the  5th,  1729-30.  I  was 
J  called  upon  by  one  Mr.  L — f  in  Bar- 
tholomew-Clofe ,  to  go  to  his  Wife,  whom  I 
had  promifed  to  attend  when- ever  fhe  fell 
in  Labour.  I  found  her  upon  my  coming* 
labouring  under  ftrong  Throws,  which  began 
about  two  days  before,  and  had  gradually 
increafed  :  Ihe  farther  told  me  that  fhe  found 

fome' 
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'  fomc  water  or  moifture  come  away  after 
every  Throw  ;  which  gave  me  reafon  to 
think  that  the  Membranes  were  broke : 
wherefore  I  immediately  Touch'd  her,  in 
hopes  that  I  might  have  been  able  to  judge 
how  the  Child  prefented.  Upon  palling  up 
one  Finger,  I  found  the  Paflage  Hopp'd 
up  by  a  loofe  Membrane,  which  I  at  firft 
thought  to  be  the  Uterus  prefs'd  forwards, 
and  thereupon  examined  it  in  every  part, 
to  find  out  the  Os  internum ;  but  to  my 
no  fmall  furprize,  I  could  not  find  any 
opening  or  hole  in  it,  only  in  one  part  I 
judged  it  to  be  thinner,  and  there  were  fome 
little  Protuberances  like  fmall  Uerrucce  grow¬ 
ing  to  it ;  it  clofely  adhered  on  every  fide 
to  the  inner  Coat  of  the  Uuginay  and  feemed 
to  expand  from  it,  fo  that  it  reprefented  a 
real  Hymen .  Upon  preflure  it  gave  way  lo 
much  that  I  could  perceive  the  Head  of  the 
Child  to  prefent,  which  lay  loofe  upon  the 
Os  internum .  After  fome  time  I  examined 
again,  and  found  things  as  before  \  only  upon 
preflure  againft  it  with  my  Finger  I  found 
fome  little  water  to  come  away,  but  could 
not  find  the  paflage  by  which  it  made  it's 
way ;  fome  time  after,  upon  the  third  eflay, 
I  found,  as  I  thought,  a  very  fmall  opening 
in  the  place  where  I  firft  obferved  a  thin- 
nefs,  and  upon  prelfing  the  end  of  my  Finger 
againft  it,  I  found  it  lo  far  give  way  as  to 
admit  the  end  of  that  Finger  *  and  prefling 
it  forward,  I  felt  the  Or  internum  Uteri  open, 

and 
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and  the  Head  of  the  Child  lying  loofe  againft 
it.  I  endeavoured  with  the  end  of  my  Finger 
to  dilate  the  opening,  and  at  length  was  able 
to  introduce  the  end  of  another  Finger,  and 
by  expanding  them  in  the  manner  of  a  Spe¬ 
culum  Matricis ,  I  fo  far  opened  it  as  to 
admit  a  third,  and  fo  a  fourth,  but  I  had  no 
fmall  difficulty  to  get  in  my  whole  Hand, 
which  I  judged  neceflary,  to  make  more 
way  for  the  Head  of  the  Child  to  pals,  in 
cafe  it  advanced  forwards.  This  expanfion 
of  the  inner  Coat  of  the  Vagina,  I  believe, 
proceeded  from  a  former  difficult  Labour, 
when  the  parts,  as  I  was  informed,  were 
much  tore,  and  from  a  negligent  manage¬ 
ment  afterwards  grew  together,  and  perhaps 
produced  this  Membrane,  which  was  much 
extended  by  the  end  of  the  Penis  forcing 
againft  it  in  the  a  St  of  copulation  ;  it  was 
formed  about  an  inch  and  half  within  the 
Vagina,  and  was  about  three  or  four  inches 
in  breadth  :  the  Os  internum  Uteri  lay  about 
an  inch  and  half  above  it,  and  wholly  dif- 
engaged  from  it,  fo  that  it  is  no  fmall  fur- 
prize  to  me  how  this  Woman  lhould  prove 
with  Child,  confidering  the  Membrane  was 
placed  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  Os  inter¬ 
num ,  and  was  wholly  difengaged,  as  I  before 
obferved,  from  it ;  belides,  the  Hole  in  it 
was  fo  very  fmall,  I  could  not  at  firft  find 
it,  although  I  examined  with  all  circum- 
fpe&ion.  But  to  return  :  the  poor  Woman 
complained  of  great  pain  upon  my  tearing  the 
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Membrane,  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  drew 
inwards,  and  her  Throws  flackned  :  I  there¬ 
fore  ordered  her  a  Carminative  Clyfter,  which, 
coming  away  foon  after,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
repeated,  and  likewife  a  Cordial  Draught 
with  a  Grain  and  half  of  Extraff.  Thebaicum 
diffolv'd  in  it ;  for  I  have  always  found 
Opiates  are  more  effectual  than  all  the  forcing 
Medicines  prefcrihed  by  Authors.  Things 
continued  in  this  Rate  "till  the  next  morning, 
when  I  ordered  the  Clyfter  to  be  repeated, 
in  hopes  that  1  might  by  the  means  of  the 
Clyfter  ftir  up  her  Throws  ;  which  had  in 
fome  meafure  the  defired  effed,  but  the  Head 
made  very  little  advance,  being  lodg’d 
upon  the  Os  Pubis ;  wherefore  I  pals'd  one 
fide  of  my  Extractor  between  the  Os  *Pubis 
and  the  Head  of  the  Child,  and  endeavoured 
to  lift  it  off  from  the  faid  bone,  and  draw  it 
forward  :  but  this  method  not  fucceeding,  I 
took  both  cheeks  of  my  Extra  Bor ,  and  paffing 
them  up  on  each  fide,  endeavoured  to  fix 
them  behind  each  Ear,  and  fo  to  draw  the 
Head  outwards ;  but  I  was  foiled  in  this 
attempt,  for  the  Head  giving  way  to  the 
preffure,  the  Inftrument  feveral  times  flipt 
off,  and  the  Head  retired  :  I  therefore  pafs'd 
up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and  fo  forwards 
into  the  Os  internum  and  Uterus  by  the  fide 
of  the  Head,  to  the  Neck  of  the  Child, 
when  it  was  fo  conftring'd  that  I  could  not 
carry  my  Hand  farther ;  and  upon  with¬ 
drawing  my  Hand,  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  was 
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protruded  before  the  Head  into  the  Fiiginay 
which  I  immediately  returned  back  beyond 
the  Head,  but  it  was  puftfd  out  again  at 
every  Throw  :  I  took  hold  of  it  betwixt  my 
Finger  and  Thumb,  to  examine  if  there 
was  any  puliation  in  it,  but  could  not  find 
any,  from  whence  I  concluded  the  Child  to 
be  dead  ;  and  as  the  Woman  grew  very 
weak,  and  her  pulfe  was  funk,  I  thought  ic 
advifable  immediately  to  attempt  the  bring¬ 
ing  away  the  Child.  I  therefore  pafled  up 
one  Hand  to  the  Head  of  the  Child,  and 
then  a  Hook  with  the  other  Hand,  taking 
care  to  turn  the  point  towards  the  infide  of 
my  Hand  before  pafled  up,  for  fear  of  hurt* 
ing  either  the  Vagina ,  Os  internum ,  or  Ute¬ 
rus.  I  then  endeavoured  to  fix  it  between 
the  Sutures ,  but  by  pulling,  both  the  Tegu¬ 
ments  and  Bones  gave  way,  and  made  a  large 
opening  in  the  Top  of  the  Head ;  where¬ 
upon  I  withdrew  the  Hook*  and  thruft  the 
ends  of  two  Fingers  into  the  opening,  in 
hopes  to  draw  forward  the  Head  by  taking 
hold  with  my  Hand,  but  I  could  not  bring 
it  forwards,  the  Child  flicking  above  at  the 
Shoulders :  I  therefore  pafled  up  the  Hook 
again,  and  fixed  it  under  the  Jaw,  and  at 
length  after  great  fatigue  found  it  to  ad¬ 
vance,  and  by  degrees  brought  out  the 
whole  Head ;  when  taking  hold  below  the 
Head  to  draw  out  the  Body,  I  found  it  flick 
at  the  Shoulders  \  and  although  I  pulled 
very  ftrongly,  I  could  not  find  that  the 
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Head  advanced  :  I  therefore  paffed  up  a 
Finger  into  one  Arm-pit,  and  drew  that 
Shoulder  forwards,  and  fo  the  other  in  the 
fame  manner;  which  done,  I  took  hold  again 
at  the  Neck,  and  drew  out  the  whole  Body  : 
the  Placenta  I  fetched  as  ufual.  I  ordered 
either  a  piece  of  fine  Holland  or  Cambrick 
rag  to  be  dipt  in  warm  01.  Hyperici ,  and  to 
be  often  applied  and  palfed  up  into  the  Va¬ 
gina ,  to  keep  the  parts  divided,  and  hinder 
their  uniting  again :  I  further  ordered  her  to 
take  the  following  Bolus  every  eight  hours. 

Lap.  Contrayerv.  Sperm.  Cet.  3i.  Ca - 
flow  gr.  v.  Syr.  Croc.  q.  j.  M.  f.  Bol . 

5?.  Aq.  Menth.  Rut.  Puleg.  Pceon.  comp. 
~Fa  gij.  I  in  Slur.  Caflor.  3ij.  Syr.  Croci 
gi.  M.  f.  Jalap,  de  quo  capiat  Cochl. 
iv.  pofl  fing .  Bol.  &  in  Languoribus . 
jipplicetur  Empl.  e  Galbano  Umbilico. 

I  faw  her  again  on  the  8th  of  January , 
when  file  had  little  or  no  Fever,  and  her 
pulfe  was  quiet  and  regular  :  fhe  told  me 
that  lhe  had  not  made  any  water  'till  that 
day,  but  then  file  made  water  twice  without 
any  pain  or  fmarting,  and  that  file  cleanfed 
very  regularly  ;  neither  did  file  complain  of 
any  pain,  forenefs,  or  fwelling  in  the  parts. 
I  ordered  her  to  continue  the  Bolus  night  and 
morning  for  two  days,  and  the  Oil,  as  before. 
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CASE  Cl 


A  'Delivery  of  Twins  where  the  fir  ft 
Child  came  right ,  hut  the  latter  with 


7  AN  XI A  R  T  the  nth,  172^-30.  I  was 
fent  for  about  fix  a'clock  in  the  morning 
to  a  Woman  in  Ship-yard.  I  was  informed 
by  the  Midwife  that  file  had  delivered  her 
of  One  Child  about  fix  hours  before,  and 
that  lhe  found  frefli  Membranes  thrufting 
forwards,  and  extended  by  the  Waters  con¬ 
tained  in  them,  but  file  could  not  reach  any 
part  of  the  Child,  and  that  her  Throws  went 
entirely  off  after  the  Birth  of  the  firft  Child. 
I  therefore  pafled  up  my  Hand  well  grealed 
into  the  Vagina ,  where  I  found  the  Mem¬ 
branes  extended  and  protruded  as  big  as  my 
fift,  beyond  the  Os  internum  into  the  Vagina . 
I  now  palTed  my  Hand  up  to  the  Os  Tinea?, 
which  I  found  dilated  wide  enough  to  admit 
it,  and  then  pafled  it  into  the  Uterus,  and 
found  the  Feet  of  the  Child  prefenting  * 
wherefore  I  thought  it  advilable  to  haften 
the  Delivery,  and  thereupon  endeavoured  to 
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break  the  Membranes  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  which  I  loon  effe&edr  and  getting 
my  Hand  within  them,  I  readily  met  with 
the  Feet,  and  drew  them  out  ;  and  then 
wrapping  a  warm  and  foft  cloth  about  the 
Legs,  I  foon  brought  the  Child  out  to  the 
Hips,  and  the  Body  and  Head  immediately 
followed.  It  proved  a  lufty  and  lively  Boy. 
The  firft  Child  was  born  dead,  which  I 
judged  to  have  been  fo  for  feme  days,  the 
Cuticula  being  feparated  and  peeled  off  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  Body.  I  then,  as  ufual, 
took  hold  of  both  the  Strings  with  one  Hand, 
and  palling  up  the  other  into  the  Uterus ,  I 
found  one  Placenta  adhering,  as  I  judged, 
partly  to  the  Uterus ,  and  partly  to  the  other 
(Placenta:  this  I  gently  feparated  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  brought  it  out;, 
this  Placenta  belonged  to  the  Child  firft  born. 
I  then  palTed  up  my  Hand  again,  in  fearch 
of  the  other,  which  I  alio  found  clofely  ad¬ 
hering  to  the  Uterus ;  but  feparating  it  as 
the  former,  I  likewife  brought  it  out  whole. 
This  Woman  was  under  terrible  apprehen- 
fions,  when  I  firft  came  to  her,  as  believing 
I  lhould  put  her  to  great  pain,  fo  that  it 
was  fome  time  before  Ihe  would  admit  me 
to  Touch  her;  but  after  I  had  finilh’d  my 
work,  Ihe  told  me  that  Ihe  had  not  under¬ 
went  half  the  pain  that  Ihe  fuffered  in  bring¬ 
ing  her  other  Child,  although  it  prefented 
right. 
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CASE  CII. 

A  t Delivery  ’where  the  Top  of  the  Head 
prefenting  Jluck  aga  'wjt  the  Os  Pubis. 

ON  the  fame  day  I  was  defired  to  go  to 
the  Seven  Stars  in  Holborn ,  near  the 
end  of  Chancery-Lane ;  upon  my  coming 
there,  I  was  told  by  the  Midwife*  that  the 
Membranes  were  broke  the  day  before,  but 
that  there  had  been  a  dribbling  Water  eyer 
flnce;  upon  Examination  I  found  the  Crown 
of  the  Head  preffed  very  forward,  and  the 
back  part  lodg'd  upon  and  againft  the  Os 
Qubis  \  her  pains  were  indifferent  ftrong,  but 
the  Head  could  not  advance  becaufe  of  it's 
fituation.  I  therefore  took  one  fide  of  my 
Extraffor,  and  palling  it  up  between  the  Os 
Qubts  and  the  Head  of  the  Child,  I  fix'd  it 
in  the  Nape  of  the  Child's  Neck,  and  then, 
by  lifting  the  Head  up,  and  drawing  it  for¬ 
wards,  I  brought  the  Crown  more  into  the 
back  part  of  the  Vagina  towards  the  Return , 
and  the  back  part  beyond  the  Os  ^Pubis ,  ad- 
vifing  the  Woman  to  afiift  at  every  pain,  by 
bearing  ftrongly  down,  which  contributed 
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very  much  to  the  advancing  of  the  Head  :  I 
then,  by  removing  the  Inftrument,  and  pla¬ 
cing  it  againft  the  fore  part  of  the  Head,  and 
by  gently  preffing  againft  it,  and  drawing 
downwards,  brought  the  Crown  oppofite  to 
the  Labiay  and  a  ftrong  Pain  or  two  fucceeding, 
I  foon  extricated  the  whole  Head,  and  then 
taking  hold  about  the  Ears,  I  pulled  in  a 
ftrait  Line,  and  the  Shoulders  and  Body 
readily  followed:  The  Child  furprized  the 
Mother,  and  all  that  were  prefent,  (they  be¬ 
lieving  it  to  be  dead,  fince  it  had  lain  fo  long 
lock’d  between  the  bones)  by  crying  very 
briskly.  I  then  fetch’d  the  Placenta  as 
ufuaL 


case  ciii. 


J  Delivery  where  the  Head  preferring 
was  clofely  lock’d  between  the  hones  of 
the  Pelvis,  and  could  not  he  brought 
out  without  great  difficulty. 


BETWEEN  three  and  four  o’clock  in 
the  Afternoon  of  the  aforefaid  day,  I 
was  fent  for  to  the  Blue  Ball  and  Bunch  of 
Grapes  in  the  back  fide  of  St.  Clement’s  •  I 


had 
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had  been  there  about  eleven  o’clock  that 
morning,  when,  upon  examination,  I  found 
the  Top  of  the  Head  prefenting,  but  lying 
high,  and  the  Os  tfincce  very  much  fpread 
and  loofe  :  As  the  Woman's  Pains  were  weak, 
and  long  intervals  between  them,  and  had 
at  the  fame  time  a  dribbling  Water,  which 
had  continued  above  twelve  hours,  I  only 
advis'd  Patience  for  the  prefent,  and  ordered 
a  Carminative  Clyfter,  and  a  Cordial  Draught, 
with  a  Grain  and  half  of  Extr.  ' Tbebaicum 
dilfolv'd  in  it ;  for  I  have  always  found 
Opiates  more  ferviceable  than  all  Medicines 
we  call  forcing.  I  promis'd  to  call  again, 
which  I  did  between  one  and  two,  and  was 
then  told  all  things  remain'd  as  I  left  them  : 
About  three  I  was  fent  for,  but  happen'd  to 
be  abroad  attending  upon  the  Woman  whole 
Cafe  I  laft  related  ;  but  I  came  foon  after, 
and  then  examined  again,  and  found  the 
Head  very  little  advanced,  but  ftill  clofely 
lock'd  between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ;  I 
therefore  took  one  fide  of  my  Extractor^  and 
paffing  it  between  the  Os  Pubis  and  Head  of 
the  Child  (taking  care  not  to  hurt  the  Os  in - 
termini)  I  endeavour'd  to  draw  the  Head  for¬ 
wards,  but  could  not  in  the  leaft  move  it ; 
and  as  her  Pulle  funk,  and  her  Spirits  flag'd,. 
I  thought  it  advileable  to  haften  her  Deli¬ 
very,  and  therefore  palling  both  fides  of  my 
Extractor  one  on  each  fide,  and  fixing  them 
near  the  Ears,  I  endeavour'd  to  draw  the 
Head  forwards,  but  was  foil'd  in  feveral 
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Eflays,  although  I  made  ufe  of  all  my 
Strength  ;  but  at  length,  after  great  Labour, 
1  happily  brought  it  out  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendt :  I  then  took  hold  of  it  on  each  fide 
about  the  Ears  and  drew  boldly  forwards, 
but  it  flicking  above  at  the  Shoulders,  I  had 
lome  difficulty  in  bringing  them  out;  the 
reft  of  the  Body  readily  follow'd  :  The  Pla¬ 
centa  I  brought  as  ufual,  but  the  Child  was 
dead,  which  I  judge  was  occafion'd  by  the 
difficulty  in  extra&ing  it;  though  I  have 
feveral  times  faved  the  lives  of  Children  al¬ 
though  the  Head  has  been  clofely  lock'd 
within  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis.  The  poor 
Woman's  fpirits  were  very  much  exhaufted 
by  the  great  pain  and  fatigue  which  flie  had 
undergone,  I  therefore  ordered  her  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Bolus  and  Julep. 

5^  Lap.  Contrayerv.  Sperm.  Cet.  Bu 
Cajlor.  Rujfl  pulv.  gr.  v.  Syr.  Croci  q.  s. 
M.  f  Bol.  fexta  quaque  hord  fumend. 
/uper bibend.  Cochl.  iv,  Julap.  Jequent . 

ty.  Aq.  Menthce.  *Puleg.  Pceon.  comp.  Ta  gij. 
Ttnttur.  Cajlor.  3ij.  Syr.  Croci  gi.  M. 
f.  Julap.  de  quo  cap.  Cochl .  iij.  vel  iv.  in 
Languoribus.  Applicetur  Empl.  e  Gal - 
bano  Umbilico. 

When  I  faw  her  the  next  day,  I  found  her 
pulfe  much  raifed,  and  fhe  had  very  little 
Fever  or  Thirft;  I  then  ordered  a  continu¬ 
ance 
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ancc  of  the  Bolus  and  Cordial  as  before,  and 
to  abftain  from  all  flefti,  and  to  live  upon 
Liquids :  I  ordered  01.  Hyperici  warm’d  to 
be  applied  to  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  inner 
parts  of  the  Vagina ,  by  dipping  a  fine  hol- 
land  rag  in  it,  and  putting  it  up  with  the 
end  of  a  Finger  into  the  Vagina. 


CASE  CIV. 


A  Delivery  where  the  Head  presented 
and  was  flopp’d  in  the  Faff  age  ^  with 
a  violent  Flux  of  blood  after  the 
Birth  of  the  Child . 


<jt  JNU ART  the  13th,  172^-30.  I  was 
J  fent  for  about  feven  o’clock  in  the  Even¬ 
ing  to  Fountain-Court  in  the  Strand \  upon 
enquiry  I  was  told  that  the  Woman  had  been 
in  Labour  forty-eight  hours,  that  her  Pains 
were  ftrong  and  forcing,  and  that  the  Head 
of  the  Child  lay  very  forward,  and  the  Mid¬ 
wife  expe&ed  it  would  have  been  protruded 
at  every  Throw,  but  yet  it  had  continued 
fix’d  for  fome  hours,  and  did  not  in  the  leaft 
advance ;  from  whence  I  judg’d  that  it  mu  ft 
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be  lock'd  between  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis  * 
I  therefore  immediately  pafs'd  up  two  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  found  the  Head  lying  very  for¬ 
ward,  as  I  was  before  inform'd,  the  fore  part 
lying  againft  the  back  part  of  the  Vagina^ 
and  the  hinder  part  lodg'd  upon  and  prefs’d 
againft  the  Os  Pubis  \  I  therefore  took  one 
fide  of  my  ExtraBor ,  and  pafs'd  it  up  between 
the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Head  of  the  Child,  and 
fixing  it  in  the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  I  lifted 
the  back  part  from  off  the  Os  Pubis ,  and 
drew  the  fore  and  upper  part  more  forward 
into  the  Vagina  Then  withdrew  my  In- 
ftrument  from  thence,  and  pafs’d  it  back¬ 
wards,  between  the  Retlum  and  the  fore 
part  of  the  Head,  and  fixing  it  near  the 
Fore-head,  I  brought  the  Crown  down  to 
the  Labia ,  and  after  four  or  five  Throws, 
fetch'd  out  the  whole  Head  beyond  them  ; 
and  then  taking  hold  on  both  fides  near  the 
Ears,  I  drew  forwards,  and  the  Shoulders, 
with  the  reft  of  the  Body,  readily  followed. 
I  now  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Liga¬ 
ture  upon  the  Navel-ftring,  whilft,  at  the 
fame  time,  I  took  hold  of  it  above  with  one 
Hand  ;  and  palling  up  the  other  to  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  I  found  it  clofely  adhered  to  the  Ute¬ 
rus  ;  wherefore  I  immediately  feparated  it 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  beginning  at 
that  part  where  it  moft  loofely  adhered;  and 
brought  it  away.  I  then  applied  a  couple  of 
warm  Clouts  to  the  outer  parts,  both  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  Cleanings,  and  to  defend  the  Uterus 

from 
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from  the  injuries  of  the  cold  air,  which  of¬ 
ten  occafions  troublefome  confequences ;  I 
then  ordered  her  to  be  laid  (trait,  with  her 
Legs  clofe,  and  to  keep  herfelf  very  quiet 
and  ftill ;  after  this  I  gave  her  fome  Nutmeg 
and  Sugar,  and  fix  or  eight  fpoohfuls  of  fack 
and  water,  a  piece  of  burnt  bread  being  firft 
foak’d  in  the  Water ;  as  I  ftaid  for  fome 
time,  I  often  enquired  if  fhe  found  any  large 
Difcharge  from  the  Uterus ,  her  anfvver  was, 
a  moderate  one ;  but  in  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  (he  was  feized  on  a  fudden  with  a 
general  trembling  and  (haking,  exa&ly  re- 
fembling  an  Ague  fit,  and  at  the  fame  time 
with  a  violent  Flooding,  which  I  judg’d  to 
proceed  from  the  Uterus  being  kept  diftended 
either  by  blood  extravafated  and  coagulated 
in  it,  or  fome  part  of  the  Placenta ,  or  the 
Membranes  left  behind:  I  therefore  pa(Ted 
up  the  two  Fore-fingers  of  my  left  Hand  in¬ 
to  the  Vagina ,  which  I  found,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  (lopp’d  up  with  large  Clots  of  blood, 
as  well  as  the  Os  internum ,  which  was  kept 
open  by  them  j  thefe  I  immediately  removed, 
and  applied  to  the  parts  a  foft  Cloth  dipped 
in  Vinegar  and  Water,  and  fqueez’d  a  little 
dry  ;  upon  this  the  Rigor  and  Flooding  gra¬ 
dually  went  off,  but  from  this  accident  and 
the  preceding  tedious  Labour,  her  Spirits 
were  very  much  funk,  and  (he  complain’d 
of  a  great  weaknefs,  anxiety  and  reftlefnefs, 
but  by  the  application  of  proper  remedies 
thefe  complaints  went  off :  The  Child,  con- 
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trary  to  all  their  Expedations,  was  born 
alive  and  well. 


CASE  CV. 

CPhe  Head  prefenting,  which  was 
flopp’d  in  the  pajfage  hy  the  Os  Sa¬ 
crum  being  bent  too  much  inwards. 


ANUART  the  16th,  1 72^-30.  The 
J  Husband  of  a  poor  Woman  in  Charter - 
houfe-Lane  came  to  me  about  ten  o’clock  at 
Night,  defiring  me  to  goto  his  Wife,  whom, 
he  faid,  I  had  been  with  about  two  years 
before :  I  was  told  by  the  Midwife  that  there 
had  been  a  very  full  Water,  which  gave  her 
encouragement  to  hope  that  the  Child  would 
have  followed  upon  the  burfting  of  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  but  that  lhe  found  herfelf  difap- 
pointed  in  her  expectations,  for  the  Mem>- 
branes  were  broke  feverai  Hours  before  I 
was  fent  for,  yet  the  Head  of  the  Child  ad¬ 
vanced  very  little  although  file  had  ftrong 
Pains,  being  flopp’d  between  the  Os  Pubis 
and  the  Os  Sacrum ,  which  was  bent  very 
much  inwards.  Upon  examination  I  found’ 
it  as  fhe  had  reprefented,  I  therefore  pafs’d 

up 
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up  my  Hand  as  far  as  I  could  backwards  be¬ 
tween  the  Head  of  the  Child  and  the  Os  Sa - 
crum ,  and  the  back  of  my  Hand  being  to¬ 
wards  the  Vertebra  of  the  Woman,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  prefs  back  the  Os  Coccygis  as  often 
as  the  Woman  had  any  Pains,  to  make  more 
way  for  the  Head  to  pafs  •  at  the  fame  time, 
with  the  infide  of  my  Fingers,  I  ftrove  to 
draw  the  Head  forwards,  by  drawing  my 
Fingers  outwards  as  the  Head  prefs’d  againft 
them;  but  as  the  Head  of  the  Child  was 
large,  and  the  diftance  between  the  Bones 
narrow,  I  could  not,  by  the  help  of  my 
Hand,  make  room  enough  for  the  Head  to 
pafs  through;  I  therefore  thought  it  advifa- 
ble  to  attempt  the  Delivery  by  the  help  of 
my  Extractor ,  which  I  parted  up  on  each 
fide,  and  fixed  it  near  the  Ears  :  I  had  now 
occafion  for  all  my  Strength,  and  after  feve- 
ral  effays  I  at  lafi:  brought  it  out  beyond  the 
Labia  Pudendi ,  and  then,  as  ufual,  I  drew 
out  the  remaining  parts,  and  the  Placenta . 
This  Child  was  born  alive,  but  died  loon 
after;  I  judg'd  it  was  wholly  owing  to  the 
difficulty  in  bringing  it  out,  which  was  oc~ 
carton'd  by  the  Straitnefs  of  the  Paffage. 
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CASE  CVI. 


A  ‘Delivery  like  the  former. 


r  - 

ANUj4RT  the  1 8th.  172^-30.  I  was 
fent  for  about  eleven  o'clock  co  a  poor 
Woman  in  Dean-Street  near  Holborn  ;  the 
Child  prefented  with  the  Crown  of  the  Head, 
but  the  Paflage  being  ftraitned  by  the  back 
bone  of  the  Mother,  which  was  bent  in¬ 
wards,  as  in  the  precedent  Cafe,  the  Head 
could  not  advance ;  although  Ihe  had  very 
ftrong  and  forcing  Pains,  it  remain’d  lock'd 
between  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis :  I  therefore 
purfued  the  fame  Method,  and  at  length  drew 
it  out,  but  mod  of  the  Bones  of  the  Skull 
were  very  much  loofened  and  feparated,  by 
the  great  Preffure  upon  them,  and  were  fo 
fqueezed  together,  that  I  was  forced  to  pals 
my  Inftrument  feveral  times,  the  Head 
giving  way,  and  the  Extraffor  flipping  off. 
The  Placenta  flicking,  I  was  obliged  to  pafs 
my  Hand  up  to  the  very  bottom  of  the 
Womb,  and  feparate  it  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  and  then  I  drew  it  out. 
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CASE  CVII. 

A  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus. 

AT  eleven  o’clock  of  the  night  afore¬ 
mentioned,  I  was  deftred  to  go  to 
Tottenham-Court  Road ,  to  the  Wife  of  a 
Carpenter ;  the  Midwife  had  brought  the 
Child,  but  by  pulling  too  rudely  fhe  had 
broke  the  String  off  near  to  the  Placenta:  It 
was,  at  leaf!,  an  hours  Ipace  between  her 
bringing  the  Child  away  and  my  coming ; 
I  therefore,  upon  palling  up  my  Hand, 
found  the  Os  Internum  very  much  contra&ed,, 
fo  that  I  could  not  readily  get  in  two  Fin¬ 
gers,  but  by  the  help  of  thofe,  I  fo  dilated 
it,  that  in  a  fhort  time,  I  was  able  to  pafs  in 
my  whole  Hand :  I  then  found  the  Placenta 
clofely  adhering  to  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  which 
I  endeavour’d  to  feparate  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers;  but  although  I  took  all  due 
care,  yet  I  could  bring  it  away  only  by 
Piece- meals,  and  was  at  laft  forced  to  leave 
fome  little  remains,  which  adhered  fo  clofely 
that  I  was  afraid  to  meddle  with  it,  for  fear 
of  hurting  the  inner  Coat  of  the  Uterus ,  which  - 
might  have  produced  an  Inflammation,  and 
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other  troublefome  and  dangerous  confe- 
quences  ;  and  fmall  remnants  of  the  Pla - 
centa ,  or  the  Membranes  come  away  gene¬ 
rally  with  the  Cleanfings. 


CASE  CVIII. 

A  ^Delivery  of  Twins ,  one  of  which 
prefented  with  a  Hand  before  the 
Head . 


cy  ANUART  aad,  171^9-30.  A  Watch- 
J  maker  in  New-Street  near  Fetter~Laney 
came  to  me,  and  defired  1  would  go  to  his 
Wife,  who  had  been  delivered  of  one  Child 
about  three  hours  before;  the  Midwife  told 
me  that  the  Child  lay  high,  and  that  a  Foot 
and  Arm  prefented,  but,  upon  paffing  up 
my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  I  found  the  upper 
part  of  the  Head  prefenting,  which  was 
prefs’d  between  the  Bones  that  form  the 
'PelvtS)  and  one  Hand  advanced  on  one  fide 
before  it  *  I  therefore  immediately  endea¬ 
voured  to  put  back  the  Hand  behind  the 
Head,  which  I  foon  effe&ed  by  thrufting  it 
upwards,  and  as  the  upper  part  of  the  Head 
lay  forwards,  and  the  Paffage  was  wide  enough 
to  admit  of  it's  paffing  through,  I  thought  it 
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advifable  to  leave  the  Work  to  Nature  and 
the  force  of  the  Woman's  Throws,  which 
were  ftrong,  contenting  myfelf  with  only- 
dilating  the  Paflage  with  my  Hand,  as  often 
as  her  Pains  came  upon  her,  which  Method 
had  fo  far  the  defired  effeft,  that  I  found  the 
Head  advanced  at  every  Throw,  and  in  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  it  was  wholly  protruded 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  the  Shoulders 
and  other  parts  readily  followed.  I  then 
made  a  Ligature,  about  two  inches  from  the 
Navel,  upon  the  Funis  Umbilicalis ,  and  di¬ 
vided  the  String  about  an  inch  above  the 
Ligature,  and  taking  hold  of  both  Strings 
with  one  Hand,  I  palfed  up  the  other  into 
the  Vagina ,  where  I  found  one  Placenta 
(there  being  two,  and  entirely  feparated)  in 
part  protruded  beyond  the  Os  internum ,  this 
I  brought  out,  which  was  the  Placenta  of  the 
Child  firft  born;  I  then  pafled  up  my  Hand 
again,  in  fearch  of  the  other,  which  I  found 
wholly  loofened  from  the  Uterus ,  fo  that  I 
readily  brought  it  away. 
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CASE  CIX. 

jhe  Placenta  left  after  the  mifcarriage 
of  a  Foetus  about  jive  months  old. 

ANUART  the  23d,  1725^-30.  A  Wo- 
:  man  came  to  me  about  feven  o’Clock  in 
the  Evening,  defiring  me  to  go  with  her  to 
a  Grocer's  Wife  in  Leather-Lane  near  Hoi - 
boryi'y  the  Woman  had  mifcarried  about  an 
hour  before  of  a  Foetus  of  about  five  Months 
old,  which  had  been  dead  for  fome  time, 
and  the  Navel  String,  being  both  very  fmall 
and  tender,  broke  by  the  Midwife’s  endea¬ 
vours  to  draw  out  the  Placenta .  Immediate¬ 
ly  upon  my  coming  I  pafs’d  up  the  two  Fore¬ 
fingers  of  my  left  Hand,  and  found  the  Pla¬ 
centa  in  part  protruded  out  of  the  Os  internum , 
and  flopping  up  the  fame  :  I  therefore  took 
hold  of  the  part  protruded  between  my  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  drew  it  gently  outwards,  by  which 
Method  the  part  remaining  in  the  Womb, 
and  which  flopp'd  up  the  Os  internum ,  readi¬ 
ly  followed,  and  the  Flooding  flopped.  This 
Woman  had  for  fome  days  laboured  under  a 
Fever  and  violent  Gough,  which  I  judg’d 
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occafion'd  the  death  of  the  Foetus,  and  the 
mifcarriage  afterwards. 


CASE  CX. 

A  Delivery  where  the  Head  prefented> 
which  picking  between  the  Bones  of 
the  Pelvis,  could  not  pafs. 

AT  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  after  the 
preceding  day,  two  Women  came  to 
me,  defiring  me  to  go  to  a  poor  Woman  in 
Cranburn-Alky  near  Leicefter-Fields ,  whom 
I  had  delivered  of  a  Child  about  fixteen 
Months  before,  and  as  fhe  now  was  again  in 
Labour,  my  affiftance  was  defired.  The 
Midwife,  upon  examination,  told  me,  that 
the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
run  off  feveral  hours  before,  that  her  Throws 
were  very  weak,  and  the  Head  of  the  Child 
had  made  no  advance:  I  therefore  imme¬ 
diately  touch’d  her,  and  found  the  upper 
part  of  the  Head  laying  above  the  Os  Pubis, 
and  prefs’d  both  again  ft  it  and  the  Os  Sa¬ 
crum,  and  the  Paffage  being  ftrait  it  could 
not  advance  farther  into  the  Vagina,  where¬ 
fore  I  pafs'd  up  both  fides  of  my  Extratfcr, 
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one  on  each  fide,,  and  fixed  them  upon  the 
OJfa  Par  let  alia ,  near  the  Ears ;  I  then  drew 
towards  me,,  defiling  the  poor  Woman  at 
the  fame  time  to  bear  ftrongly  down,  by 
which  means  I  very  foon  brought  out  the 
whole  Head  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and 
then  taking  hold  with  my  Hands,  I  drew  out 
the  whole  Body,  and  the  Placenta  readily 
followed.  The  Child  furprized  all  that  were 
prefent  by  it's  crying,  they  believing  it  to 
be  dead  :  the  Inftrument  had  made  a  flight 
impreffion  on  the  Head,  which  1  ordered  to 
be  embrocated  with  01.  Rofar.  which  Oil  I 
have  often  ufed  with  fuccefs  on  the  like  oc- 
cafion. 


CASE  CXI. 

A  Flooding  after  the  Child  and  the 
Placenta  were  brought  away . 


c^fANUART  the  27th,  1729-30.  I  was 
J  call'd  upon  to  go  to  JVhite-Fryars ,  on 
account  of  a  Flooding  after  the  Child  and 
Placenta  were  brought  away ;  I  found  the 
Woman  very  weak  and  low,  and  her  Pulfe 
very  languid.  I  examined  the  Placenta  and 

Mem- 


CASES  in  Midwifry.  i6p 

Membranes,  and  found  them  whole  ;  where¬ 
fore  I  judged  the  Flooding  to  proceed  from 
either  coagulated  bloody  or  fome  other  fub- 
flance  retain’d  in,  and  diftending  the  Uterus , 
by  which  the  Mouths  of  the  VelTels  before 
inofculated  into  the  Placenta ,  were  kept  open, 
and  confequently  they  poured  blood  into  the 
Uterus .  After  I  had  examined  her,  agree¬ 
able  to  my  opinion,  I  found  the  Vagina  in  a 
great  meafure  flopp’d  up  by  coagulated 
blood,  the  Os  internum  kept  open,  and^  the 
Uterus  fomewhat  diftended  by  the  fame :  I 
immediately  took  it  out  with  my  Hand,  and 
cleared  the  Paflage,  whereupon  the  Flood¬ 
ing  foon  flopp’d,  her  Pulfe  became  fuller 
and  ftronger,  and  lhe  recovered  her  Spirits. 

The  occafion  of  this  Flooding,  as  I  judge, 
was,  from  the  Placenta's  being  in  part,  if 
not  wholly,  feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  and 
it’s  having  been  retained  in  it  for  fome  time 
after  the  Child  had  been  born,  and  confe¬ 
quently  the  Uterus  could  not  fo  clofely  con- 
trad  itfelf^  as  to  flop  up  the  Mouths  of  the 
Veflels.  This  Cafe  Ihould  remind  all  per- 
lons  pradifing  Midwifry,  that,  as  foon  as 
the  Child  and  Placenta  are  brought  away, 

They  ftiould  repafs  their  Hand  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus ,  and  bring  away  all  Clots  of  blood,  or 
any  other  body  remaining  in  the  Womb, 
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CASE  CXIL 

A  f Delivery  where  the  upper  part  of 
the  Head  prefented ,  hut  was  flopp'd 
hy  the  Straitnefs  of  the  ‘Paffage . 

JfE  B  KU AR  T  the  3d,  172^-30.  I  was 
about  one  of  the  Clock  in  the  morning, 
fetched  by  three  Women  to  a  poor  Woman 
living  in  Little  tfurn-Stile,  Holborn ,  who 
had  been  leveral  hours  in  Labour,  and  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run 
off  fome  time  before  :  The  Crown  prefented, 
and  although  her  Throws  were  ftrong  and 
forcing,  yet  the  Head  did  not  advance,  but 
was  flopp'd  by  the  narrownels  of  the  Paf- 
fage  between  the  Os  Sacrum  and  Pubis:  I 
pafs’d  up  my  Hand,  well  greas'd,  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  found  the  Os  internum  fpread 
wide,  and  opened  fufficiently  to  let  the  Head 
pafs ;  as  it  was  prefs'd  upon  the  Os  fubis^  I 
pufh'd  it  gently  backwards,  by  which  I  made 
way  to  get  my  Hand  further  into  the  Womb, 
where  I  foon  met  with  the  Feet,  which  I 
drew  out  beyond  the  Os  internum \  and  as 
the  Feet  were  drawn  outwards  the  Head 
was  drawn  inwards  \  in  drawing  out  the 

Feet 
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Feet  ftill  farther,  one  of  them  flipt  out  of  my 
Hand,  but  I  brought  the  other  beyond  the 
Labia  Pudendi ,  and  then  wrapp’d  a  loft  Cloth 
about  it,  and  held  it  with  one  Hand,  whilft: 

I  pafs'd  up  my  other  into  the  Vagina  in  fearch 
of  the  Foot  I  had  loft,  but  I  could  not  meet 
with  it,  it  being  flipp'd  far  back  into  the 
Uterus.  I  therefore  drew  forwards  the  Foot 
and  Leg  before  brought  out,  and  the  But¬ 
tocks  readily  advanced,  which  I  likewife 
brought  out,  and  then  foon  extricated  the 
other  Leg  ;  upon  which,  I  took  hold  above 
the  Hips,  and  drew  the  Child  out  as  far  as 
the  Shoulders,  when,  finding  that  it  ftuck 
above,  to  make  a  freer  paflage,  I  firft  brought 
down  one  Arm,  and  afterwards  the  other  :  I 
now  clapp'd,  as  ufual,  one  Hand  to  the 
Breaft,  and  took  hold  with  the  other  behind,, 
above  the  Shoulders,  and  endeavoured  to 
draw  out  the  Head ;  but  that  flicking,  I 
pafs’d  up  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth  of  the 
Child,  and  by  prefling  upon  the  lower  Jaw, 
and  pulling  at  the  fame  time  in  a  ftrait  line 
at  the  Shoulders,  in  a  little  fpace  of  time  I 
brought  out  the  whole  Head.  I  took  hold 
of  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  with  one  Hand,  and- 
pafled  up  the  other  into  the  Vagina ,  where  I 
found  the  Placenta  partly  protruded  beyond 
the  Os  internum ,  and  wholly  loofened  from 
the  Uterus ,  fo  that  I  readily  and  quickly 
brought  it  out.  The  Child  at  firft  feem’d  to 
be  dead,  but  by  proper  applications  foon 
recovered  and  cryed  briskly,  which  furprized 
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all  that  were  in  the  room,  they  believing  it 
to  have  been  dead,  as  it  had  lain  fo  long  in 
the  Paffage. 


CASE  CXIIL 

A  ‘Delivery  of  three  Children ,  and  the 
After-Burthens  left  behind . 


TfEBRU ART  the  6th,  17^-30.  I  was 
^  fent  for  about  five  of  the  Clock  in  the 
Afternoon  to  Batterfea ,  to  a  Waterman's 
Wife,  who  had  been  delivered  of  three 
Children  about  three  a'clock  the  preceding 
morning,  but  the  Midwife  had  left  the  After- 
Burthens,  having  broke  off  two  of  the  Strings ; 
fhe  not  knowing  how  to  pafs  her  Hand  to 
fetch  them,  and  being  call'd  away  to  another 
Woman*  had  left  her  in  this  condition  :  an¬ 
other  Midwife  was  fent  for,  but  fhe  would 
not  attempt  the  bringing  them  away,  fear¬ 
ing  the  poor  Woman  Ihould  die,  and  her 
death  be  laid  at  her  door  ;  fo  that  when  I 
came  I  found  the  Woman  in  the  agonies  of 
Death,  her  whole  mafs  of  blood  being  drain'd 
away  by  the  continual  Flooding,  occafion'd 
by  the  Wombs  being  kept  diftended  by  the 

After- 
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After-Burthens  retain'd  in  the  Uterus ,  and 
flopping  up  in  lome  meafure  the  Os  inter - 
mm:  finding  the  Burthens  partly  protruded 
into  the  Vagina ,  I  immediately  brought  them 
out,  and  clear'd  the  Womb  of  all  the  Clods 
of  extravafated  Blood,  upon  which  the  Flood¬ 
ing  flopped;  but  the  poor  Woman's  blood 
and  Spirits  were  fo  much  exhaufled  before, 
that  fhe  expired  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after¬ 
wards  ;  fb  that  this  Woman  fell  a  Sacrifice 
to  the  ignorance  of  one  Midwife,  and  the 
timidity  of  the  other,  for  had  the  Burdens 
been  brought  away  at  firft,  before  fhe  had 
loft  fo  much  blood,  fhe  had  been  in  no  dan¬ 
ger  of  dying.  They  had  fent  for  one  Dr. 

. . -  at - ,  who,  inflead  of  advi- 

fing  them  to  fetch  the  Burthens  away,  or 
coming  himfelf  to  do  it,  had  fent  forcing 
Medicines,  which  would  of  confequence  en- 
creafe  the  Flooding,  and  fo  haftened  her 
Death.  The  three  Children  were  all  born 
alive  and  well. 
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CASE  CXIV 


A  ^Delivery  where  the  Funis  Umbili- 


calis 


the 


Head ,  which  was  lock’d  between  the 


JJEBRUviRT' the  7th,  172^-30.  I  was 
fent  for  to  a  Woman  in  Denmar\.~Courty 
the  Wife  of  a  Stay-maker,  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  Evening.  She  had  been  in 
ftrong  Labour  part  of  the  preceding  night, 
and  all  that  day,  and  the  Funis  Umbilicalis 
was  flipp’d  down  into  the  Paflage  before  the 
Midwife  could  feel  any  part  of  the  Child ; 
She  endeavour’d,  as  Ihe  told  me,  to  return 
and  keep  it  up,  but  it  fell  down  again  at 
every  Throw :  When  I  came,  I  found  the 
upper  part  of  the  Head  funk  low  into  the 
Vagina ,  with  part  of  the  Navel  String  dou¬ 
bled  before  it,  and  the  Head,  about  the 
Temples,  clofe  lock’d  between  the  bones ; 
the  Child  had  lain  feveral  hours  in  this  Pofl- 
ture,  and,  notwithftanding  her  Throws,  had 
not  made  the  leaft  advance  :  I  concluded  the 
Child  was  dead,  fince  the  Navel  String  had 
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lain  fo  long  prefs’d  between  the  Head  of  the 
Child  and  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis ;  there¬ 
upon  I  pa{fed  up  one  Side  of  my  Extradidr , 
between  the  Head  of  the  Child  and  the  Os 
Pubisy  and  endeavoured,  by  lifting  it  off  the 
faid  bone,  and  drawing  it  forwards,  (at  the 
fame  time  I  advifed  the  Woman  to  bear 
ftrongly  down)  to  bring  it  both  backwards 
and  outwards,  which  fo  far  fucceeded  to  my 
wifh,  that  I  foon  brought  the  upper  and 
back  part  of  the  Head  without  the  Labia 
jP udendiy  and  then,  taking  hold  on  each  fide, 
I  drew  out  the  remainder  of  the  Head  ;  the 
Shoulders  being  large,  I  had  fome  trou¬ 
ble  in  bringing  them  out,  but  by  taking  hold 
of  the  Childs  Head  on  each  fide,  near  the 
Ears,  and  pulling  boldly,  they,  as  well  as 
the  reft  of  the  Body,  foon  followed,  but  the 
Placenta  adhered  very  clofely  to  the  Uterus , 
fo  that  I  was  forced  to  feparate  it  on  all  fides 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  taking  great 
care  not  to  hurt  the  Uterus  with  my  Nails ; 
to  which  a  particular  regard  ftiould  be  al¬ 
ways  had,  for  if  the  Womb  fhould  be  hurt, 
an  inflammation,  or  other  bad  confequences, 
might  enfue.  Had  I  been  fent  for  early, 
before  the  Navel  String  was  cold,  and  the 
circulation  of  the  blood  in  it,  not  impeded 
by  the  preffure,  I  might,  very  probably, 
have  faved  the  life  of  the  Child,  either  by 
returning  it  up  beyond  the  Head,  and  there 
retaining  it ;  or,  if  that  could  not  have  been 
effected,  by  turning  the  Child,  and  bringing 
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it  by  the  Feet;  for  I  lay  it  down  for  a  {land¬ 
ing  rule,  that  if  you  cannot  return  the  Navel 
String,  and  there  retain  it,  you  ought,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  to  turn  the  Child,  although 
it  prefents  with  the  Head,  and  bring  it  by 
the  Feet;  unlefs  it  is  funk  very  low  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  that  a  few  Pains  will  protrude 
it  ;  and  then,  indeed,  if  the  Umbilical  Vef- 
fels  are  not  fo  prefs'd  as  to  impede  the  circu¬ 
lation  of  the  blood  in  them,  the  Child  may 
be  faved  ;  but  if  it  lies  high,  and  the  Navel 
String  comes  out  at  every  Throw,  you 
certainly  ought,  whatever  part  prefents, 
immediately  to  turn  it,  and  bring  it  by  the 
Feet,  otherwife  you  very  much  endanger 
the  life  of  the  Child. 
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CASE  XV, 

,  A  Flooding. 

pEBRU^RV  the  <?th,  17^-30.  I  was 
fent  for  about  five  in  the  morning  to  a 
poor  Woman,  the  Wife  of  a  Coal  Carrier, 
in  Salisbury -Street ;  Ihe  was  in  the  eighth 
month  of  her  Reckoning,  and  was  feiz'd 
with  a  violent  Flooding  about  one  or  two 

that 
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that  morning,  without  pain  ;  when  I  came 
I  found  her  very  much  difpirited,  her  Pulfe 
low  and  weak,  and  the  Flooding  continuing, 
from  whence  I  judged  the  Placenta  to  be 
either  in  part  or  wholly  feparated  from  the 
Uterus  :  I  therefore  pafs'd  up  my  two  Fore¬ 
fingers  of  one  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  where 
I  found  the  Uterus  fomewhat  funk  down, 
the  Os  internum  opened  wide  enough  to  ad¬ 
mit  the,ends  of  three  Fingers,  and  fome  foft 
body;  this  induced  me  to  pafs  my  whole 
Hand,  when  I  more  diftinftly  perceiv'd  the 
(Placenta  lying  juft  within  and  oppofite  to 
the  Os  internum.  I  introduced  my  Hand  in 
this  manner  ;  firft  I  endeavoured  to  dilate  the 
Os  internum  with  my  three  Fingers  pals'd 
into  it,  and  fpread  wide  in  the  manner  of  a 
Speculum  Matricis ,  and  fo  far  dilated  it  as  to 
get  in  my  fourth  Finger,  and  afterwards  my 
Thumb,  and  laftly  my  whole  Hand,  with 
which  I  put  the  Placenta  on  one  fide,  and 
palling  my  Hand  beyond  it,  found  the  Child 
inclofed  in  it's  Membranes,  and  floating  in 
the  Waters  ;  I  tore  the  Membranes  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  at  the  fame  time 
palling  my  Hand  within  them,  I  firft  met 
with  one  of  the  Child's  Arms,  and  then  the 
Head,  which  I  pafs'd  by,  in  fearch  of  the 
Feet,  and  I  foon  met  with  one  of  them, 
which  I  drew  towards  me  beyond  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum  ;  I  then  repafs’d  my  Hand  to  fearch 
for  the  other,  which  I  found  bent  upwards 
towards  the  Child's  Belly :  I  therefore  took 

hold 
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hold  of  the  Foot  before  brought  down,  and 
drawing  it  towards  me,  the  Hips  readily 
follow’d,  as  alfo  the  reft  of  the  Body  and 
Head ;  and  when  I  pafs'd  my  Hand  in  learch  . 
of  the  Qlacenta ,  I  found  it  wholly  feparated 
from  the  Uterus ,  and  protruded  into  the  Va- 
\  gina ,  fo  that  I  readily  brought  it  away, 
whereupon  the  Flooding  foon  flopp'd,  and 
the  poor  Woman  recovered  her  Spirits.  The 
Child,  at  firft,  was  thought  to  be  dead,  but 
by  rubbing  it  before  the  Fire  it  feemingly 
revived,  and  in  a  little  while  cried  out,  but 
died  about  ten  o'clock  that  Morning.  Where 
the  Child  is  fmall,  as  in  the  precedent  Cafe, 
and  the  Paffage  wide,  if  you  have  brought 
out  one  Foot  and  Leg,  and  the  other  is  bent 
upwards,  towards  the  Child's  Belly,  you 
need  not  be  follicitous  about  bringing  that 
out,  for  by  gently  drawing  the  Leg  brought 
down,  the  Hips  will  advance  and  come  for¬ 
wards,  as  if  it  came  with  the  Buttocks  fore- 
moft,  efpecially  if  the  Woman  allifts  by 
bearing  ftrongly  down  at  the  fame  time  that 
you  draw  the  Leg.  I  cannot  implicitly  ac- 
ceed  to  the  opinion  of  moft  writers  in  Mid- 
wifry,  which  is,  that  the  Placenta  always 
adheres  to  the  Fundus  Uteriy  for  in  this,  as 
well  as  many  former  inftances,  I  have  good 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  fometimes  adheres 
to  or  near  the  Os  internum ,  and  that  the 
opening  of  it  occafions  a  reparation,  and  con- 
fequently  a  Flooding. 
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CASE  CXVI. 

A  Flooding. 

JCEBRUART  the  2jth,  1729-30.  I  was 
fent  for  to  the  Wife  of  a  Lawyer  in  But¬ 
cher-Row  ,  who  judged  herfelf  to  be  about  fix 
weeks  fhort  of  her  Reckoning,  {he  had  been 
feized  fome  days  before  with  a  Flooding 
without  pain,  which  had  been  flopped  by 
lome  applications,  but  had  return'd  two  or 
three  times,  and  on  the  day  above  written 
ftie  had  a  relapfe  with  greater  violence, 
which  was  the  occafion  of  my  being  fent  for ; 
but  it  was  fomewhat  flopp'd  at  the  time  of 
my  coming:  wherefore  I  ordered  her  an 
aftringent  opiate  draught  to  be  taken  imme¬ 
diately,  and  an  aftringent  mixture  to  be  taken 
two  or  three  fpoonfuls  every  two  or  three 
hours,  advifing  her  to  keep  her  Bed  and  lay 
very  ftill.  Her  pulle  was  low  and  languid, 
and  I  ordered,  in  cafe  of  a  relapfe,  that  they 
Ihould  give  me  early  notice.  Next  day, 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  I  call'd 
again,  when  I  was  told  fhe  had  not  the  leafl: 
return  of  her  Flooding,  fo  I  advifed  her  to 
continue  to  take  the  fame  Medicines ;  but 
about  two  hours  after  a  Woman  met  me  in 
the  Street,  and  told  me  {he  had  relapfed  ;  I 
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thereupon  told  her,  that  the  only  way  to 
lave  her  life  muft  be  by  a  lpeedy  Delivery, 
and  about  ten  o'clock  that  night  her  husband 
with  the  Midwife  came  to  me,  to  defire  me 
to  go  immediately  with  them  ,  as  foon  as  I 
came,  I  examined  her  Pulfe,  which  I  found 
very  low,  and  her  Spirits  very  much  dejeft- 
ed,  being  under  ftrong  apprehenfions  of  dy¬ 
ing  ;  I  therefore  endeavour'd  to  encourage 
her,  telling  her,  that  the  only^way  to  fave 
her  life  would  be  by  a  fpeedy  delivery;  and 
thereupon  I  pafs'd  up  the  two  Fore-fingers  of 
my  left  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  which  I  found 
in  fome  meafure  flopp'd  up  with  coagulated 
blood,  this  I  removed,  and  then  being  able 
to  touch  the  Or  internum ,  I  found  it  dilated 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  ends  of  three  or 
four  Fingers,  which  I  palled  into  it,  and  by 
fpreading  them  endeavoured  to  dilate  it: 
this  had  fo  far  the  defired  effed,  that  I 
made  way  to  pafs  in  my  whole  Hand, 
the  firft  thing  I  met  with,  was  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  which  I  found  clofely  adhering  round 
the  Os  internum  of  the  Uterus ,  which, 
amongfl  many  other  inftances,  is  a  Proof 
that  the  Placenta  is  not  always  fix'd  to  the 
bottom  of  the  Uterus ,  according  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  writers  in  Midwifry  :  it's  adhe¬ 
ring  to  the  Os  internum ,  was,  in  my  opinion, 
the  occafion  of  the  Flooding,  for  as  the  Os 
internum  was  gradually  dilated,  the  Placenta 
at  the  fame  time  was  feparated,  from  whence 
proceeded  the  effufion  of  blood.  I  endea¬ 
vour'd 
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vour'd  to  pafs  my  Hand  by  it,  or  through 
it,  to  come  to  the  Membranes  which  con¬ 
tain'd  the  Water  and  the  Child,  as  loon  as  I 
could  reach  the  Membranes,  I  ftrove  to  tear 
them  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  which 
done,  I  palTed  my  Hand  within  them,  and 
found  the  Child  floating  in  the  Waters,  and 
very  readily  and  eafily  got  hold  of  the  Feet, 
which  I  brought  down  into  the  Vagina  ;  but 
finding  the  Toes  turned  towards  the  Wo¬ 
man's  Belly,  I  gradually,  as  I  brought  the 
Legs  forwards,  turned  the  Toes  backwards, 
and  when  I  had  brought  out  the  Hips,  I 
wrapp'd  a  foft  and  warm  Cloth  about  them, 
and  pulling  gently,  the  Body  and  Head  readi¬ 
ly  followed.  I  then  palFed  up  my  Hand  as 
ufual  in  fearchof  the  Placenta ,  which  I  found 
protruded  into  the  Vagina ,  and  eafily  brought 
it  away.  The  Child  was,  contrary  to  the 
Mother's  expe&ation,  born  alive.  I  ordered 
her  a  Cordial  Bolus  to  be  taken  every  fix 
hours,  and  four  Spoonfuls  of  a  Julap  after  it, 
and  an  Enipl  e  Galbano  to  be  applied  to  her 
Navel ;  the  next  day  I  found  her  pulle  much 
ftronger,  without  any  fever,  I  then  advifed 
the  fame  Medicines  to  be  cnotinued,  but  to 
be  taken  at  a  greater  diftance  of  time,  viz. 
every  twelve  hours ;  and  calling  again  the 
next  day,  I  found  her  as  well  as  1  could 
either  expeft  or  wifh,  and  as  fhe  grew  weary 
of  Medicines,  I  advifed  a  foft  agglutinating 
Diet,  by  which  file  daily  recovered  her  Spi¬ 
rits  and  Strength. 
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CASE  CXVII. 

A  ^Delivery  where  the  Head  Jluck  in 
the  cPaJfage ,  and  the  Os  internum 
prefsd  downwards  before  it,  the 
Head  was  fo  clofely  environ  d  by  the 
Os  internum,  that  it  could  not  pafs 
beyond  it. 

TU!  ARCH  the  24th,  1 722-30.  I  was  fent 
for  to  the  Wife  of  a  Carpenter  in  Red- 
Lion-Street  ;  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  run  off,  and  {he  had  been  in  La¬ 
bour  about  forty-eight  hours ;  the  Child’s 
Head  was  funk  low  into  the  Vagina ,  and  the 
Os  internum  preffed  down  before  it/  but  was 
not  dilated  wide  enough  to  admit  it's  palling 
through,  fo  that  at  every  Throw  it  was  con- 
traded  clofe  about  the  upper  part  of  the 
Head.  I  endeavoured  by  palling  up  two 
Fingers  to  dilate  it  with  the  ends  of  them,  by 
ftretching  them  apart,  and  by  this  Method  I 
dilated  it  wide  enough  for  the  Head  to  have 
pafs’d  :  As  this  was  the  firft  time  of  her  be¬ 
ing  in  Labour,  Ihe  was  not  to  be  governed, 
nor  did  Ihe  make  the  beft  advantage  of  her 
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Throws,  by  bearing  ftrongly  down  when 
they  feized  her ;  and  the  Head  lying  for¬ 
wards  over  the  Os  Pubis,  and  clofely  preffed 
between  the  Bones,  I  thought  it  advifable  to 
pafs  up  one  fide  of  my  Extraffor  over  the 
Os  Pubis ,  between  the  Uterus  and  the  Head 
of  the  Child,  and  fixing  it  in  the  Nape  of 
the  Neck,  I  endeavoured  to  lift  the  Head 
off  from  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  to  draw  it  for¬ 
wards,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  Woman 
to  affift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down  ;  by  this 
Method  I  found  the  upper  and  back  part  of 
the  Head  gradually  to  come  forwards  and 
fink  lower  toward  the  Labiay  and  by  degrees 
brought  it  all  out;  I  then  took  hold  about 
the  Ears,  and  by  gently  pulling,  drew  out 
the  Shoulders,  the  reft  of  the  Body  readily 
followed.  I  now  ordered  the  Midwife  to 
make  a  Ligature  on  the  Funis  Umbilicalis , 
whilft  I  took  hold  with  one  hand  on  the 
String,  and  paffed  up  the  other  through  the 
Fag  in  a  into  the  Uterus ,  where  I  found  the 
Placenta  adhering  clofely  to  it ;  this  I  gently 
feparated  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and 
brought  it  out  whole.  It  proved  a  lufty 
boy,  and  furprized  all  that  were  prefent  by 
it's  crying  out  very  briskly,  they  believing 
it  to  have  been  dead  for  lome  time  paft,  fince 
it  had  lain  fo  long  and  clofely  preffed  in  the 
Paffage :  as  the  back  part  of  the  Head  was 
fomewhat  bruifed  by  the  preffure  of  the  In- 
ftrument  againft  it,  I  ordered  it  to  be  embro¬ 
cated  with  Oil  of  Roles  as  long  as  the  Tu- 
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mour  remained  ;  this  Medicine  I  have  often 
found  effe&ual  upon  fuch  like  accidents, 
and  the  Enchymofis  and  Swelling  to  difap- 
pear  in  a  few  days. 


CASE  CXVIII. 


{ The  ‘Delivery  of  a  Foetus  of  about  fix 
Months,  occafioned  by  a  precedent 


APRIL  the  i ft,  1730.  I  was  fent  for  to 
**  a  poor  Woman  in  Knave’ j- Acre,  the 
Wife  of  a  Smith,  lhe  was  about  fix  Months 
gone  with  Child,  and  had  been  feiz’d  with  a 
Flooding  fome  days  before,  for  which  her 
Midwife  had,  not  long  before,  come  to  con- 
fult  me,  when  I  ordered  an  aftringent  mix¬ 
ture  to  be  taken  three  or  four  Spoonfuls  now 
and  then,  and  a  quieting  aftringent  draught 
to  be  taken  at  night,  which  I  ordered  to  be 
continued  every  night,  in  cafe  her  Flooding 
did  not  ftop,  with  orders  to  give  me  an  account 
of  her  the  next  day,  at  the  fame  time  telling 
the  Midwife,  that,  in  cafe  it  continued,  the 
only  means  left  to  fave  her  life,  was  to  deli¬ 
ver  her;  but  as  the  Method  I  ordered  had, 
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in  fome  meafure,  the  defired  effeft  for  the 
prefent,  I  heard  nothing  farther  for  two  or 
three  days ;  but  her  Flooding  returning  again, 
her  husband  came  to  me,  and  defired  I  would 
go  to  her,  which  accordingly  I  did,  and  up¬ 
on  examination  found  the  Os  internum  not 
dilated  enough  to  admit  the  end  of  one  Fin¬ 
ger,  and  not  eafily  to  be  dilated,  wherefore 
I  advifed  a  Repetition  of  the  Medicines  be¬ 
fore  prefcribed,  and  on  the  next  day  he 
called  again  to  tell  me,  that  the  draining 
continued,  but  was  not  fo  violent ;  however, 
as  lhe  became  weaker,  he  defired  I  would 
fee  her ;  I  then  found  the  Os  internum  as  it 
was  the  precedent  day,  and  as  I  could  not 
dilate  it  with  my  Fingers,  I  advifed  a  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Mixture  and  Draught ;  on 
the  third  day  the  Midwife  fent  me  word, 
that  the  draining  continued,  but  that  the  Os 
internum  was  dilated  fomewhat  more  than 
the  precedent  day,  which  gave  me  encou¬ 
ragement  to  hope  that  I  might  dilate  it  wide 
enough  to  pafs  my  Hand  and  bring  the  Foe¬ 
tus.  Upon  my  Touching,  I  found  an  open¬ 
ing  large  enough  to  admit  the  end  of  three 
Fingers,  wherefore  I  endeavour'd  to  dilate  it 
with  my  Fingers,  and  ftretching  them  wide 
from  each  other,  I  got  in  my  Thumb,  and 
afterwards  my  whole  Hand :  The  firft  thing 
I  met  with  was  part  of  the  Placenta  feparated 
from  the  Uterus ,  and  palling  my  hand  by  it, 

I  felt  the  Child  enclofed  in  the  Membranes, 
and  floating  in  the  Waters :  I  readily  broke 
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the  Membranes  with  my  Fingers,  and  palling 
my  Hand  within  them,  foon  met  with  a  Leg, 
which  I  drew  out,  and  taking  hold  of  it 
with  a  loft  Cloth,  1  gently  pull'd  towards 
me,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  Woman  to 
affift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down,  and  by  this 
method  I  prefently  drew  out  the  Foetus  whole 
and  entire ;  I  was  indeed  afraid,  as  it  was 
very  tender,  that  the  Limbs  would  have 
feparated  from  the  Body.  The  Placenta 
readily  followed,  being  before,  in  part,  if 
not  wholly,  feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  the 
Flooding  flopp'd  immediately  upon  the  De¬ 
livery. 


CASE  CXIX. 

A  Placenta  left  adhering  to  the  Uterus 
after  the  Birth  of  the  Child . 


APRIL  the  7th,  1730.  I  was  defired  to 
go  to  a  Woman  in  the  tfemple,  who  had 
been  for  fome  time  in  Labour,  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke  feveral  hours  before,  but 
the  Waters  continued  dribling  and  gulhing 
away  at  every  Throw  :  upon  Touching,  I 
found  the  Child  prefenting  right,  with  the 
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upper  part  of  the  Head  foremoft,  but  lying 
high  in  the  Paflage  •  and  as  her  Throws  were 
weak,  the  Head  did  not  in  the  leaft  advance ; 
1  therefore  advifed  Patience,  and  only  order¬ 
ed  a  Clyfter  and  an  Opiate  draught  after  it, 
which  I  have  always  found  more  effectual 
than  any  of  the  Medicines  call'd  forcing ; 
her  Pulfe  was  ftrong,  and  her  Spirits  good. 
1  farther  allured  her,  that  when  the  Water 
flopp'd  running,  her  Throws  would  come 
ftronger  and  quicker  ;  it  fo  far  anfwered  my 
Prognoftick,  that  the  Midwife  delivered  her 
of  the  Child  about  ten  of  the  Clock  that 
Night,  but  was  foiled  in  her  endeavours  to 
bring  away  the  Placenta ;  wherefore  I  was 
again  fent  for :  upon  paffing  up  one  Hand 
(whilft  I  at  the  fame  time  twifted  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis  twice  round  the  two  Fore-fingers 
of  my  other)  I  found  the  Placenta  partly 
fallen  down  upon  the  Os  internum ,  and  in 
part  it  clofely  adhered  to  the  Fundus  Uteri ; 
I  endeavoured  to  loolen  it  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers,  beginning  at  that  part  where  it 
adhered  leaft ;  yet,  after  much  pains  and 
trouble,  I  could  only  bring  it  by  Piece-meals, 
it  adhered  fo  ftrongly  to  the  Uterus  ;  and  at 
laft  fome  fmall  remains  were  left,  which  I 
judge  to  be  of  much  lefs  danger  than  tearing 
or  hurting  the  Uterus  with  the  ends  of  the 
Nails  ;  for  in  the  firft  Cafe  the  remains  ge¬ 
nerally  come  away  with  the  Cleanfings;  but 
in  the  latter,  great  pain,  inflammations,  or 
other  worfe  confequences  often  enfue. 
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CASE  CXX. 

A  Flooding. 


ACPRIL  the  8th,  1730.  one  Mrs.  Good- 
'**  ing ,  a  Midwife,  came  to  me  about  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  defired  me  to 
go  with  her  to  the  Wife  of  a  Carrier,  who 
had  been  fix  or  feven  days  before  feized  on 
a  fudden  with  a  violent  Flooding,  but  by 
the  Ufe  of  fome  Remedies  it  was  flopp'd  for 
the  prefent,  which  encouraged  her  to  ven¬ 
ture  to  travel  in  the  Waggon  with  her  Huf- 
band ;  Ihe  was  about  feven  Months  gone 
with  Child,  and  was  again  feized  about  two 
or  three  of  the  Clock  in  the  morning,  and 
had  loft  a  very  large  quantity  of  blood  ;  fo 
that  when  I  came,  I  found  her  extreamly  low 
and  weak ;  I  could  not  difcern  either  pulia¬ 
tion  or  vibration  in  the  Arteries  \  fhe  had  no 
fenfe  or  motion,  and  a  general  coldnefs  all 
over  her  body,  with  clammy  cold  fweats,  fo 
that  every  thing  threatned  her  diflolution  : 
but  as  Ihe  ftill  breath'd  (which  was  the  only 
remaining  fign  of  life)  I  was  of  opinion  that 
an  immediate  Delivery  ought  to  be  attempted, 
for  certain  Death  muft  have  been  the  confe- 
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quence,  had  it  been  deferr’d  any  longer,  and 
certainly,  in  luch  deplorable  Cafes,  a  doubt¬ 
ful  attempt  is  better  than  none,  efpecially  as 
we  have  often  found  perfons  that  have  reco¬ 
vered,  and  that  were  fnatch'd  out  of  the  Jaws 
of  a  feeming  approaching  Death,  by  a  lpeedy 
Delivery.  I  therefore  gave  my  Opinion  to 
her  Husband  and  others  prefent,  that  fhe 
fhould  be  inftantly  delivered,  whereupon 
the  whole  conduct  was  left  to  me :  I  there¬ 
fore  immediately  paffed  up  my  Hand  into 
the  Vagina  to  the  Os  internum ,  which  I  found 
dilated  wide  enough  to  admit  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  which  I  paffed  into  it.  and  by 
moving  and  ftretching  them  one  from  the 
other,  endeavoured  to  dilate  it  wide  enough 
to  pafs  in  my  whole  Hand,  which,  by  this 
Method,  I  foon  effe&ed  :  The  firft  thing  I 
met  with  was  the  Placenta ,  which,  upon  my 
firft  paffing  my  Hand,  I  found  partly  pro¬ 
truded  out  beyond  the  opening  of  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum  ;  this  I  put  afide  with  my  Fingers, 
and  paffing  my  Hand  farther  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus  ,  I  met  with  the  Membranes  extended  with 
the  Waters,  and  the  Child  floating  in  them  ; 

I  broke  the  Membranes,  and  paffing  my 
Hand  at  the  fame  inftant  within  them,  I  foon 
met  with  the  Child's  Feet,  both  which  I 
brought  out,  and  the  Body  readily  followed, 
but  the  Head  ftuck  above,  being  flopp'd  by 
the  Os  internum ,  which  was  then  not  enough 
dilated  to  let  it  pafs  through  ;  I  was  forced 
to  thruft  up  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  between 
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the  Os  internum  and  the  Head  of  the  Child, 
by  which  it  was  fo  far  dilated,  as  to  make 
way  for  the  Head  to  be  brought  out.  The 
‘ Placenta ,  being  before  loofened  from  the 
Uterus ,  readily  followed.  I  ordered  her 
a  cordial  Bolus  and  Julep,  and  a  Galba - 
mini  plaifter  for  her  Belly  ;  and  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  proper  Medicines  fhe  fo  far  reco¬ 
ver'd,  as  to  be  able  to  be  foon  carried  to  her 
own  home,  which  was  about  forty  miles 
diftance. 


CASE  cxxr. 

A  Flooding . 


APRIL  the  117th,  1730.  I  was  fent  for 
^  near  to  the  Faulcon  in  Southwark,  to  a 
very  poor  Woman  afflifted  with  a  Flooding, 
as  in  the  former  Cafe;  Ihe  was  reduced  very 
low,  having  loft  a  large  quantity  of  blood 
before  I  came  that  morning ;  ftie  had  little 
or  no  pain,  and  was  very  near  her  Reckon¬ 
ing,  and  there  had  been  a  draining  for  fome 
days  before  :  I  therefore  gave  it  as  my  opi¬ 
nion,  that  her  Delivery  ought  not  to  be  de- 
ferx'd,  and  as  both  herfelf  and  Husband  left 

it 
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it  wholly  "to  my  Judgment,  I  immediately 
pafled  up  two  Fore-fingers  into  the  Vagina , 
which  I  found  choak’d  up  with  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  coagulated  blood ;  this  I  removed, 
and  then  palling  my  Hand  farther  to  the  Os 
internum,  I  found  it  opened  wide  enough  to 
admit  the  ends  of  four  Fingers,  and  part  of 
the  placenta  lay  oppofite  to  the  opening :  I 
therefore  endeavoured  to  dilate  the  Os  Tincce 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  ftretching  them 
wide  from  one  another,  by  which  Method  I 
foon  made  way  to  pafs  my  whole  Hand  into 
the  Uterus ,  where  I  fir  ft  met  with  the  Pla¬ 
centa  feparated  from  the  Uterus  ;  this  I  put 
a  fide  with  my  Fingers,  and  then  found  the 
Child  floating  in  the  Waters,  and  the  Mem¬ 
branes  whole,  thefe  I  broke  by  prefling  them 
between  my  Fingers,  and  at  the  fame  inftant 
thruft  my  Hand  forwards  into  the  opening 
between  them  and  the  Child,  and  as  the  Wa¬ 
ters  were  not  run  off  before,  I  readily  met 
with  the  Feet,  which  I  drew  towards  me, 
and  brought  them  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pu¬ 
denda ,  and  wrapping  a  foft  Cloth  about  them, 
I  took  hold,  and  drew  it  out  to  the  Hips, 
and  fo  on  to  the  Shoulders  ;  but  as  it  ftuck 
above  at  the  Shoulders,  and  the  Os  Sacrum 
of  the  Mother  being  bent  very  much  inwards, 
by  which  the  Paffage  was  much  ftraiteifd  ;  I 
firft  brought  down  (to  make  more  way)  both 
the  Arms  \  and  then,  as  ufual,  clapping  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  taking  hold  with 
the  other  above  the  Shoulders,  I  endeavour'd 
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to  bring  the  Child  out,  by  pulling  boldly  in 
a  ftrait  line  ;  however,  as  the  Head  aid  not 
readily  follow,  I  was  forced  to  pafs  up  the 
ends  of  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth  of  the 
Child,  and  prefs  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  at  the 
fame  time  I  pulled  behind  at  the  Shoulders,, 
and  foon  extricated  the  Head  ;  the  Placenta 
readily  followed,  being  before  wholly  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Uterus .  The  Flooding  im¬ 
mediately  flopp'd  after  the  Delivery  of  the 
Child  and  bringing  away  of  the  Placenta ,, 
and  the  poor  Woman  began  to  recover. 


CASE  CXXIL 

A  i Delivery  where  the  Arm  prefented 
and  was  funk  low  into  the  Vagina. 


gjjP  RIL  the  2pth,  1730.  I  was  call’d  up 
at  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  the 
Wife  of  a  Journeyman  Taylor  in  Horton - 
Street  \  I  found  one  Arm  of  the  Child  pro¬ 
truded  into  the  Vagina ,  and  the  Shoulder 
fticking  in,  and  clofely  prefs'd  by  the  Os 
• Tinece  •  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the 
Waters  run  off  about  three  hours  before.  I 
endeavoured  to  return  back  the  Arm  into  the 
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Uterus,  but  it  was  fo  lock'd  in  at  the  Shoul¬ 
der  that  I  could  not  move  it,  and  therefore  I 
pafs’d  my  Hand  up  to  the  Shoulder,  and 
ftrove  to  Aide  it  into  the  Uterus,  which,  with 
fome  Difficulty,  I  at  length  effe&ed  :  The 
firft  part  I  met  with  was  the  Mouth,  the 
Child’s  Head  lying  bent  fideways  upon  the 
Breaft :  I  endeavoured  to  move  the  Head 
that  I  might  get  my  Hand  farther  up  to  reach 
the  Feet,  but  could  not  flir  it,  and  as  the  Os 
Tincce  was  fo  flopp’d  up,  I  had  no  fmall 
difficulty  in  palling  my  Hand  beyond  the 
Head  :  The  firft  part  I  next  met  with  was 
an  Arm  ;  palling  which,  I  thruft  my  Hand 
forwards  by  the  Body  of  the  Child,  fo  far  as 
to  reach  the  Knee,  and  putting  my  Finger 
bent  into  the  Ham,  I  drew  it  outwards,  and 
as  that  advanced,  the  Body,  Head,  Shoulder 
and  Arm  were  drawn  inwards ;  when  I  had 
brought  the  Foot  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi , 
I  found  the  other  Leg  bent  upwards  towards 
the  Child's  Belly  ;  but  as  the  Child  was  final! 
and  it  not  being  the  firft  time  of  the  Wo¬ 
man's  being  delivered,  I  was  not  much  folli- 
citous  about  bringing  that  Leg  down,  becaufe 
the  Child  will  as  readily  pals  as  if  it  had  been 
born  with  the  Breech  foremoft  :  I  therefore 
took  hold,  with  a  foft  Cloth,  of  the  Leg  al¬ 
ready  brought  out,  and  drew  gently  towards 
me,  at  the  lame  time  adviling  the  Woman  to 
bear  ftrongly  down*  and  by  this  Method  I 
found  the  Leg  came  forwards,  and  the  Flips 
fink  down,  which  I  foon  brought  out,  and 

then 
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then  taking  hold  with  the  Cloth  above  them, 
I  drew  out  the  Body  and  Shoulders ;  the 
Head  readily  follow'd  :  but  afterwards,  find¬ 
ing  the  c. Placenta  adhered  to  the  Uterus ,  I 
leparated  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers, 
and  brought  it  away.  The  Child  was  born 
dead,  which  was  occafioned  by  it's  fo  long 
lying  in  that  uneafy  pofture. 


CASE  CXXIIL 


where 

with  the  Os  Sacrum  foremoft. 


the  <pth,  1730.  The  Daughter  of 


1  A  Mrs.  H - sy  a  Midwife  at  Lambeth - 

Marjhy  came  to  me  about  four  o'clock  in 
the  Afternoon,  to  go  and  affift  her  Mother 
in  a  Delivery  :  I  found  when  I  came,  that  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  gone 
off,  and  that  the  Os  internum  which 

was  dilated  wide  enough  to  admit  my  Hand  ;  I 
paHed  it  within  the  Os  internum ,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  prels  the  Hips  upwards,  that  I 
might  pals  my  Hand  farther  into  the  Uterus 
in  fearch  of  the  Feet,  which  I  foon  found  by 
flipping  my  Hand  up  by  the  Hip  ;  and  ha¬ 
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ving  got  hold  ot  one  Foot,  I  carefully  brought 
it  to  the  Os  internum ,  and  then  fearch’d  for 
the  other,  which  I  readily  met  with  and 
brought  it  down  to  the  firft  Foot.  I  then 
took  hold  of  both,  and  drew  them  forwards 
to  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  where  one  of  them 
flipp’d  out  of  my  Hand;  the  other  I  brought 
out,  and  taking  hold  about  the  Ankle  with 
a  foft  Cloth,  I  drew  towards  me,  in  hope 
that  the  Foot  I  had  loft  would  have  flipp’d 
out ;  but  as  it  ftuck  in  the  PafTage,  I  palled 
up  my  Fingers*  and  fetch'd  it  down  :  then, 
joining  them  together,  I  wrapp'd  a  foft  Cloth 
about  them,  and  drew  them  in  a  ftrait  line 
outwards,  but  as  the  Toes  were  turn’d  to¬ 
wards  the  Mother’s  Belly,  I  endeavoured,  as 
I  drew  forwards,  to  turn  them  towards  the 
Os  Sacrum  ;  however,  as  this  was  the  firft 
time  of  the  Woman’s  being  delivered,  her 
PafTage  ftrait,  and  the  Child  large,  I  had  no 
little  difficulty  to  do  it:  When  I  had  brought 
the  Child  out  beyond  the  Hips,  I  took  hold 
above  them,  and  drew  the  Body  forwards, 
at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  Woman,  as  I 
did  before,  to  bear  ftrongly  down,  which  is 
a  great  affiftance  to  the  Operator ;  but  find¬ 
ing  it  ftuck  above,  when  I  had  brought  it 
out  almoft  to  the  Shoulders,  to  make  more 
way,  I  flipp'd  up  my  Hand,  and  brought 
down  firft  one  Arm,  and  then  the  other,  and 
afterwards,  as  ufual,  I  dapp'd  one  Hand 
to  the  Breaft,  partly  to  fupport,  and  partly 
to  aflift  in  bringing  the  Head  forwards,  and 

took. 
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took  hold  with  my  other  Hand  behind  above 
the  Shoulders :  I  then,  by  gently  pulling, 
endeavoured  to  bring  out  the  Head,  but  as  it 
did  not  readily  follow,  I  was  forced  to  pafs 
up  the  ends  of  two  Fingers,  which  I  put  in¬ 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Child,  and  prefting  on 
the  lower  Jaw,  at  the  fame  time  that  I  pulled 
behind  at  the  Shoulders,  I  in  a  Ihort  time 
extricated  the  whole  Head.  The  Funis  Um - 
biBcalis  was  twice  twifted  round  tight  about 
the  Child’s  Neck  :  The  Placenta  I  brought 
away  without  any  difficulty,  for  it  readily 
followed  the  Child  ;  which  was  born  alive, 
but  died  foon  after.  It's  Death  might  bejuftly 
attributed  to  the  Navel-String's  being  twifted 
fo  tight  twice  round  the  Neck  of  the  Child, 
and  to  the  ftraitnefs  of  the  Paffage,  which 
occafion'd  no  fmall  difficulty  in  bringing  it 
out,  and  likewife  to  it's  having  lain  fo  long 
in  that  uneafy  pofture  before  I  came  and  re¬ 
moved  it ;  and  very  uneafy  it's  pofture  muft 
have  been,  for  the  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  the  Waters,  had  run  off  near  two  days 
before. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXXIV. 

The  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus. 


j A  AT  the  M  6th,  1730.  I  was  fent  for 
about  feven  o'clock  in  the  Evening,  to 

a  Gentlewoman  the  Wife  of  Mr.  M - k ,  a 

Counfellor :  The  Midwife,  about  half  an 
hour  before  I  came,  had  delivered  her  of  a 
Child,  but  was  foiled  in  bringing  away  the 
Placenta^  for  the  Os  internum  contracting 
immediately  after  Delivery,  and  the  middle 
part  of  the  Placenta  lying  flat  and  oppofite 
to  the  Opening,  it  could  not  readily  come 
away ;  and  as  it  was  wholly  feparated  from 
the  Uterus ,  by  remaining  in  it,  the  Uterus  was 
fo  far  kept  diftended  that  the  Mouths  of  the 
YeflTds  before  inofculated  into  the  Placenta , 
continually  poured  out  the  blood  brought  by 
them  into  the  Womb,  and  of  confequence  a 
great  Flooding  enfued  :  I  found  the  Patient 
had  loft  a  large  quantity  of  blood  before  1 
came  to  her,  and  was  now  ready  to  faint 
away,  whereupon  I  immediately  took  hold 
of  the  String  with  one  Hand,  and  paffed  up 
the  other  by  it  into  the  Uaginay  which  was 

(1  q  flopp'd 
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Hopp’d  up  with  coagulated  blood  ;  this  I  re¬ 
moved,  and  then  paffed  up  my  Hand  fur¬ 
ther  to  the  inner  Orifice,  where  I  found  the 
Placenta  funk  down,  and  lying  againft  it$ 
but  as  that  was  much  contrafted  (which  is 
ufual  as  foon  as  the  Child  is  protruded)  and 
the  flat  part  of  the  Placenta  lay  oppofite  to  it, 

I  could  not  fetch  it  by  barely  pulling  the 
String,  fo  was  forced  to  get  my  Fingers  be¬ 
yond  the  Placenta  into  the  Womb,  and  by 
turning  it  fideways,  and  then  drawing  for¬ 
wards,  I  foon  brought  it  away,  and  the 
Flooding  in  a  fhort  time  Hopp'd.  Had  the 
Midwife  as  foon  as  the  Child  was  delivered 
pafs’d  up  her  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and  took 
hold  of  the  String  near  the  Placenta ,  Hie 
might  very  readily  and  eafily  have  brought  it 
away  :  Although  it  was  above  half  an  hour 
after  the  Child  was  born,  Hie  had  neither 
feparated  the  Child  from  the  Placenta ,  nor 
made  a  Ligature  upon  the  Navel-String 
which,  in  my  judgment,  very  much  endan¬ 
gered  the  life  of  the  Child  ;  becaufe  the  Ar¬ 
teries  which  return  the  blood  to  the  Placenta 
before  the  birth,  if  a  Ligature  is  not  made 
upon  them,  continually  carry  the  blood  back 
to  the  Placenta ,  which,  when  feparated  from 
the  Uterus ,  cannot  convey  the  blood  back 
again  by  the  Veins  to  the  Infant  for  its 
nourifhment,  fo  that  in  this  cafe  the  Child’s 
blood  is  exhaufled  in  the  fame  manner,  as 
when  the  Navel-flring  is  divided,  or  when 
too  flack  a  Ligature  is  made  upon  it  ;  for  in 

either 
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either  of  thefe  cafes  the  effufion  will  be  fo 
great,  that  it  will  go  near  to"  kill  the  Child, 
which  has  fometimes  happened  through  care* 
lefnefs  or  want  of  skill  in  making  the  Liga¬ 
ture. 
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CASE  CXXV. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 

with  both  Feet  and  one  Hand . 

•* 

ABOUT  ten  o’clock  the  fame  night  I 
was  fent  for  to  Snow-Hill ,  to  a  poor 
Woman,  whofe  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  run  off  fome  time  before,  and 
the  Child  was  funk  low  into  the  Vagina ,  both 
'  Feet  and  one  Hand  being  protruded  out  of 
the  Os  internum ;  and  the  Waters  being  run 
off,  her  Pains  wholly  left  her.  Upon  paffing 
up  my  Hand  I  firft  met  with  one  Hand 
of  the  Child,  and  then  a  Foot,  which  I 
drew  out,  and  palling  up  my  Hand  a  lecond 
time,  I  met  with  the  other  Foot,  which  I  alfo 
brought  out,  and  taking  hold  of  both  beet 
with  a  foft  Cloth  I  drew  forwards,  taking 
care  at  the  fame  time  to  turn  the  Toes  back¬ 
ward  towards  the  Os  Sacrum>  which,  when 
firft  brought  out,  were  turned  towards  the 

Os  Alibis :  when  I  got  the  Hips  out,  I  took 

Q_q  a  hold 
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hold  above  them,  and  drew  forwards,  but  as 
I  found  the  Child  ftuck  above  at  the  Head, 
I  therefore,  to  make  more  way,  pafled  up  one 
Hand,  and  brought  down  firlt  one  Arm,  and 
afterwards  the  other ;  and  then,  as  ufual, 
clapping  one  Hand  flat  under  the  Breaft,  and 
the  other  behind  upon  the  Shoulders,  I  drew 
the  Head  gently  forwards,  which  follow'd 
with  little  trouble,  as  did  the  Placenta.  The 
Child  had  been  dead  for  fome  time,  which 
appeared  very  plainly  from  the  Skin's  being 
feparated  and  peel'd  off  in  feveral  parts  both 
of  the  Body  and  Limbs. 
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CASE  CXXVI. 

One  Hand  lying  in  the  Vagina,  and 
the  Navel-firing  hanging  out  between 
the  Labia  Pudendi. 


\/lAT the  2 1 ft,  1730.  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
poor  Woman  in  Hollis- Street,  Clare - 
Market ,  whom  I  had  delivered  about  two 
years  before  :  At  this  time  fhe  had  neglected 
fending  early  enough  becaufe  of  her  Poverty, 
fo  that  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the 
Waters  run  off*  many  hours  before  I  came; 

her 
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her  Throws  were  quite  gone  off,  and  the 
NaveFftring  was  flipp’d  down  fo  great  a 
length,  that  it  hung  out  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi,  with  one  Hand  protruded  out  of 
the  Os  internum ,  and  lying  in  the  Vagina. 

I  immediately  paffed  up  my  Hand  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  with  fome  difficulty  return'd 
the  Arm  and  Hand  back  into  the  Uterus  be¬ 
yond  the  Head,  and  I  likewife  endeavoured 
to  put  back  the  Funis  Umbilicalis ,  but  could 
not  effed  it :  as  it  had  no  Pulfation,  and  had 
been  flipp'd  down  for  feveral  hours,  and  was 
cold,  it  gave  me  no  fmall  afliirance  that  the 
Child  was  dead,  fo  I  was  the  lefs  follicitous 
about  returning  it*  and  therefore  endea¬ 
voured  to  pafs  my  Hand  by  the  Head,  which 
lay  crofs  and  on  one  fide  within  the  Uterusy 
in  fearch  of  the  Feet;  I  found  one  Foot  ly¬ 
ing  clofe  to  the  fide  of  the  Head  ;  this  I  took 
hold  of,  and  brought  out  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
fo  on  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi :  I  pafled  up 
my  Hand  again  in  fearch  of  the  other  Foot, 
which  I  found  bent  upwards  towards  the 
Child's  Belly  ;  whereupon  I  wrapp'd  a  foft 
Cloth  about  the  Leg  before  brought  out,  and 
pull'd  gently  and  in  a  ftrait  line,  at  the  fame 
time  advifing  the  Woman  to  aflift  by  bear¬ 
ing  ftrongly  down,  by  which  means  the  Hips 
advanced,  and  funk  fo  low  into  the  Vagin  a  y 
that  I  was  able  to  pafs  my  Finger  into  the 
Groin  of  that  Leg  which  remained  above 
within  the  Uterusy  and  by  prefling  my  Fin¬ 
ger  there,  and  at  the  fame  time  drawing  for¬ 
wards 
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wards  the  Leg,  I  foon  brought  the  Child  out 
beyond  the  Hips,  and  fo  on  almoft  to  the 
Shoulders;  but  finding  it  fluck  above,  to 
make  more  way,  I  brought  down  the  Arms, 
and  then,  according  to  my  ufual  Method, 
clapping  one  Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the 
other  behind  above  the  Shoulders,  I  imme¬ 
diately  brought  out  the  Head.  Upon  palling 
up  my  Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta ,  I 
found  it  wholly  loofened  from  the  Uterus , 
and  partly  fallen  down  beyond  the  Os  inter¬ 
num  into  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  it  came  away 
without  any  trouble.  Had  I  been  fent  for  at 
the  firft  falling  down  of  the  Hand  and  Arm, 
and  the  flipping  down  of  the  Funis  Umbilica - 
lisy  and  before  the  Waters  were  wholly  run 
off,  or  the  Uterus  was  fo  clofely  contra&ed 
about  the  Child,  I  might  have  perform’d  my 
office  much  more  eafily  and  readily  ;  for 
whilft  the  Uterus  is  kept  expanded  by  the 
Waters  contain’d  in  it,  the  Child  may  be  more 
eafily  turn’d  and  brought  away,  and  the  re¬ 
maining  Waters  in  coming  away  aflift  by 
lubricating  the  parts  ;  whereas,  if  they  are 
run  off  before,  the  parts  become  dry  :  it 
therefore  becomes  Midwives,  where  they  find 
any  difficulty,  to  fend  for  afliftance  early, 
before  matters  are  come  to  an  extremity, 
which  would  very  much  redound  to  their 
Reputation,  and  the  fafety  of  many  Women, 
but  more  Children. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXXVII. 

A  Placenta  left,  and  the  Funis  Umbi- 

licalis  broke  °jf- 

JUfAV  the  apth,  1730.  I  was  call'd  up 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  to 
go  to  a  poor  Woman  in  St.  Giles's ;  but  be¬ 
fore  I  got  there  the  Child  was  born,  and  the 
Midwife  in  endeavouring  to  bring  away  the 
Placenta,  by  too  rudely  pulling  the  String, 
had  broke  it  off  clofe  to  the  Placenta .  Im¬ 
mediately  I  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  into  the 
Vagina ,  which  I  found  choak’d  up  with 
coagulated  blood  ;  this  I  removed,  and  then 
palling  my  Hand  forwards,  I  found  the  Os 
Vine#  very  much  contracted,  and  the  Pla¬ 
centa  lying  wholly  within  the  Womb,  from 
whence  I  concluded  that  it  adhered  in  lome 
part  ;  I  therefore  endeavour'd  to  get  my  Hand 
within  the  Womb,  which  with  fome  diffi¬ 
culty  I  effeded,  where  I  found  the  Placenta 
clofely  adhering,  which  put  me  under  a 
neceffity  of  palling  my  Fingers  between  it 
and  the  Uterus ,  in  order  to  feparate  or  peel  it 
from  the  Uterus ,  like  as  Dough  from  a  Board, 
beginning  at  that  part  where  it  ftuck  leaft ; 
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but  as  it  adhered  very  clofely,  I  was  forced 
to  thruft  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  into  it,  and 
to  bring  it  away  by  Piece-meals,  and  was 
at  laft  obliged  to  leave  fome  fmall  remnants, 
which  adhered  fo  very  clofe  to  the  Uterus , 
that  I  could  not  remove  them  without  danger 
of  hurting  the  Womb,  which  might  have 
occafion’d  an  Inflammation,  and  other  very 
ill  confequences  *  fo  that  of  two  evils  I  was 
willing  to  fhun  the  greater,  for  generally 
thofe  remnants  come  away,  without  any  great 
trouble,  with  the  Cleanfings. 


CASE  CXXVIII. 


A  Delivery  where  the  Child  came 
Footling ,  and  where  the  whole  Body 
was  protruded >  the  Head  Jli eking  in 
the  Vagina  and  the  Placenta  adhering 
to  the  Uterus. 


A the  30th,  1730.  A  Woman  came  to 
**  me,  defiring  me  to  go  to  Hanover-Tard 
near  St.  Giles*  s-Poand,  to  a  poor  Woman  the 
Wife  of  a  Bricklayer,  whole  Membranes 
were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off  lome 
time  before  :  Upon  the  breaking  of  the  Mem¬ 
branes, 
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branes,  the  Child's  Feet  prefented  fir  ft,  and 
when  I  came,  all  but  the  Head  was  pro¬ 
truded  beyond  the  Labia  Padendi ,  but  that 
ftuck  above,  although  the  Midwife  had  pul¬ 
led  lo  ftrongly,  that  ftie  had  near  feparated 
the  Body  from  the  Head.  The  occafion  of 
the  Child's  being  flopp'd  at  the  Head,  was, 
as  I  judged,  from  the  Face  being  turn'd  up¬ 
ward  towards  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  the  Chin's 
falling  over  the  faid  bone  :  The  Midwife  be¬ 
ing  ignorant  did  not  take  care  to  turn  it 
towards  the  Spine  of  the  Mother  as  the  Body 
advanced ;  I  therefore  immediately  pafs'd 
up  one  Hand  to  the  Head,  and  endeavour'd 
to  move  the  Head  off  the  Os  Pubis ,  and 
preis  it  more  backwards  into  the  Vagina , 
which  fo  far  fucceeded  to  my  Wilh,  that  by 
gently  pulling  at  the  Shoulders,  I  brought 
it  out  in  a  minute’s  time  ;  this  furprized  all 
that  were  prefent,  becaule  the  Midwife  had 
been  working  above  an  hour  without  making 
any  advance.  I  had  indeed  fome  difficulty 
in  bringing  away  the  Placenta ,  which  adhered 
to  the  bottom  of  the  Womb,  and  I  was  at 
laft  obliged  to  bring  it  by  pieces  •  for  one 
piece  feparated  from  the  other  upon  the  leaft 
pulling  :  however,  I  at  length  brought  all 
away,  and  clear'd  the  Womb.  Had  I  been 
there  early,  at  the  firft  falling  down  of  the 
Feet,  I  might  very  probably  have  faved  the 
life  of  the  Child,  and  more  readily  and  eafily 
brought  away  the  Placenta :  but  Self-fuffi- 
ciency,  join'd  with  an  idle  notion  that  they 
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fufFer  in  their  Character  if  they  fend  for  a 
Man's  afliftance  (when  they  meet  with  a  dif¬ 
ficult  Labour)  generally  prevents  moll  Mid¬ 
wives  from  fending  early,  by  which  they  too 
often  endanger  the  lives  both  of  Mothers  and 
Children,  and  give  no  fmall  trouble  to  the 
Man-midwife. 


)» 


CASE  CXXIX. 

A  Delivery  of  Twins,  one  loom  before 
I  came ,  and  the  other  prefenting 
with  one  Foot . 

*JUNE  the  7th,  1730.  I  was  defired  to 
J  go  to  a  poor  Woman  in  Holles-Street 
near  Clare-Marhet,  about  fix  o'clock  in  the 
Evening :  one  Child  had  been  born  the  pre¬ 
ceding  night,  and  the  Midwife  upon  palling 
up  her  Hand  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  found 
fome  Membranes  forced  forwards  to  the  Os 
internum ,  whereupon  fhe  made  a  Ligature 
upon  the  Umbilical  Ye ITels  of  the  Child  born : 
The  Membranes  of  the  fecond  Child  broke 
early  in  the  morning,  and  all  her  Pains  went 
off,  wherefore  I  judged  the  Child  to  prefent 
in  a  wrong  pofture,  and  therefore  palling  up 

my 
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my  Hand,  I  found  one  Foot  protruded  be¬ 
yond  the  Os  internum, ,  which  I  immediately 
drew  forwards,  and  then  pafs'd  it  up  again 
in  fearch  of  the  other,  which  I  found  bent 
upwards  towards  the  Belly,  and  as  the  parts 
were  dilated  by  the  birth  of  the  former  Child, 
I  was  not  follicitous  about  fetching  down  that 
Leg,  and  therefore  taking  hold  with  a  foft 
Cloth  about  the  Ankle  before  brought  out, 
advifing  the  Woman  to  aflift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down,  I  drew  forwards  in  a  ftrait 
line,  and  in  a  Ihort  time  brought  out  the 
Hips  ;  and  then  taking  hold  above  the  Hips, 
I  gently  drew  the  Body  forwards,  but  find¬ 
ing  that  it  ftuck  above,  I  paffed  up  my 
Hand,  and  dilating  the  Os  internum ,  which 
clofely  environed  the  Head,  I  brought  down 
the  Arms;  and  then,  as  ufual,  clapping  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind 
above  the  Shoulders,  I  pull'd  boldly,  and 
the  Head  foon  flipp'd  out  beyond  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum  into  the  Vagina,  and  fo  on  beyond 
the  Labia  Pudendi :  I  then  palled  up  my 
Hand  in  order  to  bring  away  the  After- bur¬ 
thens,  for  I  found  there  were  two,  entirely 
feparated  the  one  from  the  other ;  that  of  the 
firft  Child  was  wholly  feparated  from  the 
Uterus ,  and  partly  protruded  into  the  Va¬ 
gina  ;  but  the  other  was  wholly  lodged  with¬ 
in  the  Uterus ,  and  adhered  to  it,  fo  that  I 
was  forced  to  pafs  my  Hand  and  feparate  it 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  which  done,  I 
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immediately  brought  it  out  whole  with  the 
Membranes.  The  Child  was  born  dead. 
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CASE  CXXX. 


A  ! ‘Delivery  where  one  Hand  and  the 
Funis  Umbilicalis  prefented  in  the 


Ta/fage. 


UNE  the  ipth,  1730.  A  Barber  near 


j  the  Horfe-ferry ,  Wejtminjier ,  came  to 
me  about  twelve  o'clock,  to  delire  me  to  go 
to  his  Wife,  who  had  been  in  Labour  about 
two  days,  and  the  Midwife  fent  me  word  by 
him,  that  the  Child  prefented  with  one  Arm, 
and  that  the  Navel-ftring  was  protruded  out 
of  the  Vagina  :  When  I  came  there  I  found 
it  as  before  reprefented,  and  thofe  parts  had 
lain  in  the  Paflage  for  Ibrne  hours ;  upon 
examining  the  Navel-ftring  I  could  not  feel 
any  pulfation  in  it,  wherefore  I  judged  the 
Child  to  be  dead*  and  upon  palling  my  Hand 
up,  I  found  the  whole  Arm  protruded  out 
beyond  the  Os  Tincce ,  and  the  upper  and 
back  part  of  the  Shoulder  clofely  wedged 
between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Os  Sacrum , 
fo  that  I  could  neither  return  or  move  the 


Arm 
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Arm  fallen  down  ;  I  therefore  endeavoured 
to  pafs  my  Hand  by  it  into  the  Uterus ,  in 
iearch  of  the  Feet,  and  the  firft  part  I  met 
with  was  the  Head  lying  backwards,  and 
bent  upwards  againft  the  Os  Sacrum ,  with 
the  Face  towards  the  Mother's  Belly,  and 
the  Body,  Thighs,  and  Legs  lay  forwards 
over  the  Os  Pubis ,  fo  that  I  had  no  fmall 
difficulty  to  reach  one  Ham,  into  which  I 
pafled  a  Finger,  and  bending  it,  I  drew  the 
Knee  very  readily  towards  me,  the  Arm  re¬ 
tiring  back  as  the  Knee  advanced  :  when  I 
had  brought  it  as  far  as  the  Labia  c Pudendi ,  I 
extricated  the  Leg  and  Foot,  and  taking 
hold  with  a  foft  Cloth  about  the  Ankle,  and 
pulling  towards  me,  I  found  the  Hips  ad¬ 
vanced  very  readily,  and  when  I  had  brought 
them  almoft  to  the  Labiay  I  pafs'd  up  a  fin¬ 
ger,  and  bending  it  into  the  Groin  near  the 
other  Leg,  which  was  in  the  Uterus  bent 
upwards  towards  the  Child's  Belly,  I  very 
eafily  brought  it  out  beyond  the  Hips,  and 
taking  hold  above  them,  I  drew  it  out  almoft 
to  the  Shoulders  \  and  then  paffing  up  two 
Fingers,  I  found  one  Hand  lying  in  the  Pal- 
fage,  which  I  brought  out,  and  to  make 
more  room,  fetch'd  down  the  other  Arm, 
and  then,  as  ufual,  clapping  one  Hand  fiat 
to  the  Breaft,  and  with  the  other,  taking 
hold  behind  above  the  Shoulders,  I  readily 
drew  out  the  Head,  which  follow'd  without 
any  difficulty,  and  I  fetch'd  the  Placenta 
according  to  my  ufual  Method,  The  Head 

was 
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was  very  foft  and  much  bruifed,  by  it’s  ly¬ 
ing  fo  long  prefs'd  and  fqueez'd  in  the  Paf- 

fage. 


CASE  CXXXI. 


A  ! Delivery  where  loth  Feet  and  one 


7ULT the  4th,  1730.  I  was  defired  to  go 
to  a  poor  Woman  behind  St.  Clement's 
Church,  between  five  and  fix  in  the  Morning. 
She  had  been  delivered  of  one  Child  the 
evening  before,  and  the  Midwife  had  made 
a  Ligature  upon  the  end  of  that  part  of  the 
Navel-ftring  which  adhered  to  the  Placenta , 
but  Ihe  told  me  lhe  could  not  feel  any  part 
of  the  Child  remaining  in  the  Uterus  ;  where¬ 
fore  I  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina , 
where  I  found  the  Membranes  very  much 
prefs'd  forwards,  and  extended  by  the  Wa¬ 
ters  contain'd  in  them,  but  I  could  not  feel 
any  part  of  the  Child ;  I  therefore  judged 
that  it  would  prelent  in  a  wrong  Pofture, 
and  for  that  realon  I  immediately  broke  the 
Membranes,  by  prefling  them  between  my 
Fingers,  and  as  the  Waters  run  off,  thrufting 
my  Hand  forwards  within  the  Membranes, 


I  found 
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I  found  the  Child  prefenting  with  one  Foot, 
one  Leg  lying  a-crofs  the  other,  and  a 
Hand  lying  near  them  ;  I  therefore  inftantly 
brought  out  the  Foot  prefenting,  and  then 
fetch'd  the  other  Leg,  and  joining  them  to¬ 
gether,  wrapping  a  loft  Cloth  about  both, 

I  drew  out  the  Child  beyond  the  Hips ;  but 
as  the  Belly  was  turn'd  towards  the  Mother's 
Belly,  I  endeavour'd  as  I  ‘drew  forwards  to 
turn  it,  and  bring  the  Face  towards  the  Os 
Sacrum ,  becaufe  if  it  had  advanced  with  its 
Face  towards  the  Os  Pubis^  the  Chin  might 
have  fallen  upon  and  over  the  faid  bone,  and 
confequently  would  have  occafion'd  no  fmall 
difficulty  in  extricating  the  Head  ;  by  this 
Method  I  brought  the  Face  backwards, 
and  in  a  fliort  fpace  drew  it  all  out 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  the  Child, 
which  was  very  fmall,  fatisfied  all  that  were 
prefent  that  it  was  alive,  for  it  cried  out 
very  briskly.  I  then,  as  ufual,  took  hold 
of  the  Navel-ftring  with  one  Hand,  whilft 
at  the  fame  time  I  ordered  the  Midwife  to 
make  a  Ligature  and  divide  it,  and  palling 
my  other  Hand  into  the  Uterus  up  to  the 
Burdens  (which  were  fo  united  that  they 
appeared  to  be  but  one)  I  found  them  clofe- 
ly  adhering  to  the  Uterus ,  and  therefore  I 
feparated  them  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers ; 
which  done,  by  pulling  the  Strings  with  my 
Hand  which  was  without  the  Uterus ,  at  the 
fame  time  haying  got  hold  of  the  Placenta 

within, ; 
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within,  I  foon  brought  it  all  out  with  the 
Membranes- 


CASE  CXXXII. 

A  ! Delivery  where  the  Head  was  pro - 
traded  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi, 
hut  the  Child  Jtuck  at  the  Shoulders 
and  Hips . 

CJULT the  12th,  1730.  about  one  o'clock 
J  in  the  Morning,  I  was  defired  to  go  to  a 
poor  Woman  in  Sheer- Lane  :  the  Midwife  had 
brought  out  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi ,  about  two  hours  before  I  came, 
but  with  all  her  endeavours  could  not  get 
the  Child  any  further,  it  flicking  at  the 
Shoulders  :  by  her  pulling  Ihe  had  foftretch'd 
the  Vertebra,  and  tore  the  flefli  of  the  Neck, 
and  fo  bruis'd  the  Head,  that  it  was  almoft 
feparated  from  the  Body.  I  endeavoured  to 
get  my  Fingers  under  the  Arm-pits,  in 
hopes  to  have  drawn  the  Child  out  by  pul¬ 
ling  there,  but  I  found  the  Midwife  had 
been  before  hand  with  me,  for  one  Arm  was 
almoft  torn  from  the  Body  at  the  Shoulder  : 
I  therefore,  by  taking  hold  on  each  fide  of 

the 
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the  Head,  and  by  gently  pulling,  ftrove  to 
..  bring  it  forwards,  but  the  Head  feparated 
from  the  Trunk;  I  then  put  my  Fingers 
again  into  the  Arm-pits,  and  endeavoured 
to  bring  the  Shoulders  forwards,  but  the 
Arm  before  torn,  being  now  feparated  from 
the  Body,  flipp'd  out,  as  did  likewife  the 
other  Arm.  The  Mother  was  in  imminent 
danger,  and  as  I  had  no  further  regard  to  the 
Child,  I  took  a  Hook  and  paffed  it  up, 
taking  care  that  the  point  lhould  not  hurt 
the  Woman,  and  then  thruft  it  in  between  the 
Ribs  ;  but  by  pulling,  the  parts  gave  way : 
I  fixed  it  a  fecond  time  in  the  Belly,  and 
then  with  one  Hand  pulling  the  Hook,  and 
affifting  with  my  other,  I  found  the  Body 
to  advance,  and  the  Hips,  which  before  ftuck 
above  between  the  bones,  came  forwards, 
and  by  this  Method  I  foon  brought  out  the 
Trunk,  Hips,  Thighs,  and  Legs  beyond 
the  Labia  Pudendi .  The  Placenta  adhered 
to  the  Uterus ,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to  fepa- 
rate  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  before  I 
could  draw  it  out.  The  Child,  by  it's  rot- 
tennefs  and  tendernefs,  had  been,  as  I  judg’d, 
dead  for  fome  days,  and  was  very  much 
fwelled,  like  to  a  Body  when  it  has  lain  fome 
days  in  the  Water  after  drowning  :  Had  the 
Midwife  fent  in  time  I  might  very  probably 
have  brought  it  out  whole. 
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case  cxxxiii. 


Sacrum  being  bent  inwards,  jlrait~ 
ning  the  cPaJfage  between  it  and  the 
Os  Pubis. 

H  E  fame  day  I  was  fent  for,  about  fix 


o'clock  in  the  morning,  to  a  poor 


Woman  the  Wife  of  a  Butcher  near  Leather- 
Lane .  I  found  that  her  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off,  and  that  the 
upper  part  of  the  Head  prelented,  but  lay 
high  up,  prels’d  between  and  againft  the  Os 
Sacrum  and  Os  Pubis  ;  her  Throws  were 
weak,  and  the  Waters  continually  dribbling. 
I  therefore  advifed  patience,  and  for  that 
time  ordered  a  Clyfter,  and  an  Opiate 
Draught  after  it,  in  hopes,  that  when  the 
dribbling  of  the  Waters  ceas'd,  her  Throws 
would  grow  ftronger,  and  if  her  Labour  did 
not  advance,  that  Che  lhould  let  me  know  in 
fix  or  eight  hours  *  and  about  two  o'clock 
that  day,  the  fame  perfon  came  to  me  again 
and  told  me,  that  the  poor  Woman  had  for 


two 
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two  or  three  hours  before  had  ftrong  Throws* 
but  that  the  Midwife  obferved  no  great  ad¬ 
vantage  from  them,  the  Head  advancing 
very  little.  I  was  defired  to  go  again  becaufe 
fhe  was  afraid  that  Ihe  could  not  deliver  her; 

I  therefore  went  foon  after,  and  found  very 
little  Alteration  from  the  time  I  before  faw 
her,  and  upon  pafflng  my  Hand  I  found  the 
Head  clolely  prefs’d  between  the  Os  Sacrum 
and  the  Os  Pubis ,  and  an  indentation  made 
on  one  fide  of  the  Skull  by  the  bending  in¬ 
wards  of  the  Os  Sacrum :  her  Throws  were 
then  very  ftrong,  and  file  aflifted  by  bearing 
down  ftrongly,  as  often  as  they  came  upon 
her,  and  I  endeavour’d  to  aflift  by  putting 
my  Fingers  between  the  Os  Sacrum  and  the 
Head  of  the  Child,  and  at  the  inftant  her 
Throws  came  on,  I  prefs’d  the  back  part  of  them 
againft  the  Os  Coccygis ,  to  make  more  room 
for  the  Child  to  pals ;  I  likewife  endeavour’d 
to  bring  the  Head  downwards  by  drawing 
my  Fingers  outwards  as  often  as  her  Throws 
came  on ;  but  after  feveral  Efiays,  finding 
no  Advantage  from  this  Method,  I  withdrew 
my  Hand  ;  and  taking  one  Cheek  of  my 
ExtraBor ,  I  pafs’d  it  up  on  one  fide,  and 
fixing  it  near  the  right  ear  of  the  Child,  I 
prefs’d  againft  the  Head,  and  drew  forwards 
as  often  as  her  Throws  came,  advifing  her 
to  bear  ftrongly  down,  and  to  hold  her  breath 
as  long  as  Ihe  could,  and  not  to  draw  it  in 
too  quick,  but  Howdy  ;  whilft,  at  the  fame 
time,  I  palTed  up  the  Fingers  of  my  other 
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Hand  on  the  contrary  fide,  and  affifted  by 
preffing  my  Fingers  againft  the  Skull,  and 
drawing  it  outwards  :  By  this  Method  I 
found  the  Head  to  advance  gradually  at 
every  Throw,  and  in  a  ftiort  time  it  funk  fo 
low,  that  the  upper  and  hinder  part  came 
down,  and  appeared  without  the*  Labia  :  I 
then  advifed  the  Woman  to  aflift  by  bear¬ 
ing  ftrongly  down,  and  withdrew  my  In- 
ftrument,  and  endeavour’d  to  dilate  the  Paf- 
fage,  by  palling  the  ends  of  my  Fingers  up 
between  the  Labia  and  the  Child's  Head;  by 
this  method  I  fbon  brought  out  the  whole 
Head  ;  when  I  foon  found  that  the  Funis 
UmbiYtcalis  was  clofely  girt  and  twilled  about 
the  Child’s  Neck  ;  and  as  the  Head  advanced 
the  String  of  courfe  was  more  contrafted 
about  the  Neck ;  I  therefore  immediately 
divided  it,  and  drew  out  the  Child  ;  but 
notwithftanding  this  early  precaution  the 
Child  was  born  dead,  which  was  wholly 
owing  to  the  clofe  contra&ion  of  the  Navel- 
firing  round  the  Neck  of  the  Child  ;  for  the 
Face  was  very  black,  like  to  a  perfon  hanged . 
The  Placenta  came  away  very  readily  by 
only  gently  pulling  the  String,  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  Cafes,  where  it  is  twilled  about  the 
Neck,  or  any  other  part,  for  it's  being  fo 
twilled  takes  up  a  great  deal  of  the  length  of 
the  String,  and  confequently  as  the  Child 
ad vances  forwards,  the  Placenta  is  drawn  for¬ 
wards,  and  perhaps  feparated  from  the  Ute¬ 
rus,  which  occafions  a  Flooding* 
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CASE  CXXXIV. 

^  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus. 

<jtU LT the  17th,  1730.  I  was  lent  for  in- 
J  to  Little  Drury -Lane ,  to  fetch  away  an 
After-burthen  ;  the  Midwife  had  delivered 
the  Child  about  half  an  hour  before  I  came, 
but  could  not  bring  the  Placenta  \  for  as  fhe 
was  ignorant  in  the  Method  of  palling  her 
Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  up  to  the  Body  of 
the  Placenta,  to  examine  whether  it  adhered 
to  it,  Ihe  had  only  pulled  by  the  end  of  the 
String  which  hung  out,  and  fo  had  very 
near  broke  it  off  clofe  to  the  Placenta  ;  for 
upon  my  pulling  it  very  gently,  it  feparated 
and  came  away  ;  and  as  lhe  had  made  no 
Ligature  upon  the  end  of  the  String,  an 
Hemorrhage  had  enfued,  and  the  Woman 
had  loft  a  large  quantity  of  blood  :  Imme¬ 
diately  I  pafs’d  up  my  Hand  to  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum,  which  I  found  much  contra&ed  and 
clofely  embracing  part  of  the  Placentar 
which  was  forced  down  below  it  ;  but  the 
much  larger  part  remain'd  behind  in  the 
Uterus  :  I  had  fome  difficulty  to  get  my 
Hand  within  the  Uterus ,  to  examine  whether 

it 
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it  adhered,  and  to  get  my  Fingers  beyond  it 
up  to  the  Fundus ;  which  when  I  had  effected, 
I  feparated  it  where  it  ftuck,  and  drew  it 
out  with  my  Hand  ;  whereupon  the  Flood¬ 
ing  immediately  flopp’d.  Midwives  very 
often  depend  too  much  on  their  own  judg¬ 
ment,  and  think  themfelves  felf-fufficient,  lb 
that  they  poflpone  fending  for  help  in  time, 
whereby  the  poor  Women  become  Vi&ims 
to  their  ignorance  or  felf-conceit. 


CASE  CXXXV. 

A  Delivery  where  the  upper  part  of 
the  Head  prefented ,  with  a  Flooding. 

fjULF  the  24th,  1730.  I  was  defired  to 
J  go,  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  Morning, 
to  a  Woman  in  Compton- Street ,  St  Anne's  : 
the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
had  pafs’d  off  about  three  o’clock,  and  the 
Midwife  being  ignorant  in  the  Method  of 
Touching,  was  not  able  to  inform  me  how 
the  Child  prefented,  no  part  being  protruded 
into  the  Vagina  beyond  the  Os  Fine# ;  and 
when  I  came,  which  was  in  lefs  than  an 
hour,  upon  examination  I  found  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum 
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ternum  very  largely  dilated,  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  Head  lying  within  it,  clofely 
prefs'd  againft  the  Os  Sacrum  and  the  Os 
Pubis  :  The  Woman  was  very  weak,  partly 
from  a  preceding  illnefs,  and  partly  from  the 
lofs  of  blood  which  came  away  at  every 
Throw,  fo  that  on  this  account  Ihe  could  not 
bear  down  as  Ihe  ought  when  her  Throws 
came  on  *  from  whence  I  judged  her  Labour 
would  be  tedious,  and  if  the  flowing  of  the 
Blood  continued,  Ihe  would  become  fo  weak 
that  file  would  not  have  Spirits  enough  left  to 
bear  up  and  aflift  herfelf;  fo  that  if  the  De¬ 
livery  was  left  any  longer  unattempted,  fhe 
might  have  died :  I  therefore  gave  it  as  my 
opinion,  that  her  Delivery  ought  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  (whilft  fhe  had  ftrength  and  fpirits 
remaining)  attempted;  and  as  both  the  Wo¬ 
man  and  her  friends  fubmitted  entirely  to  my 
opinion,  I  immediately  pafifd  up  my  Hand 
into  the  Vagina ,  and  found  the  Head  placed 
as  beforementioned,  but  as  it  was  only  prefs'd 
againft,  not  lock'd  between  the  Bones,  I  eafily 
moved  it,  by  prefling  it  backwards  and  up¬ 
wards,  and  fo  got  room  to  pafs  my  Hand  in 
fearch  of  the  Feet,  one  of  which  I  readily 
found  and  brought  out  beyond  the  Os  inter¬ 
num  into  the  Vagina  :  I  then  pafs'd  up  my 
Hand  again,  a  fecond  time,  by  the  fide  of 
the  Foot  and  Leg  brought  down,  and  having 
found  the  other  Foot,  drew  it  into  the  Vd- 
gina ,  and  joining  them  both  together,  I 
brought  them  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi : 

The 
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The  Funis  Umbilicalis  was  got  between  the 
Legs,  fo  that  had  I  drawn  the  Child  for¬ 
wards  I  had  endangered  it’s  Life,  either  by 
breaking  the  String,  or  by  it's  being  fo  much 
prefs'd  as  to  flop  the  Circulation ;  I  there¬ 
fore  took  hold  of  the  Navel-ftring  with  one 
Hand,  and  having  hold  of  the  Foot  with  the 
other,  I  bent  the  Leg  a  little,  difengaged 
the  String,  and  brought  it  over  the  Leg  : 
The  Toes  were  at  firft  turned  forward  to¬ 
wards  the  Os  Pubis ,  which  often  happens 
when  you  are  forced  to  fetch  the  Child  by  the 
Feet ;  in  order  to  prevent  any  inconveniency 
which  might  have  enfued  by  it’s  advancing 
with  the  Face  towards  the  Mother's  Belly,  I 
turned  the  Toes  as  I  drew  the  Child  forwards, 
towards  the  Back  of  the  Mother,  and  readily 
brought  it  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi , 
without  palling  up  my  Hand  to  bring  down 
•  the  Arms ;  the  Vagina  being  large,  and  the 
Os  internum  very  widely  dilated.  I  found 
there  was  room  enough  for  the  Head  and 
Arms  to  come  out  together  without  any  dif¬ 
ficulty.  I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a 
Ligature  upon  the  String,  whiift  with  one 
Hand  I  had  hold  of  it  above,  and  palling  up 
the  other  by  it  into  the  Uterus ,  I  found  the 
lower  edge  of  the  Placenta  fcparated  from  it, 
which  I  judg'd  to  have  been  the  Gaufe  of 
the  preceding  Flooding  •  the  other  part 
clolely  adhered  to  the  Uterus ,  lo  that  I  was 
forced  to  feparate  it  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  which  done,  it  fell  into  my  Hand, 

and 
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and  I  brought  it  all  away  with  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  which  before  contain'd  the  Waters 
and  Child.  This  prov’d,  contrary  to  the 
expe&ation  of  all  that  were  prefent,  a  lufty, 
and  lively  Girl. 


CASE  CXXXVI. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Child  prefent ed 
with  one  Hand  protruded  beyond  the 
Labia  Pudendi,  and  afterwards , 
when  the  whole  Body  was  brought 
outy  it  fuck  at  the  Head * 

AUGU ST  the  ad,  1730.  I  was  fent  for 
^  to  Cupid’  s~  Bridge  to  the  Wife  of  a  Wa¬ 
terman,  whom  I  had  delivered  of  a  former 
Child  ;  and  at  this  time  her  Child  prefented 
feveral  hours  before  I  was  fent  for,  with  one 
Hand  before  the  Head :  Upon  which  I  re¬ 
buked  the  Midwife  for  not  fending  fooner ; 
but  lhe,  to  juftify  herfelf,  had  the  alfurance 
to  tell  me,  that  lhe  had  brought  out  feveral 
Children  prefenting  in  that  manner ;  where¬ 
upon  I  fhew'd  her  the  impoflibility  of  it,  and 
advifed  her  for  the  future  always  to  fend  for 
Help,  as  foon  as  lhe  Ihould  find  the  Hand 
to  prefent  firftj  and  not,  by  pulling  the 
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Hand,  to  draw  it  farther  down,  and  engage 
the  Shoulder  in  the  Paffage,  as  in  this  cafe 
ftie  had  done ;  for  I  found  the  whole  Hand 
drawn  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi , 
which,  by  lying  fo  long  prefs’d  together, 
were  very  much  fwell’d,  as  well  as  the  Arm* 
I  immediately  paffed  up  my  Hand  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  endeavoured  to  return  the  Hand 
and  Arm  back  beyond  the  Head,  which, 
after  no  fmall  difficulty,  at  length  I  fo  far 
effected,  as  to  make  room  for  my  Hand  to 
pafs  beyond  it  into  the  Uterus ,  in  fearch  of  the 
Feet  :  I  firft  met  with  the  other  Hand  and 
Arm,  which  I  pafs’d  by,  and  then  found  a 
Knee  ;  I  pafs’d  one  Finger  bent  under  the 
Ham,  and  drew  the  Knee  forward  towards 
the  Os  internum ,  and  fo  difengaged  that  Foot, 
which  I  brought  out  into  the  Vagina ;  and 
as  that  Foot  and  Leg  came  forwards  the 
Head  was  drawn  upward  towards  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  Womb:  I  now  pafs’d  up  my 
Hand  again  into  the  Uterusy  in  fearch  of  the 
other  Foot,  which  I  found  bent  upward  to¬ 
wards  the  Child’s  Belly,  and  as  I  could  not 
readily  bring  it  down,  I  took  hold  of  the 
other  Leg  above  the  Ankle  with  a  foft  dry 
Cloth,  and  drew  gently  towards  me,  advi- 
fing  the  Woman  to  affift  by  bearing  ftrongly 
down  ;  by  this  Method  1  found  the  Hips  to 
advance  and  fink  down  into  the  Vagina ;  and 
when  I  had  brought  them  to  the  Labia ,  I 
difengaged  the  other  Leg,  and  taking  hold 
above,  drew  out  the  whole  Body  almoft  to 
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the  Shoulders ;  but  as  I  found  it  ftucfc  above, 
to  make  more  room,  I  brought  down  both 
the  Arms ;  and  then,  as  ufual,  clapp'd  one 
Hand  before  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other 
behind  above  the  Shoulders,  and  ftrove  to 
bring  it  out,  but  I  could  not  find  it  in  the 
leaft  to  come  forward :  I  therefore  pafs'd 
up  my  two  Fore-fingers  of  one  Hand  into 
the  Mouth,  and  prefs'd  upon  the  lower  Jaw; 
and  at  the  fame  time  I  pulled  with  the  other 
behind  at  the  Shoulders,  but  yet  I  could  not 
find  it  to  advance  :  The  Os  Sacrum  was  very 
much  bent  inwards,  by  which  the  Paflage 
was  much  ftraitned  between  it  and  the  Os 
Qabis ;  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  being 
large,  was  riveted  between  the  bones,  lb 
that  I  was  afraid,  left  I  fhould  have  fepara- 
ted  the  Head  from  the  Body,  and  left  it  in 
the  Womb.  I  was,  at  length,  not  at  all 
follicitous  what  became  of  the  Child,  and 
regarded  only  the  fafety  and  life  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther  ;  for,  being  allured  the  Child  was  dead, 
I  came  to  the  refolution  of  palling  up  a  Hook, 
which  I  fixed  into  the  Orbit  of  the  Child's 
Eye;  but,  upon  pulling,  the  Flelh  and 
Bones  of  the  Cheek  gave  way,  fo  that  I  was 
forced  to  withdraw  it ;  and  palling  it  up 
again,  I  fix'd  it  more  deeply  and  ftrong- 
ly,  and  had  then  better  fuccefs ;  for,  upon 
pulling  the  Hook  with  one  Hand,  whilft  I 
drew  down  the  Shoulders  with  the  other,  I 
had  the  pleafure  to  find  the  Head  came  for¬ 
wards  from  between  the  bones,  (where  it 
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had  been  fo  long  and  fo  ftraitly  comprefs'd) 
and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  I  brought  it  out 
beyond  the  Labia  Qudendi.  The  Placenta 
readily  followed,  being  in  part  protruded 
into  the  Vagina .  In  this  Delivery  I  had  oc- 
cafion  for  all  my  Spirits  as  well  as  Strength, 
being  terrified  with  the  apprehenfions  of  be¬ 
ing  foil'd  in  my  undertaking ;  and  it  was  a 
truly  laborious  task,  for  my  fhirt  was  as  wet 
with  Sweat,  as  if  it  had  been  dipt  in  the  River ; 
and  I  did  not  recover  the  entire  ufe  of  my 
Hands  and  Arms  for  fome  days. 


CASE  CXXXVII. 

A  Delivery  where  the  Funis  Umbili- 
calis  prefented  JirJl ,  and  was  funk 
down  helow  the  Labia  Pudendi. 

AUGUST  the  ioth,  1730.  a  Taylor, 
living  in  the  back  fide  of  St.  Clement's , 
came  to  me  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  defiring  me  to  go  to  his  Wife,  whom  I 
had  delivered,  in  a  very  difficult  and  dan¬ 
gerous  Cafe,  about  a  Year  and  a  half  before  ; 
and  as  I  then  found  the  Paffage  very  ftrait 
between  the  Os  Sacrum  and  Os  Pubis ;  the 
former  being  very  much  bent  inwards,  I  was 

under. 
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under  no  fmall  apprehenfions  of  a  fecond 
Difficulty  :  The  Midwife,  upon  my  coming, 
informed  me,  that  the  Funis  Umbili calls  had 
flipp'd  down;  and,  upon  Examination,  I 
found  it  hanging  out  double  below  the  La - 
hi  a  'fudendi :  Immediately  I  took  hold  of  it 
between  my  Fingers,  to  know  whether  there 
was  any  pulfation  in  it,  but  could  not  find 
any,  wherefore  I  judged  that  the  Child,  in 
all  probability,  was  dead  ;  I  endeavoured  to 
return  the  String  back  beyond  the  Head, 
but  could  not  effeft  it,  the  Head  being  fo 
riveted  and  prefs'd  between  the  Bones  of  the 
Pelvis  :  I  then  endeavour'd  to  move  the 
Head,  that  I  might  pafs  my  Hand  beyond  it 
to  reach  the  Feet ;  after  fome  difficulty,  I 
fo  far  effe&ed  it,  as  to  get  hold  of  one  Foot, 
which  I  brought  out,  and  fattened  a  Liga¬ 
ture  about  the  Ankle  ;  this  done,  I  pull'd 
the  Ligature  with  one  Hand,  and  pafs'd  up 
the  other  to  prefs  back  the  Head,  and  affift 
in  turning  the  Child  ;  but  as  this  Method 
did  not  wholly  anfwer  my  expectation,  I 
foon  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  by  the  infide  of  the 
Foot,  Leg,  and  Thigh  before  brought  down, 
into  the  Uterus ,  and  foon  met  with  the  other 
Foot,  which  I  could  not  indeed  readily  take 
hold  of,  being  as  flippery  as  an  Eebfrom  the 
Moifture  of  the  Womb,  lb  that  feveral  times 
it  flipp'd  from  my  Fingers;  but  at  length  I 
brought  it  out,  and  joining  them  together, 
I  took  hold  of  both  with  a  foft  Cloth,  and 
drew  forwards ;  as  the  Legs  advanced,  the 

Head 
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Head  was  drawn  upwards,  fo  that  I  readily 
and  eafily  brought  the  Child  beyond  the 
Hips,  and  as  it  pafs'd,  I  took  care  by  turn¬ 
ing  it  to  bring  the  Face  backwards  towards 
the  Os  Sacrum :  When  I  had  drawn  it  out 
almoft  to  the  Shoulders  I  found  one  Hand 
funk  down  and  advancing  by  the  fide  of  the 
Head,  this  I  brought  out,  and  well  knowing 
the  ftraitnefs  of  the  Paffage,  and  how  little 
room  there  was  for  the  Head  to  pals,  I 
thought  it  advifable  to  make  more  way,  by 
bringing  down  the  other  Hand  and  Arm, 
which  I  foon  effected,  and  then,  as  ufual,  I 
clapp’d  one  Hand  behind  above  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  and  the  other  before  under  the  Breaft, 
and  endeavour’d  by  gently  pulling  to  dra# 
the  Head  out  ;  but  finding  it  ftuck  above,  I 
paffed  up  two  Fingers  into  the  Mouth,  and 
by  prefling  upon  the  lower  jaw  to  bring  the 
Face  more  downwards,  whilft  at  the  fame  time 
I  pull’d  behind  at  the  Shoulders,  the  Head 
foon  followed  :  Upon  palling  up  my  Hand 
in  fearch  of  the  Placenta  I  found  it  wholly 
feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  and  protruded  out 
in  part  beyond  the  inner  Orifice,  fo  that  I 
brought  it  away  without  any  difficulty. 
The  Child,  as  I  prognofticated  at  firft,  was 
born  dead. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXXXVIII. 

^  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus, 

AUGUST" the  nth,  1730.  ANurfecame 
•**  to  me  defiring  me  to  go  with  her  to  a 
Woman  in  Holborn  near  Bromley-Street ,  tel¬ 
ling  me  that  I  had  delivered  her  about  two 
years  and  a  half  before.  I  was  told  that  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  that  the  Wa¬ 
ters  had  continued  dribling  at  every  Throw 
for  about  thirty  hours ;  upon  examination  I 
found  the  Os  Tine#  dilated  as  broad  as  the 
Palm  of  my  Hand  ;  it  was  very  lax,  and 
ready  to  give  way  to  the  Head,  had  her 
Pains  been  ftrong  and  forcing  :  She  com¬ 
plain'd  of  a  pain  and  uneafinefs  all  over  her, 
and  her  Labour- leaning  Pains  were  only 
grinding  Pains  in  her  Back  which  forced  very 
little  forwards  or  downwards,  and  Ihe  was 
much  difpirited :  As  the  Head,  prefented  and 
lay  high  up  and  loofe,  I  advifed  patience  and 
ordered  her  a  carminative  Clyfter,  and  an 
opiate  Draught,  to  be  taken  after  it,  with  a 
Cordial  Julap,  of  which  Ihe  was  to  take 
three  or  four  ipoonfuls  now  and  then,  if  faint 
or  low  fpirited.  A  Qyfter  not  only  makes 
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more  room,  by  freeing  the  Return  from  the 
excrements  contained  in  it,  but  very  much 
forwards  the  Delivery,  by  putting  the  Muf- 
cles  and  Uterus  in  Motion,  by  it's  irritation : 
An  Opiate  quiets  and  takes  off  thofe  falfe  and 
irregular  Pains  which  often  afflid  Women, 
and  are  more  infupportable  than  the  true  and 
genuine  Throws  in  Labour ;  and  a  Cordial 
gives  new  Vigour,  and  fupports  their  Spirits. 
I  took  my  leave  for  that  time,  with  a  pro- 
mife  of  coming  again  if  occafion  required ; 
and  about  fix  hours  after  the  Nurfe  came  to 
me  in  a  great  hurry,  telling  me,  that  the 
Child  was  born,  but  that  the  Midwife  was 
foiled  in  her  attempts  to  fetch  away  the  Pla¬ 
centa  :  I  thereupon  went  again  immediately, 
and  upon  examination  found  the  Placenta 
wholly  feparated  from  the  Uternsy  and  partly 
protruded  without  the  Os  Tine#  into  the 
Vagina ,  which  was  clofely  contraded  about 
it :  and  as  the  Midwife  was  both  ignorant  of 
the  caufe  of  it’s  being  retain'd,  and  the  Me¬ 
thod  of  paffing  the  Hand  to  extrad  it,  I  was 
lent  for,  and  brought  it  away  whole  in  lefs 
than  half  a  minute's  time,  which  much  fur- 
prized  both  the  Woman  and  the  By-ftanders, 
the  Midwife  having  fpent  fo  much  time  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  effed  it. 
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case  cxxxix. 

A  ’Delivery  'where  the  Woman  had 
been  for  fome  time  before  I  came, 
feizd  with  convuljive  Fits. 

AUGUST  the  15th,  1730.  I  was  fent  for 
to  a  Woman  in  Maiden-Lane  near  Co¬ 
vent-Garden  :  She  had  been  feiz’d  with  a 
feverifh  indilpofition  about  two  days  before* 
which,  notwithftanding  all  remedies,  had 
encreas’d  upon  her  ;  and  fome  hours  before  I 
had  been  lent  for,  fhe  had  been  feiz'd  with 
violent  Convullions,  which  had  deprived 
her  of  all  fenfe  and  fpeech  ;  fhe  had  been 
let  blood  and  taken  a  Clyfter  before  I  faw 
her,  with  other  remedies :  Upon  examina¬ 
tion  I  found  the  Os  internum  dilated  wide 
enough  to  admit  the  ends  of  my  four  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  Head  of  the 
Child  prefenting  firft  within  the  Uterus ,  and 
file  was  gone  her  full  reckoning.  I  repre- 
fented  the  great  danger  fhe  was  in  to  her 
Husband,  and  others  prefent ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  fhe 
ought  immediately  to.be  delivered, : which 
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would  be  the  moft  likely  way  to  fave  the 
Child,  if  not  the  Mother  alfo  ;  but  withal  I 
told  them,  that  they  muft  not  be  furprized, 
ihould  they  fee  her  die  in  the  time  of  the 
Delivery.  Dr.  — - - had  been  fent  for  be¬ 

fore  me,  but  refufed  going,  becaufe,  as  the 
Cafe  was  reprefented  to  him,  he  was  appre- 
henfive  that  it  might  prove  a  loft  cafe,  and 
he  might  fomewhat  fuffer  in  his  Character ; 
but,  in  my  way  of  thinking,  where  a  perfon 
gives  an  honeft  and  juft  Prognoftick,  and 
does  his  duty  accordingly,  he  ought  not  to 
value  what  the  malevolent  part  of  the  World 
may  fay,  fince  the  honeft  and  knowing  part 
will  juftify  his  proceedings;  and  the  fecret 
fatisfa&ion  of  faving  a  life  ftiould  outweigh 
all  others,  the  Hopes  of  which,  in  the  cafe 
I  am  taking  notice  of,  prompted  me  to  advile 
the  delivering  her;  and  as  her  Husband  and 
others  entirely  left  it  to  my  conduft,  I  there¬ 
fore  immediately  went  to  work ;  and  well 
greafing  my  Hand  with  butter,  I  pafs'd  it  up 
through  the  Vagina  to  the  Os  Tlncce ,  which 
I  found  open  as  before;  I  endeavour'd  to 
dilate  it  with  my  Fingers  pafs'd  in,  and  by 
gently  ftretching  and  feparating  them  from 
each  other,  I  foon  made  way  to  get  in  my 
whole  Hand,  and  then  found  the  Head  pre- 
fenting,  but  enclofed  in  the  Membranes  : 
Thefe  I  broke,  and  prefling  the  Head  up¬ 
wards,  I  readily  advanced  my  Hand  beyond 
it  further  into  the  Uterus ,  where  I  foon  met 
with  one  Foot,  which  I  brought  out,  and 

then 


CASES  in  Midwifry.'  ^jt 

then  pafs’d  in  my  Hand  again  in  fearch  of 
the  other,  which  I  inftantly  found,  and 
brought  out,  and  then  wrapping  a  foft  Cloth 
about  them,  I  drew  the  Child  out  beyond 
the  Navel-ftring ;  when,  to  my  no  fmall 
furprize,  I  found  the  Fanis  Umbilicalis  broke 
about  an  Inch  and  a  half  from  the  Child's 
Belly  :  I  therefore  immediately,  before  I 
brought  it  further  forwards,  made  a  Liga^ 
ture  upon  the  String,  and  then  brought  out 
the  Child  almoft  to  the  Shoulders  \  but  find¬ 
ing  it  ftuck  above,  I  pafs'd  my  Hand  and 
firft  brought  down  one  Arm  and  then  the 
other  ;  which  done,  I  as  ufual  clapp’d  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  to 
the  Neck  above  the  Shoulders,  and  pulling 
forwards,  the  Head  with  very  little  difficulty 
advanced,  which  I  brought  out,  and  in  a 
fhort  time  the  Child  furprized  all  that  were 
prefent  by  crying  very  briskly,  they  be¬ 
lieving  it  to  be  dead.  The  Placenta  I  foon 
brought  away  according  to  my  ufual  Method. 

The  poor  Woman,  through  the  whole  time 
of  the  delivery,  fhew’d  no  mark  of  fenfe  ; 
but  in  a  little  time  took  down  three  or  four 
fpfoonfuls  of  a  Julep,  which  fhe  had  not  been 
able  to  do  for  feveral  hours  before :  I  ordered 
her  a  Cordial  Bolus  with  Caftor  to  be  taken 
every  four  hours,  and  three  or  four  fpoonfuls 
of  a  Cordial  Hyfterick  Julep,  and  a  Plaifter 
of  Galbanum  to  her  Navel :  I  then  left  her 
for  that  time,  and  call’d  again  about  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  was  told  that 
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ihe  had  continued  in  the  fame  ftate  I  left 
her,  and  that  they  could  not  make  her  take 
any  thing  ;  however  I  found  her  pulfe  much 
better,  and  more  diftinft,  and  not  fo  flutter¬ 
ing  :  I  then  ordered  a  blifter  to  be  applied  to 
the  Neck,  and  another  to  each  Arm,  with  a 
continuance  of  the  former  Prefcription,  and 
the  addition  of  Sp.  C.  C.  per  fe  to  be  given  to 
twenty  or  thirty  drops  now  and  then  in  any 
Vehicle ;  but  upon  my  calling  the  next 
morning,  I  was  informed  that  Ihe  died  a  few 
hours  after  my  feeing  her  the  preceding 
day. 


CASE  CXL. 


A  Delivery  of  Twins,  one  came  with 
the  Head  foremojl >  hut  Jluck  in  the 
Taffage,  the  other  prefented  a  Hand. 


UGUST  the  15th,  1730.  Aperfoncame 


*  1  to  me  out  of  Clare- Street,  Clare- Market, 
to  defire  me  to  go  to  his  Wife,  whom  he 
told  me  had  been  in  Labour  above  two  days : 
When  I  came  there  I  was  informed  by  the 
Midwife  that  the  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  that  the  Waters  continued  dribbling ; 
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Hie  complained  only  of  grinding  Pains  in  the 
back  and  down  the  Hips  and  Thighs,  but 
forwards  had  very  little  pain  :  Upon  clofer 
examination  I  found  the  Child  prefenting 
with  the  Head,  but  lying  high  ;  the  Os 
‘Tine#  dilated  about  the  breadth  of  an  Englifh 
Crown  ;  her  pulfe  aud  fpirits  good.  I  there¬ 
fore  advifed  patience,  and  ordered  her  a 
carminative  Clyfter,  and  an  Opiat  Draught, 
with  orders  to  repeat  the  latter  fix  hours  after, 
in  cafe  the  firft  did  not  anfwer  ;  this  was  the 
Method  which  Dr.  Chamberlain  [the  moft 
noted  Praftitioner  in  Midwifry  in  his  time  in 
England ]  always  purfued  where  the  pains 
were  irregular  or  weak,  and  the  Labour  was 
lingring  ;  it  being  his  opinion,  that  forcing 
Medicines  did  more  harm  than  good,  which 
I  have  always  found  verified  in  my  own 
pra&ice.  I  left  her  for  this  time,  and  called 
again  between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  the 
next  day,  to  know  the  IflTue;  the  Midwife 
then  inform'd  me,  that  the  Head  was  funk 
much  lower,  the  Os  tfincce  fpread  wider, 
that  her  Throws  came  on  much  ftronger,  and 
that  file  hoped  to  deliver  her  in  a  ftiort  time  • 
but  about  eight  of  the  clock  in  the  Evening 
the  husband  came  to  me  again,  telling  me 
that  his  Wife  was  not  delivered,  and  defired 
me  to  go  again :  1  immediately  went,  and 
upon  examination  found  the  upper  and  back 
part  of  the  Head  funk  down  within  an  Inch 
of  the  outer  Orifice,  but  ftraitly  girded  by 
the  Os  internum ;  this  I  endeavoured  to  dilate 
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for  the  Head  more  readily  to  pafs  through  j 
but  as  I  found  it  clofely  engaged  between  the 
bones,  and  the  Woman's  Throws  very  weak, 
I  thought  it  advifable  to  give  an  aflifting 
Hand,  and  therefore  I  carefully  paffedup  one 
fide  of  my  Extractor  forwards,  between  the 
Os  internum ,  and  Head  of  the  Child  ;  and 
fixing  it  about  the  Nape  of  the  Child’s  Neck, 
I  endeavoured  with  one  Hand  to  draw  it  for¬ 
wards,  whilft,  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers 
of  the  other  Hand,  I  kept  up,  and  preffed 
back  the  Os  internum ,  which  otherwife  was 
in  danger  of  being  forced  out  before  the 
Head  of  the  Child  :  I  alfo  defired  the  Wo¬ 
man  to  affift  by  holding  in  her  breath,  and 
bearing  ftrongly  down ;  by  this  Method  I 
had  fo  far  the  defired  fuccefs,  that  I  found 
the  Head  immediately  to  advance  and  fink 
down  to  the  outer  Orifice,  and  in  a  fhort 
time  I  brought  it  out,  though  not  without 
difficulty,  for  as  this  was  the  firft  time  of  the 
Woman's  being  delivered,  and  fhe  not  being 
young,  the  parts  were  very  tight  and  narrow, 
and  would  not  readily  give  way.  When  I  had 
brought  out  the  Head,  I  took  hold  on  each 
fide,  and  drew  out  the  Shoulders  and  Body  : 
As  I  had  reafon  to  fufpeft  from  a  diftinft 
fwelling  and  fulnefs  in  the  Woman's  belly, 
that  there  was  another  Child  remaining,  I 
therefore  made  two  Ligatures  upon  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis ,  and  cut  between  them.  I  then 
gave  the  Child  already  born  to  the  Nurfe, 
and  paired  up  my  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  to 
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examine  if  there  was  another  Child  ;  or 
otherwife,  to  affift  in  bringing  away  the 
Placenta:  I  found  another  Child  very  high 
in  the  Uterus  contained  in  the  Membranes, 
and  fwimming  in  it's  Waters,  but  lying  crofs, 
with  one  Hand  firft  prefenting j  had  I  left  it 
to  advance  farther,  it  muft  have  come  in  a 
wrong  pofture,  which  I  always  prevent  by 
immediately  fetching  the  Child  ;  nor  is  there 
any  danger,  for  where  the  Palfage  has  been 
before  dilated  by  a  preceding  birth,  I  have 
always  purfued  this  Method  with  fuccefs,  un- 
lefs  the  Head  was  fallen  before  very  low  in¬ 
to  the  Paflage,  and  the  Throws  ftrong.  I 
therefore  firft  broke  the  Membranes,  by  tear¬ 
ing  them  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers ;  then 
pafling  my  Hand  within  them,  I  went  in 
fearch  of  the  Feet,  one  of  which  I  prefently 
met  with,  and  brought  out  beyond  the  Os 
Tine#)  and  fetching  the  other,  I  joined  them 
together,  took  hold  of  both  with  a  foft  cloth, 
and  drawing  forwards,  in  a  ftrait  line,  the 
Legs,  Thighs  and  Hips  readily  advanced ; 
without  bringing  down  the  Arms,  I  brought 
out  the  Head,  made  a  ligature  on  the  Funis 
Umbilicalisj  and  then  divided  it.  Taking 
hold  of  both  the  firings  with  one  Hand,  I 
paffed  up  the  other  to  the  Burthens,  for  they 
were  not  joined  together,  both  which,  where- 
ever  they  adhered  to  the  Womb,  I  took  care 
to  feparate,  and  brought  them  out  one  after 
the  other.  The  Child  firft  delivered  was 
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born  alive,  but  died  foon  after  j  the  other 
was  lively  and  well. 


WTI 


CASE  CXLI. 

A  ‘Delivery  on  the  account  of  a  Flooding 
in  the  eighth  Month • 


^f/G  UST* the  20th,  1730.  I  was  called 
upon  to  go  to  a  Woman  in  Durham- 
Tardy  the  wife  of  a  Porter,  who,  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  found  [as  ftie  thought^  the  Child 
to  give  a  fudden  flip  and  fall  lower ;  a  few 
days  after  lhe  was  feized  with  a  violent 
Flooding,  and  grinding  Pains  in  her  Back. 
I  found  her  upon  my  coming  very  much 
difpirited,  her  pulfe  low,  and  clear  blood 
continually  dribbling:  Upon  Touching,  I 
found  the  Os  rfincce  wide  enough  to  admit 
the  ends  of  three  Fingers,  and  therefore  gave 
it  as  my  opinion  that  lhe  ought  to  be  imme¬ 
diately  delivered,  and  that  delays  might  be 
dangerous,  fince  fhe  had  loft  fo  much  blood 
already  :  There  was  no  profped  of  it's  flop¬ 
ping  before  both  the  Child  and  Placenta  were 
brought  away,  for  as  long  as  the  Uterus  was 
kept  diftended  by  them,  the  mouths  of  the 
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Veffels  [before  inofculated  into  the  Placentay 
which  then  wholly  adhered  to  the  Uterusr 
but  was  now  in  part  or  wholly  feparated! 
from  it]  would  continually  pour  the  blood 
into  the  Womb,  fo  that  the  whole  mafs‘ 
would  be  exhauited,  unlefs  Ihe  was  deli— j 
vered:  Then  indeed  the  Womb  would  con-; 
trad  and  be  collapfed,  by  which  the  Mouths 
of  the  Veffels  are  flopped,  and  the  Flooding 
generally  ceafes.  All  that  were  prefen t  fub- 
mitted  the  matter  entirely  to  my  condud; 
immediately  I  paffed  up  my  Hand  well 
greafed  into  the  Vagina  to  the  Os  intermmy 
which  I  endeavoured  to  dilate  with  the  ends 
of  three  Fingers  paffed  into  it,  and  foon 
made  way  for  the  fourth  and  my  Thumb ; 
then,  by  gently  fpreading  them,  I  dilated  it 
wide  enough  to  admit  my  whole  Hand,  which 
I  paffed  into  the  Uterus ,  where  I  firft  met 
with  the  Membranes,  thole  I  broke  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  laid  hold  of  a  Hand, 
which  I  put  afide,  and  went  on  in  iearch  of 
the  Feet ;  I  foon  met  with  a  Foot,  and 
brought  it  out :  The  Child  was  fmall,  and 
the  parts  having  been  dilated  by  former  La¬ 
bours,  I  was  not  lollicitous  about  the  other 
Foot  y  and  therefore  taking  hold  of  that  al¬ 
ready  brought  out  with  a  foft  Cloj:h,  I  drew 
it  gently  towards  me,  at  the  fame  time  ad- 
vifing  the  Woman  to  aflift  by  bearing  ftrongly 
down  ;  the  Hips  prefently  followed,  as  al fo 
the  Body  and  Head  :  The  Funis  Umbilica/is 
was  twilled  round  the  Neck  of  the  Child  ; 
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and  upon  the  Head's  finking  down  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day  the  Placenta  was  in  part,  if  not 
wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus ,  which  repa¬ 
ration  was  occafioned  by  the  contraftion  of  the 
Navel-ftring:  The  Placenta  being  feparated 
a  Flooding  of  couffe  enfued.  Palling  my 
Hand,  after  the  Child  was  brought  out,  I 
found  the  Burthen  lunk  down,  and  partly 
out  of  the  Womb,  lying  in  the  Vagina. ,  lb 
that  I  had  no  difficulty  in  bringing  it  away. 
The  Child  was  born  dead,  which  I  judged 
it  to  have  been  feveral  hours,  the  Woman 
not  having  perceived  it  ftir  all  the  time  of 
her  Labour.  This  Woman  was  in  the  eighth 
month  of  her  Reckoning.  She  died  about 
eight  or  nine  hours  after  her  Delivery,  not- 
withftanding  all  proper  applications  were 
made  ufe  of.  This,  I  imagine,  wholly  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  her  great  lofs  of  Blood  before 
Ihe  was  brought  to  bed. 
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CASE  CXLII. 

A  i Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
with  the  Middle  of  the  Back. 

AUGUST  the  a8th,  1730.  I  was  fent  for 
about  one  of  the  clock  in  the  Mornings 
to  a  poor  Woman  near  Butcher-Row ,  who 
was  then  in  Labour  of  a  Pofthumous  Child, 
her  husband  dying  about  a  month  before. 
I  had  delivered  her  of  a  former  Child  which 
prefented  it's  Hand  firft ;  but,  at  this  time, 
although  the  Membranes  were  very  much 
extended  by  the  Waters,  the  Midwife  could 
not  feel  any  part  of  the  Child,  which  occa- 
fioned  my  being  fent  for.  As  foon  as  I  came, 
I  palTed  up  two  Fingers  into  the  Vagina ,  but 
could  not  feel  any  part  of  the  Child,  from 
whence  I  concluded  it  muft  lie  in  a  wrong 
pofture  for  the  birth.  The  Membranes  were 
extended  lengthways,  and  very  tenfe  upon 
every  Pain,  although  the  Pains  were  weak ; 
the  Os  internum  was  loofe  and  thin,  and  wide 
enough  to  admit  my  hand.  I  thought  it 
advifable  to  break  the  Membranes, by  fqueez- 
ing  and  preffing  them  betwixt  my  Fingers, 
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fince  the  Os  internum  was  fo  widely  extend¬ 
ed  as  readily  to  admit  my  Hand ;  and  whilft 
the  Waters  were  running  off,  I  pafled  my 
Hand  within  the  Membranes,  up  to  the 
Child,  which  lay  high  and  acrofs  the  Ute - 
rusy  with  the  middle  of  the  back  towards  the 
Os  internum ;  I  therefore,  palling  my  Hand 
farther  up  by  the  fide,  firft  met  with  a  Hand, 
and  foon  after  with  a  Leg  and  a  Foot,  which 
I  drew  out,  and  then  repalfing  my  Hand, 
brought  down  the  other,  and  joining  them 
together,  I  took  hold  of  both  with  a  loft 
Cloth,  and  drew  the  Child  out  beyond,  the 
Hips,  and  fo  on  to  the  Shoulders :  But  as 
the  Head  ftuck  above  between  the  bones  of 
the  PelviSy  to  make  the  Palfage  larger  I  firft 
brought  down  one  Arm,  and  afterwards  the 
other,  then  clapping,  as  ufual,  one  Hand 
flat  to  the  Breaft,  and  with  the  other  taking 
hold  behind  above  the  Shoulders,  I  endea¬ 
voured,  by  gently  pulling,  (advifing  the 
Woman  at  the  fame  time  to  alfift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down)  to  bring  out  the  Head ;  but 
as  it  did  not  follow,  I  palled  up  two  Fingers 
into  the  Child’s  mouth,  and  by  prefling  up¬ 
on  the  lower  Jaw,  whilft  I  pulled  behind  at 
the  Shoulders,  I  was  in  hopes  of  bringing  it 
out,  but  was  for  fome  time  foiled,  the  Head 
was  fo  clofely  prelfed  between  the  bones, 
that  it  could  not,  without  difficulty,  be 
brought  through.  I  was  apprehenfive  the 
Child  would  have  been  born  dead  ;  but,  to 
the  furprize  of  all  that  were  prefent,  it  was 
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brought  out  alive.  The  Placenta  was  wholly 
difengaged  from  the  Uterus ,  and  partly  pro¬ 
truded  through  the  Os  internum ,  fo  that  I 
brought  it  away  with  eafe. 

For  the  moft  part,  when  the  Membranes 
are  thruft  out  in  a  long  form,  like  a  gut  in¬ 
flated,  and  not  broad  or  round ;  and  no  part 
of  the  Child  [upon  palling  up  the  Fingers  or 
Hand]  can  be  felt,  it  prefents  in  a  wrong 
pofture.  I  had  in  this  cafe  the  advantage  of 
being  early  fent  for,  before  the  Membranes 
were  broke,  the  Waters  paffed  off,  or  the 
Womb  collapfed  and  contra&ed  about  the 
Child,  fo  that  I  could  readily  pals  my  Hand 
into  the  Uterus ,  and  there  eafily  move  it  to 
turn  the  Child  :  Whereas,  on  the  contrary, 
if  the  Man-midwife  is  fent  for  fometime  after 
the  Membranes  are  broke,  and  the  Waters 
paffed  off,  the  Uterus  is  left  dry,  and  it  na¬ 
turally  contracts  itfelfclofe  about  the  Child, 
lo  confequently  the  Operator  meets  with  more 
difficulty  in  turning  and  moving  his  Hand  to 
bring  it  out.  This  too  often  proceeds  from 
the  ignorance  or  felf-fufficiency  of  the  Mid¬ 
wife,  who  either  not  knowing  how  to  behave 
in  fuch  a  difficult  cafe,  or  fearing  Ihe  Ihould 
fuffer  in  her  Chara£ter  Ihould  Ihe  defire  afi- 
fiftance,  puts  off  the  calling  in  of  a  Man- 
midwife  to  the  laft  extremity,  fo  that  the 
Mother  and  Child  too  often  become  Vi&ims 
either  to  her  Negligence  or  Ignorance. 
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CASE  CXLIII. 


A  'Delivery  of  a  dead  Child ,  where  the 


in  the 


CEPT’EMBER  the  3d,  1730.  I  was 
font  for  to  College-Court ,  fVeJlminfter , 
where  I  found  a  poor  Woman  extremely 
weak  and  low  fpirited,  and  I  fmelt  an  un- 
ufual  ftink  :  The  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  the  Waters  run  off  many  hours  before  I 
came  ;  the  Pudendum  and  Vagina  appeared 
upon  examination  much  fwelled,  were  very 
hot  and  dry,  and  the  upper  and  hinder  part 
of  the  Head  was  funk  down  within  lefs  than 
an  Inch  of  the  Labia  ;  it  was  fe>  clofely  em¬ 
braced  that  the  bones  at  the  Sutures  were 
prcfsM  over  one  another,  and  fo  much,  that 
I  was  in  expectation  their  edges  would  have 
forced  through  the  Teguments,  which  feemed 
mortified,  the  Child,  as  afterwards  appeared, 
having  been  dead  fome  time :  It  was  diverted 
of  its  Cuticula  in  feveral  parts,  and  feemed 
to  be  very  rotten ;  her  Throws  were  very 
weak,  and  not  fufficient  to  force  the  Child 
forward,  had  there  been  no  unufual  difficulty 
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to  fur  mount.  Upon  thefe  Con  fid  er  at  ions  I 
thought  it  highly  neceffary  to  haften  the  De¬ 
livery  as  much  as  poffible;  I  therefore  made 
ufe  of  both  fides  of  my  Extractor,  paffing 
up  one  on  each  fide  of  the  Head,  as  far  as 
behind  the  Ears ;  by  the  prelfure  made  there, 
the  upper  part  of  the  Head  is  received  into 
the  bellied  or  concave  part  of  the  Extractor, 
which  generally  affords  a  fure  hold,  and  will 
not  eafily  flip :  But  as  I  had  not  thruft  the 
fides  of  my  Extra&or  far  enough,  the  Head, 
upon  pulling,  gave  way,  and  they  flip'd 
out ;  I  therefore  paffed  them  a  fecond  time, 
but  farther  up,  by  which  I  gained  fo  fure 
hold,  that  by  pulling  ftrongly  I  drew  out, 
with  fome  Difficulty,  the  upper  and  hinder 
part  of  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia ,  and  with 
my  Hands  drew  out  the  remainder ;  finding 
it  flick  at  the  Shoulders,  I  clapped  one  Hand 
under  the  Chin,  and  the  other  to  the  Nape 
of  the  Neck,  then  boldly  pulling  and  lhaking 
the  Head,  I  got  out  the  Shoulders,  the  reft 
of  the  Body  readily  followed.  I  was  in  this 
cafe  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  my  Extraftor f 
for  with  my  Hand  alone  I  could  not  have 
brought  the  Head  forward,  it  was  fo  clofely 
preffed  and  locked  between  the  bones  of  the 
Pelvis  ;  and  the  inner  parts  of  the  Vagina 
were  upon  a  full  ftretch,  fo  that  I  could  not 
fo  much  as  pafs  my  Fingers  up  between  them 
and  the  Child's  Head;  or  if  1  could  have 
paffed  them,  the  Head  being  of  a  round 
figure  and  flippery,  there  cannot  be  fo  fure 
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hold  taken  with  the  Fingers,  but  they  may 
flip.  The  Cuticuhy  as  I  obferved  before, 
was  feparated  and  peeled  off  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  Child,  from  whence  I  concluded  it  to 
have  been  dead  fome  days. 


CASE  CXLIV*. 

A  i Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
with  the  Legs  lying  acrofs  in  the 
Tajfage. 

CEP  fE  MB  ER  the  4th,  1730.  a  Wo- 
^  man  came  to  me  defiring  me  to  go  to  an¬ 
other  Woman  in  Little  Sheer-Lane  at  a  Book¬ 
binders  *  the  Midwife  told  me  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off 
fome  time  before,  and  that  the  Child  ad¬ 
vanced  with  the  Legs  and  Feet  foremoft :  up¬ 
on  pailing  up  my  Hand  I  found  the  Legs 
protruded  and  lying  acrofs  in  the  Vagina: 
I  inftantly  brought  down  one  Foot,  which 
lay  forward  towards  the  Os  Pubis  of  the 
Mother,  and  repaffing  my  Hand  in  fearch  of 
.the  other,  I  foon  met  with  it,  and  drew  it 
out;  then  joining  them  together,  I  took  hold 
of  both  with  a  loft  Cloth,  and  as  the  Feet  of 
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the  Child  were  turned  towards  the  Os  Pubis 
of  the  Woman,  as  I  drew  forwards  I  endea¬ 
vour’d  to  turn  them,  by  gently  twilling  the 
Body  with  my  Hand,  and,  by  this  method, 
the  Face  was  turned,  when  the  Shoulders 
came  out,  towards  the  Os  Sacrum  :  I  was  in 
hopes  I  had  then  furmounted  my  greateft 
difficulty,  but  I  found  I  was  miftaken,  for 
the  Head  was  fo  ftrongly  engaged  above  be¬ 
tween  the  Bones,  that  I  could  not  difengage 
or  bring  it  out,  although  I  pafled  two  Fin¬ 
gers  into  it's  Mouth,  and  prefs’d  upon  the 
lower  Jaw,  pulling  at  the  fame  time  with 
my  other  Hand  above  at  the  Shoulders; 
however  at  laft  I  did  bring  it  out,  but  the 
Child,  which  was  born  alive,  died  foon  after, 
partly  from  the  difficulty  in  bringing  out 
the  Head,  and  partly  becaufe  the  Funis  Um- 
biUcalis  had  lain  long  prels'd  between  the 
Head  of  the  Child  and  the  bones  of  the 
Pelvis,  by  which  the  Circulation  through 
the  Funis  was  impeded. 
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CASE  CXLV. 

A  delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
Footling ,  and  came  forwards  as  far 
as  the  Shoulders,  and  there  it  was 

,■  t  j  . 

flopped* 


CEP 7* EMBER  the  5th,  1730.  between 
^  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  at  night  I  was 
fent  for  to  a  Woman  in  Black-Friars  ;  the 
Child  had  prefented  with  the  Feet,  and  was 
protruded  as  far  as  the  Shoulders  fome  time 
before  I  was  fent  for  :  The  Midwife  depend¬ 
ing  upon  her  own  fufficiency,  (although  fhe 
was  very  ignorant)  had  let  the  Child  ad¬ 
vance  too  far,  without  taking  care  to  turn  and 
bring  the  Face  backward  towards  the  Os 
Sacrum ,  and  had  for  fbme  time  endeavour'd 
to  bring  out  the  Head,  but  to  no  purpofe, 
wherefore  at  laft  I  was  fent  for  ;  and  when 
I  came,  I  found  the  Child  as  above  men¬ 
tion’d  flicking  at  the  Shoulders,  with  one 
Hand  brought  down,  and  the  other  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  Womb  ;  the  parts  were  very  dry 
and  fomewhat  fwell'd  by  the  rude  handling 
of  the  Midwife ;  the  Head  lay  high  up,  and 
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was  clofely  engaged  between  the  Bones :  I 
endeavour'd  at  firft,  by  twitting  the  Body, 
and  putting  a  Finger  into  the  Child's  mouth 
to  move  the  Head,  and  bring  the  Face  back¬ 
wards,  which  I  was  glad  to  accomplilh  ;  for 
had  I  left  the  Child  to  advance  with  it's  Face 
towards  the  Mother's  Os  Pubis ,  it  might 
have  been  flopp'd  by  the  Chin's  falling  up* 
on  the  faid  Bone;  which  would  have  made 
the  Cafe  more  difficult :  I  now  clapp'd  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind 
over  the  Shoulders,  and  endeavour'd  to  draw 
the  Head  out  in  aftraitline  ;  but  as  it  did  not 
readily  move,  I  pafs’d  up  two  Fingers  over  the 
Shoulder  of  the  Arm  remaining  in  the  Womb, 
and  brought  that  Arm  down  to  give  more 
room  for  the  Head  to  flip  out :  but  this  would 
not  do,  for  it  did  not  in  the  leaft  advance ; 
and  although  I  had  got  one  Finger  into  the 
Child's  mouth,  and  prefs'd  hard  upon  the 
lower  Jaw  to  bring  the  Face  more  forwards, 
it  was  fo  clofely  lock'd  between  the  bones  of 
the  Pelvis ,  I  could  not  move  it,  fo  that  I 
was  afraid  left  the  Body  fhould  have  fepa- 
rated,  and  the  Head  have  been  left  in  the 
Uterus ,  which  would  have  given  us  no  final! 
trouble :  I  then  removed  the  Woman  out  of 
the  Pofture  file  had  lain  in,  and  turn'd  her 
upon  her  fide,  with  her  Hips  near  to  the 
Bed's  fide,  and  in  this  Pofture  there  was  no 
preflure  upon  her  Os  Sacrum  or  Coccyx:  The 
Woman  being  thus  placed,  I  drew  forwards 
as  before,  and  found  that  the  Head  advanced, 
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and  to  my  no  fmall  fatisfaction  I  brought  it 
out  whole.  The  Placenta  was  flipp'd  out 
beyond  the  Os  internum  into  the  Vagina^  fo 
it  was  eafily  brought  away  ;  the  Child  was 
dead,  as  it  had  been  fome  time  before  I  was 
lent  for. 


;  CASE  CXLVI. 

A  ! Delivery  where  the  Head  prefented> 
and  Jluck  at  the  Temples . 


CEPfEMBER  the  pth,  1730.  a  Plaif- 
^  terer  in  Salisbury-Street  came  to  me  be¬ 
tween  eleven  and  twelve  o’clock  at  night, 
defiring  me  to  go  to  his  Wife,  who  had 
been  forty-eight  hours  in  Labour ;  the  Mid¬ 
wife,  being  very  ignorant,  could  neither  tell 
me  how  the  Child  prefented,  nor  at  what 
time  the  Membranes  broke,  but  anfwered 
me,  according  to  her  dialed,  that  ’twas  a 
dry  Labour;  upon  examination  I  found  the 
Membranes  were  broke,  and  I  imagined  that 
the  Waters  had  paffed  off  by  guflies  at,  and 
driblings  after  every  Throw ;  the  upper  part 
of  the  Head  was  protruded  beyond  the  Os 
TtncXy  by  which  it  was  clofely  girded  :  I 
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therefore,  to  make  the  Paffage  more  free, 
llrove  to  dilate  the  Os  ‘fincce,  by  paffing  my 
Fingers  between  it  and  the  Child's  Head, 
and  by  this  method  it  was  opened  wide 
enough  for  the  Head  to  pafs  readily  through  ; 
but  as  the  Temples  were  clofely  engaged 
above  between  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis,  it 
could  not  advance  by  the  force  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther's  Throws,  which  were  but  weak ;  be- 
fides  fhe  was  ungovernable,  and  would  not 
affift  by  bearing  down ;  on  the  contrary^ 
file  endeavour'd  to  keep  back  and  evade 
them  when  they  came  upon  her  :  As  this 
poor  Woman  was  grown  weak  from  her  long 
fatigue,  I  much  doubted  whether  fhe  could 
be  delivered  by  natural  Pains,  and  therefore 
thought  it  advifable  to  affift,  by  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  help  the  Head  forward  ;  and  I  would 
have  fixed  my  Ext  rati  or  on  each  fide,  but  as 
I  could  not  eafily  pafs  it  up  far  enough,  it 
flipp'd  off  whenever  I  pulled  :  Wherefore  I 
pafled  up  one  fide  between  the  Os  Pubis,  and 
the  Head  of  the  Child,  as  far  as  the  Nape  of  the 
Neck,  and  then  endeavoured,  by  lifting  it 
off  the  faid  Bone,  and  drawing  it  towards 
the  Mother's  Back,  to  bring  it  lower  and 
more  fully  into  the  Paffage  as  often  as  her 
Throws  came  on,  advifing  the  Woman  at 
the  fame  time  to  affift  by  bearing  ftrongly 
down ;  by  this  Method  I  found  the  Head 
gradually  to  fink  down,  and  in  a  little  time, 
I  brought  the  upper  and  hinder  part  of  the 
Head  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi  ;  and  as  the 
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Head  was  now  wholly  difengaged  from  the 
Bones  above,  I  left  the  reft  to  the  force  of 
Throws,  which  becoming  ftronger,  I  with¬ 
drew  my  Inftrument,  and  in  two  or  three 
Pains  it  advanced  fo  far,  that  I  was  able  to 
take  hold,  and  bring  out  all  the  Head  ;  and 
then  clapping  one  Hand  under  the  Chin, 
and  the  other  behind,  I  readily  fetch’d  out 
the  whole  Body.  The  Placenta  adhered 
clofely  to  the  Uterus ,  fo  I  was  forced  to 
feparate  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers 
(taking  care  not  to  hurt  the  Uterus )  and  then 
I  brought  it  away  entire.  The  Child,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  expe&ation  of  all  that  were  pre- 
fent,  proved  a  lively  and  lufty  Girl ;  for  as 
the  poor  Woman  had  been  fo  long  in  La¬ 
bour,  they  concluded  that  the  Child  would 
be  born  dead.  This  Woman,  in  a  former 
Labour  had  been  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  a 
Perfon,  who  pretends  to  perform  any  Deli¬ 
very  without  the  ufe  of  Inftruments;  but, 
upon  enquiry^  I  found  he  had  leffen’d  the 
Head,  before  he  could  bring  out  the  Child. 
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CASE  CXLVII. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Head  prefentedj 
and  Jluck  in  the  Daffage . 

CEPl’EMBER  the  13th,  1730.  a  per- 
^  ion  came  to  me  about  nine  o'clock  at 
night  to  defire  me  to  go  to  his  Wife  near* 
Chriji-Church  in  Southwark  :  When  I  came  % 
there  the  Midwife  informed  me  that  file  had 
been  in  Labour  two  days,  and  that  the 
Membranes  were  broke  and  the  Waters 
paffed  off  feveral  hours  before,  and  that  the 
upper  part  of  the  Head  was  protruded  into  the 
Vagina ;  but,  notwithftanding  her  Throws 
were  ftrong,  and  fhe  affifted  at  the  fame  time 
by  bearing  ftrongly  down,  yet  from  three 
o'clock  that  afternoon,  fhe  could  not  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  Child  had  advanced  at  all.  I 
therefore  paffed  up  my  two  Fore-fingers  and 
found  the  Head  lying  over  and  prefs’d  upon 
the  Os  Pubis ,  and  about  the  Temples  it 
was  lock'd  between  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis ; 
and  as  this  was  the  firft  time  of  the  Woman's 
being  with  Child,  the  Paffage,  not  having 
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ftrait :  The  Midwife  had  tried  by  all  means 
fhe  was  Miftrefis  of,  to  bring  the  Head  for¬ 
wards,  but  could  not  fucceed :  I  gave  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  as  her  Pulfe  was  weak, 
and  her  Spirits  flagg'd,  ftie  ought  to  be  im¬ 
mediately  delivered;  for  if  it  was  deferr'd 
much  longer,  fhe  would  certainly  become 
weaker,  and  confequently  lefs  able  to  aflift 
when  her  Throws  came  on,  and  her  own 
life,  or  Child's,  (which  had  been  for  a  long 
while  flraitly  comprefled  between  the  Bones) 
would  be  in  very  great  danger,  and  perhaps 
the  lives  of  both  Mother  and  Child.  As  the 
Husband  and  Friends  fubmitted  it  wholly  to 
me,  and  left  it  entirely  to  my  Conduct,  I 
*  immediately  went  to  work,  and  taking  one 
fide  of  my  Extractor,  I  pafs’d  it  up  between 
the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Child's  Head,  as  far  as 
the  Nape  of  the  Neck,  and  when  Ihe  was 
leized  with  a  Pain,  I  endeavour'd  to  lift 
the  Head  off  the  faid  Bone,  and  drew  it  to¬ 
wards  the  back  part  of  the  Paflage,  and 
downwards  towards  the  Labia  Pudendi:  By 
this  method  I  found  the  Head  to  advance 
forwards,  and  fink  down  into  the  Paflage ; 
and  in  a  little  time  I  brought  it  fo  far  be¬ 
yond  the  Labiay  that  I  was  able  to  take  hold 
on  each  fide  with  my  Hands  and  bring  it 
quite  out ;  but  as  it  ftuck  within  at  the 
Shoulders,  1  placed  one  Hand  under  the 
Chin,  and  the  other  behind  at  the  hinder 
and  lower  part  of  the  Head,  and  then  gently 
pulling  and  fhaking  it,  advifing  the  Woman 

at 


CASES  in  Midwhrt. 

at  the  fame  time  to  affift  by  bearing  llrongly 
down,  I  foon  drew  out  the  Shoulders,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  I 
found,  when  I  had  brought  out  the  Head, 
that  the  Funis  Umbilkalis  was  drawn  tight 
about  the  Child's  Neck  ;  and  fearing  left 
the  String,  by  it's  compreffing  the  Neck, 
(as  the  Head  advanced)  might  choak  the 
Child,  or  that  the  Burthen  might  have  been 
forced  from  the  Uterus  by  the  String's  being 
Ihorten'd,  as  itmuft  be  of  confequence  when 
twilled  round  the  Neck;  I,  without  delay, 
to  avoid  both  thefe  inconveniencies,  divided 
it ;  and  upon  bringing  out  the  Body  I  imme¬ 
diately  took  hold  of  that  part  of  the  String 
which  was  fatten'd  to  the  Child's  Belly,  and 
ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  up¬ 
on  it,  to  give  a  Check  to  the  blood  which 
would  otherwife  have  run  off,  and  endan¬ 
gered  the  Child's  Life ;  and  then  taking  hold 
of  the  other  part  of  the  String,  I  palfed  up 
one  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and  found  the 
Placenta  clofely  adhering  to  it,  I  therefore 
feparated  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers, 
and  brought  it  out  entire.  The  Child  was 
born  alive,  and  foon  alarm'd  all  that  were 
prefent  with  crying  out  briskly :  both  the 
Head  and  Body  were  very  large,  which 
made  the  Labour  fo  difficult  and  painful. 
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CASE  CXLVIII. 

‘Part  of  the  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus. 

CEP MEMBER  the  a6th,  1730.  a  man 
***  came  to  me  out  of  Shoe-Lane ,  defiring  me 
to  go  to  his  Wife  ;  and  when  I  came  there 
I  found  that  the  Child  was  born,  part  of  the 
Placenta  was  brought  away,  and  part  re¬ 
main'd  in  the  Uterus :  The  Midwife  told  me, 
upon  her  endeavouring  to  bring  out  the 
Burthen,  that  part  of  it  with  the  String  came 
away,  and  fbme  of  it  remain'd  in  the  Womb  \ 
but,  as  I  found,  by  difeourfing  with  her,  fhe 
was  very  ignorant,  I  immediately  palTed  up 
one  Hand  into  the  Vaginay  which  I  found 
wholly  flopp'd  up  with  clods  of  Blood,  thefe 
I  removed,  and  then  palling  my  Hand  fur¬ 
ther  up  into  the  Uterus  almoft  to  it's  Fundus , 
I  there  met  with  the  remainder  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa  which  was  clofely  comprefs'd  by  the 
Uterus  :  At  firft  I  endeavour'd,  by  thrufling 
my  two  Fore-fingers  into  it,  and  then  taking 
hold  of  it  with  my  Thumb  and  the  other 
two  Fingers  to  bring  it  away ;  but  it  broke 
in  my  Hand  j  I  therefore  pafled  my  Hand  to 
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the  uppermoft  part  of  it,  where  I  found  it 
wholly  loofen'd  from  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  but 
the  Uterus  was  clofely  contraded  about  it, 
which  was  the  only  caufe  of  it's  being  re¬ 
tain'd,  and  palling  my  Fingers  between  it 
and  the  Fundus  Uteri ,  I  readily  brought  it 
into  my  Hand,  and  drew  it  all  out :  After 
this  followed  a  large  and  fudden  gulh  of 
blood  ;  but  as  I  had  brought  away  what  re¬ 
main'd  of  the  PlacentUy  and  all  the  clodded 
blood  that  was  extravafated  in  the  Womb 
and  the  Vagina ,  the  Uterus  could  then  clofely 
contrad  itfelf,  and  thereby  the  Mouths  of 
the  Veflels  were  clofed,  and  the  Flooding 
flopped. 


CASE  CXLIX. 

A  ^Delivery  where  loth  Legs  prefented 
lying  acrofs  the  Os  internum. 

OCTOBER  the  id,  1730.  a  Printer  in 
Gray's- Inn- Lane  came  to  me  about  nine 
o'clock  at  Night,  to  defire  me  to  go  to  his 
Wife,  who  was  in  Labour,  and  whom  I  had 
delivered  about  two  years  before;  at  this 
time  the  Child  came  with  it’s  Legs  lying  a- 
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crofs  the  Os  internum ,  fo  that  at  firft,  having 
only  pals’d  up  my  two  Fore-fingers,  I  was 
at  a  lofs  to  know  what  parts  preftnted  ;  but 
palling  my  whole  Hand  I  foon  diftinguilh'd, 
and  found  that  the  firft  parts  I  met  with  were 
the  Shins  of  both  Legs,  which  were  fo  fmall 
I  was  in  doubt  whether  I  felt  the  Legs  or 
the  Arms,  but  upon  examining  further  I 
found  the  Feet;  theft  I  brought  out,  and 
having  got  hold  of  them  with  a  warm  Cloth, 
I  drew  them  forwards,  taking  care  at  the 
fame  time  to  turn  the  Toes  towards  the  Os 
Sacrum ;  for  when  Children  prefen t  either 
with  the  Feet,  Legs,  Knees,  or  Buttocks 
foremoft,  generally  the  Toes  are  turned  to¬ 
wards  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother,  becaufe 
the  Child  finks  down  without  changing  the 
Pofture  it  before  had  in  the  Uterus ,  which  is 
it's  Back  towards  the  Mother's  Back,  and 
it's  Face  towards  the  Mother’s  Belly ;  but 
when  it  comes  in  a  natural  Pofture,  to  wit,  with 
it's  Head  foremoft,  the  Face  then  is  generally 
turn'd  towards  the  Mother's  Back  :  But  to 
return  to  our  Cafe  :  I  readily  drew  out  the 
Child  beyond  the  Hips,  and  fo  on  almoft  to 
the  Shoulders,  when  finding  it  ftuck  above, 
I  firft  brought  down  one  Arm,  and  then,  as 
ufual,  clapping  one  Hand  under  the  Child's 
Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  over  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  I  endeavour'd  to  bring  out  the  Head, 
but  as  it  ftill  flopp'd  in  thePaffage,  I  paffed 
up  two  Fingers  into  the  Child's  Mouth,  and 
'd  upon  the  lower  Jaw  to  draw  the  Face 
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forwards,  pulling  at  the  fame  time  at  the 
Shoulders,  and  advifing  the  Woman  to  alfift 
by  bearing  ftrongly  down  :  by  this  method 
I  foon  brought  out  the  Head,  and  the  Arm 
which  was  left  up  in  the  Uterus  by  the  fide 
of  the  Head  j  and  afterwards  palling  up  my 
Hand  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  I  found  it  whol¬ 
ly  feparated  from  the  Womb,  and  in  part 
protruded  beyond  the  Os  internum ,  and  ly¬ 
ing  in  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  I  readily  brought 
it  away,  and  the  Child  proved  a  lively 
Girl. 


CASE  CL, 

A  t Delivery  where  the  Child  could  not 
pafs  by  reafon  of  the  largenefs  of  the 
Head  and  Shoulders , 

October,  the  4th,  1730.  1  was  call'd 

upon  to  go  to  Difi off - Lane ,  to  the  Wife 
of  an  Ale-houfe  man ;  I  had  within  a  Year 
before  delivered  her  of  a  Child  which  came 
with  the  Breech  foremoft  ;  at  this  time  the 
Child  prefented  right,  with  the  Head  fore- 
moft  $  the  Membranes  were  broke  fome  time 
before  I  came,  and  the  Waters  had  palled 
off  with  gulhes  at  every  Pain  :  The  Woman 
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was  very  fat  and  Ihort  breathed,  and  had 
been  for  fome  time  affli&ed  with  a  Navel 
Rupture,  which  was  fomewhat  large,  and 
pulh'd  outwards;  all  which  were  no  fmall 
impediments  at  this  junfture,  becaufe  Ihe 
could  not  retain  her  Breath,  or  bear  down 
and  affift  herfelf  as  ihe  ought,  whenever  her 
Throws  came  on :  I  advifed  patience,  in 
hopes  that  when  all  the  Waters  were  pafs’d 
off,  her  Throws  would  become  ftronger, 
and  therefore  for  that  time,  only  ordered  her 
a  Clyfter,  with  a  Cordial  Julep  to  fupport 
and  give  her  Spirits,  and  an  Opiate  Draught, 
which  I  have  always  found  more  effe&ual 
than  any,  what  they  call,  forcing  Medicines : 
I  was  defired  to  ftay  and  fee  the  Iflue,  and 
about  three  hours  after  examined  her  again, 
but  could  not  find  that  the  Head  (which  at 
firft  laid  high  up  in  the  Womb)  came  in  the 
leaft  forward  ;  and  indeed  it  was  fo  clofely 
engaged  between  the  Bones,  that  it  could 
not  advance  by  the  ftrength  of  her  Throws. 
I  palTed  up  my  Hand  as  far  as  one  of  the 
Ears,  and  found  the  Face  lying  fideways  to¬ 
wards  the  Mother's  right  Hip,  whence  I  con¬ 
cluded  it  could  not  be  brought  forwards 
without  help;  wherefore  I  palTed  up  one 
fide  of  my  Extractor  between  the  Os  Pubis 
and  the  Child's  Head,  and  fixing  it  near  the 
Ear,  I  endeavour'd  to  allifl:  by  drawing  it 
outwards,  as  often  as  file  was  feized  with  a 
Pain,  advifing  the  Woman  likewife  to  affift 
by  bearing  down,  and  holding  her  Breath 
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as  long  as  Ihe  could,  and  then  to  let  it  out 
leifurely  and  flowly,  when  the  Pain  was 
gone  off,  which  I  have  found  to  be  of  great 
fervice  in  Labours.  I  had  by  this  Method 
lo  far  the  defired  fuccefs,  that  I  found  the 
Head  to  advance  and  come  forward  at  every 
Throw,  and  in  a  lhort  time  brought  it  fo  far 
beyond  the  Labia  Pudendiy  that  I  could  take 
hold  on  each  fide  :  I  now  thought  1  had  fur- 
mounted  my  greateft  difficulty,  but  foon 
found  myfelf  miftaken ;  for  the  Shoulders  be¬ 
ing  large,  occafion’d  new  trouble :  I  endea¬ 
voured  by  clapping  one  Hand  under  the 
Ghin,  and  the  other  behind  the  Head,  and 
drawing  forwards,  (at  the  fame  time  fliaking 
the  Head)  to  extricate  the  Shoulders,  but 
they  advanced  very  flowly,  fo  that  I  was 
afraid  the  Child  would  have  been  loft ;  but 
at  length  I  was  able  to  pafs  a  Finger  into 
one  Arm-pit,  with  which  I  brought  the 
Shoulder  forwards  :  and  then  taking  hold 
again  on  each  fide  of  the  Head,  I  pulled 
boldly,  and  foon  extricated  the  other  Shoul¬ 
der  ;  the  remaining  parts  readily  followed. 
I  now  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Liga¬ 
ture  upon  the  Funis  Umbilicalis ,  whilft,  at 
the  fame  time,  I  pafs’d  up  one  Hand  by  the 
String  into  the  Vagina ,  and  fo  forward  to¬ 
wards  the  Os  internum ,  which  I  found  (al¬ 
though  the  Child  had  pafs’d  through  it  juft 
before)  very  much  contraded,  fo  that  I  could 
not  readily  pafs  my  Hand  into  the  Uterus . 
This  fudden  contraftion  of  the  Os  Ttncce  is 

the 

3, 


35  9 


,<5o  CASES  in  Midvvifry. 

the  reafon  that  Midwives  are  fo  often  foil'd 
in  bringing  away  th e  Placenta,  although  it 
is  wrholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus  ;  for  if  it 
comes  with  it's  flat  part  firft,  as  it  generally 
does,  and  the  Os  internum  has  before  con¬ 
tracted  itfelf,  it  cannot  readily  pafs  through : 
And  as  Mid  wives  are  generally  ignorant  of 
the  Method  of  palling  the  Hand  into  the 
Uterus  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  they  are  forced, 
when  they  have  fuffered  the  Os  Uteri  to  con- 
trad,  to  fend  for  other  afliftance.  Imme¬ 
diately  I  pafled  my  Hand,  though  it  was 
with  fome  difficulty,  into  the  Womb,  where 
I  found  the  Placenta  clofely  adhering  to  it, 
I  therefore  inftantly  feparated  it  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  brought  it  out. 
Whilft  I  was  feparating  the  Placenta  I  found 
the  Child,  contrary  to  my  expe&ation  (the 
difficulty  being  fb  great  in  bringing  it)  to 
be  alive,  of  which  it  foon  fatisfied  all  that 
were  prefent  by  crying  loudly;  but,  as  I 
was  informed  the  next  day,  about  two  hours 
after  it  was  feized  with  a  Conyulfion-fit,  in 
which  it  died. 
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CASE  CLI. 

A  Delivery  of  Drains  about  feven  months 

old. 


f~\C7’0  BER  the  6th,  1730.  I  was  lent 
^  for  about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  the  Wife  of  a  Snuff-box  Maker  in  Dean- 
Street  near  Red-Lion-Square ,  who  was,  ac¬ 
cording  to  her  calculation,  about  leven 
Months  gone  with  Child  •  I  had  been  with 
her  about  three  Months  before,  when  Ihe 
was  under  fome  apprehenfions  of  milcarrying, 
but  by  proper  applications  I  cured  her  at 
that  time ;  but  now  one  Foetus  was  brought 
away  before  I  was  fent  for,  and  the  Midwife 
not  being  able  to  bring  away  the  Placenta , 
occafion'd  my  being  fent  for.  Immediately 
I  would  have  endeavoured  to  pafs  my  Hand 
in  fearch  of  the  Flacenta ;  but  the  Woman 
could  not  be  readily  perfuaded  to  admit  me, 
and  made  fome  ftruggle,  until  fhe  was  over¬ 
come  by  the  perfuafions  of  her  friends,  and 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  Danger  Ihe  was  in, 
lhould  it  not  be  brought  away  ;  fo  that  at 
length  Ihe  admitted  me  to  pafs  my  whole 
Hand  into  the  Vagina,  and  fo  on  to  the  Os 
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internum ,  which  I  found  fo  much  contra&cd 
that  it  would  fcarcely  admit  the  ends  of  four 
Fingers ;  but  having  by  degrees  dilated  the 
Orifice,  I  got  my  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and 
found  fomething  harder  than  a  Placenta:  this 
proved  to  be  another  Foetus  inclofed  in  it's 
Membranes,  which  were  much  diftended  by 
the  Waters ;  I  broke  the  Membranes  imme¬ 
diately  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and 
then  putting  my  Hand  within  them,  I  fearch'd 
for  the  Feet :  The  firft  part  I  met  with  was 
the  Head,  which  I  pafs’d  by,  and  went  on 
in  fearch  of  the  Feet,  and  foon  met  with  one 
Foot,  this  I  brought  out,  and  as  I  had  fuffi- 
ciently  dilated  the  Os  internum ,  the  Foetus 
being  likewife  very  fmall,  I  judg'd  I  might 
eafily  draw  it  out  by  the  Leg  already  brought 
down,  without  giving  her*  frefh  pain  by 
paffing  up  my  Hand  again  to  fetch  down  the 
other  :  I  therefore  took  hold  of  the  Leg  I 
had  fecured,  and  gently  drew  it  forwards ;  I 
fay  gently,  for  had  I  ufed  any  force,  I  might 
have  torn  it  from  the  Body,  the  Leg  being 
very  fmall  and  tender ;  at  the  fame  time  I 
advifed  the  Woman  to  affift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down,  which  much  contributed  to 
the  bringing  out  of  the  Hips,  Body  and 
Head,  all  which  foon  followed ;  and  upon 
paffing  up  my  Hand  to  fetch  the  After-Bur¬ 
thens,  there  being  two  entirely  feparate  ;  X 
met  with  the  Burthen,  belonging  to  the  Foe- 
his  firft  born,  protruded  and  lying  in  the 
Vagina 'r  this  I  immediately  brought  away  ; 

and 
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and  then,  repairing  my  Hand,  I  found  the 
other  lying  within  the  Uterus ,  but  wholly 
feparated  from  it,  fb  that  I  had  no  more 
difficulty  in  bringing  this  than  the  former. 


CASE  CLII. 

A  delivery  where  one  Elbow  prefented 
and  was  protruded  Into  the  Vagina. 

*  ,  Z  J  '  *  ^  \  jr  -  -  *  \  *  '  r  <  *  |  < 

OCTOBER  the  ijth,  1730.  I  was  fent 
for,  between  eight  and  nine  in  the 
Evening,  to  a  poor  Woman  in  Labour  in 
Church-Court  near  St.  Martin  %  Church:  up¬ 
on  the  breaking  of  her  Membranes,  the  Mid¬ 
wife  found  one  Elbow  prefenting  firft,  and 
protruded  into  the  Uagina,  whereupon  fhe 
immediately  defired  my  help,  and  endea¬ 
vour'd  to  return,  or,  at  leaft,  retain  the  Arm 
that  it  Ihould  not  fink  further  down:  When 
I  came,  fhe  told  me  that  the  poor  Woman 
had  not  had  any  return  of  her  Throws  from 
the  time  that  the  Membranes  broke,  and  the 
Waters  run  off,  which  I  was  well-pleas’d  to 
hear,  becaufe  had  forcing  Pains  came  on,  the 
Arm  would  have  been  driven  lower  down, 
and  the  Shoulder  more  clofely  engaged  be- 
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tween  the  bones  of  the  ^Pelvis ,  which  would 
have  added  to  the  difficulty  of  either  return¬ 
ing  the  Arm  back  again,  or  palling  the 
Hand  by  the  Shoulder  into  the  Uterus,  to 
turn  the  Child  and  reach  the  Feet.  Upon 
palling  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  1  found 
the  Arm  lying  bent  in  it,  but  wholly  pro¬ 
truded  beyond  the  Os  internum ,  which  was 
clofely  contra&ed  about  it,  fo  that  I  was 
forced  to  dilate  the  Os  internum  before  I 
could  return  the  Arm  ;  which  done,  I  pafled 
my  Hand  within  the  Uterus ,  and  the  firft 
part  I  met  with  was  the  Shoulder;  this  I 
piifh'd  upwards,  and  fo  made  way  to  pafs 
my  Hand  forward  in  fearch  of  the  Feet ;  I  then 
met  with  the  Head  lying  on  one  fide,  bent 
towards  the  other  Shoulder,  and  all  the  parts 
were  fo  huddled  together,  that  I  could  not 
readily  get  hold  of  either  Leg  or  Foot ;  at 
length  I  met  with  one  Knee,  and  flipping  my 
Hand  down  the  Leg,  I  got  hold  of  the  Foot 
and  brought  it  into  the  Vagina  :  I  pafled  in  my 
Hand  again  in  fearch  of  the  other  Foot,  which 
I  found  bent  upwards  towards  the  Child's 
Belly,  and  it  was  not  an  eafy  matter  to 
bring  it  out ;  I  therefore  took  hold  of  the 
Leg  before  brought  out  with  a  foft  Cloth, 
and  advifed  the  Woman  to  aflift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down,  whilft  I  at  the  fame  time 
drew  the  Leg  outwards,  by  which  Method 
I  found  the  Hips  to  advance  and  fink  into 
the  Vagina ;  and  as  foon  as  I  was  able,  I 
pafs’d  up  a  Finger  into  the  Groin  of  the  Leg 

that 
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that  was  bent  upwards,  and  preffing  there, 
whilft  I  pull’d  the  other  Leg,  I  foon  ex¬ 
tricated  the  Hips,  and  taking  hold  above 
them,  I  brought  out  the  Body  almoft  to  the 
Shoulders;  the  Child  ftuck  at  the  Shoulders, 
which  obliged  me  to  bring  down  the  Arms, 
and  then  clapping  one  Hand,  as  ufual,  flat 
to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  over  the 
Shoulders,  I  endeavour'd  to  bring  down  the 
Head  ;  but  as  the  Paffage  was  much  ftrait- 
ned  by  the  Convexity  of  the  Os  Sacrum,  the 
Head  was  flopped  above  at  the  Temples :  I 
now  pafled  one  Finger  into  the  Child's 
Mouth,  and  prefling  upon  the  lower  Jaw  at 
the  fame  time  that  I  pull'd  at  the  Shoulders, 
I  ftrove  to  draw  down  the  Face,  and  bring 
out  the  Head,  which,  at  laft,  with  great 
difficulty,  and  not  without  apprehenfions  of 
feparating  it  from  the  Body,  I  brought  out 
whole  ;  but  the  Child  was  dead  :  The  Pla¬ 
centa  readily  followed,  being  wholly  fepa- 
rated  from  the  Uterus ,  and  partly  protruded 
into  the  Vagina . 
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CASE  CLIII. 

A  Flooding  after  a  Mifcarriage. 

CT’O  £  ER  the  1 8th,  1730.  a  Carpenter 
^  near  Rujfel- Court  in  Drury -Lane  came 
to  me,  and  defired  I  would  go  to  his  Wife, 
who  judged  herfelf  to  be  nine  or  ten  Weeks 
gone  with  Child  :  She  had  for  fome  days 
laboured  under  a  Flooding,  and  had  loft  a 
very  large  quantity  of  blood,  fo  that  file  was 
very  much  funk  and  difpirited,  and  had 
fainted  feveral  times :  Upon  my  coming  I 
firft  felt  her  Pulfe,  which  I  found  very  low 
and  weak;  file  complained  of  a  grinding 
Pain  in  her  Back,  and  a  forcing  down  and 
weight  upon  the  Os  T'inc&  'j  I  therefore 
thought  it  neceffary  to  Touch  her,  believing 
whatever  was  to  come  away  was  lodged  up¬ 
on,  and  flopp’d  up  the  Os  Cfincce,  which  might 
occafion  thofe  complaints.  I  found  the  Va¬ 
gina  and  Os  internum  choak’d  up  with  coa¬ 
gulated  blood,  the  latter  very  little  open, 
and  not  wide  enough  to  admit  the  paffing  up 
of  one  Finger;  however,  with  the  end  of 
my  Finger  I  felt  a  foft  fubflance  within,  ly¬ 
ing  at  the  Mouth  of  the  Womb  :  at  that  time 

I  thought 
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I  thought  it  advifable  not  to  attempt  the 
fetching  it,  in  hopes  that  the  Os  internum 
would  fink  lower,  and  Ipread  wider;  and 
therefore  I  only  ordered  her  the  following 
Draught  and  Mixture,  promifing  to  fee  her 
again  in  a  few  hours. 

t  s  *  •  *  *■ 

Aq.  Plantaginh  gij.  Cinnam .  fart. 
Laud  an.  Liq .  gutt.  xij.  Syr .  e  Me  c  onto 
5iij.  Terrce  Japon.  pulv.  9i.  m.  f 
Haufaus  Jiatim  fumend . 

fy.  Aq.  Plantagin .  Germin.  uerci  71  giij, 
Cinnam.  fart.  ten.  7a  §i.  Syr.  Limon.  §i. 
Terr#  Japon.  pulv.  5i.  Cap .  Cochl.  iij. 
vel  iv.  fubinde. 

/ 7 1 1  '  , .  ,  v  ;  ’ 

About  three  hours  after  I  called  again, 
when  I  was  informed  that  the  draining  con¬ 
tinued,  but  in  a  leffer  quantity ;  fhe  had  a 
pain  in  the  Back,  and  a  greater  weight  and 
preflure  upon  the  Os  internum .  I  touched 
her  again,  and  found  the  Os  internum  funk 
lower,  and  opened  wide  enough  to  admit 
one  Finger  to  pals  into  it,  with  which  I 
felt  a  foft  fubftance  ;  this  I  judged  to  be  the 
Placenta- i\ unk  low  down,  and  lying  at  the 
Os  Tine <e.  I  therefore  palfed  one  Finger  up 
into  the  Uterus ,  where  I  found  the  aforefaid 
llibftance  lying  loofe  in  the  Uterus  ;  where¬ 
upon  I  thruft  my  Finger  further  up,  and 
bending  the  end  in  the  manner  of  a  Hook, 
over  the  faid  fubftance,  I  drew  it  out,  upon 

'  which. 
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which  the  Flooding,  and  the  grinding  and 
forcing  Pains  went  off.  I  then  ordered  her 
a  Cordial  Bolus  to  be  taken  immediately,  at 
flight,  and  the  next  morning,  with  three  or 
four  fpoonfuls  of  a  Julep,  after  each  Bolus; 
*  or  at  any  other  time,  in  cafe  flie  was  faint 
or  fick.  I  call'd  the  next  day,  and  found 
her  very  brisk  and  free  from  all  her  former 
complaints,  and  that  fhe  had  had  no  return 
of  her  Flooding  from  the  time  I  brought 
the  fubftance  away. 


*k  rfr  ir1 *  i'  ft •k ft  *Je»  *  4? ft  4r  i?  ir  ft ’k •k 4?  ft ir  •fr  1? tk  ir 
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CASE  CLIV. 

The  Delivery  of  a  foft  Body3  which 
occajtond  a  violent  Flooding. 

/~\C7>0 B ER  the  aid,  1730.  I  was  fent 
^  for  to  the  wife  of  a  Gentleman  of  the 
long  Robe  in  Lincoln’  s-Inn :  She  was,  as  fhe 
judged,  about  ten  weeks  gone  with  Child, 
and  about  three  Days  before  lhe  had  been 
feized  with  a  violent  Flooding,  which  con¬ 
tinuing,  had  reduced  her  to  a  very  low  and 
weak  condition,  fo  that  fhe  often  fainted, 
had  cold  and  clammy  Sweats,  was  now  and 
then  convuls'd,  and  her  Pulfe  was  fo  low 
that  it  could  fcarcely  be  felt ;  all  which 

ap- 
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appearances  not  only  alarmed  her,  but  alfo 
her  Husband  and  Friends.  I  enquired  of 
Mrs.  Luddington ,  the  Midwife,  whether  lhe 
had  Touched  her,  lhe  anfwered  that  lhe  had, 
but  could  not  feel  any  thing;  I  therefore 
thought  it  convenient  to  Touch  her,  and 
paffed  up  two  of  my  Fingers  into  the  Vagina y 
where  I  found  lome  Clots  of  blood,  which  I 
drew  out,  and  then  examining  farther,  I 
could  not  perceive  any  thing  lying  upon  the 
Os  internum ,  which  was  very  little  opened, 
and  would  not  admit  the  palling  in  of  one 
Finger  :  As  lhe  had  taken  a  Clyfter  of  warm 
Milk  by  the  direction  of  the  Midwife,  and 
as  her  Flooding  had  been  abated  for  fome 
time,  and  lhe  very  timerous  and  unwilling 
that  I  Ihould  attempt  to  deliver  her  ;  I  there¬ 
fore,  for  that  time,  ordered  her  a  quieting 
and  aftringent  draught,  and  allured  her  I 
would  come  again  in  an  hour  or  two,  being 
in  hopes  that  I  might  then  find  the  Os  inter¬ 
num  more  dilated  ;  but  in  little  more  than 
an  hour  after,  I  was  fent  for  in  a  great  hur¬ 
ry  ;  I  was  told  that  her  Flooding  had  return'd 
with  great  Violence,  and  that  they  were 
afraid  lhe  would  be  dead  before  I  could  get 
to  her  :  I  found  her  now  weaker,  and  her 
Spirits  more  funk,  and  therefore  ftrongly 
prels'd  her  to  admit  me  to  attempt  the  fetch¬ 
ing  away  whatever  caufed  the  Flooding, 
which  fhe,  though  with  great  difficulty,  at 
laft  fubmitted  to.  I  therefore  again  palfed 
up  my  two  Fore-fingers  into  the  Vagina,  to 

B  b  b  the 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

the  Os  internum ,  where  I  then  found  a  foft 
Body  partly  protruded  out ;  whereupon  I 
immediately  took  hold  of  it  between  my  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  readily  brought  it  away,  after 
which  her  Flooding  and  Pain  inftantly 
ceafed ;  but  as  fhe  was  reduced  very  low 
from  the  large  quantity  of  blood  lhe  had  be¬ 
fore  loft,  I  w'as  afraid  fhe  would  die ;  there¬ 
fore,  firft  putting  dry  and  foft  linen  Clouts 
warmed  to  her  body,  to  defend  her  from  the 
wet  and  cold,  I  ordered  her  half  a  Nutmeg 
fliced,  mixed  with  fine  Sugar,  and  a  draught 
of  Sack  and  Water,  and  defired  fhe  might 
be  kept  very  quiet  and  ftill ;  but  lhe  vomited 
up  this  Medicine  in  a  fhort  time  after  it  was 
taken,  which  occafion’d  a  return  of  her  faint¬ 
ing  fits;  wherefore  I  then  gave  her  four 
Spoonfuls  of  a  Cordial  Pearl  Julep,  before 
ordered  by  Dr.  Wharton ,  who  had  been  with 
her,  and  direfted  their  fending  for  me ;  this 
ftaid  with  her,  and  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  I  gave  her  a  Cordial  Bolus,  with  four 
Spoonfuls  of  the  Cordial,  as  prefcribed  by 
the  Doftor :  I  ftaid  with  her  about  an  hour, 
in  which  time  her  cold  Sweats  left  her,  and 
her  pulfe  began  to  rife  a  little,  and  file  had 
fomewhat  recovered  her  fpirits,  but  ftill  con¬ 
tinued  very  cold  :  I  waited  upon  her,  accord¬ 
ing  to  her  defire,  about  three  hours  after, 
when  I  found  her  pulfe  very  much  raifed, 
and  her  Hands  and  other  parts  warm  as  in 
her  natural  temper,  and  fhe  was  now  very 
and  brisk.  I  then  directed  ihe  fhould 
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keep  herfelf  quiet,  and  take  chicken  broth, 
and  other  nourifhments  often,  but  in  fmall 
quantities,  for  fear  of  offending  her  Stomach 
and  caufing  Vomiting,  which  might  produce 
ill  confequences  :  The  next  morning,  upon 
my  yifiting  her,  I  was  informed  that  fhe  had 
refted  well,  her  pulfe  was  full  and  regular, 
and  fhe  was  very  brisk  and  lively  :  I  then  ad- 
vifed  a  nourifhing,  cooling,  and  thickning 
diet,  and  ordered  that  no  body  fhould  difturb 
her  reft,  and  that  fhe  fhould  keep  herfelf 
ftill,  by  which  means  fhe  mended  daily,  and 
recovered  in  a  fhort  time. 


CASE  CLV. 


A  ‘Delivery  of  ‘Twins,  a  Girl  and 
Boy :  the  Girl  was  delivered  by  a 
natural  Birth  twenty-jour  hours  be¬ 
fore  the  Boy ,  who  prefented  with 
one  Hand  and  one  Foot. 

A/O VE  MB  ER  the  ill,  1730.  I  was  fent 
’  for  to  a  Woman  in  Boyle’s- Head-Court 
in  the  Strand,  who  had  been  delivered  of 
one  Child,  a  Daughter,  the  day  before  I 
came;  but  as  the  Midwife  could  not  for 
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near  twenty-four  hours  feel  any  thing  but 
the  Membranes  of  the  other  Child,  which 
were  full  and  preffed  by  the  Waters  contain’d 
in  them,  fhe  judged  that  the  fecond  Child 
prefented  in  a  wrong  pofture  for  Birth  r 
Whereupon  I  was  fent  for,  and  paffing  up 
my  Hand  I  found  the  Membranes  as  before, 
but  could  not,  until  I  had  got  my  Hand  in¬ 
to  the  Oj  internum ,  feel  any  part  of  the 
Child!  I  firft  met  with  one  Foot,  and 
afterwards  a  Hand ;  I  therefore  immediately 
broke  the  Membranes  with  my  Fingers,  and 
putting  my  Hand  (at  the  fame  time  the  Wa¬ 
ters  were  running  off)  between  them,  I  took 
hold  of  the  Foot,  which  I  drew  out,  and 
then  paffed  up  my  Hand  again  into  the  Uu» 
rus  in  fearch  of  the  other  Leg  and  Foot ; 
which  being  bent  upwards  towards  the  Child’s 
Belly,  could  not  readily  be  brought  out ;  and 
as  the  Paffage  was  dilated  by  the  paffing  of 
the  former  Child,  I  was  the  lefs  lollicitous 
about  bringing  it  down  ;  and  taking  hold  of 
the  Leg  already  fetch’d  out  with  a  foft  Cloth, 
I  drew  it  gently  forwards,  advifing  the  Wo¬ 
man  to  affift  at  the  fame  time,  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down,  and  at  length  I  found  the 
Hips  to  advance  and  fink  down  beyond  the 
Os  internum  into  the  Vaginay  and  lo  on  gra¬ 
dually  to  the  Labia  Pudendi  :  I  then  paffed 
up  one  Finger,  and  fixing  it  near  the  Groin, 
in  the  bending  of  the  Thigh,  I  gently  pulled 
the  Thigh,  which  very  much  contributed  to 
the  bringing  out  of  the  Hips ;  the  Child 
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coming  with  it's  Face  towards  the  Mother's 
Belly,  as  I  brought  it  forwards,  I  turn'd  the 
Face  toward  the  Anas:  Having  at  length 
drawn  it  as  far  as  the  Shoulders,  I  found  it 
ftuck  above  at  the  Head  ;  this  was  occafion'd 
by  the  convexity  of  the  Os  Sacrum,^ which 
much  ftraitned  the  Paflage:  To  make  more 
room,  I  firft  brought  down  both  the  Arms, 
and  paffing  up  one  Finger  into  the  Child's 
Mouth,  I  prefs'd  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  by 
which  I  brought  the  Face  forwards,  and  at 
the  fame  time  I  pulled  behind  at  the  Shoul¬ 
ders,  whereby  the  Head  was  brought  lower 
into  the  Vagina ,  and  in  a  fliort  time  quite 
out.  I  thought  at  firft  that  the  Child  would 
have  been  born  dead,  ,  from  the  difficulty  I 
had  in  bringingdt  away,  but  I  was  foon  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  contrary  by  it’s  crying,  briskly. 

Upon  paffing  my  Hand  to  fetch  the  Placenta , 

I  found  there  were  two  Burdens  perfe&ly 
diftind  and  feparate.  This  Child  was  a 
Boy. 


CASE 
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CASE  CL  VI. 

A  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus: 

MOV EMBER  the  2d,  1730.  I  was 
-*  *  call'd  upon  to  go  to  New-Street  in  Fet¬ 
ter-Lane  ,  to  a  Woman  whofe  Child  was 
born,  but  the  Midwife  could  not  bring  the 
Placenta ;  I  therefore  immediately  paffed  up 
my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  and  found  the  Os 
internum  very  much  contra&ed,  the  Child 
being  protruded  above  an  hour  before ;  I 
had  fome  difficulty  to  dilate  it  again,  to 
pals  my  Hand  and  fetch  the  j Placenta,  but  at 
length  I  effected  it,  and  brought  out  the 
Placenta  with  the  Membranes  which  before 
contain'd  the  Child.  This  fliews  how  highly 
requilite  it  is,  immediately  after  the  protru- 
fion  of  the  Child,  to  pals  your  Hand  and 
fetch  the  Placenta  ;  for  generally,  as  foon  as 
the  Uterus  is  difingaged  of  the  Child,  the  Os 
Tine ce  is  fo  contracted,  that  the  Placenta  can¬ 
not  readily  pafs  through  it.  ’ 


CASE 
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CASE  CLVII. 

yf  Foetus  dJw  j^jc  month’s  old  contained 
tn  a  Sacculus  without  the  Womb%  and 
protruded  through  the  Anus. 


terman  near  Cupid’ s-Bridge.  This  Woman,, 
about  the  middle  of  Augujt  laft,  believed  file 
was  between  three  and  four  months  gone 
with  Child ;  fhe  then  had  the  ufual  Symp¬ 
toms  foregoing  and  attending  a  Mifcarriage  ^ 
a  Flooding  and  a  great  Pain,,  which  began 
in  the  Back,  and  terminated  forwards  in  the 
Belly  :  and  upon  Touching,  I  found  the  Os 
'Tincce  fomewhat  dilated,  from  whence  I  con¬ 
cluded  a  Mifcarriage  would  enfue  ;  where-' 
fore  I  then  ordered  her  a  Carminative  Ciyfter 
and  a  quieting  draught  after  it.  I  was  fome 
time  after  informed  by  her  Husband,  that 
although  fhe  believ’d  that  file  had  mifcarried, 
yet  that  now  file  thought  herfelf  quick,  as 
feeling  fomewhat  to  move  in  her  Belly,  like 
the  movement  file  had  feveral  times  before 
perceiv'd  after  former  Quickening :  Thus  it: 

pafs'd 
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pafs’d  on  for  about  fix  or  feven  weeks,  in 
which  time  fhe  grew  much  bigger,  and  the 
motion  was  more  perceptible,  fo  that  there 
remain’d  no  doubt  of  her  being  with  Child. 
About  the  3d  of  October  file  was  feiz’d  with 
violent  pains  both  in  her  Belly  and  Back, 
which  daily  encreafing,  her  Sifter,  by  her  , 
defire,  came  to  me  on  the  fixth,  when  I  went 
to  her,  and  found  her  labouring  under  very 
great  pains,  and  other  complaints  like  thofe 
preceding  a  Mifcarriage  or  a  Delivery,  Ihews 
of  blood  excepted  j  but  to  be  better  fatisfied, 
and  to  ftrengthen  my  opinion,  I  pafs'd  up  two 
Fingers  into  the  Vagina ,  to  examine  by  the 
Touch  whether  the  Os  Tine#  began  to  open 
and  fpread  ;  when,  to  my  very  great  fur- 
prize,  I  found  fomewhat,  that  caufed  a  large 
and  unufual  fulnefs  and  tenfion,  which  I 
then  judged  to  be  the  Body  of  the  Uterus 
funk  low  into,  and  much  diftending  the  Va¬ 
gina:  it  was  extended  backwards  and  prefs’d 
againft  the  Rectum ,  fb  that  the  excrements 
could  not  readily  pafs,  neither  could  the 
Woman,  from  it’s  preffure  upon  the  Neck  of 
the  Bladder,  freely  make  Water.  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  find  the  Os  Tinea?,  but  could  not, 
although  I  very  carefully  examined  all  about 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers ;  from  hence  I 
fudged,  that  the  Fundus  Uteri  mull  have 
receded  from  it's  natural  fituation,  and  was 
bent  backwards  towards  the  ReEium ,  in 
which  opinion  I  was  the  more  ftrength- 
ned,  from  the  fulnefs  I  - had  before  felt, 

ftretch- 
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ftretching  backwards;  and  thereupon  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  Os  I’incx  muft  lie  very  for¬ 
ward  ;  wherefore  I  endeavoured  to  pals  my 
Fingers  between  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  ful- 
nefs,  which  prefled  againft  the  upper  edge 
of  the  faid  bone  ;  this,  with  fome  difficulty, 
I  effefted,  and  at  length,  at  leaft  two  inches 
above  the  faid  Bone,  I  felt  the  Os  finely 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers :  The  caufe  of 
this  fituation  will  more  clearly  appear  in  the 
purfuit  of  this  account.  I  ordered  her  a 
Carminative  Clyfter,  and  Anodirn  and  quiet¬ 
ing  Medicines,  to  relieve  her  pain,  which 
being  very  great,  fhe  was  obliged  to  repeat 
the  latter  every  twelve  hours,  and  to  cake 
proper  Cordials  to  fupport  Nature  ;  the 
Clyfter  was  to  be  repeated  now  and  then,  as 
occafion  required.  She  continued  after  this 
manner  till  the  20th,  only  that  for  fome 
days  before,  a  water  tinged  with  blood  came 
away,  as  fhe  judged,  by  the  Anus ;  and 
this,  fhe  believ'd,  proceeded  from  the  Piles, 
which  fhe  was  fometimes  troubled  with  ;  but 
by  the  Sequel  it  will  appear  to  be  the  Wa¬ 
ter  in  which  the  Foetus  floated,  and  that  the 
blood  proceeded  from  the  opening  of  fome 
fmall  Yeffels.  On  the  20th  her  Husband 
came  to  me  about  fix  o'clock  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing,  telling  me  that  the  Midwife  had  brought 
away  a  Foetus ,  but  could  not  compleat  her 
bufinefs;  whereupon  I  immediately  went 
with  him,  and  the  Midwife  as  foon  as  I  came 
told  me,  that  a  Foetus  was  protruded  through 
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the  Anus ;  and,  to  confirm  it,  defired  me  to 
examine,  which  I  did  immediately,  and 
found  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  hanging  out  of, 
and  below  the  Anus ,  about  two  or  three 
inches :  I  thereupon  pafled  up  my  two  Fore¬ 
fingers  by  the  String  into  the  Anusy  where, 
about  three  inches  up,  I  found  an  opening, 
as  I  then  judged,  into  the  Uterusy  wide 
enough  to  admit  the  ends  of  three  or  four 
Fingers,  and  the  Navel-firing  palling  in 
through  it ;  from  hence  I  was  alfured  that 
the  Foetus  had  come  out  that  way.  I  then 
endeavoured,  with  my  Fingers  palfed  into 
that  opening,  to  bring  away  the  Placenta ;  but 
as  it  was  very  rotten,  upon  pulling  it  tore 
between  my  Fingers,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to 
bring  it  away  in  fmall  pieces,  and  at  laft  was 
obliged  to  leave  a  large  part  of  it.  The  Sep¬ 
tum  or  Partition  between  the  Anus  and  the 
Vagina  was  entirely  whole,  and  no  perfora¬ 
tion  through  it,  the  Opening  into  the  Gut 
being  above  it.  From  all  thefe  appearances 
I  then  concluded  that  a  Mortification  muft 
have  began  in  the  Uterus ,  and  from  it’s 
contiguity  been  communicated  to  the  Retfum y 
fo  that  Nature,  endeavouring  to  expel  what 
was  here  contained,  by  forcing  it  againft 
this  part  already  mortified,  and  confequent- 
ly  ready  to  give  way  and  feparate  upon  any 
preflure  made  againft  it,  produced  this  Open¬ 
ing,  and  the  protrufion  of  the  Foetus  through 
it  into  the  ReBumr  and  fo  on  through  the 
Anus . 


There 
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There  was  a  large  difcharge of  grumous 
blood  and  other  Subftances  through  the 
Anus ,  which  continued  coming  away  until 
the  26th  of  the  fame  Month,  when  the  Wo¬ 
man  died  about  three  o’clock  in  the  After¬ 
noon.  I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  there 
was  a  fulnefs  and  hardnefs  very  perceptible 
to  be  felt  outwardly  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
Belly,  fome  diftance  below  the  Navel,  from 
the  time  that  the  j Foetus,  &c.  came  away, 
to  the  hour  of  her  death  ;  which,  upon 
opening  the  Body,  I  was  well  allured,  was 
the  Uterus  drove  upwards  and  forwards  by 
the  Sacculus,  which  being  large  and  diftended 
filled  up  the  Pelvis ,  and  by  it's  bulk  preffed 
the  Uterus  both  upwards  and  forwards.  Dr. 
Dodd ,  Phyfician  to  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpi- 
tal,  was  prefent  whilft  Mr.  Nourje ,  Surgeon 
to  the  faid  Hofpital,  and  myfelf  opened  the 
Body,  and  found  the  parts  as  hereafter  de¬ 
ferred. 

The  Vagina,  Uterus ,  Ligament  a  rotunda, 
tht  Ovary ,  Fallopian  Tube,  and  Ligamentum 
latum,  together  with  the  Hypogajlrick  and 
Spermatick  Veffels  on  the  left  fide  were  in  a 
natural  State  :  The  Fallopian  Tube  on  the 
right  fide,  we  traced  from  the  Fundus  Uteri 
almoft  to  the  Morfus  Diaboli,  where  it  open’d 
into,  and  was  confufedly  and  clofely  united 
with  a  Sac  cuius ,  immediately  to  be  defcribed. 
The  Ovary  on  this  fide,  together  with  the 
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Ligament um  latum. ,  was  dilated  into  a  large 
Saccjtlus  of  an  irregular  form,  extending  it- 
ielf  behind  the  Uterus,  (to  the  back  part  of 
which  it  adhered)  and  palling  on  towards 
the  left  fide,  was  connefted  to  that  part  of 
the  Colon  that  terminates  in  the  Refilum,  a 
alfo  to  the  Refitum.  In  this  Sacculus  we  found 
part  of  a  Placenta ,  and  the  Remains  of  the 
lacerated  Membranes ;  and  befides  the  Aper¬ 
ture  of  the  Fallopian  Tube  mention’d  before, 
there  was  another  about  four  inches  in  Dia¬ 
meter,  into  the  middle  of  the  Refit  am  :  That 
part  of  the  Ureter  on  the  right  fide,  which 
lay  between  the  Ovary  and  the  Kidney  was 
dilated,  and  io  was  that  part  of  the  Return 
between  the  Aperture  and  the  Colon  :  The 
dilatation  of  both  thefe  Canals  was  caufed 
from  the  contents  being  obftrufted  in  their 
paffage.  As  this  Cafe  was  communicated  to 
the  Royal  Society ,  and  the  parts  lhewn  there, 
the  Prefident,  Sir  Hans  Sloane ,  ordered  two 
Draughts  to  be  taken  of  them,  which!  have 
here  annexed, 

F  i  g.  I.  Shews  the  Uterus  with  the  Sac  cu¬ 
ius  behind  it,  part  of  the  Colon  and  the 
Refitum ;  the  Fallopian  Tubes ,  Ovary  on  the 
left  fide,  Ligament  a  rotunda ,  and  the  Vagina 
laid  open  to  the  Os  Tinc<e*. 

A.  The  Uterus. 

B.  Th z  Fallopian  tfube  on  the  left  fide. 

C.  The  Ovary  on  the  fame  fide. 

D.  The  Ligament  a  rotunda. 

E.  The 
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E.  The  Vagina  laid  open. 

.  F.  That  part  of  the  Colon  that  terminates 
in  the  ReVtnm. 

G.  The  Return  continued  to  the  Anus 
under  the  Vagina . 

H.  The  Fallopian  T ube  on  the  right  fide, 
whofe  extremity  opens  into  the  Sacculus 
formed  from  the  Ovary . 

I.  The  Sacculus  extending  itfelf  behind 
the  Uterus ,  wherein  we  found  part  of  the 
Flacenta ,  feyeral  lacerated  Membranes,  and1 
from  whence  there  was  a  large  Opening  into 
the  Return. 


Fig.  II.  Shews  the  Infide  of  the  Sacculus , 
and  it's  Aperture  into  the  Retfum . 

A.  The  Intejtine . 

B.  The  Sacculus  adhering  to  it. 

G.  The  Opening  from  the  Sacculus  into 
the  Reftum. 

D.  The  Membranes  found  within  the  Sac- 
cuius » 

E.  The  Vagina  turned  to  the  Right, 

N.  £.  The  Foetus  was  perfeft  in  all  it's 
parts,  but  much  wafted,  Ihrunk,  and  putre¬ 
fied,  from  it's  being  fome  time  dead. 
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CASE  CLYIII. 

A  Flooding. 


WOVE  MBE  R  the  nth,  1730.  I  was 
fent  for,  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
Evening,  to  a  Gentlewoman  in  Craven- 
Buildings,  who  was  gone  very  near  her  full 
time,  and  was  feiz’d,  fome  hours  before  I 
faw  her,  with  a  violent  Flux  of  blood,  with 
very  little  pain ;  this  had  much  reduced  her, 
fo  that  Ihe  fell  into  fainting  Fits :  I  enquired 
of  the  Midwife  whether  flie  had  touched  her, 
Ihe  told  me  lhe  had,  but  could  not  reach  any 
part  of  the  Child ;  and  that  the  Vagina  was 
filled  and  choaked  up  with  coagulated  blood : 
Whereupon  I  examined  and  found  matters 
as  lhe  reprefented,  but  with  this  addition, 
that  the  Os  fine #  was  dilated  wide  enough 
to  admit  the  ends  of  three  Fingers,  but  was 
very  hard  round  the,  edges,  fo  that  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  lhe  had  received  fome  prejudice 
in  a  former  Labour,  from  whence  it  grew 
callous  :  I  therefore  ask'd  her  about  it  \  lhe 
told  me,  that  when  lhe  was  in  Labour  of  a 
former  child  lhe  thought  her  Midwife  had 

pre- 
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prejudiced  her,  and  tore  feme  part  ;  this 
fomewhat  confirmed  my  opinion ;  and  after 
I  had  cleared  the  Vagina  of  the  coagulated 
blood,  I  pafs’d  one  Finger  into  the  Uterus , 
where  I  felt  the  Placenta  in  part  feparated 
and  funk  down  before  the  Child,  and  many 
Clots  of  blood  in  the  Womb  towards  it's 
Neck  j  but  the  Child  lay  fo  high  that  I  could 
not  feel  any  part  of  it.  Upon  thefe  appear¬ 
ances,  and  as  the  blood  continued  to  come 
away  in  a  large  quantity,  I  was  of  opinion 
that  her  Delivery  ought  to  be  immediately 
attempted  ;  and  as  the  whole  condudt  of  the 
affair  was  left  to  me,  after  well-greafing  my 
Hand,  I  palled  it  up  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
endeavoured,  by  thrufting  the  ends  of  three 
Fingers  into  the  Os  internum r  to  dilate  it, 
by  fpreading  them  apart  in  imitation  of  a 
Speculum  Matricis  :  by  this  Method  I  found 
it  give  way,  though  flowly  ;  but  at  length 
I  introduced  my  whole  Hand  into  the  Uterus , 
where  I  firft  met  with  one  edge  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  and  next  the  Head  and  Body  of  the 
Child,  lying  very  high  up,  and  incloled  in  the 
Membranes  ;  thele  I  broke  with  the  Ends  of 
my  Fingers,  and  palling  my  Hand  within 
them,  fearch'd  for  the  Feet,  which  I  drew 
out  beyond  the  Os  internum ;  but  whilft  I 
was  drawing  them  on  towards  the  Labia  Pu - 
dendi,  one  flipp'd  from  my  Fingers,  the 
other  I  drew  out ;  and  afterwards,  though  it 
was  with  fome  difficulty,  I  brought  down  the 
foot  that  flipp'd  from  me  ;  when,  joining 

them 
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them  together,  and  wrapping  a  foft  Cloth 
about  them,  I  drew  out  the  Child  to  the 
Hips,  and  fo  on  to  the  Shoulders,  but  as  it 
fluck  above  at  the  Head,  I  was  obliged,  to 
make  more  way,  to  bring  down  the  Arms, 
and  then  clapping  one  Hand  to  the  Breaft, 
and  the  other  behind  above  the  Shoulders,  I 
ftrove  to  draw  the  Head  forwards,  but  as  it 
did  not  readily  follow,  I  paffed  up  two  Fin¬ 
gers  into  the  Child's  Mouth,  and  preffing 
upon  the  lower  Jaw,  and  pulling  at  the  fame 
time  behind  at  the  Shoulders,  the  Head  im¬ 
mediately  funk  down,  and  I  loon  brought  it 
out  beyond  the  Labia  ;  and  upon  palling  my 
Hand  again  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  I  found  it 
entirely  loofen'd  from  the  Uterus ,  and  funk 
into  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  I  readily  brought  it 
away.  This  Gentlewoman  very  much  con¬ 
tributed,  by  bearing  ftrongly  down,  as  often 
as  I  ordered  her.  It  proved  a  lufty  and  live- 
ly  Boy. 
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CASE  CLIX. 

A  ‘Delivery  <where  the  upper  and  hin¬ 
der  part  of  the  Head  prefented. 

AT OVEMBER  the  16th,  1730.  I  was 
*  *  defired  to  go  to  a  poor  Woman  in  Saint 
Clement's- Lane  :  the  Child  prefented  with 
the  upper  and  back  part  of  the  Head,  which 
was  funk  down  within  an  Inch  of  the  Labia 
Pudendi7  but  ftuck  above  at  the  Temples ; 
it  had  remain'd  in  this  condition  feveral 
hours,  and  did  not,  as  the  Midwife  informed 
me,  in  the  leaf!:  advance,  notwithftanding 
her  Throws  were  forcing  :  Wherefore  I 
pafs'd  up  one  fide  of  my  Extractor  between 
the  back  part  of  the  Child’s  Head  and  the 
Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother,  in  hopes  to  have  pul¬ 
led  the  Head  forwards*  but  that  proving  in¬ 
effectual,  I  withdrew  my  Extractor,  and 
pafs'd  it  up  again  between  the  right  Os  Ileum 
of  the  Mother  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  ; 
and  fixing  it  near  the  Ear,  I  drew  outwards 
as  often  as  her  Throws  came  on,  advifing 
her  to  alfift  at  the  fame  time  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down  :  I  found  that  the  Head  came 
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forward,  and  in  a  fhort  time  I  brought  it  be¬ 
yond  the  Lab'ta,  when,  quitting  my  Inftru- 
ment,  I  took  hold  with  my  Hands  on  each 
fide,  and  brought  out  the  Shoulders ;  the 
reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed  :  Upon 
palling  my  Hand  I  found  the  Placenta  whol¬ 
ly  loolened  from  the  Uterus ,  and  partly  pro¬ 
truded  into  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  I  readily 
brought  it  away  with  it's  Membranes.  It 
proved  a  very  lufty  and  lively  Girl. 


CASE  CLX 


OFEMBER  the  i^th,  1730.  one 


*  *  Mrs.  Wetherbone ,  a  Midwife,  came  to 
me  between  twelve  and  one  in  the  morning* 
and  told  me,  that  one  Mrs.  Lucas ,  a  Midwife 
in  Salisbury -  Street ,  who  was  within  fix 
weeks  of  her  Reckoning,  was  feiz'd  with  a 
Flooding  and  grinding  pains  in  her  Back; 
whereupon  I  immediately  went  with  her, 
and  found  matters  as  Ihe  had  reprefented  ; 
and  as  thin  and  clear  blood  came  away,  I 
judged  the  Placenta  to  be  either  in  part  or 
wholly  feparated:  I  Touched  her,  and. found 
the  Os  Cfinc&  opened  wide  enough  to  admit 
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the  ends  of  two  fingers ;  but  as  the  Flooding 
was  not  then  very  violent,  I  advifed  pa¬ 
tience  :  In  expe&ation  that  the  Os  Tine# 
would  be  more  fpread,  I  Only  ordered  an 
aftringent  and  quieting  Draught ;  and  as  I 
had  a  particular  value  for  her,  I  refoived  to 
ftay  with  her,  and  attend  the  Ilfue  :  in  a 
Ihort  time  Ihe  vomited  up  the  Draught,  her 
Flooding  encreafed,  and  her  pulfe  was  very 
much  funk,  and  by  her  falling  into  little 
fainting  fits,  I  was  afraid,  that  if  her  Deli¬ 
very  was  much  longer  deferred,  it  might  oc- 
cafion  a  fatal  confequence  :  I  therefore  gave 
it  as  my  opinion,  that  her  Delivery  ought  to 
be  inftantly  attempted ;  acquainting  them  at 
the  fame  time  of  the  danger  which  mult 
necelfarily  attend  it :  As  they  relied  entirely 
upon  my  conduft,  I  immediately  palled  up 
my  Hand  into  the  Viigina ,  and  found  the  Os 
Tine ee  much  more  fpread  then  when  I  before 
Touch'd  her,  and  wide  enough  to  admit  the 
ends  of  my  four  Fingers,  which  I  palled  in, 
and  by  gently  fpreading  them,  foon  dilated 
it  wide  enough  to  get  my  whole  Hand  into 
the  Uterus ,  where  I  firft  met  with  the  <?>/<*- 
cent  a  entirely  feparated  on  one  fide  from  it ; 
I  obferv'd  likewife  at  this  time,  that  a  large 
quantity  of  blood  flow'd  from  the  Uterus . 
I  foon  broke  the  Membranes  with  my  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  palling  my  Hand  within  them, 
readily  met  with  the  Feet,  which  I  imme¬ 
diately,  and  without  any  trouble,  brought 
out ;  and  as  the  Child  was  final],  the  Body 
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and  Head  followed  without  any  difBcuIty. 
The  (Placenta  was  now  wholly  loofened  from 
the  Uterus ,  and  fo  I  eafily  brought  it  away  ; 
it  was  entirely  whole,  as  were  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  yet  a  draining  continued,  which  at 
length,  notwithftandingall  remedies,  fo  much 
exhaufted  her,  that  lhe  died  about  fix  of  the 
Clock.  She  was,  as  I  have  many  times  ob- 
ferved  after  a  great  lofs  of  blood,  very  reft- 
lefs,  and  always  flinging  herlelf  from  one 
fide  to  the  other,  which  much  contributed  to 
the  draining ;  for  in  thefe  Cafes,  they  ought 
always,  if  poffible,  to  keep  themfelves  quiet 
and  ftill,  which  much  contributes  to  the 
flopping  any  Haemorrhage. 


CASE  CLXI. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Head  prefented 
and  (luck  in  the  ‘Pajfage. 


A70  UE  MB  E  R  the  aoth,  1 730.  one  of  the 
^  '  Butlers  of  the  temple  came  to  me  about 
fix  o'Clock  in  the  morning,  and  defired  I 
would  go  to  his  Wife :  This  Woman  I  had 
delivered  about  a  year  before,  when  the 
Child  came  Footling,  and  was  brought  into 
the  World  all  but  the  Head,  where  it  had 
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ftuck  two  or  three  hours  before  I  came  :  The 
Midwife  being  very  ignorant,  was  not  able 
to  do  the  bufinefs  herfelf,  nor  would  fhe 
fend  for  afiiftance  in  time,  fo  that  the  Child 
was  loft,,  and  the  Woman  narrowly  efcaped. 
At  this  time  the  Waters  were  pafled  off  fome 
hours  before  I  came,  but  the  Head  of  the 
Child  lay  high,  wherefore  I  advifed  patience, 
and  ordered  her  a  Clyfter  and  an  Opiate 
Draught  after  it,  and  then  left  her  for  that 
time ;  but  about  fix  in  the  Evening  the  Nurfe 
came  to  me,  and  told  me,  that  the  Head  had 
made  but  little  advance,  although  her  Pains 
feem’d  very  forcing,  and  that  fhe  grew  much 
weaker  and  more  difpirited  :  Whereupon  I 
went  again,  and,,  upon  Touching,  found  the 
Head  but  little  advanced,  and  the  Face 
turned  towards  the  right  Os  Ileumi  and  a 
dent  on  the  left  fide  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
Skull  made  by  the  Os  Sacrum x  which  was 
very  much  bent  inwards,  -antTc onfequently 
made  the  PafTage  much  narrower,  and  thereby 
the  other  fide  of  the  Head  wasprefs’d  forwards 
over  the  Os  ^Pubij ,  and  lodged  on  the  upper 
edge  of  the  faid  bone:  The  Head  being  here 
ciofely  locked  in,  could  not  in  the  leaft  be 
moved  upwards,  and  therefore  I  concluded 
that  I  fhould  meet  with  no  fmall  difficulty, 
and  that  the  Mother  and  Child  were  in  great 
danger  :  but  as  there  were  only  two  ways  to 
bring  away  the  Child,  either  by  leffening  the 
Head,  or  making  ufe  of  my  Extraftory  I 
judg’d  the  latter  more  eligible,  if  by  that 
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means  it  could  be  effected,  and  fo  refolved 
to  attempt  it.  I  therefore  endeavoured  to 
pais  one  fide  of  my  Extractor  between  the 
upper  edge  of  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Head  of 
the  Child,  which  was  lodged  upon  it :  in 
paffing  the  Extractor  between  them,  I  met 
with  no  fmall  obftacle,  but  at  length  I  got 
it  near  as  far  as  the  Ear;  I  then  ftrove  to 
pafs  the  other  Cheek  backwards  to  the  op- 
pofite  fide  of  the  Head;  but  this  I  could  not 
do,  becaufe  of  the  convexity  of  the  Os  Sa - 
crum ,  which  was  clofely  prefs'd  againft  it : 
I  then  endeavoured  to  draw  the  Head  to¬ 
wards  me,  with  that  fide  that  was  pafs'd  up 
forwards ;  but  when  I  laid  any  ftrefs  upon 
it,  it  flipped,  and  therefore  by  this  Method 
I  could  not  make  the  Head  advance.  There 
were  two  reafons  why  I  would,  if  pofiible, 
have  pafs’d  one  Cheek  of  my  ExtraBor  be¬ 
tween  the  Os  Pubis  and  the  Head,  and  the 
other  Cheek  between  the  Head  and  the  Os 
Sacrum ;  firft,  becaufe  (could  I  have  pafled 
them  in  this  manner)  I  fliould  have  taken 
off  the  prelfure  of  the  Head  upon  the  Os 
Sacrum  and  Os  Pubis ,  by  prefling  the  Cheeks 
of  my  ExtraBor  againft  the  fides  of  the 
Head,  which  would  have  brought  the  Head 
narrower  ;  and  fecondly,  had  I  paflfed  them 
towards  the  Ileum ,  I  fliould  have  rifqued 
the  hurting  of  the  Face  :  But  I  was  at  laft 
neceflitated  to  do  it,  there  being  no  other 
way  to  bring  the  Head  out  whole.  I  there¬ 
fore  paflfed  firft  one  fide  towards  one  Os 
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Ileum>  and  the  other  towards  the  contrary; 
and  there  fixing  them,  avoiding  the  Face  as 
much  as  poffible,  I  took  hold  of  the  parts  of 
my  Extractor  which  were  without  the  Labia, 
and  drew  boldly  forwards,  whereby  I  found 
the  Head  to  advance,  and  in  a  fhort  time  I 
extracted  the  whole  Head.  I  then  found 
that  the  String  was  twitted  about  the  Neck, 
and  having  brought  it  over  the  Head,  I  took 
hold  on  each  fide,  and  drew  out  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  ;  the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed. 

I  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature 
upon  the  Navel-String;  and  palling  up  af¬ 
terwards  one  Hand  to  the  Placenta,  I  found 
it  clofely  adhering  to  the  Uterus ,  fo  I  was 
forced  to  feparate  it  with  the  ends  of  my 
fingers,  and  then  brought  it  away  with  my 
Hand.  The  Child,  contrary  to  my  own, 
and  the  opinion  of  all  thofe  that  were  pre¬ 
lent,  was  born  alive,  and  foon  cried  very 
briskly  ;  but  the  Fore-head  and  hinder  part 
of  the  Head,  was  fomewhat  bruifed  by  the 
preflure  of  the  Inftrument  in  the  time  of  the 
extraction,  however,  of  two  Evils,  this  is 
more  eligible  than  the  leftening  of  the  Head, 
which  is  certain  death  to  the  Infant ;  bur, 
on  the  contrary,  many  efcape  with  Life  by 
this  Method.  Very  unhappy  is  the  Cafe  of 
thofe  Women  whofe  Palfage  is  fo  narrow 
from  the  convexity  of  the  Os  Sacrum ,  which 
very  often  oecafions  the  death  of  the  Child,, 
and  fometimes  the  death  of  the  Mother. 

The  11&  the  Child  died,  about  four  o'clock 
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in  the  morning,  having  been  feiz’d  the  pre¬ 
cedent  evening  with  Convulfion  fits. 


VJ. 


CASE  CLXII. 

A  ‘Delivery  with  the  Breech  for emof. 

'NOVEMBER  the  aid,  1730.  I  was 
**  *  fent  for  to  a  Woman  in  Swan-Tard\ 
where  the  Child  was  funk  low  into  the  Paf- 
fage,  with  the  Buttocks  foremoft ;  and  as 
the  Midwife  could  not  bring  the  Child  for¬ 
wards,  I  was  therefore  defired  to  undertake 
the  Delivery.  The  Breech,  more  particu¬ 
larly  one  Buttock,  was  funk  fo  low,  and 
fixed  between  the  Bones,  it  was  impoffible 
to  return  the  Child  back  to  bring  it  by  the 
Feet.  I  was  therefore  relblved  to  bring  it 
forwards  in  the  Pofture  it  prefented  ;  but  as 
the  Child  was  large,  I  apprehended  fome 
difficulty  :  I  ordered  the  Woman  to  retain 
her  breath  and  bear  ftrongly  down,  as  often 
as  her  Pains  feiz’d  her,  encouraging  her  with 
the  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  Delivery,  whilft  I  at 
the  fame  time  pafs’d  up  my  Fore-finger  into 
the  Child’s  Groin,  and  there  bending  it,  I 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  Hip  downwards, 
by  which  Method,  and  the  Woman’s  forcing 
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down,  I  found  that  the  Child  advanced,  and 
after  three  or  four  Pains  I  brought  out  both 
the  Buttocks,  and  then  extricated  the  Legs 
and  Thighs :  but  as  the  Child  advanced  with 
it's  Face  towards  the  Belly  of  the  Mother, 
which  it  moft  frequently  does  when  the  Breech 
prefents  ;  therefore  as  I  drew  the  Body  for¬ 
wards  I  turned  it,  and  fo  brought  the  Face 
towards  the  Os  Sacrum  of  the  Mother :  When 
I  had  got  it  out  as  far  as  the  Shoulders,  I 
found  that  the  Head  ftuck  above,  and  in 
order  to  make  more  room  for  the  eafier  exit 
of  the  Head,  I  pafs'd  up  one  Hand  and 
brought  down  the  Arms ;  and  then  clapping 
one  Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  be¬ 
hind  over,  the  Shoulders,  I  drew  forwards, 
and  foon  brought  out  the  Head.  The  Funis 
UmbilicaUs  was  twilled  twice  about  the  Child's 
Neck;  this  I  immediately  loofened,  and  then 
ordered  the  Midwife  to  tie  it,  and  having  at 
the  fame  time  hold  of  it  above  with  one 
Hand,  I  paffed  up  the  other  into  the  Uterus 
to  the  Placenta ,  which  adhering  to  the  Ute- 
rusj  I  feparated  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  brought  it  out  whole  with  the 
Membranes.  The  Child,  contrary  to  the 
expectation  of  the  Midwife,  (who  when  I 
came  told  me  the  Child  was  dead)  and  of  all 
others  that  were  prefent,  foon  fatisfied  them 
it  was  alive,  by  crying  out  briskly :  It  pro¬ 
ved  to  be  a  large  lufty  Girl. 
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CASE  CLXIII. 

A  Delivery  where  the  upper  and  hack 
part  of  the  Head  prefented,  and  was 
fixed  upon  the  Os  Pubis. 

T\ECEMBER  the  ift,  1730.  I  was 
^  about  two  o’clock  in  the  Morning 

fetch’d  by  Mr,  M - s}  a  Butcher  in  Clare - 

Market ,  to  his  Wife,  who  had  been  thirty- 
fix  hours  in  Labour :  The  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off  fome  time 
before  I  came  ;  the  Child  prefented  with  the 
upper  and  back  part  of  the  Head,  which 
was  funk  down  and  lodged  over  and  upon 
the  Os  Pubis ;  it  had  lain  thus  for  leveral 
hours,  and  had  not  in  the  leaft  advanced, 
notwithftanding  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the 
Mother,  whofe  Throws  were  forcing,  and 
the  endeavours  of  the*  Midwife.  This  Wo¬ 
man  was  between  thirty  and  forty  years  old, 
and  this  being  the  firft  time  fhe  had  been  in 
Labour,  the  Parts  would  not  fo  readily  give 
way;  and  wh^r added  to  the  difficulty  was, 
the  Child’s  Head  was  both  large  and  long. 
I  waited  with  patience,  and  tryed  feveral 
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Pains,  but  could  not  obferve  that  the  Head 
either  funk  lower  or  was  preffed  backwards 
into  the  Vagina  •  wherefore  I  patted  up  one 
fide  of  my  Extratfor  between  the  upper  edge 
of  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother,  and  the 
Head  of  the  Child,  and  prefled  it  forwards 
as  far  as  the  Nape  of  the  Child’s  Neck  :  I 
then  endeavoured,  by  lifting  and  drawing 
the  Head  backwards,  to  bring  it  further  into 
the  Vagina ,  advifing  the  Woman  to  aftlftby 
bearing  ftrongly  down  as  often  as  her  Throws 
came  on,  by  which  means  I  found  that  the 
Head  advanced,  though  it  was  but  flowly, 
it  being  very  ftri&ly  compreflfed  by  the  ad¬ 
jacent  parts ;  yet  at  laft  I  brought  the  upper 
and  hinder  part  of  the  Head  fo  low,  as  to 
appear  without  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  the 
fore-part  was  funk  down  and  prefs’d  back* 
wards,  fo  that  in  a  Ihort  time  I  brought  out 
the  whole  Head,  when  taking  hold  on  each 
fide,  I  pulled  out  the  Shoulders,  and  the 
reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  The 
Funis  Umbilicalis  was  twifted  about  the  Body* 
which  I  immediately  loofened.  As  foon  as 
I  had  brought  out  all  the  parts,  I  ordered 
the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon  the 
String,  and  at  the  fame  time  taking  hold  of 
it  above  with  one  Hand,  I  paflfed  up  the 
other  into  the  Vagina ,  where,  although  I 
had  paffed  my  Hand  fo  quick,  I  found  the 
Os  Ttncce  very  much  contra&ed,  as  alio  that 
part  of  the  Uterus  which  was  neareft  the 
Os  fincae  j  fo  that  I  could  not  readily  pafs 
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in  my  Hand :  This  lhews  that  you  cannot 
be  too  fpeedy  in  your  attempts  to  bring 
away  the  Placenta ,  after  the  Child  is  born. 
Upon  this  very  account  it  i*s,  that  Midwives 
are  often  foiled  in  bringing  away  the  Pla- 
centa ,  neglecting  to  do  it,  until  the  Os  T’incce 
and  Uterus  are  too  clofely  contracted  about 


it. 


CASE  CLXIV 


A  Child  prefenting  with  the  Head 


T\ECEMB F<R  the  4th,  1730.  a  Man 
came  to  me  out  of  Butcher-Row ,  about 
five  o’clock  in  the  morning,  defiring  me  to 
go  to  his  Wife,  who  had  been  in  Labour 
about  thirty  hours :  The  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  the  Waters  pafs’d  off  fome  hours 
before  I  came;  the  upper  and  back  part  of 
the  Child’s  Head  was  advanced  forwards  in- 
to  the  Vagina ,  and  the  upper  and  fore  part 
was  prefs’d  againft  the  Os  Sacrum ;  it  had 
lain  in  this  condition  at  leaft  two  hours,  and 
had  not  made  the  leaft  advance,  notwith- 
ftanding  her  Pains  were  quick  and  forcing. 
As  it  was  the  firft  time  of  her  being  in  La¬ 
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bour,  fhe  was  afraid  of  her  Pains,,and  did 
not,  as  (he  ought,  bear  down  and  make  the 
moft  of  them;  but,,  on  the  contrary,  cryed 
out,  and  endeavoured  to  evade  them.  I  laid, 
all  I  could  to  encourage  her,  giving  her 
hopes  of  a  fpeedy  Delivery,  if  fhe  would 
behave  as  fhe  ought;  yet,  as  the  Head 
feem’d  to  be  lock'd  above-  between  the 
bones,  I  therefore  thought  it  advilable  to 
pafs  up  one  Side  of  my  Extractor  between 
the  upper  edge  of  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther,  and  the  back  part  of  the  Child's  Head, 
and  fixed  it  about  the  lower  part  of  the  Occi- 
put,  and  then,  by  lifting  it  from  off  the  faid 
Bone,  and  drawing  it  downwards,  I  loon 
brought  it  lower,  till  it  appeared  between 
the  Labia  Pudendi ,  neverthelels  the  fore  part 
made  no  advance  I  therefore  was  obliged 
to  pafs  up  the  other  Side  of  my  Extractor 
between  the  ReBum  and.  the  Head  of  the 
Child,  and  endeavoured  to  fix  it  againft  lome 
part  of  the  Head,  in  hopes  that  by  pulling,  X 
might  bring  the  middle  part  of  the  Crown 
more  oppofite  to  the  Paflfage,  and  thereby 
prevent  it's  being  prefs'd  fo  much  back¬ 
wards  :  by  which  means  I,  in  lome  meafure, 
obtain’d  the  end  I  defined ;  but  as  there  was 
danger  of  tearing  the  Perineum,  Ihould  X 
have  proceeded  further  in  that  manner,  X; 
therefore  withdrew  my  Inftrument,  and  af¬ 
terward  clapp'd  my  Hand  flat  to  her  Back,, 
near  to  the  Anus,  and,  whenever  her  Pains 
feiz’d  her,  I  prels’d  my  Hand  againft  that 

part, 
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part,  and  by  prefling  and  drawing  it  down¬ 
wards  at  the  fame  time,  I  forced  the  Crown 
more  forward  and  lower  into  the  Paflage, 
fo  that  in  a  few  Pains  I  difengaged  the  whole 
Head,  and  brought  it  out,  and  the  Shoul¬ 
ders  and  other  parts  readily  followed.  I 
then  made  a  Ligature  upon  the  Funis  Umbi¬ 
lical}  s9  and  cut  it,  and  immediately  taking 
hold  of  that  part  of  the  String  which  adhered 
to  the  Placenta  with  one  Hand,  I  pafled  the 
other  up  by  the  String  into  the  Faginay 
where  I  found  the  Os  fine ce  very  much  con- 
traded,  fo  that  I  could  not  readily  get  my 
Hand  into  the  Uterus  to  the  Placenta  ;  altho’ 
there  was  fcarcely  a  minute's  fpace  between 
the  birth  of  the  Child  and  my  pafling  up  my 
Hand,  it  was  clofely  environed  by  the  Ute¬ 
rus .  The  Placenta  adhered  to  the  Womb, 
\vhich  I  feparated,  and  then  brought  it  away. 
The  Child  was  born  dead,  which  proceeded, 
as  I  judged,  from  it's  lying  fo  long  prefs'd 
between  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis . 


CASE 
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CASE  CLXV. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Head 

fented . 


pre*~ 


T\  EC  EMBER  the  5th,  1730.  a  Stay-- 
Maker  in  Bedford- Bury  came  to  me,  about 
five  o’clock,  defiring  me  to  go  to  his  Wife, 
who  had  been  about  thirty-fix  hours  in  La¬ 
bour.  The  Midwife,  upon  my  coming  there, 
told  me  that  the  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  the  Waters  run  off  fome  hours  before; 
that  her  Throws,  which  before  were  ftrong, 
had  entirely  left  her,  and  that  the  Child 
prefented  right,  but  lay  very  high  :  This 
poor  Woman,  being  very  impatient,  defired 
me  to  examine  in  what  condition  fhe  was  in, 
and  thereupon  I  touch’d  her,  and  found 
Matters  as  the  Midwife  had  reprefented,  the 
Child  lay  loofe,  and  was  no  ways  prefled  ;  I 
therefore  advifed  patience-,  but  the  Woman 
prefs’d  me  very  much  to  deliver  her ;  and 
as  the  Paflage  was  large,  and  the  Child  1  in  all, 

I  judg’d  that  I  might  readily  turn  the  Child,, 
and  bring  it,  without  any  danger,  by  the 
Feet,  the  Head  being  no  ways  engaged  be¬ 
tween  » 
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tween  the  Bones :  I  therefore,  to  comply 
with  the  Woman's  ftrong  follicitations,  paf- 
fed  up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina,  where  I 
found  the  Head  as  before,  and  the  Os  inter - 
warn  fpread  wide  enough  to  admit  my  Hand ; 
and  indeed  wide  enough  to  let  the  Child  pafs 
through.  I  endeavoured  to  prefs  the  Head 
backwards,  that  I  might  pafs  my  Hand  by 
ic  to  fetch  the  Feet  ;  and  the  firft  part  I  met 
with  beyond  the  Head,  was  one  of  the 
Anns ;  but  as  I  could  not  readily  pals  my 
Hand  beyond  it,  nor  put  it  afide,  I  was 
obliged,  to  make  more  way.,  to  bring  it  out; 
and  then  palling  my  Hand  again  into  the 
Uterus ,  I  foon  met  with  one  Knee,  and 
bending  a  Finger  into  the  Ham,  I  drew  it 
forwards,  and  immediately  brought  out  that 
Leg  ;  the  other  was  bent  upward  towards 
the  Belly,  and  the  Child  being  fin  ail,  and 
the  Palfage  wide,  I  did  not  attempt  to  bring 
it  down ;  but  wrapping  a  foft  Cloth  about 
that  Leg  which  I  had  already  brought  out,  I 
drew  it  forwards,  and  the  Hips  readily  follow¬ 
ed,  as  did  the  reft  of  the  Body  and  the  Head, 
without  fetching  down  the  Arms.  As  foon 
as  I  had  brought  the  Child  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi ,  I  made  a  Ligature  upon  the  Funis 
Unibilicalis ,  and  divided  it,  and  then  remo¬ 
ved  the  Infant ;  which  done,  I  took  hold  of 
the  String  with  one  Hand,  and  palfed  up 
the  other  into  the  Uterus ,  where  I  found  the 
■ flacenta  adhering  to  it,  which  I  immediate¬ 
ly  feparated  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers, 

and 
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and  brought  it  away.  This  Child  proved  a 
lively  Girl. 


CASE  CLXVI. 


A  ‘Delivery  where  one  Hand  and  an 


ABOUT  five  o'clock  in  the  Evening  I 
was  fent  for  to  a  Milk  Woman  in 
Hemlock-Court ,  whom  I  had  delivered  about 
two  years  before  :  at  this  time  the  Child  pre- 
fented  with  one  Hand  and  Arm  funk  down 
into  the  Vagina ,  and  the  Head  lay  on  one 
fide  of  the  Os  7'incte.  At  firft  I  endeavoured 
to  return  the  Hand  and  Arm  flipp'd  down, 
and  in  a  ftiort  time  got  it  back  beyond  the 
Head  :  I  then  paffed  my  Hand  by  the  Shoul¬ 
der  and  the  fide  of  the  Head,  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus  in  fearch  of  the  Feet  ;  but  as  the  Ute¬ 
rus  was  clofely  contra&ed  about  the  Child, 
and  the  parts  preffed  together,  I  had  fome 
difficulty  to  move  my  Hand;  however,  I  at 
laft  met  with  one  Knee,  and  then  flipping 
my  Hand  down  that  Leg,  I  took  hold  of  the 
Foot,  and  brought  it  out  as  far  as  the  Labia 
Pudendi :  I  repafled  my  Hand  by  the  fame 
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Leg  into  the  Uterus ,  in  fearch  of  the  other, 
which  I  found  bent  upward  towards  the 
Belly,  and  fo  engaged,  that  I  could  not 
readily  bring  it  out;  wherefore  I  took  hold 
of  that  already  brought  down  with  a  foft 
Cloth,  and  endeavoured  to  draw  it  outwards; 
but  as  it  ftuck  above  at  the  Hips,  I  had 
fome  difficulty  in  bringing  them  out  from 
between  the  Bones ;  yet  at  length  they  came 
forwards,  as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  Body  :  I 
then  endeavoured,  according  to  my  ufual 
Method,  to  bring  out  the  Head,  but  finding 
that  it  ftuck  above,  to  make  more  room,  I 
pafs’d  up  my  Hand  and  brought  down  the 
Arms,  firft  the  one,  and  then  the  other ;  and 
afterwards  clapping  one  Hand  to  the  Breaft, 
and  the  other  behind  over  the  Shoulders,  I 
endeavoured  to  draw  out  the  Head  ;  but  as 
the  Paffage  was  very  much  ftraitned,  by  the 
great  convexity  of  the  Os  Sacrum, ,  I  could 
not  find  that  the  Head  advanced,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  endeavours,  lo  that  I  was 
afraid  that  the  Body  would  have  feparated 
at  the  Neck,  and  the  Head  been  left  in  the 
Uterus:  at  length  I  got  one  Finger  into  the 
Mouth,  and  prefs'd  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  in 
hopes  to  bring  the  Face  forwards,  whilft  I  at 
the  fame  time  pulled  behind  at  the  Shoul¬ 
ders;  but  this  proving  ineffe&ual,  I  after¬ 
wards  put  two  Fingers  into  the  Child's 
Mouth,  and  then  pulling  as  before,  I  found 
that  the  Face  advanced,  and  in  a  Ihort  time 
I  extricated  the  whole  Head.  The  Child 
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was  born  dead.  The  Placenta,  upon  paffing 
my  Hand,  I  found  wholly  loofened  from  the 
Uterus ,  and  in  the  greateft  part  protruded 
into  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  it  readily  came 
away.  In  this  Delivery  I  had  occafion  for 
all  my  Strength,  and  for  fome  time  I  was 
afraid  that  I  fhould  not  have  been  able  to 
accomplish  it,  and  I  was  fo  fatigued  that  my 
Shirt  was  as  wet  as  if  it  had  been  dipp’d  in 
the  River.  Men-mid  wives  very  often  meet 
with  difficult  and  laborious  Labours;  and 
fometimes,  from  an  ill  formation  of  the  Parts 
that  compofe  the  Pelvis ,  it  is  fcarcely  pof- 
fible,  if  the  Child  is  large,  to  bring  it  out 
alive. 


CASE  CLXm 

A  ‘Delivery  of  Twins,  the  fir  ft  pre- 
fented  with  the  Head ,  the  fecond 
was  inclofed  in  it  s  Membranes ,  and 
lay  high  up  in  the  Uterus. 

T\ECEMBER  the  23d,  1730.  I  was 
^  fent  for  to  a  Gentlewoman  in  Ormond - 
Street ,  who  had  been  in  Labour  about  forty- 
eight  hours :  the  Membranes  were  broke 

Fff  2  about 
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about  twenty-four  hours  before,  and  the 
Waters  continued  dribling,  and  her  Pains 
were  gone  off  feveral  hours  :  The  Child  pre- 
fented  right,  with  the  upper  part  of  the 
Head  funk  low  into  the  Vagina ,  and  the  Os 
internum  Uteri  lay  wholly  difengaged  from 
it,  but  for  want  of  Throws,  could  not  ad¬ 
vance  further.  Upon  examination  I  found 
the  Head  lay  loofe,  and  no  ways  prefs'd  be¬ 
tween  the  Bones ;  and  as  it  had  lain  in  this 
manner  feveral  hours,  I  judg'd  there  might 
be  danger  of  the  Child's  life,  fhould  it  con¬ 
tinue  in  that  pofture  fome  time  longer;  be- 
fides,  as  it  was  fo  difengaged,  1  was  of  opi¬ 
nion  that  it  might,  without  any  hazard  either 
to  the  Mother  or  Child,  be  eafily  brought 
away  r  I  therefore  pafled  up  one  fide  of  my 
Extractor  between  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther  and  the  back  part  of  the  Child's  Head, 
and  at  the  fame  time  lifting  it  from  off  the 
faid  Bone,  and  bringing  it  downwards  and 
more  backwards,  I  foon  brought  out  the 
whole  Head  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and 
the  remaining  parts  readily  followed.  Upon 
palling  up  my  Hand  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  I 
found  other  Membranes  diftended  with  Wa¬ 
ters,  and  another  Child  floating  in  them, 
which  lay  very  high  up  in  the  Uterus:  I 
therefore  made  a  double  Ligature  upon  the 

Funis  Umbilicalis  of  the  Child  born,  and  then 
^  * 

divided  it  between  the  Ligatures,  and  gave 
the  Infant  to  the  Nurfe :  this  done,  I  pafs’d 
up  my  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and  broke  the 

Mem- 
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Membranes  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers, 
and  parting  my  Hand  within  them,  I  took 
hold  of  one  Foot  of  the  Child,  and  brought 
it  out  into  the  Vagina ,  and  finding  the  other 
was  bent  upwards  towards  the  Child’s  Belly, 
I  was  not  very  follicitous  about  bringing  it 
down ;  for  as  the  Child  before  brought  out 
was  large,  and  this  fmall,  I  judged  that  this 
Child,  the  Paffage  being  already  fo  much 
dilated,  might  be  readily  brought  away  with¬ 
out  bringing  down  the  other  Leg  :  I  therefore 
took  hold  of  the  Leg  brought  out  with  a  foft 
Cloth,  and  gently  pulling  the  fame,  the 
Hips  readily  followed,  as  did  the  reft  of  the 
Body  and  Head,  without  bringing  down  the 
Arms.  I  then  immediately  made  a  Liga¬ 
ture  upon  the  String  and  divided  it  ;  this 
done,  I  again  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  into  the 
Uterus ,  to  which  the  Burthens  adhered,  I 
found  they  were  clofely  united  together, 
and  having  feparated  them  from  the  Uterus , 
I  brought  them  away.  Both  the  Children 
were  well  and  born  alive. 
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CASE  CLXVIII. 

A  ^ Delivery  where  the  Head  Jluck  in 

the  cPaJfage. 


Wejlminflery  to  defire  me  to  go  to  his  Wife, 
who  had  been  above  two  days  in  Labour  : 
I  found  the  Head  of  the  Child  lying  high  in 
the  Paffage,  and  the  Os  internum  dilated 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  palling  of  my 
Hand,  but  the  Head  being  large,  was  very 
clofely  lock'd  between  the  Bones  of  the 
Pelvis  :  Her  Throws  were  ftrong  and  forc- 
ing,  yet  the  Child  had  not  in  the  lead  ad¬ 
vanced  for  leveral  hours  ;  and  as  the  poor 
Woman  was  very  much  funk  and  difpirited, 
and  her  Throws  began  to  flag,  I  judged  fhe 
would  not  be  delivered  by  natural  Pains, 
whereupon  I  thought  it  advifable  to  attempt 
the  fetching  it,  and  therefore  palled  up  my 
Extratfory  and  fixing  it  on  each  fide  of  the 
Head,  after  feveral  eflays,  I  at  length,  with 
great  difficulty,  brought  it  out  whole  :  The 
Child  was  dead.  This  Woman  was  not  de¬ 
livered 
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livcred  without  very  great  pain ;  and  indeed 
fome  Women  are  fo  unhappily  formed,  that 
it  is  fcarccly  poflible,  if  the  Child  is  large, 
to  bring  it  out  alive. 
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CASE  CLXIX. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Funis  Umbili- 

calis  prefented. 


T\ECE  MBER  the  a8th,  1730.  a  Bar- 
ber,  over-againft  Craven- Buildings  in 


Drury- Lane,  came  tome  about  ten  at  Night, 
to  defire  me  to  go  to  his  Wife,  whom  he 
told  me  had  been  in  Labour  two  or  three 
days  :  The  Midwife,  upon  my  coming,  in¬ 
formed  me,  that,  upon  the  burfting  of  the 
Membranes,  and  the  coming  away  of  the 
Waters,  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  flipp’d  down 
on  one  fide  before  the  Head :  Upon  exami¬ 
nation  I  found  the  Funis  protruded  into  the 
Vagina  near  the  length  of  half  a  yard,  this  I 
endeavoured  to  return  back  behind  the  Head, 
but  could  not,  although  I  attempted  all 
Methods  to  effed  it ;  it  had  been  a  long  time 
protruded,  and  was  cold,  and  as  I  could  not 
diftinguilh  the  leaft  pulfation  in  it,  I  had 
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therefore  good  grounds  to  believe  that  the 
Child  was  dead  :  Upon  thefe  appearances  I 
had  little  regard  to  the  life  of  the  Child, 
and  was  therefore  wholly  intent  how  to  help 
and  affift  the  Mother,  who,  from  the  tedi- 
oufnefs  of  the  Labour,  was  very  much  fpent 
and  difpirited,  and  her  Throws  were  not 
ftrong  nor  frequent :  Hence  I  judged  that 
by  natural  Pains  lhe  would  not  be  able  to 
force  out  the  Infant,  efpecially  as  the  Head 
was  large,  and  clofely  wedged  between  the 
Bones  of  the  Pelvis.  I  was  now  of  opinion 
that  the  Delivery  ought  to  be  immediately  at¬ 
tempted  ;  but  as  the  Head  lay  high  in  the 
Vagina^  and  was  lock'd  between  the  Bones, 
I  was  allured  that  I  Ihould  meet  with  no 
fmall  difficulty  in  bringing  it  out ;  however, 
as  the  Woman  was  in  no  little  danger,  if  it 
had  been  delay'd,  I  therefore  pafs'd  up  one 
fide  of  my  Extractor  between  the  Os  Pubis 
and  the  Head  of  the  Child,  and  endeavour'd 
to  bring  the  Head  downwards  and  back¬ 
wards  into  the  Vagina ;  but  this  proving  in¬ 
effectual,  I  then  pafs'd  up  both  fides  of  my 
Extractor ,  one  towards  each  Ileum ,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fix  them  on  each  fide  of  the 
Child's  Head,  and  taking  hold  of  the  ends 
of  the  Extractor  which  were  without  the 
Labia  Pudendi ,  I  ftrove,  by  pulling  them, 
to  draw  the  Head  towards  me  ;  but  as  it 
gave  way  to  the  preffure,  my  Extractor  ip- 
ped  off :  I  therefore  fixed  it  again  fomewhat 
lower,  for  as  the  Head  was  brought  more 

for- 
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forwards  by  the  firffc  attempt  I  made 
to  extrad  it,  I  could  more  eafily  carry  the 
fides  of  the  Inftrument  farther  up;  and  as 
the  Head  could  not  flip  from  the  hold  I  had 
now  taken,  the  circumference  about  the 
Temples,  (from  the  prefllire  made  by  the 
Extratfor)  was  confequently  not  lo  great, 
and  therefore  the  Head  might  more  readily 
pafs  through,  which  I  foon  brought  out 
whole,  the  Body  and  the  reft  of  the  parts 
immediately  followed.  This  Child,  as  I  at 
firft  prognofticated,  was  born  dead,  but  was 
brought  into  the  World  without  leflening 
the  Head,  which  is  a  pradice  too  common. 
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CASE  CLXX. 

A  i Delivery  where  the  Head  Jluck  in 

the  Pajfage . 


ECEMBER  the  apth,  1730.  a  Nurfe 
came  to  me  about  nine  o’clock  in  the 


morning,  defiring  me  to  go  to  a  Woman  near 
Soho- Square,  who,  as  fhe  told  me,  had  been 
in  Labour  about  two  days,  I  found  the 
Membranes  broke,  the  Waters  run  off,  the 
Throws  very  weak,  and  long  Intervals  : 
The  Woman  was  much  difpirited,  and,  up- 

G  g  g  on 
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on  Touching,  I  found  the  Head  funk  low 
into  the  Vagina ,  and  lying  upon  and  prefs'd 
againft  the  Os  Pubis ,  but  otherwife  it  was 
no  ways  engaged  between  the  Bones  :  Upon 
thefe  appearances,  I  judged  that  the  Head 
might,  without  any  difficulty  or  danger  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  Child  or  Mother,  be  eafily 
brought  forwards ;  wherefore  I  pafs'd  up 
one  fide  of  my  Extrablor  between  the  Os 
Pubis  of  the  Mother  and  the  Head  of  the 
Child,  and  readily  brought  it  lower  and 
more  backwards,  and  fo  on  at  length  be¬ 
yond  the  Labia  Pudendi :  The  Funis  Umbi - 
licalis  was  twilled  tight  about  the  Child's 
Neck,  fo  that  I  was  afraid  it  would  have 
been  ftrangled  ;  I  immediately  untwifted  the 
Funis ,  and  then  drew  out  the  whole  Body ; 
which  done,  as  ufual,  I  pafs'd  up  one  Hand 
into  the  Uterus ,  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta , 
which  I  found  clofely  adhering  to  it,  and 
having  feparated  it  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  I  then  brought  it  out ;  whereupon 
the  Woman  began  to  recover  her  Spirits ; 
and  the  Child  proved  a  lufty  and  lively 
Girl. 
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A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Shoulder  pre- 


T\ECEMBER  the  30th,  1730.  a  poor 
Man  came  to  me  out  of  Parker’s-Lane , 
defiring  me  to  go  to  his  Wife ;  the  Midwife 
upon  my  coming  told  me,  that  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  run  off 
about  twenty  hours  before,  upon  which  her 
Pains  went  off  and  had  never  return'd,  and 
file  judged  that  the  Hip  prefented  ;  but  up¬ 
on  my  Touching  her,  I  found  it  to  be  a 
Shoulder  which  flopp'd  up  the  inner  Orifice : 
I  told  her  fhe  ought  to  have  fent  for  further 
affiftance  as  foon  as  fhe  found  the  Child  to 
prefent  in  a  wrong  pofture;  but  Ihe,  in 
juftification  of  herfelf,  told  me,  by  which 
file  fhew'd  her  ignorance,  that  Ihe  had 
brought  feveral  Children  into  the  World 
when  they  prelented  in  that  manner:  there¬ 
upon  I  demonftrated  to  her  the  impoffibility 
of  a  Child's  being  brought  out  in  the  Pofture 
it  prefented.  Immediately  I  endeavoured  to 
remove  the  Shoulder,  that  I  might  the  more 
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readily  pafs  my  Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Feet, 
but  it  was  fo  rivetted  between  the  bones,  that 
I  could  neither  move  it  backwards  or  pafs 
my  Hand  by  it  :  1  was  therefore,  to  make 
more  way,  forced  to  bring  out  that  Arm  ; 
and  then  palling  my  Hand  within  the  inner 
Orifice,  I  found  the  Head  on  one  fide,  bent 
towards  the  Shoulder  from  the  preffure  above ; 

I  pulh'd  my  Hand  forward  by  the  Head  into 
the  Uterus ,  where  I  found  one  Foot ;  this, 
with  the  Leg,  I  brought  out ;  and  as  the 
other  was  bent  upwards  and  forward  towards 
the  Child's  Belly,  and  the  Woman  had  had 
feveral  Children  before,  I  was  the  lefs  folli- 
citous  about  bringing  that  down  ;  and  there¬ 
fore  wrapping  a  loft  Cloth  about  the  Ankle 
already  brought  out,  I  pulled  towards  me, 
at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  Woman  to 
aflilt  by  bearing  ftrongly  down  :  but  as  the 
Child  was  large,  it  was  with  fome  difficulty 
that  the  Hips  advanced  ;  however,  when  I  had 
got  the  Hips  out,  I  took  hold  above  them, 
and  drew  the  Child  out  to  the  Shoulders, 
when  1  found  the  Head  ftuck  above,  which 
was  occafioned  from  the  convexity  of  the  Os 
Sacrum ,  whereby  the  Palfage  was  ftraitned  ; 
I  therefore,  to  make  more  way  for  the  Head 
to  pafs,  firft  brought  down  one  Arm,  and 
afterwards  the  other,  and  then  clapping  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind 
above  the  Shoulders,  1  ftrove  to  bring  the 
Head  outwards,  but  as  it  did  not  readily  ad¬ 
vance  I  pafs’d  up  one  or  two  Fingers  into  the 

Mouth, 
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Mouth,  and  by  prefling  upon  the  lower  Jaw, 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  Faceforwards  which 
fo  far  anfwered  my  expe&ation,  that  I  foon 
extricated  the  Head  out  of  it’s  clofe  confine¬ 
ment,  and  brought  it  away  ;  but  the  Child 
was  dead :  Whether  it's  death  proceeded  from 
it's  lying  fo  long  in  the  uneafy  pofture  I 
found  it  in  upon  my  firft  Touching,  or  the 
difficulty  I  had  in  bringing  it  out,  I  am  not 
able  to  determine.  The  Placenta  adhering 
to  the  Womb,  I  feparated  it  as  ufual,  and 
brought  it  away. 
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CASE  CLXXIL 

A  ‘ Delivery  where  the  Funis  Umbili- 
calis  was  fallen  out  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudenda,  as  alfo  one  Hand  and 
Arm. 

*yANUJRT  the  iath,  1730-31.  I  was 
J  fent  for  about  fix  of  the  Clock  in  the 
morning  from  Mr.  MaJJey  s,  an  Apothecary 
in  Great  Kuffel- Street,  whofe  wife  I  had 
been  attending  from  twelve  o’Clock  the  pre¬ 
cedent  night  in  a  natural  Labour,  and  had 

delivered 
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delivered  her  juft  before  the  Perfon  came  for 
me.  When  I  came  to  St.  Martin’ Lane,  I 
found  a  Child  prefenting  with  one  Hand,  and 
the  Funis  Umbilicalis  prefs’d  out  beyond  the 
Labia  Pudendi ;  and  upon  paffing  up  my 
Hand,  I  obferved  that  the  Shoulder  was  funk 
low,  and  fo  rivetted  between  the  Bones,  that 
I  could  not  move  it :  Wherefore  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  pafs  my  Hand  on  one  fide,  which 
I  at  length  effected,  and  got  my  whole  Hand 
into  the  Uterus ,  where  I  met  with  one  Knee} 
I  immediately  put  one  of  my  Fingers  bent 
into  the  Ham,  and  drew  the  Knee  forward, 
beyond  the  Os  Vincce  into  the  Vagina:  I  ob¬ 
ferved,  as  the  Knee  advanced,  that  the 
Shoulder  and  Arm  moved  upwards  into  the 
Uterus ,  and  the  Hips  at  the  fame  time  came 
forwards ;  and  as  the  Child  was  fmall,  and 
the  Woman  had  before  brought  forth  Chil¬ 
dren,  I  was  not  over  follicitous  about  bring¬ 
ing  down  the  other  Leg  ;  #  but  taking  hold 
of  that  before  brought  out  with  a  loft  Cloth, 
I  drew  it  gently  forwards,  and  found  the 
Hips  to  advance,  and  I  foon  brought  them 
out  as  well  as  the  other  parts :  The  Placenta 
readily  followed.  This  Child  was  born 
dead;  it’s  Death  feem'd  to  be  owing  to  the 
Midwife's  not  fending  early  when  fhe  firft 
obferved  that  the  Child  prefented  wrong  :  F  or 
the  Funis  Umbilicalis ,  lying  fo  long  out,  was 
grown  cold  ;  and  as  it  had  lain  for  a  long 
while  prefs’d  between  the  Shoulder  (which 
d  up  the  Paffage  above)  and  the  Bones 

which 
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which  form  the  Pelvis,  the  Circulation  of 
the  Blood  through  it  was  impeded,  which, 
in  all  probability,  occafioned  the  Death  of 
the  Child. 


CASE  CLXXIII. 

A  Delivery  where  the  Head  Jluck  in 
the  Pajfage ,  and  could  not  be  brought 
forwards  by  the  Throws 5  although 

ABOUT  eight  o'clock  in  the  Evening 
of  the  laft  mention'd  day,  a  Carpen¬ 
ter  in  Orchard-Street ,  Jfefimhifler,  came  to 
defire  me  to  go  to  his  Wife.  The  Midwife 
upon  my  coming  there  told  me,  that  the 
Child  prefented  right,  with  the  upper  part 
of  the  Head  foremoft,  and  that  it  was  funk 
low  into  the  Vagina ,  and  there  it  ftuck,  and 
for  feveral  hours  had  not  advanced  intheleaft, 
notwithftandingher  Throws  were  both  ftrong 
and  forcing:  from  hence  I  concluded,  as  the 
Head  was  large,  and  the  Woman  not  young, 
and  this  being  the  firft  time  of  her  being  in 
Labour,  that  the  Head  was  lock’d  between 
the  Bones,  fo  that  there  might  be  occafion 
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for  fome  help  to  bring  it  forwards :  Where¬ 
upon  I  examined  and  found  it  as  before  re- 
prcfentedj  and  therefore  pafs’d  up  one  fide 
of  my  Extractor  between  the  Os  Pubis  of  the 
Mother  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  ;  and  en¬ 
deavour’d  to  fix  it  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
Occiput ,  near  to  the  firft  Vertebra ;  this 
done,  I  attempted  to  lift  the  Head  from  off 
the  faid  Bone,  and  to  draw  it  more  down¬ 
wards  towards  the  Labia  Pudendi :  But  as  my 
Inftrument  flipp'd  feveral  times,  I  was  as 
often  forced  to  repafs  it,  and,  at  laft,  with 
no  fmall  difficulty,  I  brought  out  the  upper 
and  hinder  part  of  the  Head  beyond  the 
Labia ,  and  as  the  Fore-part  prefs’d  very 
much  backwards  againft  the  ReBtun. ,  I  prefs’d 
outwardly  with  the  Flat  of  my  Hand  againft 
that  part,  by  which  means  I  forced  the  Head 
more  forwards,  and  more  towards  the  Labia , 
and  at  length  brought  out  the  whole  Head ; 
but  as  it  ftuck  at  the  Shoulders,  I  took  hold 
on  each  fide  of  the  Head,  and  drew  boldly 
forwards,  at  the  fame  time  gently  fhaking 
it,  and  by  thefe  means  the  Shoulders  advan¬ 
ced  and  flipp’d  out  ;  after  which  all  the  re¬ 
maining  parts  readily  followed.  The  Pla¬ 
centa  adhering  to  the  Uterus ,  I  was  forced 
to  feparate  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers 
before  I  could  bring  it  away.  This  Child 
was  born  alive,  notwithftanding  all  this  dif¬ 
ficulty  in  extracting  it,  only  fome  parts  of 
the  Face  were  a  little  bruifed  by  the  preffure 
made  from  the  ftraitnefs  of  the  Paflage,  but 

the 
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the  contufion  went  off  in  three  or  four  days, 
and  it  proved  a  lively  and  lully  Boy. 


CASE  CLXXIV. 

A  Delivery  where  the  Face  prefented . 

I  Was  fent  for  about  three  o'clock  in  the 
Afternoon  to  a  Woman  in  Burleigh - 
Street ,  whole  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  run  off  feverai  hours  before  :  The 
Midwife  was  not  able  to  give  me  any  certain 
account  how  the  Child  prefented,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  immediately  touched  her,  and  the 
firft  part  I  met  with  was  the  Chin  and  Mouth, 
which  fatisfied  me  that  the  Face  came  fore- 
moft :  it  was  funk  very  low  into  the  Vagina , 
and  there  it  had  ftuck  for  feverai  hours,  not¬ 
withstanding  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther  and  the  Midwife :  As  the  Child  pre¬ 
fented  in  this  manner,  and  the  Face  was 
much  fwelfd,  andclofely  prefs'd  between  the 
Bones,  I  could  not  readily  diftinguifh  the 
different  parts ;  but  as  I  found  it  fo  clofely 
wedged,  and  that  the  Throws  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther  were  not  ftrong  enough  to  bring  the 
Child  forward  without  lome  afiiftance,  and 
the  life  of  the  Child  being  likewife  in  dan- 
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ger ;  I  thought  it  advifable  to  haften  the 
Delivery  as  much  as  poflible  :  I  therefore 
pafs'd  up  one  Cheek  of  my  Extractor  on 
one  fide,  as  far  as  the  back  part  of  the  Head, 
and  endeavoured  to  bring  the  Face  lower  into 
the  Vagina,  and  by  the  Help  of  this  one  part 
of  my  Extrattor  I  brought  the  Chin  and 
Mouth  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi  :  I  then 
pafs'd  a  Finger  into  the  Mouth,  and  preffed 
upon  the  lower  Jaw,  in  hopes  to  have 
brought  out  the  other  parts  of  the  Head  ; 
but  as  it  ftuck  above,  between  the  Bones  of 
the  Pelvis ,  I  was  forced  to  pafs  up  the  other 
Cheek  of  my  Inftrument,  and  fixing  it,  I  by 
gently  pulling  brought  out  the  whole  Head, 
which  I  took  hold  of  on  each  fide,  and  then 
drew  out  the  Shoulders;  the  reft  of  the  Body 
readily  followed.  The  Placenta  I  fetch'd  as 
I  ufually  do  when  it  adheres  to  the  Womb. 
I  believed  at  firft  that  the  Child  was  dead, 
but  it  foon  convinced  me  I  was  in  the 
wrong,  by  crying  out;  the  Face  was  very 
black  and  much  fwelled,  by  it's  lying  fo  long 
prefs’d  in  the  Paflage.  I  ordered  it  to  be 
fomented  with  red  Wine  warmed,  by  which 
the  Tumour  and  Blacknefs  was,  in  a  great 
meafure,  carried  off  by  the  next  day. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLXXV. 


^  Placenta  /<?yj  m  the  Uterus,  and  the 


ANU AR2~  the  asd,  1730-31.  I  was 


T  call'd  up  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  to  a  Woman  at  the  Swan  in  Butcher- 
RoWy  whom  I  had  affifted  a  year  before  in  a 
violent  Flooding  ;  at  this  time  fhe  wanted 
about  ten  weeks  of  her  Reckoning,  but  had 
been  feized  on  a  fuddeii  with  a  violent  pain, 
and  a  forcing  downwards,  whereby  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters  pafs'd 
off,  and  the  Child  was  brought  away  by  the 
affiftance  of  the  Midwife;  but  in  her  attempt¬ 
ing  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  lhe  had  broke  the 
String,  and  left  the  Placenta  in  the  Uterus, 
which  was  the  reafon  of  their  fending  for  me* 
Upon  my  Touching,  I  found  one  end  of  the 
String  hanging  out  beyond  the  Labia,  and  as 
I  was  not  before  told  that  the  String  was 
broke  away,  I  took  hold  of  the  end  that 
hanged  out,  defigning  to  pafs  my  Hand  all 
along  by  the  String  into  the  Uterus  ;  but  I 
found  that  it  came  readily  away :  I  loon 
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perceiv’d  what  the  Midwife  had  been  about, 
flie  had  thruft  up  the  Funis]  UmbUicalis 
into  the  Vagina,  in  hopes  I  would  have  pul¬ 
led  at  it  immediately,  and  fo  fhould  have 
concluded  that  I  myfelf  had  broke  it  ^  I  re¬ 
buked  her  for  her  defign’d  impofition,  and 
immediately  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  into  the 
Vagina ;  but  as  fome  hours  had  pafs'd  fince 
the  Child  had  come  away,  and  the  Child 
being  likewife  final],  the  Os  internum  as  well 
as  the  Uterus  was  very  much  contra&ed,  fo 
that  I  could  not  without  difficulty  pafs  in 
my  Hand  :  The  Placenta  was  clofely  envi¬ 
ron'd  by  the  Uterus ,  fo  I  could  not  readily 
move  my  Fingers  to  feparate  it,  however, 
after  fome  time  I  brought  it  away  whole, 
when  the  Flooding,  which  before  attended 
her,  foon  flopp’d.  The  Child  was  born 
alive,  but  died  the  next  day. 


CASE 


/ 


CASES  in  Midwifry.  •  41* 


CASE  CLXXVI. 


A  Delivery  where  the  Uterus  was  in - 


Labia  Pudendi,  and  the  Placenta 
adhering  to  the  Uterus. 

<jt  ANUA  R¥  the  apth,  1750-31.  I  was 
J  about  eight  o’Clock  in  the  Evening  fent 
for  to  the  Wife  of  a  Brother  Surgeon  in 
Surrey-Street :  The  Child  was  born  about  an 
hour  before  I  came,  and  the  Midwife  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  bring  away  the  Placenta ,  had 
inverted  xhzUterus^  for,  upon  examination, 
I  found  the  whole  Body  of  the  Uterus ,  with 
the  Placenta ,  adhering  to  the  Fundus ,  hang¬ 
ing  out  beyond  the  Labia ;  there  was  a  great 
profufion  of  Blood,  and  the  Woman  was 
dead  before  I  came.  I  rebuked  the  Mid¬ 
wife  for  not  fending  fooner,  and  told  her, 
that  Ihe,  through  her  ignorance,  was  the 
immediate  caufe  of  the  poor  Woman's  death, 
for  by  pulling  the  String  too  forcibly,  fhe 
had  drawn  out  and  inverted  the  Womb, 
Before  I  examined,  the  Midwife  told  me, 
that  the  Placenta  was  partly  brought  out. 


being 
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being  ignorant  that  fhe  had  alio  pull'd  out 
the  Womb  ;  but  I  ftiew'd  her  her  error,  that 
the  Pacenta  was  all  brought  out,  and  only 
adhered  to  the  Fundus  Uteriy  which,  as  the 
whole  Womb  was  inverted,  hang'd  out  be¬ 
yond  the  Labia  Pudendi. 

•r 

This  Cafe  Ihould  be  a  Caution  to  all 
Pra&itioners  how  they  attempt  to  bring  away 
the  Placenta ,  and  not  to  pull  the  String  too 
rudely,  left  they  invert  and  draw  out  the 
Uterus ,  by  which  the  Woman  dies  a  Martyr  to 
their  temerity  and  ignorance,  as  was  too 
plainly  the  Cafe  in  the  precedent  Obfervation. 


CASE  CLXXVir. 

A  'Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
with  the  Shoulder  and  one  Hand  and 
Arm  funk  down  into  the  Vagina. 

I  Was  call'd  up  about  ten  o'clock  at  night 
to  go  to  the  Wife  of  a  perfon  whofe 
former  Wife  I  had  delivered  about  fix  years 
before :  at  this  Labour  the  Child  prefented 
with  one  Hand  and  Arm,  which  was  funk 
down  into  the  Vagina ,  the  Shoulder  and  up¬ 
per  part  of  the  Back  prefs'd  againft  the  Os 
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internum ,  and  the  Head  was  bent  forward 
towards  the  Breaft.  With  fome  difficulty  I 
returned  the  Arm,  but  the  Hand,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  I  could  do,  was  ready  to  flip  out 
again,  as  often  as  the  Woman  bore  down  : 
The  Uterus ,  being  emptied  of  the  Waters 
fome  time  before,  was  much  contracted, 
which  gave  me  no  fmall  trouble  in  drawing 
a  Foot  and  Leg  forward,  for  although  I  had 
got  hold  of  the  Foot  feveral  times,  it  often 
flipp’d  from  between  my  Fingers,  however, 
at  length,  I  brought  the  Leg  out  \  and  as 
the  Child  was  very  fmall,  (the  Woman  be¬ 
ing  near  two  months  fliort  of  her  reckoning) 
and  the  Hips  advanced,  I  was  not  follicitous 
about  bringing  down  the  other  Leg,  but 
taking  hold  of  that  already  brought  out,  I 
drew  it  forwards,  and  the  Hips  and  Body 
readily  followed  ;  but  as  at  firft  when  I  ex¬ 
amined  I  found  the  Os  internum  not  dilated 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  Paffage  of  my 
Hand,  fo  now  I  found  it  clofely  environing 
the  Head,  which  was  funk  into  the  Vagina  \ 
wherefore  I  dilated  the  Os  internum  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  foon  extricated  the 
Head.  The  Placenta  flicking  to  the  Womb, 
I  feparated  it  as  I  ufually  do,  and  brought  it 
away.  This  Child  was  born  dead. 
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CASE  CLXXVIII 


after  the 
T wins. 
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FEBRU ART  the  ift,  1730-31.  one 

Mr. - ,  a  Clerk  to  judge  Fortefcuey 

came  to  me  about  fix  a  Clock  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  to  defire  me  to  go  with  him  to  his  Wife, 
who  had  been  juft  before  delivered  by  the 
Midwife  of  two  lufty  Girls,  which  had  each 
their  feparate  Placenta :  The  occafion  of 
fetching  me  was,  becaufe  a  violent  Flooding 
enfued  ;  the  Midwife  had  done  what  fhe 
thought  neceffary  to  flop  it,  as  applying 
Cloths  dipp’d  in  Vinegar  and  Water,  but  the 
Flooding  continued  :  Upon  examination  I 
found  both  the  Burthens  whole,  wherefore 
I  concluded  that  Che  Uterus  muft  be  kept 
extended  by  coagulated  blood,  and  fo  it  was; 
for  the  Vagina  was  not  only  flopp’d  up  by  a 
large  quantity  of  this  coagulated  and  extra- 
vafated  blood,  which  I  removed,  but  the 
Mouth  of  the  Womb,  and  the  Womb  itfelf, 
was  kept  diftended  by  it;  I  therefore  clear’d 
it  away,  and  the  Flooding  flopp’d  imme¬ 
diately,  and  never  return’d  afterwards. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLXXIX. 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Child  came  away 
upon  the  burjling  of  the  Membra  nes. 

TH  E  ufe  of  Touching  is  highly  necef- 
fary  before  a  Delivery,  for  by  it  you 
may  form  a  judgment  whether  the  Delivery 
will  be  fpeedy  or  not,  as  will  appear  by  the 
Prognoftick  I  made  in  this  prefent  Cafe.  On 
the  jth  of  February ,  1730-31.  I  was  fent 
for  about  fix  in  the  morning  to  a  Woman  at 
the  Back-fide  of  St.  Clement's,  whom  I  had 
delivered  about  a  Year  before,  at  which 
time,  although  the  Child  prefented  right,  yet 
it  could  not  be  brought  away,  without  great 
difficulty  and  danger  to  the  Mother,  and  the 
Death  of  the  Child  :  but  at  this  time  it  was 
dire&ly  the  reverfe:  Upon  Touching  her, 
foon  after  I  came,  I  found  the  Os  Tincce 
very  much  fpread,  the  Membranes  largely 
diftended  by  the  Waters,  and  protruded  into 
the  Vagina ,  fo  that  they  feenfd  to  be  of  the 
bulk  of  a  Child's  Head :  from  hence  I  con¬ 
cluded  that  the  Child  would  be  foon  born ; 
and  as  her  Throws  grew  ftronger  and  quicker 
I  expe&ed  the  Membranes  would  break  very 
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foon,  and  as  I  expe&ed,  they  broke  in  a  few 
Minutes,  and  the  Head  of  the  Child,  was  at 
the  fame  time  protruded  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi ,  fo  that  I  had  fcarce  time  to  put 
myfelf  into  a  pofition  proper  to  receive  it ; 
but,  notwithftanding  the  Child  came  away 
upon  the  burfting  of  the  Waters,  the  Head> 
when  I  firft  Touched,  lay  very  high,  fo  that 
I  could  not  readily  reach  it  with  the  ends  of 
two  Fingers  which  I  had  pafs'd  up.  I  im¬ 
mediately  made  a  Ligature  upon  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis ,  and  divided  it,  and  then  as  ufual 
took  hold  of  that  part  of  the  String  which 
adhered  to  the  Placenta ,  and  palling  up  my 
other  Hand  by  the  String,  I  endeavoured  by 
gently  pulling  to  bring  it  away  :  But  as  the 
String  was  very  tender,  it  broke  between  my 
Fingers ;  and  the  Placenta  clofely  adhering 
to  the  Uterus ,  I  was  forced  to  feparate  it 
with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers ;  and  notwith¬ 
ftanding  all  my  precaution  and  care,  I  was 
obliged  to  bring  it  away  by  peice-meal, 
however  at  length  I  entirely  clear'd  the 
Womb> 
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CASE  CLXXX. 

A  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus  and  it’s 

String  broke  off. 

ANurfe  came  to  me  about  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon  the  <5th  of  February , 
30-31*  and  delired  me  to  go  immediately 
with  her  to  a  Plummer's  in  long  Acre,  where 
a  Child  was  born,  but  the  Midwife  by  pul¬ 
ling  the  Navel-ftring  too  rudely  had  broke  it 
off  near  to  the  ^Placenta,  which  was  left  in 
the  Womb  :  As  foon  as  I  came  to  her,  I 
pafs'd  up  my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  where 
I  found  the  Placenta  entirely  feparated  from 
the  Uterus,  and  partly  protruded  into  the 
Vagina ,  fo  that  I  readily  brought  it  away> 
and  in  fo  lhort  a  time  that  the  People  that 
Avere  prefent  were  greatly  furprized.  Had 
the  Midwife  underftood  how  to  have  pafs'd 
her  Hand,  file  might  very  eafily  have  brought 
away  the  Burthen  before,  and  for  want  of 
this  knowledge,  fome  Women  fall  into  vio¬ 
lent  Floodings,  and  are  fometimes  loft  there- 
by,  for  fo  long  as  the  Uterus  is  kept  diftend- 
ed  by  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  Burthen  re¬ 
tain'd  in  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  is  loofened 
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from  it,  the  Mouths  of  the  Veffels,  (as  has 
been  often  obferv’d)  which  before  were  in- 
ofculated  into  the  Burthen,  continually  pour 
the  blood  into  the  Uterus ,  and  fo  occafion  a 
violent  Flooding,  which  if  not  foon  flopp'd, 
brings  on  great  Faintings,  Convulfions,  and 
Death ;  wherefore  you  cannot  be  too  Ipeedy 
in  fetching  the  Placenta }  efpecially  if  it  is 
wholly  loofened  from  the  Uterus. 


&> 


CASE  CLXXXL 

A  ^Delivery  where  one  Hand  and  Arm 
prefentedy  with  the  Navelflring. 

ABOUT  eight  o'clock  in  the  Evening 
of  the  aforementioned  day,  a  Brother 
Surgeon  came  to  me  at  the  Rainbow  Coffee- 
houfe,  and  defired  me  to  go  with  him  to  his 
Wife,  who  lived  near  Bedford-Row:  He 
told  me  that  one  Arm  of  the  Child  was 
flipp'd  out  with  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  into 
the  Vagina ,  and  upon  Touching  I  found 
matters  as  he  had  reprefented  ;  Wherefore  I 
immediately  pafs’d  up  one  Hand  into  the  Vo* 
gina  and  met  with  one  Hand  and  the  Navel- 
ftring  ;  as  the  Arm  was  not  funk  very  l°w5 

nor 
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nor  the  Shoulder  engaged  in  the  Os  inter¬ 
num I  readily  and  eafily  return'd  it,  but  the 
Funis  Umbilicalis  would  not  keep  up,  altho' 
I  put  it  up  feveral  times,  and  as  it  had  hung 
out  for  fome  time,  and  there  was  no  pulfa- 
tion  to  be  felt  in  it,  I  judg'd  that  the  Child 
was  dead.  I  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  into  the 
Uterusy  and  loon  met  with  one  Knee,  and 
flipping  my  Hand  down  that  Leg,  I  took 
hold  of  the  Foot  and  brought  it  out ;  and  as 
the  other  Leg  was  bent  upward  towards  the 
Child's  Belly,  and  the  Paffage.  had  been 
dilated  by  feveral  former  Labours,  I  was  not 
over  follicitous  about  bringing  down  the 
other  Foot,  in  doing  which  I  muft  have  met 
with  fome  Difficulty  ;  and  therefore  wrap¬ 
ping  a  foft  Cloth  about  the  Leg  already 
brought  down,  I  drew  it  out,  and  the  Hips 
(but  not  without  fome  difficulty)  followed : 
I  then  took  hold  above  them,  and  brought 
out  the  Child  as  far  as  the  Shoulders;  and 
to  make  more  room  for  the  Head  to  pals,  I 
fetch'd  down  both  the  Arms,  in  doing  which 
one  Arm  was  broke :  after- 1  had  got  down 
the  Arms,  I  found  that  the  Head  ftuck 
above ;  but  at  length,  after  feveral  elfays,  X 
brought  it  lo  forward,  that  I  was  able  to  get 
one  Finger  into  the  Mouth,  and  by  preffing 
upon  the  lower  jaw  brought  the  Face  for¬ 
wards,  and  at  the  fame  time  pulling  behind  at 
the  Shoulders,  I  at  laft  drew  out  the  whole 
Head ;  and  then  palling  up  my  Hand,  I 
feparated  the  Placenta ,  which  ftuck  to  the 

Uterus , 
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UteniSy  and  brought  it  out  whole.  The 
Child  was  born  dead,  as  I  before  prognofti- 
cated. 


CASE  CLXXXII. 

A  delivery  where 


the  $P ajfage . 


fEBRU ART  the  7th,  1730-31.  I  was 
fent  for  to  Lamb eth- Mar fh9  to  a  Woman 
who  had  been  about  twenty-four  hours  in 
Labour:  the  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  pafs’d  off  feyeral  hours  before  I 
came ;  the  Child  prefented  right,  but  lay 
high  up  in  the  Womb.  The  Palfage  in  this 
Woman  was  ftrait,  and  ftie  was  very  ungo¬ 
vernable,  and  would  not  affift  by  retaining 
her  breath,  and  bearing  down  as  often  as  her 
Throws  came  upon  her,  fo  that  the  Head  of 
the  Child  had  not  in  the  lcaft  advanced  for 
feveral  hours :  I  was  therefore  fent  for,  and 
ftrongly  importuned,  both  by  herfelf  and 
others  prefent,  to  deliver  her  :  Upon  exami¬ 
nation  I  found  the  Os  internum  was  dilated 
wide  enough  for  the  Head  to  pafs  through, 
but  the  Head  being  large  I  was  forced  to 
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make  ufe  of  my  Extractor,  and  palling  up 
one  fide  of  it,  I  fixed  it  in  the  Nape  of  the 
Neck,  and  endeavour’d  to  bring  the  Head 
downwards  into  the  Vagina  ;  but  that  Me¬ 
thod  proving  ineffe&ual,  I  removed  the  In- 
llrument,  and  palfed  up  one  cheek  on  one 
fide  of  the  Head,  and  the  other  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  and  then  endeavoured  to  fix  their  ex¬ 
tremities  near  the  Ears  \  I  now  pulled  again, 
but  my  Inftrument  flipp’d  two  or  three  times 
from  off  the  Head  ;  however  I  at  length  fo 
fix'd  it,  that  although  I  pulled  very  ftoutly 
it  kept  it’s  hold,  and  I  found  the  Head  to 
fink  down,  and  at  laft  I  brought  it  out  be¬ 
yond  the  Labia  Pudendi ;  and  taking  hold  of 
it  on  each  fide  with  my  hands,  I  drew  out 
the  Shoulders,  and  the  reft  of  the  Body 
readily  followed.  The  Placenta  I  brought’ 
away  as  ufual :  this  Child,  notwithstanding: 
all  this  difficulty,  was  born  alive,  and  cried  1 
out  briskly, 
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CASE  CLXXXIII. 


The  Head  prefenting  right,  and  the 


Child  flicking  at  the  Shoulders. 
EBRU ART  the  pth,  1730-31.  I  was 


-*■  call'd  up  about  one  in  the  morning  to 

one  Mrs.  W - i,  a  Lighterman's  Wife  in 

in  Salisbury-Court ,  where  the  Child  prefented 
right  with  the  upper  part  of  the  Head,  but 
the  Head  was  not  fo  clofely  ri  vetted  as  the 
former ;  I  removed  it,  and  brought  it  out,  by 
only  fixing  one  fide  of  my  Extractor  in  the 
Nape  of  the  Neck,  and  drawing  it  forwards: 
but  as  the  Child  ftuck  at  the  Shoulders, 
which  were  very  large,  I  had  fbme  difficulty 
to  bring  them  out  ;  and  was  forced  to  pull 
very  ftrongly.  The  Placenta  adhered  very 
clofely  to  the  Uterus ,  and  I  was  obliged  to 
feparate  it  very  cautioufly,  for  fear  of  either 
hurting  the  Uterus ,  or  leaving  in  fome  part 
of  it.  It  prov'd  a  very  large  and  lively  Girl : 
as  this  Woman  had  brought  forth  feveral 
Children  before,  the  Cafe  was  lefs  difficult. 


CASE 
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CASE  CLXXXIV". 

A  Flooding • 

ON  the  fame  Day  l  was  fetch'd  about 
feven  in  the  morning,  to  a  Woman  at 
the  Black-Boy  near  Dutchy-Lane  in  the 
Strand  :  I  found  fhe  had  loft  fome  quantity 
of  blood,  but  as  the  Child  lay  right  for  the 
Birth,  with  the  upper  part  of  the  Head  op- 
pofite  to  the  Os  internum ,  which  was  fpread 
as  wide  as  the  Palm  of  my  Hand,  and  as  the 
draining  at  prefent  was  very  much  abated, 

I  was  in  hopes  fhe  would  be  delivered  by 
the  force  of  natural  Pains,  and  therefore  I 
ordered  her  an  aftringent  opiate  Draught 
and  Julep,  and  left  her  for  that  time ;  but 
about  twelve  or  one  o'clock  I  was  fent  for 
again,  w^hen  I  found  that  the  Head  was  not 
in  the  lead  advanced,  although  fhe  had  had 
(as  they  informed  me)  a  great  many  ftrong 
and  forcing  Pains:  and  as  her  Flooding  had 
again  return'd,  and  herPulfe  was  now  low  and 
funk,  I  thought  it  advifable  immediately  to 
attempt  her  Delivery,  for  fear  fhe  fhould 
not  have  Spirits  left,  if  it  was  delay'd  much 
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longer,  to  bear  up  under  the  fatigue  and 
pain  Ihe  mull  neceffarily  undergo.  I  there¬ 
fore  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  well  greafed  into 
the  Vagina ,  and  found  that  the  Head  was  no 
ways  engaged  between  the  Bones,  but  lying 
loofe,  fo  that  with  little  difficulty  I  prefs'd 
it  loniewhat  upwards,  whereby  I  made  way 
to  pafs  my  Hand  beyond  it,  and  as  the 
Membranes  were  not  already  broke,  I  tore 
them  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  at 
the  fame  inftant  pafs'd  my  Hand  within 
them,  and  the  Waters  not  being  pafs'd  off, 
the  Uterus  was  not  contrafted,  fo  tnac  I 
had  room  to  move  my  Hand,  and  get  at 
the  Feet :  the  firft  part  1  met  with  was  one 
of  the  Knees,  and  bending  my  Finger  under 
the  Ham,  I  drew  that  Knee  towards  me,  and 
then  brought  out  the  Foot :  I  pafs'd  in  my 
Hand  again  in  fearch  of  the  other  Foot, 
which  I  foon  met  with,  and  joining  them 
together,  brought  both  out  beyond  the  La¬ 
bia  Qudendi,  and  taking  hold  with  a  foft 
Cloth  I  drew  out  the  Hips ;  and  then  taking 
frefh  hold  above  them,  I  brought  out  the 
Body  of  the  Child,  but  the  Shoulders  and 
Head  ftuck  above  between  the  Bones  of  the 
Pelvis  y  I  had  fome  trouble  in  bringing  down 
the  Arms,  but  this  I  at  laft  effected,  and  the 
Head  foon  followed.  Upon  palling  my 
Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta ,  I  found  it 
lool'ened  from  the  Uterus ,  and  funk  in  part 
into  the  Vagina ,  fo  that  it  readily  came  away. 
The  Funis  UmbiUcalis  was  twilled  once  about 

the 
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the  Child's  Neck,  which  very  probably  was 
the  occafion  of  the  precedent  Flooding,  for 
as  the  Head  funk  down,  it  drew  the  Placenta 
after  it,  and  by  that  means  it  was  loofen'd 
from  the  Uterus  ;  notwithftanding  this,  the 
Child  was  born  alive,  and  proved  a  lufty 
Boy. 
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CASE  CLXXXV. 


A  fpeedy  ‘Delivery  occajion  d  hy  a 

Flooding . 


T^EBRUART  the  14th,  1730-31.  a 
Nurfe  came  to  me  about  nine  in  the 
morning,  defiring  me  to  go  to  a  Woman 
near  EJ/lx^Stairs^  who  at  times  had  been 
feiz'd  with  a  Flooding,  for  near  three  weeks; 
fhe  had  made  ufe  of  feveral  remedies,  which 
her  Midwife  and  others  had  prefcribed,  not¬ 
withftanding  which  her  Flooding  often  re¬ 
turned.  When  I  came,  I  found  her  very  low 
and  weak,  and  fhe  had  fainted  away  feveral 
times,  fo  that  I  was  almoft  afraid  Ihe  would 
die  if  I  attempted  to  deliver  her,  but  as  that 
was  the  only  way  left  to  fave  her  life,  I 
thought  I  ought  rather  to  attempt  it,  than 
leave  her  to  certain  death,  which  muft  have 
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been  the  confequence  if  fhe  was  not  deli¬ 
vered  ;  wherefore,  as  foon  as  I  had  laid  her 
acrbfs  the  Bed,  I  pafs’d  up  my  Hand  well 
greafed  into  the  Uagina,  and  found  the  Os 
internum  dilated  wide  enough  to  admit  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers  and  Thumb,  which  I 
pafs’d  into  the  fame,  and  by  gently  fpread- 
ing  them,  endeavoured  to  dilate  it  wide 
enough  to  admit  my  Hand,  which  I  foon 
effected  ;  and  the  firft  part  1  met  with,  when 
I  had  pafs’d  my  Hand  into  the  Womb,  was 
part  of  the  Placenta  loolened  from  the  Uterus , , 
which  was  agreeable  to  what  I  at  firft  told 
them  :  I  foon  broke  the  Membranes  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  as  the  Child 
was  ftill  floating  in  it’s  Waters,  I  readily  met 
with  one  Foot,  which  I  drew  out,  and  as 
the  'Woman  was  two  months  fhort  of  her 
Reckoning,  and  the  Child  fmall,  I  was  net 
over  follicitous  about  what  became  of  the 
other  Foot,  and  therefore,  taking  hold  of 
that  brought  out,  I  drew  it  forwards,  and 
the  Hips  readily  followed  :  but  as  the  Head 
ftuck  above,  I  brought  down  the  Arms,  and 
afterwards,  taking  hold  as  ulual,  I  drew  out 
the  Head ;  and  upon  paffing  up  my  Hand  to 
fetch  the  Placenta ,  Iiound  it  wholly  feparated 
from  the  Uterus ,  and  partly  funk  down  into 
the  Uagina ;  this  I  brought  out,  and  imme¬ 
diately  the  Flooding  ceafed,  but  the  Child 
was  dead:  The  Woman  foon  began  to  reco¬ 
ver  her  Strength  and  Spirits. 
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CASE  clxxxvi. 


The  bringing  away  of  federal  

Subjiances,  formed  from  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  Hydatidcs  join  d  together  by  a 


loofe  Parenchymatous  Subjlance. 


the  1 6th,  1730-31.  I  was 


lent  for  into  Petty- France ,  to  a  Gentle¬ 


woman  whole  Husband  died  about  four 
Months  before,  fhe  at  this  time  thought  her- 
felf  with  Child,  and  was  leiz'd  with  a  Flood- 
ing,  which  Ihe  had  complained  of  for  feveral 
days  ;  but  the  difcharge  not  being  large,  ihe 
had  only  made  ufe  of  Medicines  by  her 
Midwife's  dire&ions ;  it  now  encreafing  I 
was  fent  for,  upon  examination,  I  found 
that  it  feized  her  periodically,  and  every 
night  her  Pulfe  was  quicker  and  fuller  than 
at  any  other  time.  From  what  I  could  ga¬ 
ther  from  her  difcourfe,  I  could  not  believe 
that  fhe  was  with  Child,  and  therefore  gave 
my  opinion  accordingly,  and  ordered  her  an 
gi  of  the  Bark,  with  3ii  of  7err.  Japon.  to  be 
infufed  in  Red  Wine  lb.  i  tf,  of  which  fhe 
was  to  take  four  Spoonfuls  every  three  or 
four  hours,  with  an  Anodine  Aftringent 


Draught 
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Draught  to  be  taken  every  night  for  three 
or  four  times :  I  waited  upon  her  the  next 
day,  when  fhe  was  better ;  but  as  her  Doctor 
faw  her  then,  I  call'd  no  more.  On  the  fixth 
of  March  I  was  lent  for  again,  fhe  having 
been  feiz’d  for  feveral  hours  with  ftrong 
Throws,  like  thofe  preceeding  Labour,  and 
a  Flooding  at  this  time  returned,  but  not  in 
a  large  quantity  :  As  foon  as  I  came  there, 
the  Midwife  Ihew'd  me  a  Lump  as  big  as  my 
two  Fifts,  which  lhe  had  brought  away  juft 
before  I  came  }  file  likewife  informed  me, 
that  fhe  felt  more  lying  in  the  Palfage,  but 
that  fhe  was  afraid  to  bring  it  away  :  Where¬ 
fore  I  dire&ed  her,  the  Gentlewoman  being 
unwilling  that  I  fhould  Touch  her,  to  pals 
up  either  her  Fingers  or  Hand,  and  to  draw 
it  away  5  which  done,  the  Flooding  and 
Pain  cealed  ;  this  Lump  was  larger  than  the 
former  :  After  this  I  was  defiled  to  touch, 
when  I  found  the  Uterus  drawn  upwards, 
and  the  Os  internum  contra&ed  clofe  \  but 
upon  taking  away  the  foul  linen,  there  was 
another  piece  found  as  big  as  two  large  Wal¬ 
nuts.  I  examined  thefe  Subftances,  and 
found  them  to  confift  of  a  Number  of  Hv- 
datides,  fome  larger,  others  fmaller,  join'd 
together  by  a  loofe  Parenchymatous  Sub- 
ftance,  fo  that  in  fome  meafure  they  repre- 
fented  large  Bunches  of  Grapes,  only  that 
fome  of  the  Bladders  were  as  large  as  Wal¬ 
nuts,  others  fmaller. 
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CASE  CLXXXVII. 

d  ^Delivery  where  one  Arm  prefented 

Jirft. 

TJiARCH  the  ill,  1730-31.  I  was  defired 
***  by  a  poor  Man  to  go  with  him  to  his 
Wife  in  Green- Street,  near  Red-Lion-Street : 
When  I  came  there,  I  was  informed  that  the 
Midwife  had  left  her  an  hour  or  two  before, 
alledging,  for  the  reafon  of  her  fo  doing,  that 
her  Throws  being  gone  off,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  to  be  done  until  they  returned  ;  but  at 
the  fame  time  fhe  told  them  that  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis  was  flipp'd  out,  and  that  it  was 
impoflible  to  preferve  the  Child.  Upon 
Touching,  I  found  indeed  one  Hand  flipp’d 
into  the  Vagina^  inclofed  in  the  Membranes 
which  were  not  broke  :  I  therefore  gave  it 
as  my  opinion  that  the  Delivery  fhould  be 
immediately  attempted,  and  the  poor  Woman 
and  others  prefent  entirely  fubmitting  the 
condudt  of  the  whole  affair  to  me,  I  imme¬ 
diately  pafs'd  up  my  whole  Hand  into  the 
Vagina ;  and  as  the  Shoulder  was  not  engaged 
in  the  Os  internum ,  I  very  readily  return'd 

the  Hand  into  the  Uterus ,  and  then  pafs’d  my 

Hand 
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Hand  within  the  fame,  where  I  firft  met  with 
the  back  part  of  the  Shoulder  and  Neck, 
and  the  Head  bent  upwards ;  I  paffed  on  my 
Hand,  and  broke  the  Membranes  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers  and  Thumb,  and  getting 
my  Hand  within  them,  I  met  with  one  Knee,, 
and  then  flipping  my  Hand  down  the  Leg, 
I  took  hold  of  the  Foot  and  brought  it  out : 
I  repaffed  my  Hand  in  fearch  of  the  other 
Foot,  which  I  foon  found,  and  brought  it 
out  ;  and  having  join'd  them  both  together, 
1  wrapp’d  a  loft  Cloth  about  them,  and 
drew  the  Legs  and  Thighs  forwards  :*  The 
Toes  of  the  Child  were  turn’d  towards  the 
Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother,  and  as  I  drew  the 
Child  forwards,  I  endeavoured  to  turn  them 
towards  the  Back  of  the  Mother,  for  had  I 
brought  the  Child  in  the  pofition  it  prefented, 
there  would  have  been  danger  of  the  Child’s 
Head  being  flopp'd  by  the  Chin’s  falling 
upon  and  over  the  Os  Pubis ;  but  by  turn¬ 
ing  it,  and  bringing  the  Face  backward's,  I 
prevented  that  inconveniency.  When  I  had 
drawn  out  the  Body  to  the  Shoulders,  I  found 
that  the  Head  and  Shoulders  ftuck  above, 
wherefore,  to  make  more  way,  I  pafs’d  up 
my  Fingers  and  brought  down  the  Arms ; 
but  as  the  Head  ftill  ftuck  above,  although 
I  had  endeavour’d,  according  to  my  ufual 
Method,  to  bring  it  out,. I  was  forced  to  pais 
up  two  Fingers  of  one  Hand  into  the  Child’s 
Mouth,  and  to  prefs  upon  the  lower  Jaw  to 
bring  the  Face  forwards  j  at  the  fame  time  I 

pulled 
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pulled  with  my  other  Hand  placed  behind 
over  the  Shoulders,  and  by  this  Method  foon 
brought  out  the  Head.  I  was  apprehenfive 
the  Child  mu  ft  have  been  ftill-born,  but  I 
was  loon  convinced  it  was  alive  by  it's  cry¬ 
ing  briskly.  The  Placenta,  upon  palling 
my  Hand,  I  found  wholly  loofened  from 
the  Uterus ,  and  partly  protruded  into  the 
Vagina,  fo  that  it  readily  came  away. 


CASE  CLXXXVIII. 

A  Placenta  flicking  very  clofe  to  the 
Uterus,  and  a  Flooding  afterwards 
from  Blood  coagulated  in  the  Vagina. 

the  nth,  1730-31.  Mr.  R— /, 
a  Gentleman  of  the  Law,  came  to  me 
about  nine  in  the  Morning  to  fetch  me  to  his 
Wife,  who  was  then  in  Labour.  The  Pla¬ 
centa  after  her  Delivery  ufually  ftuck,  and 
could  not  be  brought  away  without  great 
difficulty  in  her  former  Labours,  and  in  her 
laft  Delivery  Hie  had  almoft  flooded  to  death 
before  I  was  fent  for;  fo  that  at  this  time  it 
was  agreed  upon,  that  I  fhould  be  ready  to 
attend  her,  to  fetch  the  Placenta  as  foon  as 
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the  Child  fliould  be  born  ;  and  as  I  came  in 
as  foon  as  it  was  born,  whilft  the  Midwife 
was  making  a  Ligature,  I  took  hold  of  the 
String  above  with  one  Hand,  and  pafled  up 
the  other  through  the  Vagina  into  the  Uterus , 
where  I  found  the  Placenta  flicking  very 
clofe  to  it's  Fundus ,  lb  that  I  had  no  fmall 
difficulty  in  feparating  it,  which  I  did  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers  pafs’d  between  the 
Placenta  and  the  Uterus ,  beginning  at  that 
place  where  it  adhered  moft  loofely ;  and  I 
took  great  pains  to  feparate  it  very  carefully 
for  fear  of  hurting  the  Uterus  ;  when  it  was 
leparated  I  readily  brought  it  out,  and  after¬ 
wards  pafs’d  my  Hand  again  to  examine 
whether  any  thing  remaind  behind,  and  to 
remove  any  coagulated  blood.  I  then  left 
her,  with  a  promife  to  return  foon,  and 
when  I  came  again  the  Midwife  told  me, 
that  a  reddilh  Water  came  away  in  a  great 
quantity,  and  that  Ihe  complained  both  of 
Fain  and  Weight,  and  a  bearing  down,  from 
hence  I  concluded  that  the  thick  part  of  the 
Blood,  which  Ihould  have  followed  the 
bringing  away  of  the  Placenta ,  had  coagula¬ 
ted  and  choak’d  up  the  Paflage:  whereupon 
I  paffed  up  two  Fingers  into  the  Vagina , 
which  I  found  quite  choak'd  up  with  coagu¬ 
lated  blood,  this  I  immediately  endeavoured 
to  remove,  but  as  I  could  not  do  it  with  my 
Fingers  alone  pafs’d  up,  I  therefore  repafs'd 
my  whole  Hand,  and  removed  all  that  clot¬ 
ted  blood,  which  done,  the  Flooding  flopp'd, 

and 
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and  fhe  again  began  to  recover  her  Spirits, 
her  ficknefs  went  off,  her  Pulfe  grew  ftronger, 
and  (he  foon  recovered. 


1  v-*  sjy 


CASE  CLXXXIX. 

^  ^Delivery  where  the  Mouth  and 
Chin  prefented  firjl. 


nj^RCH  the  13th,  i73°-3i-  I  was 

called  up  about  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  to  a  Woman  in  Hollh-Street ,  whom 
I  had  affifted  in  a  Labour  about  four  Years 
before:  at  this  time  the  Face  prefented  firft, 
with  theChin  towards  the  right  Os  Ileumy  which 
was  funk  low,  but  here  the  Head  had  ftuck 
for  fome  time,  notwithftanding  the  endea¬ 
vours  both  of  the  Midwife  and  the  Mother; 
upon  Touching,  I  found  the  parts  of  the  Face 
fo  very  much  preifed  together,  that  I  could 
not  readily  diftinguifh  one  part  from  the 
other;  but  at  length  the  Mouth  and  Chin 
funk  loweft  down,  and  appeared  at  the  La¬ 
bia:  I  touched  her  very  cautioufly  and  ten¬ 
derly  for  fear  of  hurting  any  part  of  the 
Face,  and  endeavoured  to  extend  the  Va¬ 
gina  with  my  Hand,  as  often  as  her  Throws 
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came  on,  in  hopes  that  thereby  the  Vagina 
might  be  fo  far  dilated  as  to  afford  a  paffage 
for  the  Face  and  Head;  but  after  leveral 
eflays,  not  finding  it  in  the  leaft  to  come 
forwards,  I  palfed  up  one  fide  of  my  Ex - 
tradlor^  between  the  left  Os  Ileum  of  the 
Mother  and  the  Forehead  of  the  Child,, 
taking  care  not  to  hurt  the  Face  of  the 
Child  ;  and  when  I  had  got  my  Extractor  fo 
far  towards  the  back  of  the  Head,  as  to  be 
able  to  make  fome  preffure  upon  the  Head, 
without  fear  of  the  Inftruments  flipping,  I 
drew  forwards  as  often  as  her  Throws  came 
on,  whereby  I  found  the  Face  to  advance, 
and  the  Chin  to  come  out  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi,  and  in  a  fliort  time  after  the  whole 
Head  and  Shoulders  readily  followed,  as  al¬ 
io  the  Placenta ,  and  the  Child  entertained  us 
with  crying  out  very  briskly. 


CASE 
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CASE  CXC. 

A  Delivery  where  one  Arm  <was  funk 
into  the  Vagina,  and  the  Shoulder 
flopping  up ,  and  cl  of  eh  rivetted  in 

the  Os  internum. 

Jk  BOUT  nine  o’clock  of  the  fame- 
morning  I  was  lent  for  to  a  place  near 
Chrifl-Church  in  Surrey ,  to  a  poor  Woman 
who  had  been  in  Labour  two  or  three  days, 
and  whofe  Membranes  were  broke  and  the 
Yv’aters  had  pafled  off  many  hours  before  I 
came  :  The  Midwife  told  me  fhe  judg'd  that 
the  Child  prefented  wrong  the  Evening  be¬ 
fore  ;  but  as  it  lay  high  up  in  the  Womb 
file  could  not  tell  what  part  prefented  firft. 
When  I  examined  her,  I  found  one  Arm 
flipp’d  out  beyond  the  Os  internum  into  the 
Vagina,  and  the  whole  Shoulder- prefsM  into 
the  Os  internum,  and  wholly  flopping  it  up, 
fo  that  I  could  not,  notwithstanding  all  my 
endeavours,  either  return  the  Arm,  or  re¬ 
move  the  Shoulder,  fo  as  to  pafs  my  Hand 
by  it  to  reach  the  Feet :  upon  moving  the 
Arm  I  found  it  was  very  loofe  at  the  Shoul¬ 
der, 
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der,  whereby  I  judg'd  that  the  Midwife  had 
been  pulling  at  the  Arm,  for  it  readily  came 
off  at  the  Shoulder;  I  then  endeavoured 
again  to  remove  the  Shoulder,  but  both  that 
and  the  Head,  which  was  bent  fomewhat 
upwards,  had  fo  flopp'd  up  the  way,  that 
I  could  neither  remove  the  one  or  ocher, 
neither  could  I,  by  any  Method,  pafs  my 
Hand  far  enough  to  reach  the  Feet :  I  there¬ 
fore  try'd  to  get  a  Finger  over  the  Neck  to 
draw  down  the  Head,  but  the  N£ck  being 
very  tender,  the  Vertebrae  gave  way,  and 
the  Head  feparated  from  the  Body  :  As  the 
Shoulder  prefented  firft,  I  fix'd  a  Hook  near 
the  Scapula ,  in  order  to  draw  it  out,  but 
the  parts  tore  away,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to 
remove  the  Hook  two  or  three  times ;  how¬ 
ever  I  was  at  lafl  able  to  take  hold  of  the 
Shoulder  with  my  Fingers,  and  drew  it  out, 
the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  I 
had  ftill  a  great  difficulty  to  furmount,  which 
was  to  bring  away  the  Head  remaining  in 
the  Uterus:  I  firft  endeavoured  to  bring  it 
away  by  taking  hold  of  it  with  my  Fingers, 
but  that  not  fucceeding,  I  pafs'd  up  a  Hook, 
and  fixing  it  between  the  Sutures,  I  drew 
the  Head  forwards,  taking  care  that  the 
point  of  the  Hook  fhould  not  hurt  either  the 
Os  Internum ,  or  the  inner  parts  of  the  Va¬ 
gina  ;  by  this  Method  I  brought  out  the 
Head ;  and  as  the  Placenta  remained  in  the 
Uterus ,  I  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  into  it,  and 
feparated  the  Placenta ,  and  then  brought  it 

out 


CASES  in  Midwifry.  447 

out,  together  with  the  Membranes.  My  fa¬ 
tigue  was  fo  great  at  this  Labour,  that  my 
Shirt  was  as  wet,  as  if  clipp’d  in  the  River, 
and  I  was  fo  tired,  that  I  could  fcarceliftmy 
Hands  to  my  Head  :  all  this  was  owing  to 
the  ignorance  or  felf-fufficiency  of  the  Mid¬ 
wife,  for  fhe  did  not  fend  in  time  when  Ihe 
firft  obferved  the  Child  to  prefent  wrong, 
and  thereby  had  fuffered  the  Waters  to  pals 
off,  the  Uterus  to  be  clofely  contra&ed  about 
the  Child,  and  the  whole  Shoulder  to  be 
firmly  rivetted  in  the  Os  internum . 


CASE  CXCL 

A  Delivery  where  the  Head  prefented 

firft' 

the  18th,  1730-31.  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  poor  Woman,  the  Wife  of  a 
Waterman  in  Hungerford- Market ,  whom  I 
had  affifted  in  a  former  Labour,  when  the 
Child's  Buttocks  prefented  firft  :  at  this  time 
the  Head  prefented,  but  lay  high  up  in  the 
Womb,  and  the  Membranes  were  broke 
feveral  hours  before,  from  which  time  Ihe 
had  little  or  no  pain,  and  the  Head  had  not 

made 
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made  the  leaft  advance  :  Wherefore  I  recom¬ 
mended  patience,  as  judging  that  Nature 
would  be  able  to  perform  the  work  •  but  the 
Woman  was  very  impatient,  and  urged  me 
very  ftrenuoufly  to  deliver  her ;  by  her  en¬ 
treaties  I  was  induced  to  attempt  the  Deli¬ 
very,  though  it  was  contrary  to  my  own 
judgment.  I  thereupon  palled  up  one  p  .rt 
of  my  Extractor  on  one  fide  of  the  Head, 
and  then  endeavoured  to  pafs  the  other  on 
the  contrary  fide,  in  hopes  to  have  fix'd 
them  fo,  that  I  might  have  been  able  to 
draw  out  the  Head,  but  the  Head  not  being 
fixed  between  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis ,  gave 
way  upon  my  preffing  upon  the  Inftrument, 
and  return'd  backwards  into  the  Uterus ; 
wherefore  I  immediately  pafs’d  up  my  Hand 
into  the  Uterus ,  and  as  the  Head  did  not 
flop  up  the  Paffage,  I  readily  pafs'd  my 
Hand  by  it*s  fide,  and  foon  met  with  one 
Leg,  which  I  drew  forwards,  but  as  the 
Foot  was  fomewhat  entangled^  I  firfl:  difen- 
gaged,  and  then  brought  it  into  the  Vagina  ; 
I  now  pafs’d  my  Hand  forwards  by  the  other 
Thigh  a  \d  Leg,  and  got  hold  of  that  Foot, 
and  joining  them  both  together,  I  took  hold 
with  a  fo'ft  Cloth,  and  drew  out  the  Knees 
and  Hips ;  I  took  frcih  hold  above  the  Hips, 
and  drew  out  the  Body  to  the  Shoulders, 
then,  having  fetch’d  down  the  Arms,  I 
clapp’d  one  Hand  flat  to  the  Breaft  to  1  up- 
port  the  Child,  whilft,  at  the  fame  time,  I 
took  hold  behind  above  the  Shoulders  with 

the 


449 


CASES  in  Midwifrt. 

the  other,  and  by  gently  pulling  in  a  ftrait 
line  the  Head  advanced  in  the  PafTage,  and 
was  foon  brought  out :  The  Funis  Umbiiicalis 
I  found  was  t  willed  about  the  Neck,  which 
I  immediately  difengaged  ;  this  done,  I  pafs’d 
my  Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta ,  which 
was  wholly  loofened  from  the  Uterus ,  and 
partly  protruded  beyond  the  Os  internum  \ 
t’s  being  feparated  and  fallen  down  fo  far 
nto  the  Vagina ,  proceeded  from  the  contrac¬ 
tion  of  the  Funis  Umbiiicalis ,  part  of  it  being 
twilled  about  the  Child's  Neck,  fo  that  as 
the  Head  advanced,  it  drew  the  Placenta  after 
it,  and  confequently  loofen'd  it  from  the 
Uterus .  The  Child  proved  a  lufty  and  lively 
Girl. 

\ 

f 

I  do  not  give  this  Cafe  as  a  Rule  or  Me¬ 
thod  whereby  one  ought  always  to  proceed, 
for  certainly  if  the  Delivery  can  be  effe&ed 
by  the  force  of  Nature,  when  the  Head  pre- 
fents  firft,  it  is  more  fafe  ;  but  feme  Women 
are  fo  timorous  and  difpirited  that  they  will 
not  affift  their  Throws  by  bearing  down, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  endeavour  tp  ftifle 
them  :  fo  that  when  this  is  the  Cafe,  if  the 
PafTage  is  large,  the  Child  fmall,  the  Headi 
not  engaged  in  the  Pelvis ,  and  the  Woman 
has  been  delivered  before,  you  may  fafely 
as  I  did,  attempt  the  Delivery. 


V  • . 
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case  cxcii. 


A  l. Delivery  where  the  Back  prefented, 
with  one  Arm  bent  backwards  and 


funk  into  the  Vagina. 


PR.IL  the  2ad,  1731.  I  was,  about- 


feven  in  the  Morning,  defired  by  a  Shoe¬ 
maker  in  Bell-Tar d  to  go  to  his  Wife,  who 
had*  been  about  thirty  Hours  in  Labour :  The 
Midwife  upon  examination  told  me,  that  one  - 
Hand  and  Arm  prefen  ted,  and  was  funk  low 
into  the  Vagina,  and  that  fhe  had  fent  for 
me  as  foon  as  (he  found  the  Hand  was  flipp'd; 
out,  which  appeared  upon  the  breaking  of 
the  Membranes,  and  the  pafling  off  of  the 
Waters:  But  upon  touching,  I  judg’d  Ihehad 
been  pulling  at  the  Arm,  in  expectation  of^ 
bringing  the  Child  by  it,  for  I  found  it  very 
loofe  at  the  Shoulder,  the  back  part  of  which 
was  lo  prefs'd  down  and  ri vetted  between 
the  Bones,  that  I  could  neither  move  it  up¬ 
wards,  nor  pafs  in  my  Hand  to  reach  the 
Feet,  the  inner  Orifice  being  flopp’d  up  fo 
do£e  by  it„.  The  Child  I  believe  at  firft  pre-* 
fented  with  the  Back  and  the  right  Arm  bent 


back¬ 
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backwards,  which,  upon  the  coming  away  of 
the  Waters,  flipp’d  down.  I  tried  all  Me¬ 
thods  either  to  return  the  Arm,  or  to  make 
way  to  pafs  my  Hand  and  reach  the  Feet, 
but  could  not  at  this  time  fucceed,  fo  I 
thought  I  muft  have  pull’d  off  the  Arm  to 
make  more  room.  I  fent  the  Husband  to 
my  Houfe  to  fetch  my  Inftruments,  as  be¬ 
lieving  I  fhould  have  occafion  to  make  ufe 
of  one  or  the  other  in  the  Profecution  of  my 
Work  ;  but  whilft  he  was  gone,  I  tried  again 
to  pafs  my  Hand,  and  at  laft  I  got  it  by  the 
Shoulder,  and  flipping  it  down  by  the  fide 
of  the  Child,  I  laid  hold  of  the  Buttocks, 
which  I  drew  towards  me,  and  foon  brought 
them  out,  the  reft  of  the  Body  and  the  Head 
readily  followed.  The  Placenta  adhering 
very  clofely  to  the  Uterus ,  I  was  obliged  to  le- 
parate  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  before 
I  could  bring  it  away :  the  Child  was  bom 
dead.  Had  I  been  fent  for  before  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke,  the  Waters  pafs'd  off,  the 
Arm  flipp’d  down,  and  the  back  part  of  the 
Shoulder  fo  rivetted  ;  I  might  not  only  have 
prefer v’d  the  Child,  but  prevented  the  Mo¬ 
ther’s  fuffering  fo  much  pain,  and  have  like- 
wife  laved  myfelf  much  fatigue  and  trouble. 

It  is  ftoo  true,  that  many  Midwives  are 
ignorant  of  the  Method  of  Touching,  and 
therefore  are  incapable  of  judging  in  what 
manner  the  Child  prefents,  until  an  Arm,  or 
fome  other  part  is  protruded  into  the  Fagwa, 

M  m  m  2  which 


451 


.cases  in  Midwifrt. 

k  •  |  i  *  A 

which  is  often  lo' lock'd  between  the  Bones, 
of  the  Pelvis ,  that  it  is  fcarce  poffible  to 
femove  it :  and  too  often  they  depend  fb 
much  upon  their  own  fufficiency,  and  delay 
fending  for  affiftance  in  time*,  that  both  the 
Mother  and  Child,  but  more  frequently  the 
latter,  die  Martyrs  to  their  preemption. 


c  a  s  E  CXCIII. 

A  Delivery,,  thejj.de  of  the  Head  pre- 
fenting  fir  ft,  the  Face  being  turn’d 
towards  the  Hip,  and  flicking  in 
the  Pajfage .. 

APRIL  the  24th,  i73r:  I  was  fetch'd 
by  two  Women  from  a  Lady  that  I  was 
then  attending*  to  a  poor  Woman  near 
Soho- Square ,  where  the  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  the  Waters  pals’d  off  feveral  hours 
before,  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  was  funk 
into  the  Vagina  \  but  notwithftanding  her 
Throws  were  ftrong  and  forcing,  it  had  not 
made  the  lead  advance  in  five  or  fix  hours. 
Upon  Touching,  I  found  a  large  Lump  upon 
the  upper  part  of  the.  Head,  which  I  judged^ 

3  pro- 
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proceeded  from  the  rude  handling  of  the 
Midwife;  and  the  Face  of  the  Child  was 
turned  towards  the  Mother's  right  Os  Ileum . 
At  firft  I  was  in  hopes  that  I  fhould  have 
been  able  to  have  brought  the  Head  for¬ 
wards  with  my  Hands,  but  as  I  found  myfelf 
foiled  in  all  my  attempts,  I  was  forced,  be¬ 
ing  deftitute  of  my  Inftruments,  to  fend  for 
them ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  brought 
me,  I  pafs'd  up  one  fide  of  my  Extractor  on 
one  fide  of  the  Head,  and  the  other 
fide  of  my  Ext  rati  or  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Head,  and  fixing  them  behind 
the  Ears,  I  took  hold  of  the  handles  of 
my  Extractor  and  drew  the  whole  Head 
out  beyond  the  Labia  in  a  minute's  time,  to 
the  great  furprize  of  all  that  were  prefent, 
the  reft  of  the  Body  readily  followed.  The 
Child  agreeably  furprized  the  Mother  and 
others  that  were  prefent  by  crying  briskly, 
for  they  all  judged  it  to  have  been  dead  fome 
time:  I  fetch'd  th z  Placenta  according  to  my 
ufual  Method* 
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CASE  CXCIV. 


A  Placenta  left  in  the  Uterus,  and  the 
Navel-firing  broke  off  clofe  to  the 

Placenta. 

ft 


cpRIL  the  30th,  1731.  1  was  fent  For 


about  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  to  a 
Woman  in  Wild-Street,  where  the  Midwife 
after  Ihe  had  brought  the  Child,  attempting 
to  pull  away  the  Placenta ,  had  broke  off  the 
String  near  to  it.  Immediately  I  pafs’d  up 
my  Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  where  I  found 
one  part  of  the  Placenta  protruded  beyond 
the  Qs  internum ,  (the  whole  was  entirely 
feparated  from  the  Uterus)  but  the  other 
part  of  it  was  retained  by  the  contra&ion  of 
the  Os  internum  and  the  Uterus.  The  Wo¬ 
man  had  loft  a  large  quantity  of  blood  by 
the  Burden’s  being  feparated  from  the  Womb, 
I  therefore  took  hold  of  the  Burden  between 
my  four  Fingers  and  Thumb,  and  imme¬ 
diately  drew  it  out,  together  with  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  upon  which  the  Flooding  foon 
flopp'd. 
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CASE  CXCV  and  CXCVI. 

j Two  ‘Deliveries  where  the  Children 
prefented  with  the  Headjirjl ,  which 
Jluck  in  the  ‘Pajfage . 

1UIAT the  1 8th,  1731.  I  was  fent  for  to  a 
irl  Woman  near  St.  Ann's  Church  about 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  who  had 
been  in  Labour  about  forty-eight  hours,  and 
the  Membranes  were  broke  eight  or  ten 
hours  before  I  came,  but  the  Waters  con¬ 
tinued  dribbling,  and  came  away  in  fmall 
guflies  whenever  her  Throws  feiz'd  her ; 
her  Throws  were  weak  and  long  Intervals 
between  them.  Upon  Touching,  I  found  \ 
the  upper  part  of  the  Child's  Head  prefent- 
ing  firft,  lying  high,  and  no  ways  en¬ 
gaged  between  the  Bones  ;  the  Os  internum 
was  fomewhat  thick,  and  opened  to  almoft 
the  breadth  of  the  Palm  of  my  Hand,  it  was 
tight  about  the  Child's  Head,  and  would  not 
readily  give  way,  when  the  Head  prefled  •'* 
againft  it  :  I  therefore  advifed  patience,  and  < 
as  Ihe  had  taken  two  Clyfter3  before,  I  or¬ 
dered  her  an  opiate  Draught  to  be  taken 

im-- 
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immediately,  and  to  be  repeated  in  fix  hours 
after,  in  cafe  the  firft  did  not  anfwer,  with 
a  cordial  Julep  to  fupport  and  keep  up  her 
Spirits.  I  took  my  leave  for  that  time,  and 
left  orders  that  they  fhould  let  me  knowr  at 
eight  or  nine  o’clock  in  the  Evening  how 
matters  went  on.  *  ‘ 

r  ^  "  v  *  r*  »  •  r  .•  -• 

About  feven  that  Evening  I  was  lent 
for  to  a  poor  Woman  in  Red- Lion-Court, 
Drury -Lane ,  where  I  alio  found,  upon 
Touching,  that  the  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  the  Waters  pafs’d  off,  and  the  Head 
prefenting  firft,  was  funk  much  lower  into 
the  Vagina  than  the  Head  of  the  former 
Child,  and  was  clofely  engaged  between  the 
Bones  of  the  Pelvis :  This  was  the  firft  time 
that  either  of  thefe  Women  were  gone  their 
full  time,  and  neither  of  them  were  young, 
which  made  the  Labour  more  difficult :  the 
Child  of  this  Woman  was  funk,  as  I  faid 
before,  lower  into  the  Paffage,  than  the 
Child  of  theforementioned  Woman,  and  the 
Head  engaged  between  the  Bones,  and  there 
it  had  lain  for  fome  time  :  Her  Throws  be¬ 
ing  weak,  I  judged  it  could  not  be  protruded 
by  the  foie  force  of  her  Pains,  and  therefore 
thought  it  advifable  to  lend  my  aflifting 
hand,  and  fo  I  paffed  up  one  fide  of  my  Ex¬ 
tractor  between  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother 
and  the  back  part  of  the  Child's  Head :  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  lift  it  from  off  the  faid  Bone,  and 
bring  it  more  backwards  into  the  Vagina ,  and 


CASES  in  Midwifrt. 

at  the  fame  time  that  I  drew  my  Extractor 
outwards,  I  advifed  the  Woman  to  bear 
ftrongly  down  :  I  found  that  the  Head  ad¬ 
vanced,  and  in  a  lhort  time  I  brought  the 
upper  and  back  part  of  it  as  far  as  the  Labia 
Pudendiy  and  the  upper  and  fore  part  preffing 
againft  the  ReBiim,  very  much  extended  the 
Vagina ,  and  prefs’d  it  backwards ;  I  now  en¬ 
deavoured  to  force  and  drive  the  Head  for¬ 
wards,  by  preffing  with  the  flat  of  my  Hand 
near  and  above  the  Anus ,  whilft  with  my 
other  I  dilated  the  Labia  Pudendiy  and  by 
this  method  I  foon  brought  out  the  whole 
Head.  The  Funis  Umbilicalis  was  twilled 
twice  about  the  Child's  Neck,  and  fo  tight, 
that  I  was  afraid  the  Child  would  have  beep 
choak'd,  I  therefore  immediately  untwilled 
it,  and  then  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a 
Ligature,  and  at  the  fame  time  that  I  took 
hold  of  it  above  with  one  Hand,  I  palled 
up  my  other  through  the  Vagina  into  the 
Uterus y  where  I  found  the  Placenta  in  part 
adhering;  I  gently  feparated  and  foon  brought 
it  away. 

When  I  came  home  I  was  told  that  the 
Husband  of  the  Woman  that  I  had  been 
with  in  the  morning  had  been  there,  and 
defired  that  I  would  immediately  go  to  her; 
when  I  came,  I  could  not  upon  Touching 
find  that  the  Head  of  the  Child  had  made 
any  great  advance,  and  the  Waters  continued 
dribbling,  but  the  Os  internum  was  more 

N  n  n  loofe, 
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loofe,  her  Throws  were  weak,  and  Inter¬ 
vals  long,  her  Pulfe  languid,  and  her  Spirits 
much  funk,  fo  that  I  was  then  of  opinion 
that  the  Delivery  ought  to  be  immediately 
attempted  in  refpeft  both  of  the  Mother  and 
Child,  who  otherwife  would  have  been  in 
great  danger.  I  therefore  firft  endeavoured 
to  pafs  up  both  fides  of  my  Extractor ,  one 
on  each  fide  of  the  Child*s  Head ;  this  I 
could  not  readily  do,  fo  I  paffed  up  one  fide 
forward  between  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother 
and  the  back  part  of  the  Child’s  Head  $  but 
as  the  Os  internum  was  not  fully  dilated  lb 
as  readily  to  admit  the  Paffage  of  the  Head 
through  it,  I  ftrove  to  ftretch  and  widen  it, 
by  putting  the  ends  of  two  Fingers  between 
it  and  the  Child’s  Head,  and  by  this  method 
I  made  way  for  the  more  eafily  palling  of 
the  Inftrument  without  bruifing  or  tearing 
the  Parts:  when  I  had  brought  the  end  of 
my  Inftrument  as  far  as  the  lower  part  of  the 
Skull,  near  the  Nape  of  the  Child’s  Neck,  I 
endeavoured  to  lift  the  Head  from  off  the 
Os  Pubis ,  and  bring  it  more  backwards  into 
the  Vagina ,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the 
Woman  to  afiift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down  : 
I  now  found  the  Head  of  the  Child  advancing 
gradually  and  filling  up  the  lower  and  back 
part  of  the  Vagina ,  and  the  hinder  part  of 
the  Crown  appeared  between  the  Labia  Pu - 
dendi ;  when  I  had  brought  part  of  it  out 
beyond  the  fame,  I  with  one  Hand  extended 
the  Labia ,  and  placing  the  fiat  of  my  other 

hand 
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hand  outwardly  near  the  Anus ,  I  prels'd 
down  the  upper  and  fore  part  of  the  Head, 
and  fo  accompliflied  the  Delivery.  The 
Placenta  gave  me  no  trouble.  The  Children 
of  both  thefe  Women  proved  to  be  lufty 
and  lively  Boys ;  one  Gheek  of  the  Child 
laft  born,  was  a  little  bruifed. 


CASE  CXCVII. 

>  • 

A  Delivery  where  one  of  the  Hips  pre- 

fented  Jirjl . 

1 

.  ,  '  *  •  t  *  * 

lifiAT  the  aid,  1731.  I  was  fent  for  to 
the  Wife  of  a  Cheefe-Monger  in  Hoi * 
for#,  near  Southampt on-Street ,  where  I  found, 
upon  examination,  one  Hip  far  advanced,  and 
funk  low  into  the  Vagina ,  fo  far  indeed  that 
I  could  not  return  it  to  reach  the  Feet ;  I 
endeavoured,  by  palling  the  ends  of  two 
Fingers  bent  into  the  Groin  to  draw  the 
Hips  outwards,  by  this  Method  I  found  that 
the  Hips  advanced,  and  fill'd  up  and  prefs'd 
againft  the  back  part  of  the  Vagina  :  I  there¬ 
fore,  whilft  I  drew  forward  with  the  fingers 
of  one  Hand  palfed  up,  applied  my  other 

N  n  n  2  Hand 
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Hand  flat  againft  the  lower  part  of  the  Back 
near  the  Anusy  and  preffing  there,  and  at 
the  fame  time  drawing  with  my  Hand, 
which  was  in  the  Paffage,  downwards,  I 
forced  the  Hips  to  advance  forwards,  and  fo 
brought  them  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ; 
which  done,  I  foon  extricated  the  Legs,  and 
then  taking  hold  above  the  Hips,  I  drew  the 
Child  out  to  the  Shoulders ;  and  finding  it 
ftuck  there,  to  make  more  room,  I  brought 
down  one  Arm,  and  clapping  one  Hand,  as 
ufual,  flat  to  the  Breaft,  partly  to  fupport 
the  Child,  and  partly  to  aflift  in  drawing  it 
forwards,  with  my  other  Hand  placed  be¬ 
hind  at  the  top  of  the  Shoulders,  I  pulled 
boldly  towards  me  in  a  ftrait  line,  and  loon 
brought  out  the  Child.  It  proved  a  lully 
&nd  lively  Girl.  As  the  Placenta  adhered  to 
the  Uterus ,  I  leparated  it  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers^  and  brought  it  away. 
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CASES  CXCVIII,  CXCIX,  CC, 

and  CCI. 

Four  deliveries  where  the  Head  (tuck. 

<yUNE  the  4th,  I  was  fent  for  near  Saint 
J  Dun  flan's  in  Fleet-Street,  to  a  Woman  who 
was  in  .Labour  :  The  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  the  Waters  run  off  twenty-four  hours 
before,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  Child's 
Head  was  funk  low  into  the  Vagina ,  and 
had  there  ftuck,  and  not  made  the  leaft  ad¬ 
vance  for  fixteen  hours,  notwithftanding  her 
Throws  were  ftrong.  I  Touched  her,  and 
found  that  the  Head  ftuck  at  the  Temples, 
between  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis ;  and  as  the 
Hand  could  be  but  of  little  ufe  in  promoting 
the  Delivery,  I  therefore  pafled  up  one  Side 
of  my  Extractor  between  the  Os  Pubis  of  the 
Mother  and  the  Head  of  the  Child,  which 
prefled  upon  the  laid  Bone,  and  endeavour'd  * 
to  bring  it  from  off  the  bone  more  back¬ 
wards  into  the  Vagina ,  and  then  to  draw  it 
outwards  \  but  this  Method  proving  ineffec¬ 
tual,  I  therefore  pafs'd  up  both  Tides  of  my 

Extractor.,  one  on  each  fide  of  the  Head, 

and 
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and  endeavoured  to  fix  them  near  the  Ears 
of  the  Child,  which  done,  I  took  hold  of 
the  ends  of  the  Extrattor^  and  drew  out¬ 
wards,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the  Woman 
to  bear  ftrongly  down:  I  foon  found  the 
Head  to  advance,  and  the  upper  part  ap¬ 
peared  without  the  Labia  Pudendi  \  the  whole 
Head,  with  the  reft  of  the  Body  foon  fol¬ 
lowed.  The  next  morning  1  met  with  a 
Parallel  cafe,  as  I  did  on  the  8th  day  of  this 
Month  and  on  the  i  xth. 

In  the  Cafe  I  met  with  the  next  morning, 

I  brought  the  Child  by  only  palling  one  Side 
of  m  y  Extractor  between  the  Os  Pubis  of 
the  Mother,  and  the  Head  of  the  Child,  and 
then  by  lifting  it  from  off  thefaid  Bone,  and 
bringing  it  more  backwards,  1  foon  brought 
it  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi .  In  the 
Tabour  I  was  called  to  on  the  eighth  of  this 
Month,  the  Head  was  clofely  wedged  be¬ 
tween  the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis ,  I  was  then 
forced  to  pafs  up  both  Sides  of  my  Extrabl or , 
one  on  each  fide  of  the  Head,  and  was 
obliged  to  make  life  of  all  my  Strength  to 
draw  it  out,  whereby  the  Child,  tho'  bom 
alive,  foon  expired.  Where  I  was  fent  for 
on  the  Eleventh  day  of  the  Month,  the 
Membranes  were  broke  on  the  Seventh,  the 
Waters  continued  dribbling,  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  Head  was  funk  down  within  an 
Inch  of  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and  clolely  lock'd 
at  the  Temples,  with  the  Face  towards  the 

Mo- 
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Mother's  Belly ;  I  therefore  pafs'd  up  both 
Sides  of  my  Extractor,  one  on  each  Side,  and 
fixing  them  behind  the  Ears,  I  foon  brought 
out  the  Child,  which  proved  a  lufty,  lively 
Girl. 


CASE  CCII. 


A  Delivery  where  one  Hand  and  the 
lower  part  of  the  Arm  flipp’d  out 
before  the  Head ,  and  the  Hand  was 
flopp’d  by  the  great  bending  inwards 
of  the  Os  Sacrum. 


7UNE  the  nth,  1731.  I  was  fetch'd 
about  ten  at  night  to  a  poor  Woman 
fnear  St;  Martins  Lane  \  the  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  the  Waters  run  of  leveral  hours 
before  I  came,  and  upon  Touching  I  found 
one  Hand,  and  part  of  the  Arm  prelenting 
firft  in  the  Paflage,  and  the  Head  lay  with; 
the  Face  fideways  towards  the  Ileum .  I  firft 
endeavoured  to  return  the  Arm  and  Hand 
back  beyond  the  Head,  which  with  fome 
difficulty  I  effected,  and  then  I  found  the 
Head  prefled  fo  clofely  between  the  Oj  Sa¬ 
crum  (which  was  very  much  bent  inwards) 

and 
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and  the  Os  Pubis ,  that  the  upper  part  of  it 
was  like  the  fmall  end  of  a  Sugar-Loaf,  fo 
that  I  judged,  fince  the  Paffage  was  fo  ftrait, 
that  I  fhould  meet  with  great  difficulty  in 
bringing  the  Head  through,  in  the  manner 
it  prefented  ;  and  I  ffiould  have  met  with 
ftill  more  trouble  had  I  brought  the  Child 
by  the  Feet;  becaufe  then,  although  I 
lhould  have  been  able  to  have  brought  the 
Hips  and  Body  through,  the  Head  would 
certainly  have  Buck  between  the  Bones,  and 
by  pulling  it,  might  have  been  feparated  and 
left  in  the  Uterus  ;  for  as  the  Bones,  which 
form  the  lower  part  of  the  Cranium ,  are  more 
compad,  and  not  fo  loofely  joined  as  the 
Bones  which  form  the  upper  part,  fo  confe- 
quently  they  cannot  fo  readily  mould  and 
give  way ;  whereas,  if  the  upper  part  of 
the  Head  prefents  firft,  it  will  by  preffure 
mould  into  any  form  ;  wherefore  upon  thefe 
confiderations  I  concluded,  after  the  return¬ 
ing  of  the  Arm,  to  attempt  the  bringing  the 
Head  forward  in  the  manner  it  prefented  in; 
and  fince  I  was  fatisfied,  (the  Paffage  being 
too  ftrait,  from  the  irregular  conforma¬ 
tion  of  the  Bones)  that  the  Head  could  not 
be  protruded  by  the  foie  force  of  Throws,  or 
any  endeavours  of  the  Woman,  and  that  the 
Hand  would  be  of  little  ufe  in  promoting 
this  Delivery,  I  therefore  determined  to  make 
ufe  of  my  Extractor,  and  immediately  pafs'd 
up  one  Side  of  it  between  the  Os  Pubis  of 
the  Mother  and  the  fide  of  the  Child's  Head, 

and 
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and  the  other  between  the  Os  Sacrum  of  the 
Mother  and  the  other  fide  of  the  Child's 
Head,  for,  as  I  before  obferved,  the  Child's 
Face  came  fideways  towards  the  Ileum :  when 
I  had  fix'd  my  Inftrument  near  the  Ears,  I 
took  hold  of  the  ends  of  it,  and  by  drawing 
down  the  Head  (which  was  comprefled  be¬ 
tween  both  Cheeks  of  the  Extra&or)  in  a 
Ihort  time  I  brought  it  out  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi .  This  Child,  contrary  to  my  ex- 
pe&ation,  as  well  as  of  all  that  were  prefcnt, 
was  born  alive,  there  remaining  only  fome 
marks  of  the  Inftrument  made  by  the  great 
comprellion,  for  'twas  impoffible  for  the 
Head  to  be  brought  whole  without  it. 


CASE  CCIII. 

A  delivery  where  the  Head prefented , 
with  the  Face  turn’d  fideways  to¬ 
ward  the  Ifchium. 

c* fUNE  the  15th,  1731.  I  was  fent  for 
J  about  two  in  the  morning  to  a  Woman 
in  Crofs-Lane  near  Long-. Acre ;  the  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke  forty-eight  hours  before 
I  came,  but  as  the  opening  in  the  Membranes 

O  o  o  was 
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was  fmall,  the  Waters  came  away  only  drib¬ 
bling  and  inGulhes,  her  Throws  were  weak, 
and  the  Intervals  long,  her  Pulle  low  and 
weak,  and  the  Woman  was  much  difipirited. 
The  Child  I  found  upon  Touching,  lay  high 
up  in  the  Uterus ,  the  upper  part  of  the  Head 
prefenting  firft,  with  the  Face  turned  fide- 
ways  towards  the  right  Ifchitim  ;  the  Os  Sa¬ 
crum  was  very  much  bent  inwards,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  Womb  dilated  wide  enough  to 
admit  the  Head  to  pafs  through,  had  it  been 
forced  forwards.  Upon  thefe  appearances,  I 
judged  that  the  Delivery  ought  to  be  haften'd, 
fearing,  left  the  Woman,  if  it  was  longer 
delayed,  would  foon  become  fo  weak,  that 
both  fhe  and  her  Child  might  be  loft.  I 
therefore  thought  it  expedient  to  make  ufe 
of  both  fides  of  my  Extractor  y  one  of  which 
1  palled  up  forwards  between  the  Os  Pubis 
of  the  Mother  and  that  fide  of  the  Head 
which  lay  upon  it,  and  the  other  backwards 
between  the  Os  Sacrum  of  the  Mother  and 
the  fide  of  the  Child's  Head,  which  preffed 
againft  the  Os  Sacrum:  I  pafled  my  Inftru- 
ment  in  this  manner,  becaufe  as  the  Face  of 
the  Child  was  turned  towards  the  IJchiumy 
had  I  palled  it  towards  them,  that  is,  one 
cheek  towards  each  fide  of  the  Pelvis ,  I  mull 
have  hurt  and  bruifed  the  Face,  by  the  pref. 
fure  made  in  endeavouring  to  bring  the 
Head  forwards  :  As  the  Head  was  not  funk 
down,  but  lay  high  up  in  the  Uterusy 
I  was  forced  to  carry  my  Inftrument  a  good 

way 

3 


C  A  S  E  S  in  MidwifryI  467 

way  up  into  the  Vaginay  to  reach  the  lower 
part  of  the  Child's  Head  ;  and  notwithftand- 
ing  I  took  all  the  care  I  could,  my  Extrac¬ 
tor  flipp'd  three  or  four  times  when  I  en¬ 
deavour'd  to  draw  the  Head  outwards  ;  but 
at  1  aft  I  lo  fixed  it,  that  although  I  was 
forced  to  make  ufe  of  all  my  Strength,  it 
did  not  flip,  fo  that  I  brought  the  upper 
part  of  the  Head  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendiy 
and  then  taking  hold  with  my  Hands  on 
each  fide,  I  drew  out  the  whole  Head ;  the 
Shoulders,  Body,  &c.  readily  followed.  The 
Child  foon  gave  us  convincing  proofs  it  was 
alive,  by  crying  out  briskly.  The  Placenta 
adhering,  I  was  forced  to  feparate  it  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  then  brought 
it  away ;  whilft  I  was  feparating  the  Placenta 
the  Midwife  made  a  Ligature  upon  the  Fu¬ 
nis  Umbilicalisy  and  divided  it. 
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CASE  CCIV- 


A  ^Delivery  where  one  of  the  Hips 

prefented  fir  ft. 


UNE  the  20th,  1731-  I  was  defired  to 


T  go  to  a  poor  Woman  at  a  Parifti  Nurfe's 
belonging  to  Covent-Garden .  This  Woman 
had  been  fome  time  in  Labour,  and  the 
Membranes  were  broke  and  the  Waters  run 
off  before  I  came,  and  one  of  the  Hips  pre¬ 
fented  firff,  which  the  Midwife  could  not 
diftinguilh  from  any  other  Part :  as  foon  as  I 
came,  I  found  the  Hip  funk  low  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  the  Thigh  and  Leg  bent  up¬ 
wards  towards  the  Child's  Belly ;  wherefore 
I  endeavoured  to  pafs  one  Finger  forward 
into  the  Groin,  which  I  foon  effe&ed,  and 
then  bending  it,  (at  the  fame  time  I  had 
paffed  up  a  Finger  of  the  other  Hand  to  the 
Buttocks)  I  drew  the  Hip  outwards,  advi- 
fing  the  poor  Woman  to  aflift  by  bearing 
ftrongly  down ;  and  by  this  Method  I  found 
that  the  Hip  advanced,  and  I  foon  brought 
out  the  Buttocks  $  but  as  the  Face  of  the 
Child  was  turned ■'  towards  the  Mother's 


Belly, 
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Belly,  I  gently  turned  it  backwards,  as  I 
brought  out  the  Body,  and  the  Head  foon 
followed,  without  bringing  down  the  Arms. 
I  was  obliged  to  feparate  the  Placenta ,  which 
adhered  to  the  Uterus ,  with  the  ends  of  my 
Fingers,  and  then  I  brought  it  away:  I 
Ihould  have  mentioned,  that  as  I  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  draw  it  by  the  String,  that  broke  off 
near  the  Placenta ,  yet  I  brought  it  all  away 
without  much  trouble  ;  the  Child  was  bom 
alive. 


CASE  CCV. 

A  Delivery  where*  the  Head  prefenl~ 
ed ;  it  was  flopp’d  by  the  Os  Sacrum , 
which  was.  very  much  bent  inwards . 

c*fUL /the  12th,  1731.  I  was  about  eight 
jt  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning  fetch'd  to 
a  poor  Woman  in  Short's  Gardens  ;  fhe  had 
been  in  Labour  about  thirty-fix  hours,  and 
the  Membranes  were  broke,  and  the  Waters 
pafs'd  off  feveral  hours  before  I  came  :  the 
Child  prefented  with  the  upper  part  of  the 
Head,  which  lay  high  up  in  the  Uterus , 
and  was  very  much  comprefs'd  between  the 
Os  Pubis  and  the  lower  part  of  the  Os  Sa- 

crum , 
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cram ,  which  was  very  much  bent  inwards ; 
fo  that  the  upper  part  of  the  Head,  by  the 
Strength  of  her  Throws  being  forced  out 
beyond  the  faid  Bones,  appeared  like  the 
ftnall  end  of  a  Sugar-Loaf,  the  fides  of  the 
Head  were  fo  prefled  together.  The  Head 
of  this  Child  was  large  ;  and  I  judged  it  was 
impoffible  it  could  by  the  bare  Force  of 
Throws,  or  the  endeavours  of  the  Mother, 
be  brought  into  the  World  :  I  therefore 
thought  it  advifeable  to  attempt  the  Deli¬ 
very  by  the  ufe  of  the  Extractor ,  and  there¬ 
upon  palled  up  one  fide  of  it  backwards 
between  the  Os  Sacrum  and  Head  of  the 
Child,  and  the  other  forwards  between  the 
Os  Pubis  and  the  oppofite  part  of  the  Head, 
and  endeavoured  to  fix  them  near  or  behind 
the  Ears  ;  and  then  taking  hold  of  the  ends 
of  the  Extractor,  I  ftrove,  by  prefling  them 
together,  and  drawing  outwards  at  the  fame 
time,  to  bring  the  Head  forwards  ;  but  it 
would  not  do,  for  the  Inftrument  flipp'd, 
fo  that  I  was  obliged  to  pafs  it  the  fecond 
time,  as  alfo  the  third,  and  then  I  was  able 
to  draw  the  Head  forward,  but  was  obliged 
to  make  ufe  of  all  my  Strength,  the  Paffage 
being  fo  ftrait,  and  the  Head  fo  large  :  not¬ 
withstanding  all  this,  the  Child  was  bom 
alive,  only  by  the  great  prelfure  one  of  the 
Temples  was  fomewhat  bruifed  :  I  ordered 
that  part  to  be  embrocated  with  OL  Rofar. 
by  which  I  have  generally  found  fuch  con- 
tufions  to  go  off  in  a  few  days.  As  the 

Placenta 


CASES  in  Midwifrt. 

Placenta  adhered  to  the  Uterus ,  I  feparated 
it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  beginning 
at  that  part  where  it  ftuck  moft  loofely,  and 
then  brought  it  away.  This  fhews  theufe- 
fulnefs  of  this  Inftrument,  for  Mauriceau , 
and  others,  in  this  Cafe,  where  the  Head 
will  not  pals,  propofe  the  lelfening  of  the 
Head,  and  taking  out  the  Brains :  but  as 
the  Head,  whilft  in  the  Birth,  will  mould 
into  any  form,  fo  by  the  ufe  of  a  proper  In¬ 
ftrument,  a  Child  may  be  brought  out 
alive. 


CASE  CCVL 

A  Delivery  when  the  Woman  was  in 

Fits . 


e*fULT  the  18th,  1731.  I  was  called  up 
3  about  Eleven  at  Night  to  go  to  the 
Wife  of  a  Stay-Maker  in  Coventry-Court 
near  the  Hay-Market  \  Ihe  had  been  feiz'd 
with  Fits,  which  came  at  Intervals,  and  did 
not  hold  her  long ;  the  Membranes  were 
broke  feveral  Hours  before  I  came,  and  the 
Waters  came  away  dribbling  and  in  Gufhes. 
I  touch'd  her,  and  found  the  Head  of  the 
Child  funk  low,  and  prefs'd  againft  the  in¬ 
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ner  Orifice,  which  was  thin,  and  dilated 
about  the  breadth  of  a  fhiiling  *  and  as  her 
Fits  were  not  then  ftrong,  and  that  Ihe  was 
fenfible  between  them,  and  being  likewife 
in  hopes  that,  if  her  Throws  grew  ftronger, 
Nature  would  do  the  Work,  I  only  order'd 
her  to  be  blooded  §  x,  and  to  take  a  Julep. 

Aq*  Qulegij  giv.  Pceon.  comp.%  ii.  Tin  ft. 
Cajlor .  3  ii.  Syr.  Caryophill.  3  vi.  M.  f 
de  quo  capiat  Cochl.  iii.  vel  iv. 

I  ordered  likewife, 

Sp.  Corn.  Cervi  %&.  'Tin ft.  Cajlor.  3ii. 
capiat,  gutt.  xxx.  fubinde  e  quolibet  Ve - 
hiculo. 

And  fo  I  left  her  for  that  time.  About 
four  in  the  Morning  I  was  fent  for  again, 
I  then  found  that  her  Fits  had  been  more 
violent  and  more  frequent,  and  that  fhe 
was  fenfelefs  and  fpeechlefs ;  and  upon 
Touching,  I  found  the  Os  internum  very 
much  fpread,  and  the  Head  funk  down  be¬ 
yond  it,  and  lying  bare  in  the  Vagina ,  the 
upper  part  being  advanced  as  far  as  the  La¬ 
bia  ;  I  therefore  thought  it  advifeable  to 
haften  the  Delivery  as  much  as  poffible,  and 
therefore  took  one  fide  of  my  Extraftor , 
and  palling  it  up  between  the  Os  Pubis  of 
the  Mother  and  the  back  part  of  the  Head 
of  the  Child,  I  drew  forwards;  but  as  the 
Head  did  not  advance,  I  withdrew  my  In- 

ftrument, 
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ltrument,  and  pafling  it  backwards,  I  fixed 
it  upon  the  Forehead,  and  immediately 
brought  out  the  whole  Head ;  the  Body 
foon  followed.  This  poor  Woman  being 
fenfelefs,  could  not  anyways  aflift  me  in 
the  Delivery  :  the  (Placenta  I  readily  brought 
away,  after  which  I  endeavoured  to  give 
her  fome  of  her  Julep  and  Drops,  but  lhe 
could  not  fwallow ;  I  therefore  order'd  a 
Blifter  to  be  applied  between  her  Shoulders, 
and  that  if  lhe  became  fenfible  and  capable 
of  fwallowing,  they  fliould  give  her  fome 
of  her  Julep  and  Drops  at  due  Intervals. 
I  called  about  eleven  o'clock,  when  I  found 
her  ftill  fenfelefs  and  fpeechlefs,  but  I  was 
told  that  her  Fits  were  weaker,  and  her  In¬ 
tervals  longer,  and  that  lhe  had  taken  two 
or  three  fpoonfuls  of  her  Julep  with  fome  of 
the  Drops:  I  then  ordered  a  Blifter  to  be 
applied  to  the  infide  of  each  Arm  above  the 
Elbow,  and  to  continue  the  ufeof  the  Drops 
and  Julep,  but  lhe  died  about  eight  o’clock 
that  Night, 
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CASE  CCVIL 


it  • 


A  Placenta  left  in  ^  Uterus.  . 

r yU LT  the  26th,  1731*  I  was  fent  for 
J  about  Eleven  in  the  morning  to  the  Wife 
of  a  Baker,  the  corner  of  Red-Lyon  Court  in 
Drury -Lane  ;  the  Midwife  had  delivered 
the  Child  about  fix  of  the  Clock  in  the  Even¬ 
ing  before  \  but  the  Placenta  not  readily 
following,  and  lhe  not  being  able  to  bring  it 
away,  notwithftanding  all  her  endeavours, 
fhe  at  laft  left  the  Woman,  telling  her,  that 
it  would  in  time  come  away,  and  that  file 
had  known  it  retained  fourteen  days  without 
any  inconveniency  :  but  as  this  was  a  Doc¬ 
trine  I  was  a  ftranger  to,  and  being  on  the 
contrary  well  fatisfied  that  incbnveniencies 
might  attend,  Ihould  it  not  be  fpeedily  drawn 
away,  I  immediately  pafs'd  the  two  fore¬ 
fingers  of  my  left  Hand  into  the  Vagina , 
where  I  met  with  part  of  the  Placenta  pro¬ 
truded  beyond  the  Os  internum  and  funk 
into  the  Vagina ;  and  as  the  Funis  Umbilica - 
Us  was  not  broke  off,  I  pafs’d  the  two  fore¬ 
fingers  of  one  Hand  by  the  Funis  up  to  the 
Phcentay  and  by  the  help  of  thefe  two  fin¬ 
gers, 
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gers,  and  pulling  gently  at  the  Cord  with 
my  other  Hand,  it  readily  came  away  whole, 
with  the  Membranes. 


CASE  CCVIII. 

A  Flooding  preceding  a  delivery. 

^jtULT the  31ft,  1731.  I  was  fent  for  to 
J  the  Wife  of  a  Paftry-Cook  in  I*urn- Stile , 
about  four  in  the  morning;  this  was  the  firft 
time  of  her  being  in  Labour :  fome  hours 
before  I  came  flhe  was  feized  with  a  Flood¬ 
ing,  and  upon  Touching  I  found  the  Head 
of  the  Child  funk  down  to  the  Os  ^inccey 
which  was  fpread  to  the  breadth  of  a  Half- 
crown  ;  her  Throws  were  weak,  and  blood 
gufh’d  out  at  every  Throw,  and  fhe  had  al- 
moft  a  continual  dribbling  of  the  fame  ;  her 
Pulfe  was  weak,  and  her  Spirits  deje&ed.  I 
thought  it  advifeable,  fo  large  a  quantity  of 
blood  being  already  loft,  to  recommend  a 
fpeedy  Delivery,  for  fear,  flhould  it  be  de¬ 
lay’d,  and  her  Flooding  continue,  herftrength 
might  be  fo  far  reduced,  that  lhe  might  not 
be  able  to  bear  up  under  the  Operation. 
Her  husband  and  friends  intirely  fubmitted 
to  my  opinion,  and  defired  me  to  a£t  ac¬ 
cording  to  my  judgment ;  I  therefore,  after 

P  p  p  2  well 
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well  greafing  my  Hand,  pafled  it  up  into 
the  Vagina ,  where  I  found  the  Os  internum 
dilated  about  the  breadth  of  a  Half-crown, 
and  firft  introducing  the  ends  of  three  Fin¬ 
gers,  I  endeavoured  to  dilate  the  Os  inter - 
mm ,  by  gently  feparating  them  one  from 
the  other,  whereby  I  loon  made  way  to  in¬ 
troduce  my  other  Finger,  as  alfo  my  Thumb,, 
and  then  proceeding  as  before,  I  dilated  it 
wide  enough  to  admit  my  whole  Hand. 
The  firft  part  I  met  with  was  the  Child's 
Head,  inclofed  in  the  Membranes.  \  this  I 
prelfed  fomewhat  backwards  to  make  more 
way  for  my  Hand  to  pafs  beyond  it ;  which 
done,  I  broke  the  Membranes  with  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  pafllng  my  whole 
Hand  within  them,  I  learch'd  for  the 
Feet,  which  I  foon  found  and  brought 
out,  and  as  they  advanced,  the  Head  went 
upwards,  fo  that  I  drew  out  the  Hips  and 
Body  to  the  Shoulders :  but  as  at  firft  the 
Toes  were  turned  towards  the  Mother's 
Belly,  I  gently,  as  I  drew  the  Child  for¬ 
ward,  turned  them,  whereby  I  brought  the 
Face  of  the  Child  backwards,  which  Ihould 
always  be  done,  if  poffible,  for  fear  the 
Chin  of  the  Child  Ihould,  as  the  Head  ad¬ 
vances,  be  lodged  over  the  Oj  Pubis  of  the 
Mother,  and  fo  hinder  the  protrufion  of  the 
Head,  or  for  fear  the  Nofe  or  Face  of  the 
Child  Ihould  be  hurt  by  rubbing  againft  the 
faid  bone  in  its  paflPage  through  the  Pelvis ; 
but  as  the  Head  of  the  Child  did  not  readily 

follow, 
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follow,  I  therefore  brought  down  the  Arms, 
and  palling  up  the  ends  of  two  Fingers  of 
one  Hand  into  the  Mouth  of  the  Child,  I 
prefs'd  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  whilft  at  the 
lame  time  I  took  hold  behind  above  the 
Shoulders  with  my  other  Hand,  and  drew 
the  Head  outwards :  by  this  Method  I  found 
the  Head  to  fink  down  and  foon  brought  it 
out.  I  then  took  hold  of  the  Funis  Umbili - 
calis  with  one  Hand,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  I  palfed  up  the  other  into  the  Uterus 
in  fearch  of  the  Placenta ,  which  I  found 
wholly  loofened  and  funk  down,  fo  that  I 
readily  brought  it  away  ;  upon  which  the 
Flooding  immediately  flopped,  but  the 
Child  was  dead,  as  is  moft  commonly  the 
Cafe  where  a  Flooding  precedes  a  Deli¬ 
very. 


CASE  CCIX. 

A  ! Delivery  with  a  Flooding  preceding* 

AUG UST" the  Sth,  1731.  I  was  lent  for 
**■  between  nine  and  ten  o’clock  at  night 
to  the  Neet-Houfes  near  Mill- Bank,  ,to  one 

Mrs.  M - 1 ,  the  Wife  of  a  Gardener; 

about  a  Month  before  Ihe  had  been  feized 

with  • 
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with  a  Flooding,  which  had  returned  feve- 
ral  times,  and  at  this  time  lhe  had  loft  a 
large  quantity  of  blood,  which  had  very 
much  weaken'd  her,  and  I  could  fcarce  per¬ 
ceive  any  pulfation  in  her  Arteries  ;  fhe  la¬ 
boured  under  Syncopies  and  cold  Sweats, 
and  her  draining  continued.  I  acquainted 
her  Husband  and  others  that  were  prefent 
with  the  danger  fhe  was  in ;  they  defired 
me  to  do  whatever  I  thought  neceflary,  in 
order,  if  it  was  poflible,  to  fave  her  ;  I 
therefore  propofed  an  immediate  Delivery 
as  the  only  remaining  Expedient,  but  I  told 
them,  I  could  not  promife  certain  Succefs, 
fince  fhe  was  reduced  fo  low ;  yet  that  I 
thought  a  doubtful  Remedy  ought  to  be 
tryed  rather  than  leave  her  to  certain  death, 
which  muft  have  been  the  confequence  in 
a  few  hours  :  Wherefore,  by  their  defire  and 
perfuafions,  I  immediately  attempted  the 
Delivery,  and  palling  up  my  whole  Hand 
into  the  Vagina ,  I  found  it  flopped  up  with 
coagulated  blood,  which  I  immediately  re¬ 
moved,  and  then  palling  my  Hand  farther, 
I  found  the  Os  internum  dilated  wide  enough 
to  admit  the  palling  my  Hand  into  the  Ute¬ 
rus  \  the  firft  thing  I  met  with  was  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  which  lay  oppofite  to  and  flopped  up 
the  Os  Ttncae ;  from  whence  I  concluded,  it 
was  wholly  feparated  from  the  Uterus  ;  I 
therefore  firft  endeavoured  to  pafs  my  Hand 
up  between  the  Placenta  and  the  Uterus ; 
but  as  I  could  not  readily  pafs  it,  I  pulh'd 

my 
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my  Fingers  through  it,  and  fo  reach’d  the 
Membranes,  which  I  broke  with  the  ends  of 
my  Fingers,  and  palling  my  Hand  within 
them,  I  met  with  one  Leg  and  Foot, 
which  I  drew  out  :  the  Child  was  fmall, 
and  the  Woman  had  lain-in  feyeral  times 
before,  whereby  the  paffage  was  fufficiently 
dilated,  and  the  other  Leg  being  bent  up¬ 
ward  towards  the  Child's  Belly,  I  could 
not  readily  bring  it  out  and  join  it  to 
the  other,  I  therefore  took  hold  of  the  Leg 
before  brought  out,  with  a  foft  Cloth,  and 
drew  it  outwards,  whereby  the  Hips  advan¬ 
ced,  fo  that  I  was  loon  able  to  pafs  one 
Finger  up  to  the  Groin,  which  done,  I  drew 
the  Child  out  to  the  Shoulders  •  the  Head 
not  readily  following,  I  brought  down  the 
Arms,  and  then  palling  two  lingers  of  one 
Hand  into  the  Child's  Mouth,  and  at  the 
fame  time  pulling  with  the  other  Hand  be¬ 
hind  at  the  Shoulders,  I  brought  out  the 
Head :  I  immediately  fearch'd  for  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  which  I  found  wholly  loofened  and 
feparated  from  the  Uterus  and  funk  down 
into  the  Vagina',  this  I  brought  out,  and1 
foon  after  the  Woman  began  to  recover  her' 
Spirits  :  her  Pulfe,  which  before  could  fcarce 
be  felt,  began  to  rife,  and  her  Flooding  im¬ 
mediately  flopp'd :  I  order'd  her  a  Cordial 
Bolus  and  Julep,  viz. 

±)£  Lap.  Contrayerv.  Serrn.  Get .  Confetf.  Al- 
kerm ,  ad  9  i.  Gaft  or.  gr.  y,  Syr.  Croci 

(l* 
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q.  s.  M •  f  Bolus  oftava  quaq\  hora  fu - 
mend,  faper bibend.  CochL  iv.  Jalap,  fe - 
quent. 

H!  Aq-Menth#  Cer .  //.  ^  g  iii.  Pccon.  comp. 
g  ii.  Cajlor .  3  ii.  6)r.  Croci  g  i.  jj/. yi 

Julap.  de  quo  capiat  CochL  iii.  vel  iy. 
juhinde. 

I  call'd  the  next  day  and  found  her  in 
good  Spirits,  and  her  Pulfe  good  :  I  then 
ordered  her  Medicines  to  be  continued  and 
taken  as  before  dire&ed  ;  the  day  after 
I  call'd  again,  and  found  her  Pulfe  full  ;  I 
then  directed  the  Bolus  to  be  taken  only- 
night  and  morning,  and  a  thickning,  nou- 
riftiing,  and  cooling  diet. 

They  had  been,  before  I  was  lent  for, 
with  one  Mr. - a  Pra&itioner  in  Mid¬ 

wifry,  who  excufed  himfelf,  under  a  pre¬ 
tence  ofbufinefs,  from  going  to  her;  but 
as  the  Husband  had  told  him  the  cafe  and 
the  danger  Ihe  was  in,  this  feem'd  to  be  the 
Motive  that  flopp'd  him,  as  fearing  he 
Ihould  fuffer  in  his  Charadler,  Ihould  the 
Woman  die;  but  it  is  my  opinion,  a  Per- 
fon  ought  to  do  his  Duty  let  the  Cafe  be 
never  fo  bad,  firft  making  a  juft  Progno- 
ftick. 
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CASE  CCX. 

A  Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
with  one  Foot ,  and  the  Funis  Um- 
bilicalis  was  funk  into  the  Fajfage. 


AUGUST"  the  23d,  1731.  I  was  called 
up  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
to  go  to  a  Journeyman  Shoe-maker's  Wife 
in  Milford- Lane  \  the  Membranes  were  broke, 
and  the  waters  pafs'd  off  about  feven  o'Clock 
the  precedent  Evening,  from  which  time  her 
Pains  left  her  ;  and  the  Midwife  told  me 
that  a  large  quantity  of.  the  Meconium  was 
come  away,  and  that  orf^Foot  was  funk 
low  into  the  Vagina,  and  lay  between  the 
Labia .  Upon  examination  I  found  it  as  be¬ 
fore  reprefented,  with  this  addition,  that 
the  Funis  Umbilicalis  was  flipp'd  out  with 
the  Foot,  and  lay  in  the  Paflage.  I  there¬ 
fore  pafs'd  up  one  Hand  into  the  Vagina,  and 
firft  endeavoured  to  return  the  String,  but 
as  the  inner  Orifice  was  very  much  flopp'd 
up  by  the  Child's  Thigh  and  Buttocks,  I 
could  not  return  it  fo  far  as  to  make  it  keep 
up :  the  String  was  cold,  and  I  could  not 
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feel  any  pulfation  in  it;  I  therefore  judged 
that  the  Child  was  dead,  for  whenever  the 
Navel-ftring  has  lain  fome  time  protruded 
beyond  the  Labia ,  and  becomes  cold,  and 
the  Circulation  is  impeded  by  the  preflure  of 
the  Child,  it  is  generally  brought  away 
dead.  I  pafled  my  Hand  by  the  Leg  that 
was  protruded  in  fearch  of  the  other,  and 
the  firft  part  I  met  with  was  the  Mouth  of 
the  Child  funk  down  almoft  to  the  inner 
Orifice,  and  flipping  my  Hand  by  the  fide 
of  the  Head  further  up  into  the  Uterus ,  I 
perceived  the  other  Leg  and  Foot  was  bent 
tipwards,  and  by  palling  one  Finger  into 
the  Ham,  I  drew  the  Knee  and  Leg  towards 
me,  andfoon  brought  out  the  Leg  and  join¬ 
ed  it  to  the  other :  but  as  the  Toes  of  the 
Child  were  turned  towards  the  Mother’s 
Belly,  I  turned  them  backwards,  as  I  drew 
the  Child  forwards  ;  which,  if  poflible, 
fhould  always  Jdos  done.  When  I  had 
brought  out  the^a*Kfar  as  the  upper  part 
pf  the  Breaft,  I  round  that  the  Head  ftuck 
above  between  the  Bones  of  the  Qelvis  ; 
wherefore,  to  make  more  way,  I  brought 
down  the  Arms,  and  then  clapping  one 
Hand  to  the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind 
the  Shoulders,  I  endeavoured  to  draw  the 
Head  out ;  but  as  the  Os  Sacrum  was  very 
much  bent  inwards,  it  flopp’d  the  Head  in 
its  Paffage :  I  therefore  pafs'd  up  one  Fin¬ 
ger  into  the  Child’s  Mouth,  and  by  preffing 
upon  the  lower  jaw,  endeavour’d  to  draw 

the 
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the  Face  lower  down,  palling  at  the  fame 
time  behind  at  the  Shoulders,  and  after  fe- 
veral  eflays  I  brought  out  the  Head  ;  and 
then  palling  my  Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Qla- 
centa ,  I  found  it  wholly  loofened  from  the 
Uterus y  and  partly  protruded  beyond  the 
Os  internum ,  fo  that  I  readily  brought  it 
away.  The  Child,  as  I  judged  before,  was 
dead. 


CASE  CCXI. 

A' ‘Delivery  where  one  Arm  prefented 
frjt,  and  was  funk  into  the  Vagina. 

AUGUST3 the  24th,  1731.  Mr.  C - my 

a  Brother  Surgeon,  came  to  me  about 
eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  defired 
me  to  go  with  him  to  his  Wife,  who  he  told 
me  was  about  fix  months  gone  with  Child, 
and  that  fhe  had  been  feiz'd  about  two  or 
three  days  before  with  a  violent  fix’d  pain 
in  the  lower  part  of  her  Back,  near  the  Os 
Sacrum ,  which  was,  for  fome  reafons,  judg¬ 
ed  to  be  a  fore-running  Symptom  of  the 
Small-Pox,  and  for  fome  time  before  he 
came  to  me,  fhe  had  been  feiz'd  with  a 
Flooding :  The  Membranes  were  broke, 
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and  the  Waters  run  off,  and  upon  Touch¬ 
ing,  I  found  the  Foetus  was  funk  very  low, 
with  one  Arm  protruded  beyond  the  Labia 
Pudendi  \  and  the  Head  of  the  Foetus  was 
bent  upwards  in  the  Paflage.  As  this  Gen¬ 
tlewoman  had  been  a  Mother  of  Children 
before,  by  which  the  parts  had  been  fuffi- 
ciently  dilated,  and  as  this  Foetus  was  very 
fmall,  I  judged  that  I  might  with  fafety 
draw  it  out  in  the  pofture  it  prefented,  with¬ 
out  danger  of  the  Head's  feparating  at  the 
Neck  from  the  Body,  (for  it  was  wholly 
protruded  beyond  the  Os  internum)  or  any¬ 
ways  hurting  or  tearing  the  parts  of  the 
Vagma.  I  therefore  pafs’d  up  one  Finger 
over  the  Neck  as  it  lay  bent,  and  endea¬ 
vour'd,  by  pulling  with  the  fame,  to  draw 
the  Head  and  Body  out,  gently  pulling  at 
the  fame  time  the  Arm  before  protruded, 
and  by  this  Method  I  foon  brought  out  the 
whole  Foetus  ;  which  done,  I  immediately 
pafled  up  one  Hand  in  learch  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  and  found  it  wholly  loofened  from 
the  Uterus ,  fo  that  I  brought  it  away  with¬ 
out  any  trouble,  and  as  foon  as  lhe  was  de¬ 
livered,  lhe  told  me  that  lhe  was  eafy,  and 
that  her  pain  was  very  much  abated.  Upon 
dole  examination,  I  found  the  Small-pox 
lying  thick  in  the  Skin,  which  for  the  firft 
three  or  four  days  made  but  a  very  flow 
advance,  and  it  feem'd  to  be  a  dangerous 
cafe,  but  afterwards  the  Symptoms  altered 
mu ch  for  the  better,  and  lhe  went  through 

the 
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the  diftemper  very  fuccefsfully,  without  any 
unfortunate  accident. 
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CASE  CCXIL 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  whole  Arm  was 
protruded  into  the  Vagina,  and  the 
Shoulder  Jlopped  up  the  Os  Tineas. 


VE  PfEMB  ER  the  loth,  1731.  I  was 
^  fent  for  about  nine  in  the  morning  to 
the  Wife  of  a  Glafs-grinder  in  Nottingham - 
Court ,  Ca (He- Street^  St.  Gi/es’s  :  I  found  one 
Arm  of  her  Child  prefs'd  out  into  the  Fa- 
gina ,  the  Shoulder  lodged  and  clofely  rivet-* 
ted  in  the  Os  internum ,  with  xhe  Head  bent 
upwards  on  one  fide :  Upon  paffing  up  my 
Hand  into  the  Vagina ,  I  met  with  (as  I  before 
obferv'd)  the  whole  Arm,  this  I  endeavoured 
to  return ;  but,  notwithftanding  all  my  care, 
I  could  not  Co  put  it  back,  but  that  upon 
every  throw  it  would  flip  out  again  :  I  en¬ 
deavoured  to  prefs  the  Shoulder  upwards, 
as  alfo  to  move  the  Head,  but  the  Child 
was  fo  prefs'd  down  upon  the  Os  internum 
that  I  could  not  in  the  leaft  move  it,  not¬ 
withftanding  all  my  endeavours  ;  wherefore 


I  at- 


485 


4*<$ 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

I  attempted  to  pa(s  in  my  Hand  by  the 
Shoulder,  and  along  the  fide  of  the  Neck, 
to  fearch  for  the  Feet  :  I  found  the  Neck 
very  much  bent,  with  the  Head  prefled 
againfl  the  fide  of  the  Womb  ;  and  next  I 
met  with  the  other  Arm,  which  I  pafs’d  by, 
and  carrying  my  Hand  further  on,  I  found 
one  Knee,  and  bending  one  Finger  into  the 
Ham,  I  ftrove  to  bring  the  Knee  forwards, 
whereby  I  difengaged  the  Leg  and  drew  it 
out  into  the  Vagina ,  but  as  it  was  very  flip- 
pery,  I  could  not  hold  it ;  whereupon  I 
faftned  a  Ligature  above  the  Ancle,  and  en¬ 
deavoured,  by  pulling  the  String,  to  bring 
the  Leg  and  Thigh  forward,  whilft,  at  the 
fame  time,  with  my  other  Hand  pafs’d  into 
the  Vagina ,  I  prefs'd.  the  Shoulder  upwards 
to  make  more  way  for  the  Hips  to  advance, 
and  for  the  Head  and  Shoulders  to  be  turn’d 
upward:  this  fo  far  fucceeded  to  my  Wifh, 
that  the  Hips  flipp’d  out  beyond  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum  into  the  Vagina ,  and  the  Child  came 
readily  forwards  fo  far  as  the  Shoulders;  but 
as  the  Head  did  not  readily  follow,  I  pafs’d 
up  my  Hand  to  bring  down  an  Arm,  both 
Arms  being  bent  upwards  above  the  Head, 
although  one  was  at  firft  fo  far  funk  down 
before  the  Head  into  the  Vagina ,  but  as  the 
Hips  advanced,  they  of  courfe  were  drawn 
upwards.  When  I  had  brought  down  one 
Arm,  I  as  ufual  clapp'd  one  Hand  to  the 
Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  above  the 
Shoulders,  and  then  drew  out  the  Head  and 
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other  Arm,  which  followed  without  diffi¬ 
culty.  I  now  pafs’d  up  my  Hand  in  fearch 
of  the  Placenta,  which  I  found  wholly 
loofened  and  difengaged  from  the  Womb, 
fo  that  I  readily  brought  it  away.  The 
Child  was  dead,  which  might  have  been 
occafioned  by  it’s  ;having  been  fo  long  en¬ 
gaged,  and  fo  clofely  prefs’d  in  the  Womb 
before  I  came,  for  upon  my  firft  Touching 
I  could  obferve  no  figns  of  Life. 


CASE  CCXIIL 

A  i Delivery  where  the  Child  prefented 
with  the  Buttocks . 


CE  PTEMBER  the  nth,  1731.  about 
^  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  I  was  fent 
for  to  one  Mrs.  G- — th ,  a  Smith's  wife  at 
Batterfea:  her  Membranes  were  broke,  and 
the  Waters  run  off  four  or  five  hours  before 
I  came,  and  the  Child  was  left  dry  in  the 
Womb,  it  prefented  with  the  Buttocks  fore- 
moft,  which  were  clofely  engaged  between 
the  Bones  of  the  Pelvis,  and  the  Scrotum 
was  very  much  fwelled.  At  firft  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  prefs  back  the  Buttocks  to  make 

way 


C A  S  E  S  in  Midwifry. 

way  to  reach  the  Feet,  but  they  were  fo 
prefled  and  locked  in  the  Paflage  that  I 
could  no  ways  move  them,  neither  could  I 
pafs  my  Hand  by,  the  whole  Paflage  being 
fo  choak’d  and  flopp'd  up  by  the  Child's 
prefenting  in  that  pofture  :  I  was  therefore 
obliged  to  attempt  the  bringing  it  in  the 
Pofture  it  prefented,  but  as  it  lay  fo  high 
up  that  I  could  not  get  a  Finger  into  the 
Groin,  I  endeavoured  at  firft  to  pafs  a  firing 
over  the  Thigh  into  the  Groin,  and  fo  to 
have  drawn  the  Thigh  by  the  help  of 
the  String,  but  this  I  could  not  effeft:  I 
next  endeavoured  to  pafs  the  hooked  end  of 
my  Ext  raft  or,  wrapp'd  up  in  a  foft  Cloth, 
that  it  might  not  hurt  the  Child,  and  when 
I  had  fixed  it  near  the  Groin,  I  gently  pul¬ 
led  outwards,  advifing  the  Woman  at  the 
fame  time  to  aflift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down, 
and  by  this  Method  I  brought  that  Hip  fo 
much  forward,  that  I  was  able  to  pafs  the 
Fore-finger  of  each  Hand  bent  into  the 
Groin,  one  on  each  fide,  having  firft  with¬ 
drawn  the  Inftrument.  I  then  pulled  with 
my  Fingers,  and  found  the  Hips  to  advance 
and  flip  down  as  far  as  the  Labia ,  whereby 
I  was  foon  able  to  extricate  the  Leg  and 
Thigh,  by  which  I  drew  out  the  Hips  and 
part  of  the  Body  ;  but  as  the  Child  was  very 
large,  the  upper  parts  did  not  readily  fol¬ 
low,  neither  could  I  pafs  up  my  Hand  to 
bring  down  the  Arms,  the  Paflage  was  fo 
choak'd  up  by  the  bulk  of  the  Child  •  how¬ 
ever, 
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ever,  by  gently  pulling,  I  drew  itfofar  for¬ 
ward  as  to  be  able  to  bring  down  one  Arm, 
and  then  clapping  one  Hand  as  ufual  to  the 
Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  above  the 
Shoulders,  I  pulled  outward,  and  foon 
found  the  Head  to  fink  down,  and  brought 
it  out  beyond  the  Labia .  I  then  ordered 
the  Midwife  to  make  a  Ligature  upon  the 
Funis  Umbilicalis ,  whilft  I  pafs’d  up  one 
Hand  at  the  fame  time  in  fearch  of  the  Pla¬ 
centa,  which  I  found  at  the  very  bottom,  of 
the  Womb  clofely  adhering  to  ix ;  this  I 
feparated  with  the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and 
then  brought  it  out.  The  Child,  quite 
contrary  to  my  expectation,  was  born  alive, 
and  by  gently  rubbing  it,  and  Ipouting  fome 
Wine  into  it's  Mouth,  it  loon  recovered  the 
ftrength  it  had  loft,  by  lying  fo  long  preffed 
in  an  uneafy  pofture.  There  were  two  final! 
wounds  made  by  the  end  of  the  Hook  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  Thigh,  and  the  Scrotum 
was  very  much  fwelled. 
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CASE  CCXIV. 


A  ^ Delivery  in  which  one  Foot ,  toge- 
•  ther  with  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  pre- 
fented  JirJt. 


CE  PFE  MB  E  R  the  1 4th,  1731.  a  Mid- 
^  wife  came  to  me  from  Exeter-Court ,  to 
defire  my  opinion  about  a  Woman,  whofe 
W  aters  were  run  off  about  twelve  hours  be¬ 
fore,  and  a  large  quantity  of  coagulated  blood 
had  been  difcharged,  but  at  the  time  fhe 
came  to  me  that  was  flopp'd  \  file  further 
told  me,  that  one  foot  was  flipp'd  out  be¬ 
yond  the  Os  internum  into  the  Vagina.  1 
gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  fhe  ought  to  be 
delivered  immediately  :  and  about  half  an- 
hour  after  I  was  fent  for,  upon  Touching,  I 
found  one  Foot  lying  in  the  Paffage,  and 
the  other  bent  upwards  againft  the  Child's 


Belly,  I  therefore  brought  out  the  Foot 
which  lay  in  the  Pafla|:e^jand  taking  hold 
with  a  loft  Cloth  above  'the  Ancle,  I  drew 
forwards,  but  as  the  Hips  did  not  readily  come 
out,  I  paffed  up  my  Hand  by  the  Leg  already 
brought  down,  and  found  that  the  Os  in - 
A  Z  \  ‘  1  i  jV  tern  am. 
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ternum  was  not  fufficiently  dilated  to  let  the 
Hips  pafs  through  into  the  Vagina,  where¬ 
upon  I  dilated  it  with  the  ends  of  my  Fin¬ 
gers,  and  pafled  one  Finger  over  the  Hip 
into  the  Groin,  and  there  bending  it,  I  drew 
the  Hip  forward,  pulling  the  other  Leg  at 
the  fame  time :  by  this  Method  I  found  the 
Hips  to  advance,  and  foon  brought  them 
out;  and  then  taking  hold  above  them,  I 
drew  out  the  Body  to  the  Shoulders  ;  but  as 
the  Head  did  not  readily  follow,  to  make 
more  way  I  fetch'd  down  the  Arms,  and  was 
afterwards  obliged  to  paL  one  Finger  into 
the  Child's  Mouth,  and  by  preffing  the 
lower  Jaw,  I  brought  the  Face  more  for¬ 
wards,  and  pulling  at  the  lame  time  with 
my  other  Hand  behind  above  the  Shoulders, 

I  foon  drew  out  the  whole  Head.  I  then 
pafs'd  my  Hand  as  ufual  in  fearch  of  the 
Placenta ,  which  I  found  wholly  feparated 
from  the  Uterus ,  and  protruded  into  the  Va¬ 
gina,  I  firft  drew  down  the  Foot  with  one 
Hand,  and  then  pafs'd  up  the  other  into  the 
Vagina  to  dilate  the  Paflage,  and  to  make 
room  for  the  Hips  to  pafs  through,  when  I 
found  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  was  flipp'd  down 
between  the  Legs  of  the  Child,  wherefore  I 
brought  it  from  between  the  Legs,  fearing, 
that  as  the  Child  advanced  with  the  String 
between  it’s  Legs,  the  Placenta  might  be 
too  forcibly  drawn  and  torn  from  the  Womb, 
or  that  the  String  might  have  been  broke. 

I  concluded,  as  I  could  not  return  the  ' 
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String,  the  Os  internum  being  fo  flopp’d  lip 
by  the  Hips  of  the  Child,  that  it  would 
have  been  brought  out  dead  ;  but,  oil  the 
contrary,  we  were  agreeably  entertained  with 
it’s  crying  briskly  :  the  preferving  the  life 
of  this  Child  was  entirely  owing  to  a  fpeedy 
Delivery. 


< 


CASE  CCXV. 

A  Delive  ry  where  a  Flooding  preceded . 

^EPF EMBER  the  2 1  ft,  1731.  about 
^  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  I  was  fent 
for  to  a  poor  Woman  near  the  Horje- Ferry, 
We ft  min (hr  'r  fhe  was  between  feven  and 
eight  months  gone  with  Child,  and  about 
one  o’clock  that  morning  fhe  was  feiz'd 
with  a  violent  pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
Belly,  which  at  firft  file  thought  was  the 
Cholick,  and  immediately  after  followed  a 
Flooding,  which  had  very  much  reduced 
her,  fo  that  when  I  came,  I  could  fcarce 
feel  any  Puliation  in  the  Arteries,  and  upon 
moving  her  fhe  was  ready  to  fwoon.  I 
judged  the  Cafe  would  prove  very  danger¬ 
ous,  lhould  I  attempt  the  Delivery,  but 
'  certain 
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certain  death  muft  have  enfued  if  fhe  was 
not  delivered,  and  every  one  muft  allow  it 
is  better  to  try  a  doubtful  remedy  than  leave 
your  Patient  to  certain  Death ;  and  fome- 
times,  contrary  to  our  expectation,  we  have 
the  pleafure  of  laving  one  if  not  two  lives; 
you  ought  therefore  to  make  a  juft  Prog- 
noftick,  and  to  tell  the  Husband,  Relations,, 
or  others  prefent,  the  imminent  danger  the 
Woman  is  in,  in  cafe  you  attempt  the  Deli¬ 
very,  and  the  fatal  confequences  if  not  at¬ 
tempted  :  and  if  you  are  encouraged  by 
them,  you  fhould  immediately  deliver  her, 
and  leave  the  fuccefs  to  the  difpofal  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  and  not,  like  fome  Practitioners  in 
Midwifry,  chufe  rather  to  let  the  Woman 
die,  than  rifque  the  lofs  of  their  reputation 
upon  fuch  uncertainties ;  this  is  abandoning, 
as  I  think,  all  principles  of  Humanity.  But 
to  return  to  the  prefent  cafe,  I  laid  the  dan¬ 
ger  before  the  perfons  prefent,  if  I  either 
attempted  the  Delivery,  or  if  it  was  left  un¬ 
attempted  ;  and  as  I  was  defired  to  aft  agree- 
ble  to  my  own  judgment,  I  therefore  imme¬ 
diately  placed  the  Woman  acrofs  the  Bed, 
and  palling  my  two  Fore-fingers  up  into  the 
Fagina,  I  found  the  inner  Orifice  dilated 
wide  enough  to  admit  the  ends  of  them, 
wherefore  I  pafs’d  up  my  whole  Hand  into  the 
Vagina ,  and  the  ends  of  my  two  Fingers  into 
the  Os  internum,  which  I  endeavoured  to 
dilate,  by  gently  feparating  them  one  from 
the  other,  and  I  foon  made  way  for  a  third, 

as 
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as  alfo  for  a  fourth  and  my  Thumb,  and 
then  I  introduced  my  whole  Hand  into  the 
Womb;  where  I  firft  met  with  the  Mem¬ 
branes  unbroken,  and  the  Child  floating  in 
the  Waters  :  I  broke  the  Membranes,  and 
loon  met  with  one  Foot  and  one  Hand,  this 
Foot  I  drew  out,  and  as  the  other  was  bent 
upward  towards  the  Child's  Belly,  and  the 
Child  was  fmall,  and  the  Paffage  dilated  by 
former  Labours,  and  alfo  lubricated  by  the 
blood  and  waters  pafs'd  off,  I  therefore, 
when  I  had  brought  the  Leg  beyond  the 
.Ldbiay  took  hold  with  a  foft  Cloth,  and 
gently  drew  it  outward,  whereby  the  Hips, 
came  into  the  Paffage  ;  I  then  extricated  the 
other  Leg,  and  taking  hold  about  the  Hips 
I  drew  out  the  Body  to  the  Shoulders,  and 
clapping  my  Hands  afterwards  to  the  Bread 
and  Shoulders,  I  readily  brought  out  the 
Head.  I  found  the  Placenta ,  upon  palling 
my  Hand,  wholly  loofened  from  the  Uterus , 
and  flipp'd  down  below  the  Os  internum  in¬ 
to  the  F'agindy  for  the  Placenta  being  either 
wholly,  or  in  part,  foparated  from  the  Ute¬ 
rus ,  is  the  occafion  of  fuch  Floodings.  Af¬ 
ter  the  bringing  away  of  the  Placenta ,  there 
came  away  feveral  large  Lumps  of  coagu¬ 
lated  blood  before  retained  in  the  Uterus , 
with  a  large  quantity  of  blood  and  Waters  : 
She  fell  into  frequent  faintings,  and  I  there¬ 
fore  defired  that  a  Cloth  dipp'd  in  Vinegar 
and  Water  might  be  applied  to  her,  and 
ordered  fome  Wine  mixed  with  Water  to  be 

given 
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given  her  often,  and  in  fmall  quantities,  for 
fear  of  heating  her,  or  overcharging  her 
Stomach,  and  then  I  left  her,  with  ftrong 
apprehenfions  that  Ihe  would  expire  in  a 
very  fliort  time.  The  next  day  I  was  in¬ 
formed  that  Ihe  died  in  about  an  hour  after 
I  left  her. 


CASES  CCXVI.  and  CCXVH- 


Two  deliveries  where  the  Children 
prefented  in  a  right  Pojlure ,  hut 
were  Jlopped  in  the  Pnjfage. 


CEPT  EMBER  the  30th,  173 1.  I  deli- 
d  vercd  two  Women,  whole  Cafes  being 
very  much  alike,  I  final!  therefore  Couch 
them  both  under  the  fame  Head.  The  firft 
Woman  I  delivered  about  one  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  in  Church-Street ,  St.  Giles  s,  w’nofe  Mem¬ 
branes  were  broke  about  forty-eight  hours, 
before,  and  the  Child  left  dry  in  the  Paf- 
fage  ;  the  Head  was  wholly  bare,  the  Os 
internum  being  dilated  and  flipp’d  back,  the 
Face  was  turned  towards  the  Os  Pubis  oi 
the  Mother,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  Head 

not  funk  low  down,  but  prefs’d  againft  and 

lying 
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lying  over  the  laid  Bone  ;  in  this  fituation  it 
had  continued  for  fome  hours,  not  advance- 
ingin  the  leaft,  no twkh handing  her  Throws 
were  ftrong  ;  but  as  this  was  the  fir  ft  time 
of  her  being  in  Labour,  file  did  not,  being 
afraid  of  pain,  bear  down  as  Ihe  ought  to 
have  done.  As  I  judged  that  the  Head  could 
not  be  protruded  by  the  bare  force  of  her 
Throws,  it  being  large,  and  firmly  lock’d 
between  the  Bones,  I  therefore  pafs’d  up 
one  fide  of  my  Extra  Bor  between  the  Head 
of  the  Child  and  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mother, 
taking  care  fo  to  fix  it,  that  it  ihould  not 
hurt  or  bruife  the  Eyes,  Nofe  or  Cheeks  of 
the  Child,  and  therefore  I  carried  it  no  far¬ 
ther  than  the  upper  part  of  the  Forehead; 
this  done,  I  endeavoured  to  bring  it  from 
off  the  faid  Bone  mo<re  backward  into  the 
Pafiage,  by  pulling  outwards  as  often  as  her 
Throws  feized  her  :  I  now  found  that  the 
Head  gradually  funk  down,  though  it  was 
but  flowly,  and  fill’d  the  back  part  of  the 
Vagina ;  but  as  fhe  was  very  ungovernable 
and  wriggled  about,  being,  as  1  before  ob- 
ferved,  afraid  of  pain,  the  Head  did  not  ad¬ 
vance  as  quick  as  I  could  have  wiftfid  ;  yet, 
by  purfuing  the  fame  Method,  and  encou¬ 
raging  the  Woman  *  with  the  hopes  of  a 
fpeedy  Delivery,  I,  at  length,  after  feveral 
effays,  brought  out  the  Head  beyond  the 
Labia  Qudendi ,  when  taking  hold  on  each 
fide,  I  drew  out  the  Shoulders  and  the  whole 
Body.  I  then  ordered  the  Midwife  to  tie 

the 
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the  Navel-ftring,  whilft  at  the  fame  time  I 
pafs'd  one  Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta, 
this  I  found  adhering  clofely  to  the  Fundus 
Uteri ,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to  feparate  it  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  then  brought 
it  away  ;  but  as  part  of  the  Membranes  tore 
away  and  was  left  behind,  I  repafs’d  my 
Hand  and  drew  them  out.  This  Child, 
contrary  to  the  expeftation  of  all  prefent, 
foon  alarm'd  them  with  crying  out  briskly, 
they  all  judging  it  to  be  dead,  fince  it  had 
lain  fo  long  preffed  and  confined  in  the  Paf- 
fage. 

About  twelve  or  one  o'clock  the  fame 
day,  I  was  lent  for  to  Eaji-Street  near  Red - 
Lion-Square ,  where  the  Membranes  were 
broke,  and  the  Waters  pafs'd  off  feverai 
hours  before,  and  the  Head  of  the  Child  pre¬ 
lent  ed  and  was  funk  low  into  the  Vagina , 
but  could  not  be  brought  forwards  for  feverai 
hours,  notwithftanding  the  joint  endeavours 
of  the  Midwife  and  Mother,  whofe  Throws 
were  ftrong.  I  obferved  upon  Touching 
that  the  Child's  Head  lay  over  and  prefs'd 
againfl:  the  Os  dPubis  of  the  Mother;  where¬ 
fore  I  immediately  paffed  up  one  fide  of  my 
Extractor  between  the  faid  Bone  and  the 
Head  of  the  Child,  and  after  two  or  three 
Throws,  I  brought  it  out.  This  Woman 
very  much  aflifted  me,  by  bearing  ftrongly 
down  as  often  as  her  Pains  feiz'd  her,  by 
which  file  very  much  help'd  forward  the 
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birth  of  the  Child.  I  found,  as  foon  as  the 
Head  was  extricated,  that  the  Funis  Umbili- 
calis  was  twilled  twice  round  the  Neck  of 
the  Child,  this  I  inftantly  loofened,  for  fear 
it  fhould  be  drawn  fo  tight,  when  the  Head 
advanced  further,  as  to  choak  the  Child 7  or 
otherwife  one  of  thefe  two  inconveniencics 
might  have  happen’d,  the  String  might  have 
broke  off  near  the  Placenta ,  which  would 
have  occafion’d  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to 
the  Operator  in  extrading  it,  and  a  great 
deal  of  pain  to  the  Mother  or  elfe  if  the 
String  had  not  been  loofen’d  or  broke,  the 
Fundus  Uteri  might  have  been  drawn  down 
fo  as  to  caufe  a  Prolapfusy  orr  perhaps,  an 
Jnverfion  :  when  I  had  loofened  the  String, 
I  drew  out  the  whole  Body  of  the  Child, 
and  then  ordered  the  Midwife  to  make  a  Li¬ 
gature  upon  the  String,  whilft  I  pafs’d  one 
Hand  in  fearch  of  the  Placenta ,  which  I 
found  wholly  loofened  from  the  Uterus ,  but 
as  the  Os  internum  was  fomewhat  contracted 
1  was  forced  to  dilate  it,  before  I  could  bring 
the  Placenta  away.  This  Child  proved  to> 
foe  a  lufty  and  lively  Boy 
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CASE  CCXVIIL 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  Child's  Head 
lay  on  one  Jide  of  the  Womb  ,  and  the 
Heels  on  the  other,  and  one  Arm 
was  Jlipp9  d  out  beyond  the  Os  in¬ 
ternum  into  the  V agina. 


f'iC'fOBER  the  4th,  1731.  I  was  fent 
^  for  about  three  o’clock  in  the  Afternoon 
to  a  poor  Woman  in  Vinegar -Tar d ;  where, 
upon  the  burfting  of  the  Membranes,  one 
Hand  of  the  Child  was  protruded  into  the 
Vagina,  and  upon  Touching,  I  found  the 
whole  Arm  lying  in  the  Paflage,  and  the 
Shoulder  prefled  down  into,  and  flopping 
up  the  Os  internum ,  the  Head  lay  on  one 
fide  of  the  Womb,  and  the  Heels  on  the 
other.  I  endeavoured  to  prefs  the  Shoulder 
backwards  to  make  way  to  return  the  Child's 
Hand  and  Arm,  but  it  was  fo  rivetted  and 
comprefs'd,  that  I  could  not  remove  it :  I 
therefore  endeavoured  to  pafs  my  Hand  by 
the  fide  of  it  into  the  Uterus  to  fearch  for 
the  Feet ;  I  firft  met  with  the  Head,  and 
pulhing  my  Hand  forward  by  the  fide  of  it, 

S  ff  2  I  felt 
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I  felt  the  Breaftand  Belly,  and  then  got  hold 
of  a  Thigh;  I  flipp'd  my  Hand  by  it  to  the 
Knee*  and  fo  on  to  the  Foot,  which  I  brought 
out  ;  but  as  it  was  very  flippery,  it  often 
flipp’d  from  between  my  Fingers  ;  however, 
with  fome  difficulty  I  at  laft  fixed  a  Liga¬ 
ture  above  the  Ancle,  and  then  endeavoured 
with  one  Hand  to  draw  the  Leg  outwards, 
whilft  I  paHed  up  my  other  by  the  fide  of 
it  to  the  Shoulder,  which  I  prefs’d  upwards, 
that  the  Child  might  the  more  readily  turn 
and  the  Hips  advance  :  this  had  fb  far  the 
defined  effect,  that  I  found  the  Shoulder  and 
Arm  move  inwards,  as  the  Leg  and  Thigh 
advanced  in  the  Paflage  ;  finding  the  other 
Leg  bent  upward  towards  the  Child’s  Belly,. 
I  took  hold  of  the  Leg  before  brought  out 
with  a  foft  dry  Cloth,  and  drew  it  forwards,, 
whilft  with  the  Fingers  of  my  other  Hand  I 
dilated  the  Os  internum ,  to  make  more  way 
for  the  Hips  to  pals  through  ;  by  this  Me¬ 
thod  I  fcon  brought  them  out  beyond  the 
Labia  Qudendi ,  and  then  I  extricated  the 
other  Leg  and  Foot  *  The  Child  advanced 
fldeways,  with  it’s  Face  towards  the  Mo¬ 
ther’s  Hip,  wherefore  I  endeavoured,  as  I 
drew  out  the  Body,  to  turn  the  Face  back¬ 
wards,  by  clapping  one  Hand  to  the  Breaft 
and  the  other  to  the  Back,  and  then  twilling 
the  Child:  When  I  had  brought  it  to  the 
Shoulders,  I  clapp'd,  as  ufual,  one  Hand  to 
the  Breaft,  and  the  other  behind  over  the 
Shoulders,. and  then,  pulling  forwards,  I  foon 

brought 
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brought  out  the  Head.  The  Fanis  Umbili- 
ealis  was  got  between  the  Thighs,  I  there¬ 
fore  brought  it  oyer  the  Leg,  for  fear,  as  the 
Child  advanced,  that  it  might  either  be 
broke  afunder,  or  that  the  Placenta  fhould  be 
too  forcibly  drawn  after  it  :  The  Placenta , 
as  it  generally  does  in  fuch  Cafes,  where 
the  String  is  entangled,  came  away  with 
little  trouble.  This  Child,  contrary  to  my 
expeftation,  and  the  expe&ation  of  all  that 
were  prefent,  was  brought  out  alive  •  for  as 
it  had  lain  fo  long  comprefs'd  with  it's  Head 
bent  very  greatly  on  one  fide,  any  body 
might  have  reafonably  believ'd,  that  it  would 
have  been  born  dead.  Soon  after  I  had  de¬ 
livered  this  Woman,  lhe  told  me  that  1  had: 
allifted  her  before  in  the  like  difficulty. 
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CASE  CCXIX. 

The  Funis  Umbilicalis  broke  off  from 
the  Placenta,  which  was  left  in  the 
Uterus, 

f\C'TOBER  the  5th,  1731.  I  was  defired 
^  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  to 
go  into  White-Hart-Tard ,  to  the  Wife  of  a 
Leather-feller  ;  where  the  Midwife,  by  too 
rudely  pulling,  had  broke  the  String  quite 
off  clofe  to  the  Placenta ,  which  ftie  could 
not  bring  away  although  file  had  tryed  for, 
at  leaft,  an  hour.  Upon  palling  my  Hand, 
I  found  part  of  the  Placenta  protruded  into 
the  Vagina ,  and  the  Os  internum  clofely  con¬ 
tracted  about  the  other  part  of  it,  and  the 
part  protruded  was  tore  and  almoft  feparated 
from  the  other,  fo  that  it  came  away  upon 
taking  hold  of  it;  this  I  therefore  drew 
out,  and  repafs’d  my  Hand,  and  endeavoured 
to  dilate  the  Os  internum  to  introduce  my 
Hand  and  bring  away  the  remainder,  with 
the  Membranes  and  coagulated  blood ;  but 
notwithftanding  all  my  endeavours,  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  fome  fmall  part  of  it,  which 

I  judged 
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I  judged  more  prudent,  than  to  run  any 
rifque  in  hurting  the  inner  coat  of  the 
Uterus* 


CASES  CCXX  and  CCXXL 

jTwo  Deliveries  where  each  Child  pre~ 
fented  with  the  Buttocks ,  the  Funis 
Umbilicalis  of  the  JirJl  Child  being 
jiippd  down  into  the  Vagina. 

/T  677*0  B  ER  the  8th,  1731.  I  was  fent 
”  for  between  one  and  two  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  to  go  to  a  houfe  oyer-againft  St.  John9 s 
Chapel,  near  Red- Lion- Square,  to  a  Woman, 
in  Labour,  whofe  Membranes  were  broke 
and  the  Waters  run  off  fome  time  before, 
but  the  Midwife  could  not  inform  me  in 
what  pofture  the  Child  prefented,  only  that 
the  Funis  Umbilicalis  was  funk  into  the  Paf 
fage  :  I  therefore  immediately  Touch’d  her, 
and  found  the  String  flipp'd  down  to  the 
Labia  Pudendi ,  and  one  Hip  was  funk, 
low  down  into  the  Vagina ,  this  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  prefs  upward  to  make  way  to  re¬ 
turn  the  String,  but  it  was  fo  far  prefs'd 

down, 
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down,  and  engaged  between  the  Bones  that 
form  the  Pelvis ,  that  I  could  not  move  it 
upwards  ;  wherefore  I  thought  it  requifite  to 
haften  the  Delivery  as  much  as  poffible,  and 
to  endeavour  to  bring  out  the  Child  in  the 
pofture  it  prefented  ;  but  as  this  was  the 
firft  time  of  the  Woman’s  being  in  Labour, 
I  expected  to  meet  with  fome  difficulty.  I 
firft  pafs’d  up  one  Finger  over  the  upper 
part  of  the  Thigh  into  the  Groin,  and  there 
bending  it,  I  endeavoured  to  draw  the  Hip 
outwards,  at  the  fame  time  advifing  the 
Woman  to  affift  by  bearing  ftrongly  down; 
by  this  Method  I  found  the  Hip  to  advance, 
lo  that  I  was  able  to  pafs  the  Fore-finger  of 
my  other  Hand  up  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and 
then  bending  it,  I  drew  forwards,  as  well 
as  I  could,  with  both  my  Fingers,  taking 
care  not  to  dillocate  the  Hip  or  break  the 
Thigh  Bone;  and  I  foon  brought  one  But¬ 
tock  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and 
then  difengaged  the  other,  as  alio  the 
Legs  and  Feet;  this  done,  I  took  hold 
above  and  drew  the  Body  forwards  to  the 
Shoulders,  and  then,  as  ufual,  brought  the 
Head.  This  Child,  notwithftanding  the  De¬ 
livery  was  fo  foon  accomplilh'd,  was  bom 
dead,  which  feem'd  to  proceed  from  the 
prelfure  upon  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  in  the 
Paflage,  for  it  had  lain  in  the  PalTage  for 
fome  time,  prefs'd  by  the  Hip  of  the  Child, 
which  clofely  flopp'd  up  the  Os  internum , 
whereby  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood  was 

im- 
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impeded  through  the  Navel-ftring  to  the 
Child  j  and  as  the  life  of  the  Child,  at  this 
time,  wholly  depends  upon  the  circulation, 
it  muft  certainly  die  if  that  is  impeded. 

Upon  palling  up  my  Hand  to  affift  in  bring¬ 
ing  out  the  Placenta  \  I  found  other  Mem¬ 
branes  diftended,  wherefore  I  ordered  the 
Midwife  to  make  two  Ligatures  upon  the 
String  about  two  Inches  diltance,  and  to  cut 
the  String  between  the  two  Ligatures  :  I  im¬ 
mediately  perceiv'd  that  this  Child  came  for¬ 
ward  in  the  fame  pofture  as  the  former,  I 
therefore  inftantly  tore  the  Membranes  with 
my  Fingers,  and  palling  my  Hand  within 
them,  I  took  hold  of  and  brought  out  one 
Foot ;  and  as  the  Child  was  fmall,  and  the 
Paflage  dilated  by  the  precedent  Delivery, 
and  the  other  Leg  lying  bent  upward  towards 
the  Child's  Belly,  I  wrapp'd  a  foft  Cloth  / 
above  the  Ankle,  and  drew  the  Leg  gently 
outward,  whereby  the  Thigh  and  Hips  im¬ 
mediately  followed,  as  likewife  the  Body 
and  Head,  without  any  difficulty.  This 
proved  to  be  a  lively  Boy.  I  readily  brought 
away  the  After-burthens,  which  partly  uni» 
ting,  adhered  together. 
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CASE  CCXXII. 


A  Delivery  of  a  dead  Child  where  the 
Leg  preferred  and  the  Funis  Umbi- 
licalis  was  flipp’d  down  into  the  Daf- 
fage. 


C7 O  BE  R  the  roth,  1-731-.  I  was  fent 


^  for  by  one  Mrs.  W- - ny  a  Midwife,  in¬ 

to  Drury- Lane  y  to  a  young  Woman  who 
was  in  Labour  of  her  firflr  Child,  which, 
upon  Touching,  I  found  prefented  with  one 
Foot,,  and  the  Funis  Umbilicalis  was  flipp'd 
down  into  the  Paffage..  I  could  not  at  firft,. 
upon  palling  only  my  two  Fore-fingers,, 
readiiy  diftinguiih  whether  it  was  the  Foot 
or  an  Hand,  it  being  very  final!  ;  but  upon 
palling  up  my  whole  Hand  I  found  it  to  be 
the  foot,  and  that  the  Os  internum  was  not 
dilated  wide  enough  to  admit  the  Paflage  of 
the  Hips.  I  therefore  endeavoured  firft  to 
dilate  the  Qj  internum,  by  palling  in  the 
ends  of  my  Fingers,  and  then  ftretching 
them  apart,  after  which  I  very  gently  drew 
the  Leg  outward,  for  at  firft  I  obferyed  that 
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It  was  almoft  feparated  at  the  Ancle  :  it  was 
fo  very  rotten,  I  was  afraid  it  would  have 
likewife  come  off  at  the  Knee,  and  upon 
pulling  very  gently,  the  flelh  gave  way  at 
the  Hip,  whence  I  expe&ed  that  the  Leg 
and  Thigh  would  have  feparated  from  the 
other  parts ;  but  at  length  I  found  the  Hips 
to  advance,  and  was  able  to  pafs  one  Finger 
bent  into  the  Groin,  this  aftifted  one  very 
much  in  bringing  down  the  Hips;  the  Body 
and  other  parts  feemed  to  be  wafted  almoft  to 
a  Jelly,  fo  that  I  was  often  afraid  it  would 
have  came  away  by  Piece-meal :  when  I  had 
brought  it  out  to  the  Shoulders,  my  great 
concern  was  how  I  Ihould  hinder  it's  fepa- 
rating  at  the  Neck,  and  as  I  knew  the  Os 
internum  was  not  dilated  wide  enough  to  let 
the  Head  eafily  pafs  through,  I  therefore 
ftrove  to  dilate  it  by  palling  in  the  ends  of 
my  two  Fore-fingers,  and  then  I  endeavoured 
to  draw  the  Head  gently  forward  ;  but  as  it 
did  not  readily  follow,  by  prelling  one  Fin¬ 
ger  near  the  Ear,  I  made  a  perforation  into 
the  Head,  and  then  made  the  fame  ufe  of 
my  Finger  as  I  Ihould  have  made  of  a  Hook, 
and  by  this  Method  I  brought  out  the  whole 
Head,  This  Woman  was  very  ungoverna¬ 
ble,  and  would  not  afiift  by  bearing  down  ; 
on  the  contrary,  fhe  wriggled  her  Body 
about,  and  drew  herfelf  up  into  a  heap, 
which  added  very  much  to  other  difficulties 
I  met  with  in  this  Delivery:  and  w’hen  I 
paffed  up  my  Hand  to  fetch  the  Burthen,  I 
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found  the  Os  internum  fo  much  contra&ed 
that  it  would  not  admit  the  entrance  of  my 
Hand  ;  and  another  inconvenience  likewife 
happen'd,  for  the  String  being  rotten  and  de¬ 
cayed,  tore  away  from  the  Placenta,  which 
was  wholly  left  in  the  Womb  but  at  length, 
after  feveral  effays,  I  pafled  my  Hand  be¬ 
yond  it  and  brought  it  away,,  though  it  was 
torn  in  feveral  pieces.  This  Woman  judged 
herielf  to  be  at  her  full  time,  though,  by 
the  appearance  of  the  Child,  I  ftiould  not 
have  judged  her  to  have  gone  above  feven 
Months,  all  the  parts  being  very  fmall  and 
much  wafted  away;,  fhe  told  me  indeed  that 
Ihe  had  not  obferved.it  to,  ftir  for  near  two- 
or  three  Months, 


CASE  CCXXIIi: 

A  ‘Delivery  where  the  whole  Arm  had 
been  for  fame  time  protruded  into  the 
‘Pajfage. 

f\CTO B  ER  the  nth,  1731.  about  elk- 
^  ven  o'clock  at  night,  I  was  fetch'd  by 
two  foot  Soldiers  to,  a  poor  Woman  in 

Church - 
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Church- Lane,  St.  Giles's,  the  Wife  of  one  of 
the  Soldiers:  She  had  been  in  Labour  above 
forty- eight  hours,  and  the  Child’s  Arm  was 
flipp’d  out  into  the  Vagina  ;  which,  as  foon 
as  the  Midwife  obferved  who  was  firft  lent 
for,  {he  propofed  further  help,  and  that  a 
Man-midwife  fhould  be  fent  for*  telling  thofe 
that  were  prefent  that  it  was  not  a  Midwife’s 
bufinefs ;  whereupon  another  Midwife  was 
fent  for,  who  pretended  to  do  the  work  of  a 
Man-midwife,  and  at  firft  gave  them  aflu- 
rances  that  fhe  would  deliver  her,  but  after 
Ihe  had  work'd  upon  her  for  half  an  hour  or 
longer,  putting  her  into  feveral  poftures,  as 
kneeling,  Handing,.  &c.  fhe  left  her  in  a 
much  worfe  condition  than  file  found  her,, 
for  being  ignorant  of  the  Method  of  Delivery 
when  a  Child  offered  in  the  manner  this  did, 
file  truly  had  endeavoured  to  draw  the  Child 
forward  in  the  fame  pofture  it  prefented, 
whereby  fhe  had  drawn  the  Hand  out,  and 
part  of  the  Arm,  beyond  the  Lain  a  cPu  dendi, 
and  almoft  feparated  it  at  the  Shoulder ;  and 
the  whole  Shoulder  was  fo  prefled  into  the 
Os  Internum  that  it  quite  flopp’d  it  up.  Two 
other  Midwives  came  likewife,  hearing  of 
the  danger  this  poor  Woman  was  in,  and 
both  of  them  declared  it  was  not  their  bufi¬ 
nefs,  and  defired  a  Man-midwife  might  be 
fent  for.  Immediately  upon  my  coming  I 
touched  her,  and  found  the  Hand  and  Arm 
lying  in  the  Paffage  very  much  fwelled  ; 
and  palling  up  my  Hand  to  the  Os  internum 

I  found 
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I  found  part  of  the  Shoulder  protruded  be¬ 
yond  the  Os  internum ,  and  fo  rivetted  and 
lock'd  in  it,  that  'twas  impoflible  to  remove 
it  or  return  the  Hand  and  Arm ;  and  by 
preffing  in  my  Fingers  by  the  fide  of  the 
Shoulder,  I  found  the  Head  bent  upwards 
and  prefs'd  againft  the  fide  of  the  Uterus  : 
I  was  feveral  times  foiled  in  attempting  to 
carry  my  Hand  far  enough  to  reach  the 
Feet;  but  at  length,  with  no  final l  difficulty 
to  myfelf,  and  pain  to  the  poor  Woman,  I 
pafs'd  it  up  far  enough  to  reach  one  Foot, 
which  I  immediately  drew  out ;  and  when  I 
had  brought  it  beyond  the  Labia  c Tudendi ,  I 
took  hold  of  it  with  a  foft  Cloth  ;  and  whilft 
1  drew  it  forward  with  one  Hand,  I  endea¬ 
vour'd,  having  pafs'd  up  the  Fingers  of  my 
other  Hand  to  the  Shoulder,  to  prefs  chat 
upward,  and  by  this  Method  the  Shoulder 
and  Arm  were  drawn  inwards  as  the  Leg  ad¬ 
vanced  ;  and  the  Child  being  turned,  the 
Buttocks  prefented  at  the  inner  Orifice,  and 
foon  pafs’d  through  as  well  as  the  Body  and 
Head.  The  Placenta  adhered  to  the  Fundus 
Uteri ,  which  I  was  obliged  to  feparate  with 
the  ends  of  my  Fingers,  before  I  could  bring 
it  away.  The  temerity,  joined  to  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  fecond  Midwife,  very  much  en- 
creafed  the  difficulty ;  for  had  I  been  fent 
for  before  the  Arm  was  funk  fo  far  down, 
and  the  Shoulder  fo  clofely  prefs'd  into  and 
lock'd  in  the  Os  internum ,  I  might  with 
much  more  eafe  have  delivered  the  Woman, 

and 
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and  withal  have  faved  the  Child,  which,  in 
all  probability,  was  loft  for  want  of  timely 
afliftance.  I  have  met  with  fome  Midwives, 
who  have  had  the  ignorance  and  affurance 
to  tell  me,  that  they  have  delivered  Children 
thus  prefenting,  without  turning  or  bringing 
them  by  the  Feet. 


case  ccxxiv. 


f\C  7^0  B  ER  the  1 3th,  1731.  I  was  about 
^  eleven  o’clock  at  night  defired  by  a 
Houfe- Painter  in  Turk’- Buildings ,  to  go  with 
him  to  his  Wife,  who  he  was  afraid  would 
be  dead  before  I  could  get  to  her :  upon  my 
arrival  I  was  informed  by  the  Midwife,  that 
for  fome  days  before  fhe  had  been  feized 
with  a  Flooding,  but  that  it  had  not  been 
violent ;  for  about  an  hour  or  more  before  I 
was  lent  for,  many  and  large  Clots  of  Blood 
came  away,  and  there  was  almoft  continually 
a  dribbling,  fo  that  fhe  had  fainted  away 
once  or  twice,  which  had  very  much  alarm’d 
them:  the  Midwife  likewife  obferved,  upon 
Touching,  that  the  Os  internum  was  fome- 
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what  dilated,  which  dilatation  was  greater 
after  two  or  three  good  Throws,  but  having 
only  pals'd  up  one  or  two  Fingers,  fhe  could 
not  feel  any  part  of  the  Child.  I  therefore 
firft  felt  her  Pulfe,  which  I  found  weak  and 
low,  and  her  Spirits  very  much  dejefted,  and 
upon  Touching,  I  found  the  Vagina  choak'd 
up  with  coagulated  blood,  and  upon  palling 
in  my  whole  Hand,  I  obferved  that  the  Os 
internum  was  dilated  wide  enough  to  admit 
the  ends  of  my  four  Fingers,  and  Clods  of 
Blood  Hopping  up  the  lame  \  which  being 
removed,  I  then  found  part  of  the  Placenta 
preferring  firft,  and  therefore  gave  it  as  my 
opinion  that  her  Delivery  ought  to  be  haft- 
ned,  fearing,  if  the  Flooding  continued,  fhe 
would  be  fo  much  reduced  that  fhe  would 
not  be  able  to  affift  with  her  Throws,  fhould 
they  come  on  ;  or  that  her  Blood,  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  life,  being  exhaufted,  fhe  would  die 
before  the  Child  could  be  born  by  a  natural 
Delivery ;  to  which  opinion  the  Midwife, 
one  Mrs.  Sexton ,  a  good  fenfible  Woman, 
entirely  agreed  :  The  Husband  and  others 
that  were  prefent  leaving  it  wholly  to  my 
condud,  I  immediately  let  about  my  Work, 
and  pafling  the  ends  of  my  four  fingers  into 
the  Os  internum ,  I  endeavoured  to  dilate  it 
by  feparating  them  one  from  the  other,  and 
fo  foon  made  way  to  get  in  my  Thumb,  and 
prefently  after  my  whole  Hand,  which  be¬ 
ing  pafs'd  through  the  Os  internum ,  I  felt 
part  of  the  Placenta  adhering  round  about 
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it.  I  beg  leave  before  I  proceed  to  give 
any  further  account  of  the  Delivery,  to  give 
my  opinion  in  a  point  of  Midwifry,  in  which 
I  differ  from  moft  Authors  that  have  wrote 
on  that  Subject.  It  is  generally  believ'd, 
that  the  Ovumy  after  it's  impregnation  and 
feparation  from  the  Ovarium ,  and  it's  paf- 
fing  through  the  Tuba  Fallopiana ,  always 
adheres  and  is  fix’d  after  fome  time  to  the 
Fundus  Uteri ;  in  this  Cafe  the  Placenta  ad¬ 
hered,  and  was  fixed  clofe  to  and  round 
about  the  Cervix  Uteri ,  as  I  have  found  it  in 
many  other  Cafes ;  fo  that  upon  a  Dilatation 
of  the  Os  Uteri ,  a  reparation  has  always 
followed,  and  hence  a  Flooding,  naturally 
enfues.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the 
Ovum ,  if  it  is  flopp'd  in  the  Tuba  Fallopianay 
and  does  not  readily  pals  through,  will  fome- 
times  adhere  to  the  Tube,  (though  'tis  very 
rarely  it  fo  happens)  and  there  make  it's 
Nidus ,  and  a  Foetus  will  be  form'd  there*  of 
which  I  have  given  an  Inftance,  where  a 
Foetus  was  formed  and  contained  feveral 
Months  in  a  Sac  cuius  out  of  the  Womb, 
fo  likewife  if  the  Ovum  paffes  through 
the  Tube,  and  falls  into  the  "Womb,  it 
may  adhere  to  the  Sides  of  it,  or  near  it's 
Neck,  as  well  as  to  the  Bottom  ;  but  moft 
commonly  it  is  fixed  at  the  Bottom  of  the 
Womb,  as  being  the  part  where  the  Blood- 
Veffels  are  largeft  and  moft  plentiful,  where¬ 
by  the  Foetus  muft  of  confequence  receive 
moft  nourifhment.  But  to  return  :  When  I 

Uuu  -  had 


/ 


CASES  in  Midwifry* 

had  pafs'd  my  whole  Hand  into  the  Uterusy 
X  found  the  ^Placenta  adhering  all  round  the 
Os  internum ,  fo  that  I  was  forced  to  feparate 
it  on  one  fide  to  reach  the  Membranes, 
which  I  tore,  and  pafling  my  Hand  within 
them,  X  fearch'd  for  the  Feet,  which  I  foon 
met  with,  and  drew  both  out  beyond  the  Os 
internum ,  but  in  bringing  them  through  the 
JfagmUy  one  flipp'd  from  between  my  Fin¬ 
gers  ;  the  other  I  brought  out,  and  then 
pafs'd  up  my  Hand  by  it  to  endeavour  to 
bring  down  the  Leg  that  had  flipp’d  from 
me,  but  it  was  drawn  up  fo  far  I  could  not 
readily  come  at  it :  wherefore  I  took  hold  of 
that  Leg  which  I  had  fetch'd  out,  and  en¬ 
deavoured,  by  gently  pulling,  to  bring 
down  the  Hips ;  but  as  they  were  flopp'd 
above  by  the  Os  internum ,  which  was  not 
fufficiently  dilated  to  admit  their  pafling 
through,  I  therefore  pafi'd  up  my  Fingers 
between  the  Os  internum  and  the  Hips,  and 
fo  dilated  it  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  gently 
pulling  the  Leg,  I  thereby  foon  made  way 
for  the  Hips  to  pafs,  and  as  the  Belly  of  the 
Child  lay  towards  the  Os  Pubis  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther,  I  gently  turned  it  as  X  drew  the  Body 
forwards:  when  I  had  brought  the  Child 
almoft  out  to  the  Shoulders,  I  found  that  it  * 
ftuck  above,  fo  I  pafs'd  up  my  Hand  and 
brought  down  one  Arm,  and  then  clapping 
one  Hand,  as  ufual,  to  the  Breaft,  and  the 
other  behind  over  the  Shoulders,  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  draw  out  the  Head,  but  finding 
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it  ftuck  tight,  I  judged  that  the  Os  internum 
was  not  fufficiently  dilated,  and  thereby 
obftrufted  it's  Paffage :  I  therefore  once 
more  pafled  up  the  Fingers  of  one  Hand, 
and  found  the  Os  internum  clolely  girt  about 
the  Head  near  the  Ears ;  wherefore  I  endea¬ 
voured  to  dilate  it,  by  palling  in  the  ends 
of  my  Fingers  between  it  and  the  Head, 
and  fo  to  pufh  it  over  the  Head  \  by  which 
Method,  and  putting  two  Fingers  into  the 
Child’s  Mouth,  and  preffing  upon  the  lower 
Jaw,  whilft  I  pulled  with  my  other  Hand 
at  the  Shoulders,  I  drew  the  Face  forward, 
and  the  Head  foon  followed.  Upon  paf- 
fing  my  Hand  to  fetch  the  Placenta ,  I 
found  it  wholly  loofened  from  the  Uterus , 

To  that  it  readily  came  out.  The  Child  was 
dead,  which  was  occafioned  by  the  fepara* 
tion  of  the  Placenta . 
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Flooding ,  <with  one  Arm  and  part 
of  the  Placenta  flipp’d  down  lelow 
the  Os  internum. 

'  .  N  .  - 

V\C70B  ER  the  1.7th-,  1731.  about  ten 
^  o’clock  in  the  Morning  I  was  fent  for 
to  the  Wife  of  a  Printer  near  White-Fry ar s ; 
fhe  had  been  leiz’d  about  an  hour  before 
with  a  violent  Flooding,  and  when  I  came, 

I  found  flie  had  loft  a  large  quantity  of 
Blood;  and  I  was  told  file  was  in  about 
the  feventh  month  of  her  Reckoning.  Up¬ 
on  Touching,  I  found  one  Arm  of  the  Child 
flipp’d  out  beyond  the  Os  internum,  as  alfo 
a  large  part  of  the  Placenta  ;  wherefore  I 
gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  fhe  ought  to  be 
immediately  delivered  ;  letting  her  Huf- 
band,  and  others,  before-hand  know  thegreat 
danger  fhe  was  in.  As  it  was  entirely  left 
to  my  Conduft,  I  immediately  pafs’d  up 
my  Hand  well-greafed  into  the  Vagina,  and 
fo  on  by  the  fide  of  the  Shoulder  into  the 
Uterus ,  where  I  firft  met  with  the  remain¬ 
ing 
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ing  parts  of  the  Placenta  wholly  feparated 
from  the  Uterus  ;  I  now  pafs'd  my  Hand 
between  the  Placenta  and  the  Body  of  the 
Child,  and  foon  met  with  one  Foot,  which 
I  drew  out  beyond  the  Labia  Pudendi ,  and 
then  taking  hold  of  it  with  a  loft  Cloth, 
with  a  little  difficulty  I  brought  out  the 
Hips  and  the  Body  almoft  to  the  Shoulders, 
when  finding  it  flopp'd  at  the  Head,  I 
pafs'd  in  my  Hand  and  brought  down  one 
Arm,  the  other  not  being  flipp’d  up  again 
from  it's  firft  falling  down.  I  then  endea¬ 
voured  to  draw'  out  the  Head,  but  it  would 
not  readily  follow,  whereupon  I  paffed  up 
one  Finger  into  the  Child's  Mouth,  and 
flrove,  by  preffing  upon  the  lower  Jaw,  to 
bring  the  Face  forwards,  whilft  at  the  fame 
time  1  pulled  above  at  the  Shoulders ;  but 
as  it  was  clofely  lock'd  between  the  Bones 
that  form  the  lower  part  of  the  Pelvis ,  I 
had  no  fmall  trouble  in  bringing  it  out ; 
however,  at  lafl,  I  finifh’d  the  Delivery  by 
bringing  away  the  Placenta ,  which  being 
before  loofened  in  every  part  from  the 
Uterus ,  readily  followed.  I  was  then  in 
hopes  we  had  furmounted  our  greater!  dif¬ 
ficulties,  and  that  the  Flooding  would  have 
flopp'd;  but,  to  my  great  fur  prize,  fine 
continued  flill  draining  ;  1  therefore  again 
gently  paffed  up  my  Hand,  believing  that 
either  fome  part  of  the  placenta  was  torn 
off  and  left,  or  elfe  that  fome  coagulated 

Blood 
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Blood  kept  the  Womb  diftended  ;  but  I 
could  not  meet  with  any  part  of  the  Pla - 
centa,  or  any  Clots  of  Blood  :  I  then  or¬ 
dered  Cloths  dipp'd  in  Vinegar,  to  be  ap¬ 
plied  clofe  to  the  Parts,  and  what  elfe  I 
thought  neceffary,  yet,  notwithftanding  all 
my  endeavours  to  faye  her,  Armjit  cum  [an¬ 
guine  Fit  am. 


A  Continuation  of  the  CLXXXVIth 
Cafe,  Page  437.  lay  the  Editor. 

MR.  Gijjard,  a  few  months  before  he 
died,  on  the  6th  of  March ,  1 730-3 1 . 
deliver'd  the  Gentlewoman  mention'd  in  this 
Cafe,  of  feveral  large  fubflances,  form'd 
from  a  great  number  of  Hydatides ,  join'd 
together  by  a  loofe  Parenchymatous  Sub- 
ftance.  From  that  time  to  the  day  of  her 
death,  Che  was  fubjeft  to  fudden  and  pretty 
frequent  gulhings  out  of  blood  from  the 
Womb,  which  would  laft  for  a  day  or  two; 
nor  was  fhe  ever  quite  free  from  a  draining, 
fometimes  more,  fometimes  lefs  colour'd 
with  pure  red  blood.  Thefe  were  ail  her 
complaints,  except  a  weight  or  bearing  down 
upon  the  parts  of  generation,  'till  about  ten 

days 
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days  before  fhe  died  ;  when  a  fmall  flefhy 
Subftance  came  away  from  the  Womb,  and 
from  that  time  fhe  complain’d  of  violent  pains 
in  her  belly,  and  died  of  a  Fever  and  Morti- 
cation  in  the  Womb  on  the  7th  of  March , 

*73 1 -3 ft* 

Upon  opening  the  Body,  we  found  the 
Womb  as  reprefented  in  the  Figure  annex'd. 

A — —The  After-burthen  adhering  to  the 
internal  Superficies  of  the  Womb,  to  which 
it  was  fo  ftrictiy  united,  that  it  was  become, 
as  it  were,  one  and  the  fame  Body. 

B - A  Space  between  the  Burthen,  after  * 

it  was  feparated  by  a  Knife  and  the  Womb. 

G - The  body  of  the  Womb  cut  open. 

D - The  Fallopian  Tube. 

E  —  The  Extremity  of  the  Fallopian 
Tube  cut  open. 

F - The  Ovaria. 

G - Part  of  the  Ligament  a  lata. 

H - Part  of  the  Ligament  a  rotunda. 

I  »  «  Part  of  the  After-burthen  which 

was  jagged,  and  lay  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Womb. 

K - The  Mouth  of  the  Womb,  com¬ 

monly  call’d  the  Os  Tine cut  open. 

L - Part  of  the  Vagina,  or  paflage  lead- 

ing  to  the  Womb,  cut  open. 


N.  £,  • 


CASES  in  Midwifry. 

*  t$  <  f  r 

N.  B.  As  it  is  obvious  to  qvery  Iha&i- 
tioner  experienced,  in  Midwifry,  that  the 
After- burthen  ought  to  have  been  extracted 
at  the  fame  time  the  Patient  was  deliver'd  of 
thofe  Hydatides,  Mr.  Giffard ,  by  my  writing 
the  Continuation  of  this  Cafe,  may  become 
liable  to  Cenfure  :  but  as  I  am  convinc'd  he 
-was  always  more  ready  to  acknowledge, 
than  hide  his  faults,  I  make  no  fcruple  to 
publifh  it,  and,  in  fome  meafure,  I  think 
myfelf  oblig'd  fo  to  do,  as  it  may  poflibly 
one  time  or  other  prevent  a  negleft  of  the 
like  nature. 

*  -  i  '  f  w  *.  *  ?  *  f 

<■  -  “  f  ■  *  .  ■  ?  f »  "  *  c ’  .*  •  *  .>  .* 

*  r  f  r  y  .  % 

F  I  N  I  S. 

e  f  t  t  *  *.  %  €  ■■ 


E  RR  At  A. 


Page  13.  Line  3.  for  Head  read  Hand.  P.  15-.  1.  23.  for  her 
Mother  r.  the  Mother.  P.  80.  for  Head  r.  Hand  P.  iyg. 

for  /  got  r.  to  get.  P.  19J.  1.  23.  for  Leg  r.  Legs.  P.217, 
l.i).  dete  and.  Ibid.  1.  17.  for  and  the  buttocks- funk  r.  yet  as 
the  buttocks  were  funk.  P.  228.  1,  5-.  for  not  could  r.  could  not. 
P.  4 02. 1.  22,  after  the  add  Body.  For  Julap  r,  Julep. 
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